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G7 Governments Failing to Take
Action to End Childhood Sexual
Violence as Global Scourge
Worsens
Childhood sexual violence is a global scourge, affecting at
least one in five girls and one in ten boys in every country
around the world. It undermines other investments in
child health, education, gender equality, and sustainable
development. The COVID-19 pandemic, conflicts on our
borders and around the world, and climate change, are
exposing children everywhere to even greater risk. This
2022 #BeBrave G7 Scorecard is the first ever comparative
assessment of G7 policies to tackle this crisis for humanity.
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Summary

Key findings:
•

G7 governments’ efforts are woefully inadequate to end
childhood sexual violence, both domestically and globally.

•

The UK is the only G7 country to have made a meaningful
investment to the End Violence Fund to tackle childhood
sexual violence.

•

Canada has made the largest ODA investment to tackle
childhood sexual violence out of all G7 countries.

•

Data shows that Overseas Development Assistance to end
childhood violence decreased between 2018 and 2020 in
real terms.

•

No G7 country has adequate protections in place to create a
safe internet free of all online forms of sexual violence.

•

The Government of Germany is the only country that has
successfully established a National Survivors Council.

•

No country has a comprehensive National Action Plan
to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice.

Global Scorecard

This 2022 #BeBrave G7 Scorecard assesses each G7 country
on how they are responding to childhood sexual violence at
home and across the world. Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States are evaluated
and ranked according to their progress on a strategic set of
policy indicators necessary to moving forward action on ending
this abhorrent global crisis. The indicators have been developed
and informed by survivor advocates at the heart of the Brave
Movement, who co-created demands such as the G7 Call to
Action and the #BeBrave Global Call to Action. 82

The indicators are:
•

Financial investment to prevent and end childhood sexual
violence (including child marriage) in lower income countries:
based on contributions to End Violence Fund

•

Financial investment to prevent and end childhood sexual
violence (including child marriage) in lower income countries:
based on contributions to Overseas Development Assistance
to end childhood sexual violence

•

Elimination of statutes of limitations in relation to childhood
sexual violence

•

Creating a safe internet free of all online forms of sexual
violence

•

Engagement with survivors through a governmentsupported National Survivors Council

•

Implementation of National Action Plans and strategies to
address childhood sexual violence

Global Scorecard

The 2022 #BeBrave G7 Scorecard uses newly released
data from the forthcoming ‘Out of the Shadows Index
2022’ developed by Economist Impact and hosted by Ignite
Philanthropy and the preliminary data from the forthcoming
‘Counting Pennies 3’ report developed by World Vision
International and partners. 83 These full reports will be released
later in 2022. 84

perform better than others, even if all G7 countries performed
as well as the frontrunners, this would still be hugely inadequate
to end childhood sexual violence in the G7 countries and across
the world. Without sufficient funding, prevention, healing and
justice policies and programs are non-existent, small-scale, and
failing to reach the populations in urgent need of action and
services.

Sadly, this newly released data proves that there is an appalling
lack of progress in all G7 countries when it comes to ending
childhood sexual violence in their own countries and across the
world.

The Brave Movement envisions a world in which children and
adolescents grow up free from the threat of sexual violence.
Bold, decisive action is urgently needed to make this a reality,
now!

There is a huge lack of investment by every G7 country in
preventing and ending childhood sexual violence in lower
income countries. In fact, recents preliminary data has shown
that Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) relating to specific
interventions targeting ending childhood sexual violence
decreased by 57% between 2018 to 2020, while the scourge
of childhood sexual violence is dramatically increasing. This
preliminary data also shows that between 2018-2020, total ODA
investment has decreased by 3.9%. 85 While some countries
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Country specific

Germany Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$0.0 million 19

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

Germany disbursed US$5.04 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. ²⁰

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Some Progress ²¹

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 22

Reproduction

In place, but not adequate 23

Distribution

In place, but not adequate 24

Dissemination

In place, but not adequate ²⁵

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

Germany has established a Survivors Council ²⁶

Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. ²⁷

AMBER

Germany
#BeBraveScholz
Germany is the best performer
among G7 countries, but has still
made only limited progress on
ending childhood sexual violence
at home and around the world.

•

Germany has made no contribution to the End Violence Fund
and has disbursed only US$5.04 million on total interventions
targeting childhood sexual violence in lower income countries.

•

Germany has made some progress on abolishing statutes of
limitations in relation to childhood sexual violence, but more
legal reforms are required.

•

Germany has some protections in place to foster a safe internet,
but they are inadequate, despite it being a hub for online Child
Sexual Abuse Materials. In the last year alone, Child Rescue
Coalition identified 87,676 German IP addresses trading child
sexual abuse material.87

•

Unlike all other G7 countries, Germany has shown leadership in
establishing a National Council Against Sexual Violence against
Children and Adolescents to engage with survivors, and earlier
this year, the Government appointed Kerstin Claus, a survivor
of childhood sexual violence, as Commissioner for child sexual
abuse.

•

Germany does not have a comprehensive National Action
Plan to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice. In 2021, the German
National Council Against Sexual Violence against Children and
Adolescents published an agenda for action, yet this is only in
small parts implemented in legislation or executive.89

UK Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$77.67 million 28

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

The UK disbursed US$48.64 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. 29

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Eliminated 30

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 31

Reproduction

In place, but not adequate 32

Distribution

In place, but not adequate 33

Dissemination

In place, but not adequate 34

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

The UK government has not established a
Survivors Council 35
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 36

AMBER

UK
#BeBraveBoris
The UK has made limited progress
on ending childhood sexual
violence at home and around the
world.

•

As of 2020, the UK had contributed $77.67 million to the End
Violence Fund and has disbursed US$48.64 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual violence in lower
income countries.

•

The UK is one of the only G7 countries that has abolished
statutes of limitations in relation to childhood sexual
violence. 90

•

The UK has protections in place to foster a safe internet,
but they are inadequate. In the last year alone, Child Rescue
Coalition identified 8509 UK IP addresses trading child
sexual abuse material. 91

•

The UK has inadequate mechanisms to engage with
survivors.

•

The UK does not have a comprehensive National Action
Plan to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice. Survivors and
allies in the UK are calling for bold action in their Call to
Action. 92

Canada Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$0.14 million 37

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

Canada disbursed US$211.94 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. 38

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Eliminated 39

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 40

Reproduction
Distribution
Dissemination

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

Non-existent 41
In place, but not adequate 42
Non-existent 43
The Canadian government has not established
a Survivors Council. ⁴⁴
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 45

AMBER

Canada
#BeBraveTrudeau
Canada has made limited progress
on ending childhood sexual
violence at home and across the
world.

•

Canada has made the largest ODA investment of all G7
countries in targeting childhood sexual violence in lower
income countries, disbursing US$211.94 million on total
interventions. As of 2020, Canada had contributed a minimal
$0.14 million to the End Violence Fund.

•

Canada is one of the only G7 countries that has abolished
statutes of limitations in relation to childhood sexual
violence.

•

Canada has some protections in place to foster a safe
internet, but they are inadequate. In the last year alone,
Child Rescue Coalition identified 10,388 Canadian IP
addresses trading child sexual abuse material. 93

•

The Canadian Government does not have adequate
mechanisms to engage with survivors, although the work
of the Phoenix 11 and the Chicago Males supported by the
Canadian Center for Child Protection is a leading voice for
survivors of childhood online abuse and harassment. 94

•

Canada does not have a comprehensive National Action
Plan to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice.

USA Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$0.0 million 55

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

The USA disbursed US$33.03 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. 56

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Not eliminated 57

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 58

Reproduction

In place, but not adequate 59

Distribution

In place, but not adequate 60

Dissemination

In place, but not adequate 61

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

The US government has not established a
Survivors Council. ⁶²
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 63

RED

USA
#BeBraveBiden
The USA has made very limited
progress on ending childhood
sexual violence at home and across
the world.

•

The USA has made no contribution to the End Violence Fund
and has disbursed a contribution of US$33.03 million on
total interventions targeting childhood sexual violence in
lower income countries.

•

The USA has not abolished statutes of limitations in relation
to childhood sexual violence.

•

The USA has some protections in place to foster a safe
internet, but they are inadequate. In the last year alone,
Child Rescue Coalition identified 38,134 American IP
addresses trading child sexual abuse material. 95

•

The USA has inadequate mechanisms to engage with
survivors.

•

The USA does not have a comprehensive National Action
Plan to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice. The Keep Kids
Safe Movement published a National Blueprint in 2021 to
End Sexual Violence Against Children and Adolescents in the
United States. 96

Italy Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$0.0 million 46

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

Italy disbursed US$1.96 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. ⁴⁷

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Not eliminated. ⁴⁸

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 49

Reproduction

In place, but not adequate 50

Distribution

In place, but not adequate 51

Dissemination

In place, but not adequate 52

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

The Italian government has not established a
Survivors Council. ⁵³
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 54

RED

Italy
#BeBraveDraghi
Italy has made very limited
progress on ending childhood
sexual violence at home and
across the world.

•

Italy has made no contribution to the End Violence Fund and
has only disbursed a contribution of US$1.96 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual violence in lower
income countries.

•

Italy has not abolished statutes of limitations in relation to
childhood sexual violence.

•

Italy has protections in place to foster a safe internet, but
they are inadequate. In the last year alone, Child Rescue
Coalition identified 178,484 Italian IP addresses trading child
sexual abuse material. 97

•

Italy has inadequate mechanisms to engage with survivors.

•

Italy does not have a comprehensive National Action Plan
to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice.

Japan Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$6.36 million 64

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

Japan disbursed US$0.77 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. ⁶⁵

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Not eliminated. ⁶⁶

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 67

Reproduction

In place, but not adequate 68

Distribution

In place, but not adequate 69

Dissemination

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

No public information 70
The Japanese government has not established a
Survivors Council. ⁷¹
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 72

RED

Japan
#BeBraveKishida
Japan has made very limited
progress on ending childhood
sexual violence at home and across
the world.

•

As of 2020, Japan had contributed $6.36 million to the End
Violence Fund and has only disbursed a contribution of
US$0.77 million on total interventions targeting childhood
sexual violence in lower income countries.

•

Japan has not abolished statutes of limitations in relation to
childhood sexual violence.

•

Japan has some protections in place to foster a safe internet,
but they are inadequate. In the last year alone, Child Rescue
Coalition identified 6949 Japanese IP addresses trading child
sexual abuse material. 98

•

Japan has inadequate mechanisms to engage with survivors.

•

Japan does not have a comprehensive National Action Plan
to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice. Survivors in Japan
are demanding bold action. 99

France Scorecard
INDICATORS

EVIDENCE

PROGRESS

Contribution to the End Violence Fund (2016-2020)

$0.00 million 73

Overseas Development Assistance (2020)

France disbursed US$0.78 million on total
interventions targeting childhood sexual
violence including child marriage. ⁷⁴

Elimination of statutes of limitations
in relation to childhood sexual violence

Has the country eliminated statutes of limitations in
relation to childhood sexual violence?

Not eliminated. 75

Creating a safe internet free of all
online forms of sexual violence

Laws that prohibit the use of any medium (including the
internet) for sexually explicit material containing a child

Financial investment to prevent
and end childhood sexual violence
(including child marriage) in lower
income countries

Production

In place, but not adequate 76

Reproduction
Distribution
Dissemination

Engagement with survivors through
government-supported National
Survivor Councils

Does the country have a government-supported National
Survivors Council?

Implementation of National Action
Plans or strategy

Does the country have a National Action Plan or strategy to
address childhood sexual violence?

OVERALL RANKING

Non-existent ⁷⁷
In place, but not adequate 78
No public information ⁷⁹
The French government has not established a
Survivors Council. ⁸⁰
Yes, but not a comprehensive National Action Plan
or strategy that includes programs and policies for
prevention, healing and justice. 81

RED

France
#BeBraveMacron
France is the worst performer
of all G7 countries, having made
very limited progress on ending
childhood sexual violence at home
and around the world.

•

France has made no contribution to the End Violence Fund
and has only disbursed a contribution of US$0.78 million on
total interventions targeting childhood sexual violence.

•

France has not abolished statutes of limitations in relation to
childhood sexual violence.

•

France has some protections in place to foster a safe
internet, but they are inadequate, despite it being a hub for
online Child Sexual Abuse Materials. In the last year alone,
Child Rescue Coalition identified 46,089 French IP addresses
trading child sexual abuse material.100

•

France has inadequate mechanisms to engage with
survivors.

•

France does not have a comprehensive National Action
Plan to address childhood sexual violence which adequately
addresses prevention, healing, and justice. The French arm
of the Brave Movement is mobilizing survivors with calls
for bold action, such as through the French National Call
to Action 101 and Manifeste contre l’impunité des crimes
sexuels. 102
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Annex

Annex

Methodology
Each G7 country has been ranked according to how they have
responded to childhood sexual violence at home and across the
world.
The indicators have been developed and informed by survivor
advocates at the heart of the Brave Movement, who co-created
demands such as the G7 Call to Action and the #BeBrave Global
Call to Action.

Indicators
•

Financial investment to prevent and end childhood sexual
violence (including child marriage) in lower income countries:
based on contributions to End Violence Fund

•

Financial investment to prevent and end childhood sexual
violence (including child marriage) in lower income countries:
based on contributions to Overseas Development Assistance
to end childhood sexual violence

•

Abolition of statutes of limitations in relation to childhood
sexual violence

•

Creating a safe internet free of all online forms of sexual
violence

•

Engagement with survivors through a governmentsupported National Survivors Council

•

Implementation of National Action Plans and comprehensive
strategies to address childhood sexual violence

Each country has been ranked RED = 0, AMBER = 1 or GREEN
= 2 on the basis of their performance against each indicator,
receiving a sum total which determines the overall RAG ranking.
For each of the indicators above, their RAG ranking has been
determined as follows:
Financial investment to prevent and end childhood
sexual violence (including child marriage) in lower
income countries: based on contribution to the End
Violence Fund to end childhood sexual violence
•

Red: US$1 million or less is considered a minimal

Annex

contribution.
•

•

Amber: US$1 million or more demonstrates some
contribution, but is an inadequate investment compared to
the country’s proportionate fair share (based on their GDP)
of the $1 billion target for the End Violence Fund.
Green: Proportionate fair share (based on their GDP) of the
$1 billion target for the End Violence Fund. 103

Financial investment to prevent and end childhood
sexual violence (including child marriage) in lower
income countries : Overseas Development Assistance
(ODA) spent on total interventions targeting childhood
sexual violence and child marriage 104
•

Red: US$1M or less is considered a minimal contribution.

•

Amber: US$1M or more demonstrates some contribution,
but it is an inadequate investment compared to the country’s
proportionate fair share (based on their GDP) of the billions
required to end childhood sexual violence.

•

Green: Proportionate fair share (based on their GDP) of the
billions required to end childhood sexual violence. 105

Elimination of statutes of limitations in relation to
childhood sexual violence
•

Red: Statutes of limitations relating to childhood sexual
violence exist and no reforms have been made.

•

Amber: Some meaningful reforms have been made to
extend the limitation period, but further progress is needed
to fully eliminate statutes of limitations.

•

Green: Full elimination of statutes of limitations.

Creating a safe internet free of all online forms of sexual
violence
•

Red: Limited protections are in place, prohibiting production,
reproduction, distribution and dissemination of sexually
explicit material containing a child (laws are missing for one
or more of the four areas).

•

Amber: All four protections are in place, prohibiting
production, reproduction, distribution and dissemination of
sexually explicit material containing a child, however they are
not effectively implemented.

Annex

•

Green: Adequate protections are in place, prohibiting
production, reproduction, distribution and dissemination
of sexually explicit material containing a child and these are
effectively implemented. 106

Engagement with survivors through a governmentsupported National Survivors Councils
•

Red: No government-supported National Survivors Councils. 107

•

Amber: Formal commitment to create a governmentsupported National Survivors Council, but this has not yet
been created.

•

Green: Establishment of a government-supported National
Survivors Council.

Implementation of National Action Plans or a strategy to
address childhood sexual violence
•

Red: No National Action plan or strategy to address
childhood sexual violence.

•

Amber: National Action Plan that addresses childhood sexual
violence but does not include adequate programs and

policies that include prevention, healing and justice.
•

Green: Implementation of National Action Plans and
comprehensive strategies to address childhood sexual
violence that include adequate programs and policies for
prevention, healing, and justice.

Annex

Calculating overall RAG ranking:

COUNTRIES

1. We divided the highest RAG ranking value (2) by the number of
RAG rankings (3) = 0.66. 0.66 gives us the range for each RAG
ranking: 0 - 0.66 (red), 0.66 - 1.33 (amber), 1.33 - 2 (green).
2. To determine the country’s overall RAG ranking, we divided the total
ranking of a country by the number of indicators (6). For example,
as the UK’s sum total is 6, 6/6 = 1. This would mean the UK would
fall into 0.66 - 1.33 category which would give them an amber
ranking.

See diagram on the right for the ranking for each G7 country.

SUM TOTAL

RAG figure

RAG ranking

Germany

6

1

Amber

UK

6

1

Amber

Canada

4

0.67

Amber

USA

3

0.5

Red

Italy

3

0.5

Red

Japan

2

0.33

Red

France

1

0.16

Red
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