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Executive Summary

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

Economic Role of Paid Child Care in the U.S. and States

One of the most fundamental roles played by child care
is enabling parents to participate in the labor force. Most
parents with young children are in the workforce. Among
U.S. families with a child under age 5, 91% have a working
parent. For married couple families, 98% have at least one
working parent and 60% have both parents in the work-
force. For families maintained by only one parent, 79%
of mothers and 88% of fathers who head the household
are employed.

To support employment, parents choose from a broad
range of child care options, either paid or unpaid. This re-
port focuses on the role played by paid child care services.
Paid care provides parents with a market-based alternative
to in-home parental care and other forms of non-paid care.

Paid care generally becomes an option for parental care
when all parents in the household are working. Paid care
is used disproportionately by families with higher incomes.

Developing a better understanding of the economic role
played by paid care is important from a policy standpoint
because it is used for over 20% of U.S. children of child
care age, from birth to age 14. In 2019, paid child care use
was nearly twice as high for children under age 5 (29.4%)
compared to school-age children (16%). More than 75% of
children in paid care are age 8 and under.

Paid options include both formal and informal care arrange-
ments such as neighbors or friends, which may or may not
be regulated by states but reflect child care arrangements
for which parents pay for child care services. The child care
market has become a large, productive component of the
U.S. economy with U.S. households reporting total child
care spending of $60 billion in 2019.

What remains unclear is the exact economic role played
by paid child care in the U.S. economy. Federal and state
governments spent nearly $20 billion in 2019 on direct
subsidies and cost offsets (such as tax credits) to expand
child care access. Paid child care plays a key role in feder-
al and state policy efforts to provide support to low income
families that need assistance in entering or remaining in
the workforce. Child care paid for with subsidies and oth-
er cost offsets (such as tax credits) remains the key channel
through which U.S. child care policy operates.

This report is the first of a four-part series related to the role
played by paid child care services in the U.S. economy. The
first report explores three topic areas:

« The first topic addresses who uses paid child care,
how much it costs, and how its usage varies across
the states. It includes a close review of the impact of
the COVID pandemic on paid child care utilization in
2019 compared to 2020.

« The second topic area examines a range of economic,
demographic, and child care market characteristics
that influence the use of paid child care nationally and
across the states.

» The third topic area examines the critical link between
labor force participation (especially of women and
mothers) and the use of paid child care services.

How is Paid Child Care Used in the
U.S. and States?

How many children are in paid child care?

» Current Population Survey estimates suggest that
there are approximately 60 million children in the
U.S. under the age of 15 who potentially need paid
child care services.

* An estimated 10 million of the 60 million children
ages 14 and under in the U.S. were reportedly in paid
child care while their parent(s) worked in 2020 (with
about 4.7 million of these children under age 5).

*  Most households with children in paid care have
more than one child enrolled. Nationally, there were
1.56 children per household with a child ages o to 14
in paid care in 2019. Most states have between 1.40
and 1.65 children in paid care per household.

COVID Pandemic Impact:
Number of Children in Paid Child Care

e The number of children under age 14 in paid
child care declined from 12.2 million in 2019 to
10 million in 2020.

¢ The number of children under age 5 in paid
child care declined from 5.7 million in 2019 to
4.7 million in 2020.

e The number of school-age children in paid child
care declined from 6.5 million in 2019 to
5.2 million in 2020.
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What are the trends in the share of children in
paid care?

« Paid care continues to be used for approximately 20%
or less of children under the age of 15. The share of
children in paid care has fluctuated over time with a
general rising trend the past two decades (e.g., rising
from a low of 15.9% in 2005 to a high of 20.3% in
2019 before retreating sharply to 16.7% during the
pandemic in 2020).

« The overall share averaged 19.4% across the most re-
cent decade from 2011 to 2020 and 17.4% in the prior
decade from 2001 to 2010.

« Among children under age 5, use of paid child care
has risen from a low of 23.2% in 2005 to 29.4% in
2019 before declining to 25% in 2020.

« Among school-age children, use of paid child care has
risen from a low of 12.2% in 2005 to 16% in 2019 be-
fore declining to 12.9% in 2020.

« Theroughly 20% share of children in paid care im-
plies that parental care or other forms of non-paid
care remain the norm for most working parents in
the U.S.

Across states, utilization of paid child care varies greatly by
age group as well as by use of paid child care during the
COVID pandemic. For example, in some states, use of paid
child care greatly declined in 2020 compared to 2019. In
other states, paid child care increased over the same period.

What is happening to the number of children of
child care age?

» Despite declining numbers of children under the age
of 15 in recent years, both the number and share of
children in paid child care increased over the past
two decades. Growth in paid child care usage as a
share of population was taking place despite declining
numbers of children of child care age. This suggests
increased relative demand for paid child care services
in the period.

COVID Pandemic Impact:
Percentage of Children in Paid Child Care

e Overall, the share of children age 14 or younger
in paid child care declined from 20.3% in 2019
to 16.7% in 2020, a decline of nearly 20%.

e The percentage of children under age 5 in paid
child care declined from 29.4% in 2019 to 25%
in 2020.

e The percentage of school-age children in paid
child care declined from 16% in 2019 to 12.9%
in 2020.

The impact of the pandemic affected families and
their use of paid child care in different ways.
For example,

e In Maine, 51.4% of children under age 5 were in
paid care in 2019, declining to 11.8% in 2020.

¢ Inlowa, 38.9% of children under age 5 were in
paid care in 2019, increasing to 49% in 2020.

Note: Given the influence of COVID-19 in 2020, there could be
limitations related to sampling size across states.

Which children are most likely to be in paid care?
Children in paid child care are most likely to:

« beunder age 5,

« have parents ages 25 to 34,

 live in households with higher education levels and
higher income,

« live in an owned home,

« livein New England or the West North Central region,
and

 have a full-time working parent or one pursuing part-
time education.

Top 10 States in 2019 and 2020 by Utilization of Paid Child Care for Children Under Age 5

Top 10 States in 2019 Top 10 States in 2020

2019 % Paid Care 2020 % Paid Care 2020 % Paid Care 2019 % Paid Care
Maine 51.4% 11.8% lowa 49.0% 38.9%
North Dakota 47.2% 32.2% Nebraska 40.6% 47.0%
Nebraska 47.0% 40.6% New Hampshire 40.4% 46.5%
New Hampshire 46.5% 40.4% Virginia 39.9% 41.1%
District of Columbia 45.7% 31.0% Minnesota 39.3% 39.5%
Virginia 41.1% 39.9% Washington 39.2% 30.5%
South Dakota 40.5% 32.4% Vermont 37.4% 29.8%
Oregon 39.7% 27.7% Kansas 37.4% 30.0%
Minnesota 39.5% 39.3% Wyoming 35.0% 26.5%
Connecticut 39.3% 24.9% lllinois 34.6% 32.3%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Children in Paid Child Care by Age (2019)

Age(s) Total Children Children in Paid Care Chil dr::?;eP:: d Care B gi:::ltegory

0-14 60,398,184 12,290,034 20.3% 100.0%
0-4 19,426,241 5,714,728 29.4% 46.5%
5-14 40,971,943 6,575,306 16.0% 53.5%
0 3,648,062 666,331 18.3% 5.4%

1 3,930,038 1,177,187 30.0% 9.6%

2 3,917,062 1,254,490 32.0% 10.2%

3 3,936,914 1,277,685 32.5% 10.4%

4 3,994,165 1,339,035 33.5% 10.9%

5 4,000,469 1,172,713 29.3% 9.5%

6 3,999,750 904,835 22.6% 7.4%

7 4,099,680 851,902 20.8% 6.9%

8 4,003,962 807,682 20.2% 6.6%

9 4,131,331 691,738 16.7% 5.6%

10 4,050,042 685,007 16.9% 5.6%
11 4,109,861 555,878 13.5% 4.5%
12 4,284,100 398,134 9.3% 3.2%
13 4,122,180 245,427 6.0% 2.0%
14 4,170,568 261,990 6.3% 2.1%

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations

a “graying” problem, it is a combination of longer life
expectancy and a declining birth rate.

Are there demographic trends related to the use
of paid care?

« Declining U.S. birth and fertility rates continue to Does paid care usage vary across the states?
weigh on the number of children of child care age.

Measured in 2020 relative to the recent peak in U.S. .

births in 2007, the fertility rate is down 19.5% and the
crude birth rate is down 23.5%. Relative to the peak in
the 1950s, the fertility rate and crude birth rates are
down by more than half.

The aging of America is also closely intertwined with
a falling birth rate and the declining number of chil-
dren of child care age. Rather than viewed as simply

Paid child care usage for children of all ages varies
greatly, with states including Alaska, New Mexico,
Utah, and West Virginia having less than 11% of chil-
dren ages 0 to 14 in paid care in 2019.

States with a more than 30% share in paid care include
Connecticut, Maine, Nebraska, New Hampshire, and
North Dakota plus the District of Columbia.

Top 10 States in 2019 and 2020 by Utilization of Paid Child Care for Children Ages 0-14

Top 10 States in 2020

2020 2019
Vermont 29.6% 22.0%
Nebraska 27.9% 30.2%
District of Columbia 27.1% 34.3%
Virginia 26.9% 28.7%
Rhode Island 26.4% 27.4%
New Hampshire 24.6% 35.1%
North Dakota 24.6% 31.7%
Minnesota 24.3% 23.1%
lowa 24.2% 26.8%
Washington 23.0% 26.8%

Top 10 States in 2019
2019 2020
New Hampshire 35.1% 25.6%
District of Columbia 34.3% 27.1%
Maine 33.4% 16.7%
Connecticut 32.4% 19.7%
North Dakota 31.7% 24.6%
Nebraska 30.2% 27.9%
South Dakota 29.3% 21.4%
Virginia 28.7% 26.9%
Oregon 28.0% 19.1%
Rhode Island 27.4% 26.4%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations




How did the pandemic affect paid child
care usage?

» The pandemic weighed heavily on paid child care us-
age in 2020. The number in paid care dropped nearly
20%, from 12.3 million reported in 2019 prior to the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, to 10 million in
2020.

» The pandemic period also highlights that the share of
children in paid care is sensitive to the business cycle.
Steep drops in the share of children in paid care are
found during the extended hiring slump following the
2001 recession, in 2009 during the Great Recession,
and in 2020 in response to the pandemic-induced
recession.

» Most states reported a loss in the share of children in
paid care during the pandemic. Four states reported
declines of approximately 10% or more in the overall
share of children in paid care in 2020.

» However, the impact of the pandemic was not uni-
form across states. In seven states, the percentage of
children age 14 and younger increased in paid child
care.

How much do families report spending on paid
child care?

« Expenditures per household reached a record high of
$7,602 in 2019 before declining by 7.2% to $7,058 in
2020 during the pandemic.

« Expenditures per child also reached a record high of
$4,880 in 2019 before falling 6.8% to $4,548 in 2020.

» The median state expenditure of $6,878 is far lower
than the average of $7,602 per household in 2019.

 Across all U.S. households reporting children in paid
care, child care expenditures averaged 5.2% of house-
hold income over the 2009 to 2020 period. On a per
child basis, expenditures averaged 3.4% of household
income over the 2009 to 2020 period.

« Prior to the decline in per child spending to 3.0%
during the pandemic, per child spending tracked in a
narrow range from 3.3% to 3.6% of household income
from 2009 to 2019.

» Total expenditures in most states are roughly evenly
distributed across a range of $4,000 to $9,000.

» Atthe statelevel, total expenditures ranged from 3.0%
of income in Hawaii to 7.8% in Maryland. On a per
child basis, the expenditure share of income ranged
from 1.9% in Arizona to 6.3% in Maryland.

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

COVID Pandemic Impact:
States with an Increase of Children in
Paid Child Care

State 2019 2020

Alaska 10.3% 11.4%
Delaware 15.2% 17.3%
Minnesota 23.1% 24.3%
Montana 16.8% 18.4%
Pennsylvania 18.1% 22.1%
Vermont 22% 29.6%
West Virginia 6.7% 14.3%

How is income tied to the use of paid child care?

» Households with children in paid care reported av-
erage income of $149,926 in 2020, $30,713 higher
than the average income of families with children --
$119,213. Over the 2009 to 2019 period, those with
children in paid care had household income of ap-
proximately 125% of the overall average.

« An even greater income differential is present be-
tween households using paid child care and those
with children but none in paid care in 2020. The
$149,926 average income for those with children in
paid care is $39,049 greater than the average income
of households with children but not using paid care.

COVID Pandemic Impact:
Families Using Paid Care During COVID Had
Higher Incomes

e [n 2020, the average income of families using paid
care was $149,926.

e [n 2019, the average income of families using paid
care was $144,780.

How much do U.S. households collectively spend
on paid child care?

» Total reported expenditures reached $60 billion in
2019 before dropping by nearly one-fourth (24%) in
2020 to only $45.6 billion.
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Household Income of Children in Paid Care (2020)
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Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations

What Factors Explain Paid Child Three key economic and demographic factors have
Care Usage? a fundamental influence on paid child care usage:
Findings from existing child care research, economic theo- 1. labor force attachment (particularly for

ry, and analysis of child care data at the state level suggest mothers),

that economic and demographic factors and characteristics 2. household income, and

of child care markets at the state level are believed to be 3. educational attainment.

closely intertwined with the use of paid child care.

Percentage of Children Under Age 5 in Paid Care by Household Income (2019)
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Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Labor Force Attachment. One of the primary roles of child
care, both paid and unpaid, is its role in facilitating a par-
ent’s participation in the workforce. Specifically, it is the
labor force participation of mothers that is believed to be
most closely tied to paid child care usage given that most
in-home parental care is traditionally provided by mothers.

For mothers ages 18-54 with a child ages 0 to 4, a 1% in-
crease in the labor force participation rate of mothers is
associated with a 0.89% increase in the share of children
ages 0 10 4 in paid care across the states.

The states with the highest maternal labor force participation
rates have a more than 20% higher share of children in paid
care on average than those with the lowest participation rates.

Household Income. Households with higher income are far
more likely to have a child in paid child care.

« Households with children in paid care had average
reported household income of $149,926 in 2020, and
$144,780 in 2019. As income increases, use of paid
care increases, particularly for children under age 5.

 Across the states, the share of children in paid child
care is highly sensitive to income differences. Each
$1,000 of additional real income per capita is asso-
ciated with a 0.7% increase in the share of children
in paid care.

» An additional $10,000 in real income per capita in a
state is associated with a 7% average increase in the
share of children in paid care.

» Lower income states with real per capita income of
about $45,000 annually typically have about 17% of
children in paid care. Higher income states with real
per capita income of approximately $55,000 typically
have about a 22% share of children in paid care.

Educational Attainment. Above average use of paid care is
generally found where the primary householder has a bach-
elor’s degree or higher.

» An additional 0.1 years of schooling across the states
is associated with a 1.4% higher share of children ages
0-4 in paid care.

» Many of the highest education states have a full year
of additional schooling on average relative to the
lowest education states. This is associated with an
additional 14% share of children ages 0 to 4 and 11%
share of children ages 0 to 14 in paid care, on average,
across the states.

« States with the highest education levels tend to have
a share of children in paid care that is roughly double
the share in states with the lowest education levels.

The structure of the child care market in each
state is believed to influence the level of paid
child care usage. Three important characteristics
of state child care markets include:

1. child care expenditures as a share of income
(or cost burden),

2. federal and state child care subsidies and
cost offsets (such as tax credits) as a share
of income, and

3. the availability of alternative sources of pub-
licly provided care (primarily preschool).

These three factors reflect current child care policy concerns
including the effect of the high cost of care, the effectiveness
of public funding of child care, and the effect of alternative
public care options such as pre-K on the use of paid care.

Top 10 States in 2019 and 2020 by Percentage of Income Spent on Child Care for Children Ages 0-14

Top 10 States in 2020

2020 2019
Delaware 7.0% 5.0%
Oklahoma 6.9% 6.0%
Tennessee 6.8% 4.4%
Montana 6.6% 7.0%
Colorado 6.6% 3.4%
Florida 6.5% 5.4%
North Dakota 6.4% 7.4%
Nebraska 6.3% 5.5%
lowa 5.8% 5.9%
Minnesota 5.5% 4.7%

Top 10 States in 2019

2019 2020
Maryland 7.8% 4.1%
North Dakota 7.4% 6.4%
Vermont 7.1% 5.1%
Montana 7.0% 6.6%
Oregon 6.9% 5.1%
Louisiana 6.8% 3.5%
Kansas 6.8% 4.4%
Idaho 6.5% 4.6%
District of Columbia 6.4% 5.2%
Indiana 6.3% 3.5%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Child Care Expenditure Share. Child care costs have long
been viewed as the major obstacle to the wider use of paid
child care services while parents worked.

+ Child care costs are most effectively measured as the
amount of expenditures on paid child care as a share
of household income.

« In 2019, Current Population Survey estimates sug-
gest that U.S. households with children ages 0 to 14 in
paid care spent an average of $4,880 per child on paid
care, or 3.4% of household income.

» In 2019, the share per child varied widely across the
states, from 1.9% in Arizona to 6.3% in Maryland.

Child Care Subsidies and Cost Offsets. The net cost of child
care to U.S. households is often determined by the receipt
of a range of federal and state subsidies and other cost off-
sets. These subsidies and offsets are viewed as a potential
key determinant of the share of paid child care usage across
the states.

 Publicchild care funding comes primarily from shared
federal and state expenditures through the Child Care
and Development Fund (CCDF) and Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families (TANF) programs along
with the federal Child and Dependent Care tax credit.

» Funding from the three sources totaled approximate-
ly $19.3 billion nationally in fiscal year 2019 — CCDF
$10.3 billion, TANF $5.1 billion, and the federal Child
and Dependent Care tax credit $3.8 billion.

» The $19.3 billion in fiscal year 2019 support is equal
to approximately 37% of the total child care expen-
ditures reported by U.S. households in CPS data in
2019.

» Nationally, subsidies and offsets per child ages o to
14 from these sources totaled approximately $320 in

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

2019, or 0.46% of U.S. median household income.
This equates to 6.6% of the average per child expendi-
ture of $4,880 on paid care in 2019.

» The dollar amount of child care subsidies and offsets
per child in paid care varied widely ($149 in Tennes-
see to $828 in the District of Columbia) across the
states in 2019, as did subsidy spending per child as
a share of household income (0.23% in Arizona and
Utah to 0.97% in Delaware).

Public Child Care Options (Preschool). The availability of
other publicly funded child care options may influence the
demand for paid child care within a given state. In many
states, the primary alternative to paid care for 3- and 4-year-
olds is preschool.

» Greater availability of public preschool options in a
state implicitly provides a fully subsidized option for
care (for at least some hours of the day). The share of
children in preschool is expected to be inversely relat-
ed to the use of paid care.

» Measured by the National Institute for Early Educa-
tion Research (NIEER) as the share of all children
ages 3 and 4 in preschool, 29.7% were reported as
enrolled in preschool in fiscal year 2020. Public pre-
school options serve about 44% of 4-year-old children
and 17% of 3-year-old children.

« The number of children in preschool increased steadi-
ly from a recent low of 2.21 million in 2013 to 2.45
million in 2019 but posted a slight decrease in 2020.
The share varied widely across the states in 2020,
with the District of Columbia and Vermont serving
about 84% of 4-year-olds and Vermont far surpassing
all other states serving 64.9% of 3-year-old children.
Idaho had the smallest share of children in public
preschool programs, serving 12.5% of 4-year-old chil-

Top 10 States in 2019 and 2021 by Labor Force Participation by Mothers with Children Ages 0-14

Top 10 States in 2019 Top 10 States in 2021

State 2019 2021 State 2021 2019
South Dakota 86.4% 79.2% lowa 86.9% 80.4%
Wisconsin 85.7% 79.2% Rhode Island 82.1% 78.6%
Minnesota 83.3% 75.1% North Dakota 81.2% 78.4%
New Hampshire 82.8% 78.0% Nebraska 80.3% 81.3%
District of Columbia 81.9% 73.2% Missouri 80.0% 75.4%
Colorado 81.4% 73.3% Wisconsin 79.2% 85.7%
Nebraska 81.3% 80.3% South Dakota 79.2% 86.4%
Massachusetts 80.8% 74.0% Montana 78.2% 74.6%
lowa 80.4% 86.9% Vermont 78.2% 74.7%
Rhode Island 78.6% 82.1% New Hampshire 78.0% 82.8%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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dren and 8.4% of 3-year-old children. States without
a public preschool program relying instead on Head
Start tended to serve the smallest percentage of either
3- or 4-year-old children.

Paid Child Care and Labor Force Participation

The high cost of child care has long been recognized as
the key obstacle to the use of more paid care by working
families. States with the highest maternal labor force partic-
ipation rates have a more than 20% higher share of children
in paid care on average than those with the lowest partici-
pation rates.

Across economic and demographic factors, the share of
children in paid care across states is most closely tied to the
labor force participation rate of mothers. With use of paid
care closely tied to household income, this is not surprising.
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Reports in the Series

This report is the first of a four-part series related to use of
paid child care and labor force participation of mothers.
The report details who uses paid child care, what percent of
household income is spent on child care for those families
who pay for it, and what characteristics are associated with
families who pay for child care (e.g., maternal labor force
participation, reported expenditures for child care, house-
hold income, level of education, and age of children in paid
care) across states.

More detailed tables, figures, bar charts, and state infor-
mation can be found on CED’s web site at www.ced.org.
The data can be filtered by year, variable (such as labor
force participation rate of mothers with young children or
children age 0-14) and by state.

The second report in the series will review the labor force
participation of mothers in greater detail (across income,
race, and major occupations). A third report will explore
economic growth associated with increasing levels of ma-
ternal labor force participation and access to paid child care.
The final report in the series will provide a data primer for
those interested in learning more about Current Population
Survey data utilization.
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l. Introduction: Paid Child Care in the U.S. and States

Data on the usage and cost of child care services in the U.S.
are not widely available. Federal surveys provide much of
the available data but are generally performed only peri-
odically and provide little continuous data for performing
analysis over time. They also do not typically provide data
suitable for performing state-level analysis.

The widely used Current Population Survey (CPS) is one
of the most robust sources of information available on the
use of paid child care services by working parents. The sur-
vey captures both the number of children in paid care and
household expenditures on care. The data can also be fil-
tered along several economic and demographic dimensions
captured in the survey. While not providing detailed data
on the types of paid coverage used, the CPS provides key in-
sights into paid child care not
available through other sourc-
es. Most importantly, the CPS
data provide state-level in-
formation on paid child care
usage and extend over a sig-
nificant time frame.

This initial section of the re-
port describes child care data
available within the CPS and
the methodology used by
the Census Bureau to collect
it. The number and share of U.S. children in paid care is
evaluated at both the national and state levels. Family ex-
penditures are evaluated across the U.S. and states, along
with measures of household income spent on paid care.

Child Care Data in the Current
Population Survey

The CPS is a monthly survey sponsored jointly by the U.S.
Census Bureau and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS). The survey traces its roots back to 1940 when the
Monthly Report of Unemployment was initiated by the
Works Progress Administration following the Great De-
pression period.

The CPS, also commonly referred to as the household
survey, is a sample-based survey of about 60,000 eligible
households.! It provides a comprehensive body of data on
the U.S. labor force by demographic and labor force char-
acteristics. The survey is conducted using a combination
of live telephone and in-person interviews with household
respondents. The survey is generally administered the cal-
endar week that includes the 12th day of the month.

The basic monthly survey gathers demographic character-
istics of each person in a household along with information

The widely used Current
Population Survey (CPS) is one
of the most robust sources of

information available on the use of
paid child care services by working
parents.
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to determine whether they are employed, unemployed, or
not in the labor force. The survey covers the civilian nonin-
stitutional population ages 16 and older and their children
who reside within the 50 states and the District of Colum-
bia. Active-duty members of the Armed Forces and persons
residing in institutions (e.g., correctional institutions or
long-term care facilities) are excluded from the basic survey.

A widely used supplement to the CPS is the Annual Social
and Economic Supplement (ASEC) that the Census Bureau
conducts every February, March, and April. The Census Bu-
reau has collected ASEC data since 1947. The supplement
collects data on health insurance coverage, work experi-
ence, income from all sources, receipt of noncash benefits,
poverty, migration, geographic mobility, and other special
topics. The CPS ASEC also
collects data on the use of paid
child care services.

Use of the ASEC requires
a tradeoff from monthly to
annual data but provides a
broader sample and larger
universe than the basic CPS.
The ASEC sample exceeds
75,000 households and con-
sists of the March CPS sample
plus additional CPS house-
holds identified in prior CPS samples and the following
April CPS sample. The ASEC also includes certain mem-
bers of the armed forces. The added households provide for
more reliable coverage and improved precision of the ASEC
estimates for many household types. This also supplements
coverage in states where the sample size is relatively small
in the basic survey.

Child Care Questions in the CPS

Child care usage was first surveyed in the CPS ASEC in 2001,
while child care expenditures were first collected in 2010.

The CPS ASEC asks parents whether or not they paid for
child care while they worked and how much they spent in
the prior year (i.e., the most recent 2021 survey asks about
child care usage in calendar year 2020). The questions ask
about costs across all arrangements and all children in the
household under the age of 15.

Two specific questions are asked of respondents to the CPS
ASEC survey:

1. Did (you/anyone in this household) PAY for the care
of (your/their) (child/children) while they worked
last year? (Include preschool and nursery school;



exclude kindergarten or grade/elementary school)?
If question 1 is answered yes:

2. What is the annual amount paid for child care by
household members?

The initial question asks specifically about the use of paid
child care to enable someone in the household to work. The
focus of the question on care while working reduces re-
sponses that cover the use of paid child care for non-work
purposes, including leisure.

Measures of the number of children in paid care used
throughout this report are extracted from the CPS ASEC for
the 2001 to 2021 survey years. Because the child care ques-
tions inquire about the prior calendar year, the child care
usage data reflect economic activity in the 2000 to 2020
period. The measure of child care expenditures is extracted
from the 2010 to 2021 CPS ASEC survey years, which reflect
activity in the 2009 to 2020 period.

The underlying CPS data used in the analysis are extracted
from the IPUMS-CPS database maintained by the Min-
nesota Population Center at the University of Minnesota.>
IPUMS-CPS is a harmonized version of the Census Bu-
reau’s CPS database that allows for continuity of use and
consistent definitions of survey items across multiple years
of data.

Child care usage and expenditures in the CPS are collected
for children ages 0 to 14, as well as two subgroups of chil-
dren — younger children ages 0 to 4 and school-age children
ages 5-14. The market for child care services is largely seg-
mented along these two age groupings by both cost and
market structure.

The data are tabulated at both the national and state levels
and can be evaluated along numerous economic and de-
mographic measures of activity by household, family, and
person. The data can also be aggregated across states to
form regional or national totals.

Derived Child Care-Related Measures. The child care-relat-
ed data reported in the CPS ASEC are combined with other
CPS questions to create several child care-related data items
used throughout the report. We aggregate each household
level variable across all households at the national and state
levels to form the following data series:

1. number of households in the region with children in
paid child care;

2. number of children of child care age (under 15) across
all households in the region;

3. number of children of child care age who are in paid
care in the region;

4. number of children of child care age who are not in
paid care in the region;
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5. share of children of child care age in paid care in the
region;

6. average child care expenditures per household in the
region;

7. average child care expenditures per child in paid care
in the region;

8. total child care expenditures across all households in
the region;

9. average household income of all households in the
region;

10. average household income of households in the re-
gion with children in paid care;

11. average household income of households in the re-
gion with no children in paid care;

12. child care expenditures as a share of household in-
come in the region;

13. child care expenditures per child as a share of house-
hold income in the region

The derived data above provide a multidimensional child
care dataset at the national and state levels.

Limitations to CPS Data. There are known limitations to
the CPS data on child care usage due to the survey’s design,
structure, and methodology. These include the following:

1. The survey counts every child in paid care but does
not ask for details about the specific child care ar-
rangement for each child.

2. No specific type of child care arrangement is specified
or collected, only whether the care was for pay to en-
able someone in the household to work.

3. The amount paid for care does not specifically capture
the price of care but instead measures total annual
household expenditures.

4. Expenditures are calculated per family and cannot
generally be identified for each child in care unless a
family has only a single child in paid care.

5. No estimate is provided for the typical number of
hours of paid care used each week or month.

6. The survey asks about the full calendar year and can-
not determine the number of weeks or months child
care was used throughout the year.

7. Expenditures on child care are collected only if care
was necessary for a parent’s employment.

8. Households may have multiple families, and expendi-
tures may capture the care of children from multiple
families.

9. The underlying CPS survey methodology was altered
for the 2014 survey period.3 The 2014 CPS ASEC uti-
lized a split panel design to test a redesigned set of
income questions.

10. Some state samples may be relatively small, particu-
larly when slicing the data along multiple dimensions.

The events surrounding COVID-19 also resulted in sub-
stantial volatility in the state-level child care data in the
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2021 survey (covering 2020
activity). In-person surveying
efforts were hampered during
the survey period and sample
sizes were far smaller than in
prior years.

Despite these limitations, CPS
ASEC data on child care of-
fer substantial benefits over

In 2020, CPS estimates suggest
that there were approximately 60
million children in the U.S. under
the age of 15 who potentially
needed paid child care services.

paid care, and the share of
children in paid care. All chil-
dren ages 0 to 14 are covered,
including a split of children
into younger children ages o
to 4 and school age children
ages 5to 14.

Children of Child Care Age.
The most fundamental deter-

many other sources of child care usage and cost data. These
include consistent survey methodology, annual continuity
of time series data, an extended time frame, and state-level
geographic coverage. It is the time series features and geo-
graphic coverage provided by CPS data that are leveraged in
the analysis throughout the report.

Usage of Paid Child Care in the U.S.

Figure 1 provides an overview of national trends in the num-
ber of children of child care age, the number of children in

minant of the number of children in paid child care is the
population of children of child care age. In 2020, CPS es-
timates suggest that there were approximately 60 million
children in the U.S. under the age of 15 who potentially
needed paid child care services.

Approximately one-third (19.1 million) were under the age
of 5 who need far more regular and intensive child care
services. The remaining two-thirds (40.8 million) were chil-
dren ages 5 to 14 who typically need care after school and
during school holidays and breaks.

Figure 1. U.S. Children under Age 15 in Paid Child Care

Ages 0 to 14 AgesO0to 4 Ages 5 to 14
(a) Number of Children (millions)
62 . 42.0
61.3 220 212 i)
62 61.0 415 410
61 21.0 19.9 41.0
61
40.5
60 60.6 200 4
60 60.3 40.0 B
: 59.9 19.0 39.5
>9 19.3 el - 40.1
59 | } } } } 180 —m—mt—r—rt———————— 39.0 Pt 1
00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20
Year Year Year
(b) Children in Paid Child Care (millions)
16 o1 12.29 16 16
12 <_['V"_~< 12 12
5.80
5.71 6.58
8 10.03 g 52 8
9.65
4 4 4
5.26
0 } T 0""477 0 = - L )
00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20
Year Year Year
(c) Share in Paid Child Care
35% 35% = 29.4% 35%
30% | 30% 26.9% 30%
25% 18.2% 203% 259 25% . 16.0%
20% 20% 20% 142%
25.0%
15% 15% 22.1% 15%
10% 15.9% 16.8% 16.7% 10% 10%
5% 5% 5% 12.9%
0% FHF——t—t—t—h 0% " % FH———t——t+t———t——h
00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20 00 05 10 15 20
Year Year Year
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations.

15



Children in Paid Care. An estimated 10 million of the 60
million children ages 14 and under in the U.S. were report-
edly in paid child care while their parent(s) worked in 2020
(Figure 1a). The number in paid care dropped nearly 20%
in 2020, from 12.3 million
reported in 2019 prior to the
onset of the COVID-19 pan-

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

The decline is traced primarily to younger children ages
0 to 4 whose numbers dropped by more than 2 million,
from a peak of 21.2 million in 2008 to only 19.1 million in
2020. Conversely, an increase of 1.1 million children ages
5 to 14 from 2008 to 2012
offset a portion of the de-
cline in younger children. The

o .
demic to 10 million in 2020. About 25% Of children number of children ages 5 to
Slightly less than half (4.77 under age 5 were in 14 has since resumed a slow
million) of children in paid . . decline since 2012, falling by
care were ages O to 4 with the P aid care in 2020’ more than 330,000 between
remainder (5.2 million) ages versus only 12.9% of children 2012 to 2020. Currently, the
5 to 14. Over the full sample ages 5to 14. populations of both younger

from 2000 to 2020, children
ages O to 4 represent a little
less than half the children in
paid care. The relative sizes of these two age cohorts change
year-to-year as births introduce new children to the system
and older children leave the child care system.

Paid care continues to be used for approximately 20% or
less of children under the age of 15. The share has fluctuated
over time with a general rising trend the past two decades.
The share reached 20.3% in 2019 before retreating sharply
t0 16.7% during the pandemic
in 2020. The overall share av-
eraged 19.4% across the most
recent decade from 2011 to
2020 and 17.4% in the prior
decade from 2001 to 2010.

Paid care is reported far more
frequently for younger chil-
dren. An estimated 25% of
children ages 4 and under
were in paid care in 2020, versus only 12.9% of children
ages 5 to 14. Due to the pandemic, the 2020 shares are down
sharply from 2019 when 29.4% of children o to 4 and 16.0%
of children ages 5 and over were in paid care.

The roughly 20% share of children in paid care implies that
parental care or other forms of non-paid care remain the
norm for most working parents in the U.S. Typical non-paid
care options include grandparents, siblings, other relatives
and family members, and neighbors. These options include
both in-home and out-of-home care arrangements.

Declining Population of Children of Child
Care Age

The number of children of child care age has been in a slow
but persistent decline for more than a decade. After peaking
at 61.3 million in 2008, the number declined slowly to 61.0
million in 2017 before dropping sharply to only 59.9 million
in 2020. The net decline over the period totaled 1.4 million
children, a 2.3% decline.

The COVID pandemic induced
sharp declines in the total number
of children in paid care, which
fell from 12.29 million in 2019 to
10.03 million in 2020 (18.4%).
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and school-age children are
falling.

Rising Number of Children in Paid Care. Despite declining
numbers of children under the age of 15 in recent years,
both the number and share of children in paid child care
in the U.S. maintained a slight uptrend much of the past
two decades. Growth in paid child care usage as a share of
population was taking place despite declining numbers of
children of child care age. This suggests increased relative
demand for paid child care services in the period.

After bottoming at 9.62 mil-
lion in 2004, the number
of children in paid care in-
creased to 12.29 million by
2019, a gain of 2.67 million
(27.8%) children. Older chil-
dren ages 5 and up in paid
care posted a slightly larger
increase measured by both
number of children (1.44 mil-
lion) and percentage gain (28.1%) relative to children under
age 5 (1.23 million and 27.5%). Roughly equal gains for both
age groupings further suggest an overall increase in the de-
mand for paid child care services since 2004.

Pandemic and Paid Child Care. Similarly, the share of chil-
dren in paid care was rising steadily over time prior to the
pandemic. After bottoming at 15.9% in the 2003 to 2005
period, the share of children under age 15 in paid child care
trended upward to 20.3% in 2019. The largest increase in
share was among those ages 0 to 4, rising from 22.7% in
2004 to 29.4% in 2019. The share of children ages 5 and
over in paid care increased nearly 4 percentage points, from
12.2% in 2005 to 16.0% in 2019.

The COVID pandemic induced sharp declines in the total
number of children in paid care, falling from 12.29 million
in 2019 to 10.03 million in 2020. The steep 18.4% decline
in the number of children in paid care in 2020 reflects both
lower total employment and increased demands on parents
to care for children not able to attend school in person due
to closures.



Recessions and Paid Child Care. The timing of volatility in
the data suggests that the share of children in paid care is
sensitive to the business cycle. It also highlights the expect-
ed relationship between work and paid child care usage.
Steep drops in the share of children in paid care are found
during the extended hiring slump following the 2001 reces-
sion, in 2009 during the Great Recession, and in 2020 in
response to the pandemic-induced recession. During the
early pandemic period, the reported 18.4% year-over-year
decline in paid child care usage from 2019 to 2020 was
more than three times larger than the 5.7% year-over-year
decline in total wage and salary employment in the period.5

Declining Birth Rate. The re-
cent steep decline in the U.S.
birth rate underlies the de-
creased number of children
of child care age in recent
years. Figure 2a illustrates
the close year-to-year rela-
tionship between births and
the number of children in the
U.S. ages 0 to 4.

The declining birth rate has weighed on the number of chil-
dren of child care age in the U.S. for more than a decade.
The number of live births in the U.S. declined nearly every
year between 2007 and 2020. Births peaked at 4.32 mil-
lion in 2007 and fell to only 3.61 million in 2020, a 16.4%
decline. The continued decline in the number of births is ex-
pected to put downward pressure on the number of children
of child care age until births stabilize.

Because the raw number of births is not adjusted for chang-
ing population size, it understates the severity of the ongoing
concerns over fertility in the U.S. Population adjusted mea-
sures such as the fertility rate (births per 1,000 women ages

The continued decline in the
number of births is expected to
put downward pressure on the
number of children of child care

age until births stabilize.
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15 to 44) and crude birth rate (births per 1,000 population)
in the U.S. are now at century lows (Figure 2b). Measured
in 2020 relative to the recent peak in U.S. births in 2007,
the fertility rate is down 19.5% and the crude birth rate is
down 23.5%. Relative to a recent peak in the 1950s, both the
fertility and crude birth rates are down by more than half.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
the birth rate “... has generally been below replacement since
1971 and has consistently been below replacement since
2007,” suggesting that current generations will not fully
replace themselves.®

Fertility Rate by State. Figure 3
illustrates the geographic
variation in fertility rates
across the states. Vermont’s
rate of 46.8 births per 1,000
women ages 15-44 is the
lowest among the states. The
fertility rate is 50% higher
(70.6 births) in both North
Dakota and South Dakota, the
states with the highest fertility
rates. Regionally, fertility rates are highest in the Midwest,
portions of the Deep South, upper Mountain West region,
Alaska, and Hawaii. Fertility rates are generally lowest in
the New England region and the West Coast.

While falling fertility rates are reducing the population of
children of child care age in the U.S., states with the highest
fertility rates tend to have the lowest shares of children in
paid care. Figure 4a illustrates state-level fertility rates and
the share of children ages 0 to 14 in paid care. The best-fit
line suggests that each additional 1-point rise in the fertility
rate is associated with a 0.43% lower share of children in
paid care.

Figure 2. U.S. Birth and Fertility Rates
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Figure 3. Fertility Rate by State (Births per 1,000 Women Ages 15-44)

Fertility Rate
46.8
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50.6

NH 48.2
CTi51.1.
MA 49.6
RI48.8
VT 46.8
MD 59.2
DC47.7
DE 58.7
NJ 59.5

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and RegionTrack calculations

This relationship between
fertility and paid care may
seem unexpected given that
a smaller population of chil-
dren would require less paid
child care, not more, all oth-
er factors unchanged. The
reason is that the inverse link
observed between fertility
and paid child care is spu-
rious and not causative in nature. It instead reflects the
more fundamental link from fertility to both income and
education. States with higher income and education levels
generally have lower fertility rates, both of which are pos-
itively related to the use of paid child care. The causative
channel is believed to be from income and education to
both fertility and paid child care usage. While states with
low birth rates face a declining population of children of
child care age, multiple factors such as income and edu-
cation are influencing the share of children in paid care.

The statistical fit of the best-fit line in Figure 4a is weak
(R?=0.13), but there are several outlier states that are
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States with higher income and
education levels generally have
lower fertility rates, both of which
are positively related to the use of
paid child care.

influencing the relationship
(highlighted in black). Ex-
amining the outlier states is
instructive in better under-
standing the relationships
among various factors influ-
encing the use of paid care at
the state level. Three states —
North Dakota, South Dakota,
and Nebraska — run counter
to the overall trend, having very high fertility rates but
also high shares of children in paid child care. They do
not match the overall fit between fertility and paid care
because they are also outliers based on economic and de-
mographic measures believed to explain paid care usage.
These three contiguous states in the upper Midwest all
rank among the top ten states measured by real personal
income per capita, have relatively high average education
levels, and have a below average share of 3- and 4-year-
olds enrolled in public preschool. All of these factors
are believed to contribute to higher usage of paid child
care and offset the influence of a higher fertility rate in
these states.
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Figure 4. Fertility Rate and Paid Child Care Usage

(a) 50 States and D.C. with 5 Outlier States

40%
<
o 35% ' 4
4] ® °
2 30% L . ° o
g . ° °
825% el oa
3 o o Mo %o
a cQ

20% o
c [ o
E T Pyt
= 15%
g ¢
o 10% . °®
(0]
o L]
2 5%
] ° y =-0.0043x + 0.4664

y R?=0.1343
0%
40 50 60 70 80
Fertility Rate

(b) 50 States and D.C. excluding Outlier States

40%

J aco

o 35% @

g L0

2 30% ~

o o, o o

8 25% =

SRR -

< 20% }‘ .".'f
[ ) S

S 159 R

2 (

kg 10% °®

o

& 5% y = -0.0082x + 0.688

» R?=0.5116

0%
40 50 60 70 80

Fertility Rate

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and RegionTrack calculations

Conversely two states — New Mexico and West Virginia
— present the opposite scenario. They have only average
fertility rates but use among the lowest shares of paid child
care. These two states are economic and demographic out-
liers in the opposite sense by having among the lowest real
personal income per capita among the states (West Virginia
is 47" and New Mexico is 50%), well below average levels of
educational attainment, and high shares of 3- and 4-year-
olds enrolled in public preschool. All of these factors are
believed to limit the use of paid child care services.

Removing the five outlier states reveals a far stronger statis-
tical fit (R®=0.51) between fertility rate and the use of paid
care (Figure 4b). The variation across the remaining states
is far less and the revised best-fit line suggests a far larger
(almost double) 0.82% response in paid child care usage
per unit of change in fertility rate. A one-point change in the
fertility rate across the states is associated with a nearly 1%
opposite change in the share of children in care. The states
have a roughly 20-point range in fertility rate which equates
to a 16.4% range in the share of paid care usage on average.

Aging Population. The aging of America is also closely in-
tertwined with a falling birth rate and the declining number
of children of child care age. As a share of total popula-
tion, children below the age of 15 continue to represent a
declining share of the total U.S. populace (Figure 5). The
population share of children ages 0 to 14 has declined
steadily from 21.6% in 2000 to 18.5% in 2020. The 2.1 per-
centage point loss of share for school age children (14.7%
t0 12.6%) is roughly double the 1 percentage point loss for
younger children ages 0 to 4 (6.9% to 5.9%) in the period.
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Rather than viewed as simply a “graying” problem, the ag-
ing trend is more accurately thought of as a combination
of rising numbers of older citizens and falling numbers of
younger ones. In other words, a combination of longer life
expectancy and a declining birth rate. This affects both child
care needs and labor force participation at both ends of the
age continuum as older workers drop out of the labor force
and few younger ones enter it.

Figure 5. Children as a Share of Total U.S. Population
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These trends suggest that a continued decline in birth and
fertility rates going forward will put further downward pres-
sure on the population of children of child care age in the
future. This is expected to, in turn, work to reduce the de-
mand for both paid and unpaid child care services, all other
factors held constant.

Paid Child Care Use by Age

The likelihood that a child is in paid care is highly depen-
dent upon the specific age of the child. Figures 6 and 7 detail
CPS estimates of the 12.29 million children enrolled in paid
care by age in 2019. Estimates are provided for 2019 to
avoid potential distortions from 2020 data collected during
the pandemic.

Overall estimates indicate that approximately 20.3% of all
children under the age of 15 used paid child care services.
While just more than half of the children in paid care were
school age, younger children are far more likely to be in paid
child care than older children. Usage rates among children
ages 0 to 4 (29.2%) are nearly twice as high as those for
school age children (16.0%). This difference underlies the
orientation of U.S. child care policy toward younger children.

Infants below the age of one are the least likely among
young children to be in paid care (18.3%), but the share

rises rapidly to 30% by age one. Approximately one-third
of all 1- to 4-year-olds are in paid care. Usage rates peak at
4-year-olds, with 33.5% in paid care in 2019. Nearly 30%
of 5-year-olds are in paid care, but the share drops to only
22.6% for 6-year-olds as children generally transition to ei-
ther preschool or kindergarten by age 6.

Once children reach the age of 12, the share of children in
paid care drops sharply and steadily. Paid care usage falls
below 10% for children age 12 and reaches a minimum of
only about 6% for 13- and 14-year-olds. Overall, more than
75% of children in paid care are ages 8 and under.

Demographic Characteristics of Children in Paid
Child Care

Figure 8 provides an overview of CPS data on the share of
both younger children ages 0 to 4 and school aged children
510 14 in paid child care by multiple demographic factors in
2019. Along with the age of the child, a range of demograph-
ic factors influence the likelihood that a child is in paid child
care. These characteristics highlight many potential fac-
tors that determine the varying levels of paid child care use
across the states.

Child’s Sex. A slightly higher overall share of male children
(20.5%) were in paid care than female children (20.2%).

Figure 6. Children in Paid Child Care by Age (2019)

Share of Share of Category

Age(s) Total Children Children in Paid Care Children in Paid Care Total
0-14 60,398,184 12,290,034 20.3% 100.0%
0-4 19,426,241 5,714,728 29.4% 46.5%
5-14 40,971,943 6,575,306 16.0% 53.5%
0 3,648,062 666,331 18.3% 5.4%
1 3,930,038 1,177,187 30.0% 9.6%

2 3,917,062 1,254,490 32.0% 10.2%
3 3,936,914 1,277,685 32.5% 10.4%
4 3,994,165 1,339,035 33.5% 10.9%
5 4,000,469 1,172,713 29.3% 9.5%
6 3,999,750 904,835 22.6% 7.4%
7 4,099,680 851,902 20.8% 6.9%
8 4,003,962 807,682 20.2% 6.6%
9 4,131,331 691,738 16.7% 5.6%
10 4,050,042 685,007 16.9% 5.6%
11 4,109,861 555,878 13.5% 4.5%
12 4,284,100 398,134 9.3% 3.2%
13 4,122,180 245,427 6.0% 2.0%
14 4,170,568 261,990 6.3% 2.1%

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 7. Paid Child Care Usage by Age of Child (2019)
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The higher share of males is due primarily to younger chil-
dren, with little difference in paid care usage between males
and females of school age.

Race. White children (22.5%) are slightly more likely to be
in paid care than Asian (21.8%) and Black (20.7%) children.
Children identifying as His-
panic (15.6%) have far lower
paid care usage rates. Hawai-
ian/Pacific Islander (12.2%)
and American Indian/Aleut/
Eskimo (6.9%) children have
the lowest share of paid care
usage. Children of two or
more races are the most likely
to be in paid care (24.6%).

Usage rates are far higher for younger children than school
age children for all races except American Indian/Aleut/Es-
kimo. Among younger children, white children (33.7%) are
the most likely to be in paid care. American Indian/Aleut/
Eskimo (7.9%) children ages 0 to 4 are the least likely to use
paid care.

Among older school age children, children of two or more
races (21.0%) and Asian (20.1%) children are the most likely
to be in paid care. White (17.2%) and Black (17.1%) children
of school age are approximately equally likely to use paid
care. The usage of paid care by American Indian/Aleut/Es-
kimo school age children is only 1.3 percentage points below
their use by younger children.

Presence of Parents. There is very little difference in the
overall usage of paid child care measured by the presence

Usage rates are far higher for
younger children than school
age children for all races except
American Indian/Aleut/Eskimo.

of parents, with slightly lower usage rates when only the
mother is present (20.7%). The exception is children with
neither parent present in the household. Children with no
parent present in the household (6.0%) are far less likely to
use paid care, both younger children ages 0 to 4 (9.5%) and
older children ages 5 to 14 (4.8%).

School age children with both
parents present in the house-
hold are slightly less likely
(16.1%) to use paid care than
when only the mother (17.6%)
or father (18.1%) is present.

Age of Householder. Paid

child care usage rates are sen-

sitive to the age of the primary
householder. Householders ages 25 to 34 are generally the
most likely to use paid care, for both male and female house-
holders. The lowest usage rates are found for the younger
group of householders ages 15 to 24, both male and female.
However, for younger children, older parents are far more
likely to use paid child care than younger householders.

Family Income and Education. Paid child care usage is highly
sensitive to family income. Families with household income
of $150,000 or more annually (31.1%) are more than twice
as likely to use paid care than families with income below
$20,000 (12.4%). The share of children in paid care var-
ies relatively little among households with income below
$60,000. However, only households with income of $75,000
or more use paid care at a rate above the overall average.

The difference in usage rates by income is more pronounced



for children ages 0 to 4. Nearly half (46.9%) of children in
families with income of $150,000 or more are reported in
paid care, versus only 18.8% in families with income below
$20,000. This reflects the relatively higher market cost of
infant care.

There is far less variability in usage rates based on income
for school age children. Among the highest income families,
school age children use paid care (24.0%) at a relatively high
rate that exceeds the overall usage rate for all kids (20.3%).

Much like income, child care usage is closely related to the
education level of the primary householder. Children from
households where the parent
has a master’s, professional
degree, or doctorate (30.3%)
are roughly three times more
likely to use paid care than
when the householder has
less than a high school educa-
tion (10.2%). Only when the householder has a bachelor’s
degree or higher (25.4%) does the usage of paid care exceed
the overall average for all children.

Home Ownership and Dwelling Type. Children from house-
holds where the home is owned or being bought (21.7%) are
more likely to utilize paid child care relative to those where
the home is rented (17.8%). Children living in single unit
homes are also the most likely to use paid child care. Those
living in mobile homes or trailers (10.2%) use paid care at
roughly half the overall rate.

The likelihood of using paid child care generally rises as
the number of units in the dwelling increase, except for the
group with the largest dwelling size of 10 or more units.

Paid child care usage is highly
sensitive to family income.

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

Region. There are distinct regional differences in the usage
rate for paid child care. Usage is far higher than average in
the New England (29.1%) and West North Central (25.5%)
regions and far lower than average in the East South Central
(16.8%), Mountain (17.2%), and West South Central (17.7%)
regions. Usage rates are far more national-like in the Pa-
cific (19.4%), South Atlantic (20.1%), East North Central
(21.6%), and Middle Atlantic (21.7%) regions.

Work Status and Educational Enrollment. Paid child care
usage is closely tied to the need for parents to work. Only
8.0% of children living with a householder not in the labor
force used paid child care versus 24.1% for those working.

Among householders in the
work force, full-time workers
(24.5%) and those who are
working part-time for eco-
nomic reasons but usually
work full-time (27.1%) use the
highest share of paid care. Members of the Armed Forces
(19.2%) tend to use less paid care than civilian workers. Un-
employed workers, both those normally full-time (18.3%)
and normally part-time (14.4%), use far more paid care
than householders not in the labor force.

Households where the primary householder is enrolled in
an educational program tend to use more paid child care
services. Those enrolled part-time (30.3%) use far more
than those in a full-time program (20.5%). The type of ed-
ucational program is also related to paid care usage, with
the children of those in high school far less likely to use paid
care than those enrolled in college. An estimated 31.1% of
children with parents enrolled in college on a part-time ba-
sis used paid child care.
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Figure acteristics of Children in Paid Child Care Arrangements (2019)

Total - Under 15 Years Old Under 5 Years Old 5to 14 Years Old
Share of Share of Share of
Total Children in Share In Category Total Children In Share In Category Total Children in Share In Category
Characteristics Children Paid Care  Paid Care Total Children Paid Care  Paid Care Total Children Paid Care  Paid Care Total
CHILDREN UNDER 15 YEARS OLD
Total 60,398,184 12,290,034 20.3% 100.0% 19,426,241 5,714,728 29.4% 100.0% 40,971,943 6,575,306 16.0% 100.0%
SEX OF CHILD
Male 30,851,299 6,333,892 20.5% 51.1% 9,934,247 2,965,595 29.9% 51.1% 20,917,052 3,368,297 16.1% 51.1%
Female 29,546,885 5,956,142 20.2% 48.9% 9,491,993 2,749,132 29.0% 48.9% | 20,054,891 3,207,010 16.0% 48.9%
RACE OF CHILD
White, non-Hispanic 29,880,903 6,709,548 22.5% 49.5% 9,555,174 3,217,812 33.7% 49.2% 20,325,729 3,491,735 17.2% 49.6%
Black, non-Hispanic 8,360,084 1,731,436 20.7% 13.8% 2,706,132 764,301 28.2% 13.9% 5,653,952 967,134 17.1% 13.8%
American Indian/Aleut/Eskimo 496,226 34,262 6.9% 0.8% 129,097 10,157 7.9% 0.7% 367,129 24,105 6.6% 0.9%
Asian only 3,104,434 675,806 21.8% 5.1% 970,497 246,949 25.4% 5.0% 2,133,937 428,856 20.1% 5.2%
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander only 135,751 16,626 12.2% 0.2% 33,010 6,087 18.4% 0.2% 102,740 10,539 10.3% 0.3%
Two or more races, non-Hispanic 2,756,224 678,607 24.6% 4.6% 968,173 303,658 31.4% 5.0% 1,788,051 374,949 21.0% 4.4%
Hispanic 15,664,562 2,443,750 15.6% 25.9% 5,064,157 1,165,763 23.0% 26.1% 10,600,404 1,277,987 12.1% 25.9%
TYPE OF FAMILY
Husband/wife family 41,301,375 8,583,390 20.8% 68.4% 13,579,001 4,161,166 30.6% 69.9% 27,722,374 4,422,224 16.0% 67.7%
Non-family, male householder 4,209,266 793,961 18.9% 7.0% 1,290,233 330,630 25.6% 6.6% 2,919,033 463,331 15.9% 7.1%
Non-family, female householder 14,887,542 2,912,684 19.6% 24.6% 4,557,007 1,222,932 26.8% 23.5% 10,330,536 1,689,752 16.4% 25.2%
MARITAL STATUS OF PARENTS
Married 42,723,158 8,827,784 20.7% 70.7% 14,195,365 4,286,750 30.2% 73.1% 28,527,793 4,541,034 15.9% 69.6%
Widowed, divorced, separated 8,198,614 1,539,979 18.8% 13.6% 1,809,918 496,743 27.4% 9.3% 6,388,696 1,043,237 16.3% 15.6%
Never Married 9,476,412 1,922,271 20.3% 15.7% 3,420,958 931,235 27.2% 17.6% 6,055,454 991,036 16.4% 14.8%
PRESENCE OF PARENT(S)
Both parents present 42,996,715 9,020,810 21.0% 71.2% 14,721,506 4,464,337 30.3% 75.8% 28,275,209 4,556,473 16.1% 69.0%
Mother only present 12,501,588 2,592,294 20.7% 20.7% 3,550,842 1,017,421 28.7% 18.3% 8,950,746 1,574,873 17.6% 21.8%
Father only present 2,568,104 538,183 21.0% 4.3% 571,384 177,504 31.1% 2.9% 1,996,720 360,679 18.1% 4.9%
Neither parent present 2,331,776 138,747 6.0% 3.9% 582,508 55,465 9.5% 3.0% 1,749,269 83,282 4.8% 4.3%
AGE OF HOUSEHOLDER
Male:
15-24 years 649,058 82,007 12.6% 1.1% 327,954 59,738 18.2% 1.7% 321,104 22,269 6.9% 0.8%
25-34 years 6,155,929 1,509,503 24.5% 10.2% 3,532,500 1,030,118 29.2% 18.2% 2,623,429 479,385 18.3% 6.4%
35+ years 21,507,303 4,232,302 19.7% 35.6% 5,569,504 1,739,012 31.2% 28.7% 15,937,799 2,493,290 15.6% 38.9%
Female:
15-24 years 1,127,946 186,135 16.5% 1.9% 722,611 138,099 19.1% 3.7% 405,336 48,036 11.9% 1.0%
25-34 years 10,346,713 2,363,462 22.8% 17.1% 4,624,979 1,292,180 27.9% 23.8% 5,721,734 1,071,283 18.7% 14.0%
35+ years 20,611,233 609,713 1,291,712 480,807 216,306 264,501 25.3% 35.5% 20.5% 39.0%
FAMILY INCOME OF HOUSEHOLDER
Under $20,000 5,883,939 730,914 12.4% 9.7% 1,954,709 368,218 18.8% 10.1% 3,929,230 362,697 9.2% 9.6%
$20,000 - 39,999 10,915,872 1,615,983 14.8% 18.1% 3,537,661 749,266 21.2% 18.2% 7,378,210 866,717 11.7% 18.0%
$40,000 - 59,999 9,087,538 1,346,204 14.8% 15.0% 2,916,741 584,704 20.0% 15.0% 6,170,796 761,500 12.3% 15.1%
$60,000 - 74,999 6,110,324 1,095,996 17.9% 10.1% 2,035,260 504,116 24.8% 10.5% 4,075,064 591,879 14.5% 9.9%
$75,000 - 99,999 7,893,943 1,718,993 21.8% 13.1% 2,637,697 778,838 29.5% 13.6% 5,256,246 940,156 17.9% 12.8%
$100,000 - 149,999 9,766,643 2,445,734 25.0% 16.2% 3,046,526 1,182,357 38.8% 15.7% 6,720,117 1,263,377 18.8% 16.4%
$150,000 and over 10,739,926 3,336,210 31.1% 17.8% 3,297,646 1,547,229 46.9% 17.0% 7,442,280 1,788,981 24.0% 18.2%
EDUCATION OF HOUSEHOLDER
Less than high school graduate 6,229,044 635,734 10.2% 10.3% 1,844,448 288,946 15.7% 9.5% 4,384,596 346,787 7.9% 10.7%
High school graduate or diploma 14,336,477 2,137,519 14.9% 23.7% 4,624,405 961,099 20.8% 23.8% 9,712,073 1,176,420 12.1% 23.7%
Some college or associate degree 16,276,944 3,074,955 18.9% 26.9% 5,192,605 1,413,274 27.2% 26.7% 11,084,339 1,661,681 15.0% 27.1%
Bachelor's degree 14,215,182 3,607,920 25.4% 23.5% 4,781,580 1,768,264 37.0% 24.6% 9,433,602 1,839,655 19.5% 23.0%
Master's, professional, or doctorate 9,340,536 2,833,907 30.3% 15.5% 2,983,203 1,283,144 43.0% 15.4% 6,357,333 1,550,762 24.4% 15.5%

Continued
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tics of Children in Pai rangements (2019)
Total - Under 15 Years Old Under 5 Years Old 5to 14 Years Old
Children Share of Children Share of Children Share of
Total in Paid Share In Category Total In Paid Share In Category Total in Paid Share In Category
Characteristics Children Care Paid Care Total Children Care Paid Care Total Children Care Paid Care Total
HOME OWNERSHIP
Owned or being bought 38,982,960 8,469,734 21.7% 64.5% 11,767,323 3,841,526 32.6% 60.6% 27,215,637 4,628,208 17.0% 66.4%
Rent 21,415,224 3,820,301 17.8% 35.5% 7,658,917 1,873,202 24.5% 39.4% | 13,756,306 1,947,099 14.2% 33.6%
DWELLING TYPE
Mobile home or trailer 2,351,777 238,847 10.2% 3.9% 748,373 127,564 17.0% 3.9% 1,603,404 111,283 6.9% 3.9%
2 family building 2,738,122 470,761 17.2% 4.5% 1,016,137 206,820 20.4% 5.2% 1,721,984 263,942 15.3% 4.2%
3-4 family building 2,130,822 408,208 19.2% 3.5% 781,114 191,162 24.5% 4.0% 1,349,708 217,046 16.1% 3.3%
5-9 family building 2,773,195 560,943 20.2% 4.6% 954,485 234,998 24.6% 4.9% 1,818,710 325,946 17.9% 4.4%
One-unit, unspecified type 44,781,969 9,517,948 21.3% 74.1% 13,910,343 4,433,292 31.9% 71.6% 30,871,626 5,084,656 16.5% 75.3%
10+ units in structure 5,622,299 1,093,326 19.4% 9.3% 2,015,789 520,892 25.8% 10.4% 3,606,510 572,434 15.9% 8.8%
REGION
New England 2,351,620 683,547 29.1% 3.9% 764,309 298,281 39.0% 3.9% 1,587,311 385,266 24.3% 3.9%
Middle Atlantic 7,057,286 1,528,011 21.7% 11.7% 2,356,814 737,331 31.3% 12.1% 4,700,471 790,681 16.8% 11.5%
East North Central 8,511,443 1,835,859 21.6% 14.1% 2,791,084 876,382 31.4% 14.4% 5,720,360 959,478 16.8% 14.0%
West North Central 4,125,732 1,050,718 25.5% 6.8% 1,337,284 519,451 38.8% 6.9% 2,788,448 531,267 19.1% 6.8%
South Atlantic 11,645,403 2,346,539 20.1% 19.3% 3,721,952 1,099,076 29.5% 19.2% 7,923,451 1,247,463 15.7% 19.3%
East South Central 3,578,672 602,135 16.8% 5.9% 1,230,565 324,929 26.4% 6.3% 2,348,107 277,206 11.8% 5.7%
West South Central 8,374,356 1,483,883 17.7% 13.9% 2,522,735 670,208 26.6% 13.0% 5,851,621 813,676 13.9% 14.3%
Mountain 4,797,540 825,226 17.2% 7.9% 1,465,474 368,472 25.1% 7.5% 3,332,067 456,754 13.7% 8.1%
Pacific 9,956,131 1,934,114 19.4% 16.5% 3,236,024 820,597 25.4% 16.7% 6,720,107 1,113,517 16.6% 16.4%
CHILDREN UNDER 15 YEARS OLD
Total 60,398,184 12,290,034 20.3% 100.0% 19,426,241 5,714,728 29.4% 100.0% | 40,971,943 6,575,306 16.0% 100.0%
WORK STATUS OF HOUSEHOLDER
Working, civilian job 42,807,206 10,296,436 24.1% 70.9% 13,479,459 4,745,255 35.2% 69.4% 29,327,747 5,551,181 18.9% 71.6%
Armed Forces 582,548 111,922 19.2% 1.0% 275,136 74,381 27.0% 1.4% 307,412 37,541 12.2% 0.8%
With job, not at work 2,108,574 470,554 22.3% 3.5% 772,090 263,270 34.1% 4.0% 1,336,484 207,284 15.5% 3.3%
Unemployed, looking for work 1,285,255 221,965 17.3% 2.1% 367,226 98,729 26.9% 1.9% 918,029 123,236 13.4% 2.2%
Unemployed, on layoff 1,006,643 184,276 18.3% 1.7% 274,298 69,505 25.3% 1.4% 732,345 114,771 15.7% 1.8%
Not in labor force 12,607,957 1,004,881 8.0% 20.9% 4,258,032 463,588 10.9% 21.9% 8,349,924 541,293 6.5% 20.4%
FULL/PART TIME STATUS OF HOUSEHOLDER
Not in labor force 12,607,957 1,004,881 8.0% 20.9% 4,258,032 463,588 10.9% 21.9% 8,349,924 541,293 6.5% 20.4%
Full-time schedules 38,389,207 9,396,533 24.5% 63.6% 12,175,623 4,330,373 35.6% 62.7% 26,213,584 5,066,160 19.3% 64.0%
PT for economic reasons, usually FT 982,233 266,187 27.1% 1.6% 281,474 101,785 36.2% 1.4% 700,759 164,402 23.5% 1.7%
PT for non-econ reasons, usually PT 4,879,489 978,326 20.0% 8.1% 1,591,429 500,287 31.4% 8.2% 3,288,061 478,039 14.5% 8.0%
PT for economic reasons, usually PT 664,851 125,944 18.9% 11% 203,023 76,079 37.5% 1.0% 461,829 49,864 10.8% 1.1%
Armed Forces 582,548 111,922 19.2% 1.0% 275,136 74,381 27.0% 1.4% 307,412 37,541 12.2% 0.8%
Unemployed FT 1,942,368 355,865 18.3% 3.2% 540,112 150,685 27.9% 2.8% 1,402,257 205,180 14.6% 3.4%
Unemployed PT 349,530 50,376 14.4% 0.6% 101,412 17,549 17.3% 0.5% 248,118 32,827 13.2% 0.6%
EDUC. ENROLLMENT OF HOUSEHOLDER
Not enrolled in HS or college 58,165,262 11,734,170 20.2% 96.3% 18,551,279 5,408,885 29.2% 95.5% 39,613,983 6,325,284 16.0% 96.7%
Full Time: 1,232,298 253,148 20.5% 2.0% 489,253 143,377 29.3% 2.5% 743,045 109,770 14.8% 1.8%
High school 148,161 10,711 7.2% 0.2% 37,166 7,098 19.1% 0.2% 110,996 3,613 3.3% 0.3%
College or univ. 1,084,137 242,437 22.4% 1.8% 452,088 136,279 30.1% 2.3% 632,050 106,158 16.8% 1.5%
Part Time: 1,000,623 302,717 30.3% 1.7% 385,709 162,465 42.1% 2.0% 614,915 140,252 22.8% 1.5%
High school 44,405 5,052 11.4% 0.1% 13,945 2,512 18.0% 0.1% 30,461 2,541 8.3% 0.1%
College or univ. 956,218 297,665 31.1% 1.6% 371,764 159,954 43.0% 1.9% 584,454 137,711 23.6% 1.4%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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State-Level Paid Child Care Usage

The absolute size of the paid child care market across the
states ranges from only about 30,000 children in the rel-
atively small states of Alaska,
Delaware, Hawaii, Montana,
North Dakota, West Virginia,
Vermont, and Wyoming to 1
million or more children in
California and Texas. There is
also tremendous variability in
the share of children in paid
care across the states.

State-Level Shares and Rankings. Figure 9 provides a sum-
mary of the share of children under the age of 15 in paid
care at the state level in 2019 and 2020 based on CPS
data. Tables in Appendix A1 through A3 provide historical
state-level data in the 2000 to 2020 period.

Paid child care usage for children of all ages varies greatly,
with states including Alaska, New Mexico, Utah, and West
Virginia having 11% or less of children ages 0 to 14 in paid
care in 2019. These states have less than half the 20.3% na-
tional share of children in paid care.

States with a more than 30% share of children ages o to
14 in paid care include Connecticut, District of Columbia,
Maine, Nebraska, New Hampshire, and North Dakota. The
share in these states is 10 percentage points or more above
the national average share of children in paid care.
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The state-level variability is greatest in the share of young-

er children. For children ages 0 to 4, the share in paid care

ranges from a low of 12.0% in West Virginia to a high of

51.4% in Maine. A dozen states have a share of 40% or more
of children ages o to 4 in paid
care in 2019.

The steep decline in the share of

children in paid care during the

pandemic in 2020 did not affect
the states equally.

The share of school age chil-
dren ages 5 to 14 has far less
variability across the states,
ranging from 3.7% in West
Virginia to 29.8% in New
Hampshire.

Pandemic Effects. The steep decline in the share of children
in paid care during the pandemic in 2020 did not affect the
states equally. States reporting a decline of approximately
10% or more in the overall share of children in paid care
from 2019 to 2020 include Connecticut (-12.8%), Maine
(-16.7%), New Hampshire (-9.5%), and New Jersey (-9.3%).
These states generally rank among those with the highest
share of children in paid care in 2019.

Conversely, many states did not report a decline in the share
of children in paid care from 2019 to 2020. Stable or rising
shares were reported in Alaska, Delaware, Illinois, Minne-
sota, Montana, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Vermont,
and West Virginia. These states all generally ranked in the
bottom half of states by share of children in paid care.
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Figure 9. Share of Children in Paid Care by Age

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
United States

Ages 0-4
Share ‘ Rank

30.9% 23
16.8% 48
28.8% 29
25.2% 38
23.8% 42
27.7% 31
39.3% 10
24.1% 40
45.7% 5
262% 36
34.7% 15
14.0% 49
19.3% 47
323% 21
28.0% 30
389% 12
30.0% 25
223% 43
293% 28
51.4% 1
33.4% 18
36.3% 13
33.7% 17
39.5% 9
24.0% 41
39.0% 11
241% 39
47.0% 3
31.0% 22
46.5% 4
329% 20
13.7% 50
33.9% 16
21.4% 44
47.2% 2
29.6% 27
203% 45
39.7% 8
26.1% 37
353% 14
267% 34
40.5% 7
26.7% 33
27.2% 32
19.9% 46
29.8% 26
41.1% 6
305% 24
12.0% 51
329% 19
265% 35
29.4%

2019
Ages 5-14
Share Rank

13.0% 37

6.4% 49
16.7% 24
14.2% 33
14.6% 31
19.3% 17
29.1% 2
11.6% 44
28.1% 3
15.7% 28
12.3% 41
12.7% 38
12.0% 42
15.3% 29
19.5% 16
20.6% 14
18.5% 20
11.1% 45
14.0% 35
24.2% 6
17.7% 22
21.3% 12
16.5% 25
15.0% 30
10.9% 46
19.7% 15
13.4% 36
21.8% 11
12.6% 40
29.8% 1
19.2% 18

8.6% 48
17.4% 23
12.6% 39
23.6% 7
16.3% 26
10.5% 47
23.0% 9
14.1% 34
23.4% 8
20.7% 13
24.8% 5
11.8% 43
14.3% 32

4.8% 50
19.1% 19
22.0% 10
25.1% 4

3.7% 51
18.2% 21
15.8% 27
16.0%

Ages 0-14
Share Rank
19.5% 29
10.3% 48
20.2% 28
18.0% 37
17.6% 38
21.7% 25
32.4% 4
15.2% 43
34.3% 2
19.1% 30
19.1% 31
13.2% 47
14.5% 45
20.9% 26
22.3% 22
26.8% 11
22.7% 19
15.0% 44
18.8% 34
33.4% 3
22.4% 21
26.2% 13
22.3% 23
23.1% 16
15.5% 41
25.3% 14
16.8% 39
30.2% 6
18.8% 33
35.1% 1
23.8% 15
10.1% 49
23.0% 18
15.3% 42
31.7% 5
20.5% 27
13.8% 46
28.0% 9
18.1% 35
27.4% 10
22.6% 20
29.3% 7
16.7% 40
18.1% 36
9.4% 50
22.0% 24
28.7% 8
26.8% 12
6.7% 51
23.0% 17
19.1% 32
20.3%

Ages 0-4
Share Rank

32.3% 13
17.1% 45
25.2% 25
22.0% 32
20.6% 37
19.7% 39
24.9% 26
29.5% 18
31.0% 15
19.2% 42
19.8% 38
17.5% 44
18.9% 43
34.6% 10
28.8% 23
49.0% 1
37.4% 8
21.5% 34
24.5% 28
11.8% 48
34.0% 11
28.8% 22
24.6% 27
39.3% 5
20.8% 36
30.8% 17
29.0% 20
40.6% 2
11.5% 49
40.4% 3
15.5% 47

5.1% 51
20.9% 35
21.7% 33
32.2% 14
22.8% 31
23.0% 30
27.7% 24
31.0% 16
29.3% 19
19.6% 40
32.4% 12
16.1% 46
24.3% 29

8.2% 50
37.4%
39.9%
39.2%
19.5% 41
28.9% 21
35.0% 9
25.0%

2020
Ages 5-14
Share Rank
10.7% 39
9.2% 44
13.0% 24
10.8% 37
12.4% 27
10.4% 40
17.2% 11
11.2% 35
25.1% 2
11.2% 36
6.4% 50
9.4% 42
8.6% 45
14.3% 19
15.6% 16
13.4% 23
11.3% 34
8.5% 46
12.6% 25
19.1% 7
15.7% 15
17.5% 10
12.2% 31
16.6% 13
8.2% 47
16.6% 12
13.6% 21
20.2% 4
9.3% 43
17.7% 9
14.0% 20
3.1% 51
13.6% 22
12.4% 29
20.0% 6
11.4% 33
6.4% 49
15.5% 17
17.8% 8
25.0% 3
12.4% 28
14.7% 18
9.9% 41
12.3% 30
6.5% 48
26.4%
20.2% 5
15.8% 14
12.1% 32
12.5% 26
10.8% 38
12.9%

Ages 0-14
Share Rank

17.6% 24
11.4% 47
16.6% 27
13.9% 38
15.0% 33
13.0% 40
19.7% 19
17.3% 25
27.1% 3
13.7% 39
10.7% 48
11.8% 45
11.7% 46
20.9% 15
20.2% 17
24.2% 9
20.0% 18
12.6% 41
16.6% 27
16.7% 26
21.9% 12
21.2% 14
16.4% 29
24.3% 8
11.9% 44
20.5% 16
18.4% 22
27.9% 2
10.1% 49
25.6% 6
14.5% 36

3.8% 51
16.1% 30
15.2% 32
24.6% 7
15.0% 33
12.1% 42
19.1% 20
22.1% 11
26.4% 5
14.7% 35
21.4% 13
12.0% 43
16.0% 31

7.0% 50
29.6% 1
26.9% 4
23.0% 10
14.3% 37
17.7% 23
18.5% 21
16.7%

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Child Care Expenditures

This section examines expenditures on paid child care
using data provided in the CPS in the 2009 to 2020 pe-
riod. Measures include average household expenditures,
expenditures per child, and expenditures as a share of
household income.

The high cost of paid child care has long been recognized
as the key obstacle to the use of more paid care by working
families. Measuring the cost
of care across regions is ham-
pered by the various types of
care available, types of facil-
ities offering care, variation
in the quality of care, and re-
gional price differences.

Research suggests that higher

child care costs lead to both

less paid child care usage and less employment of moth-
ers. Blau and Currie (2006) examine a range of empirical
studies and find that most link higher child care prices to
lower employment for mothers. The estimated elasticity of
employment with respect to the price of child care ranges
from 0.04 to -1.26. Elasticities are generally larger (more
negative) for low-income women, women with younger
children, and full-time workers. There is no clear consensus
on how marital status affects the relationship between work
and child care costs.

CPS Child Care Expenditure
Data. Figure 10a summarizes
average annual U.S. house-
hold-level expenditures on
paid child care in the 2009
to 2020 period. Average an-
nual spending is included
on both a household and per
child basis. Expenditures per
household reached a record
high of $7,602 in 2019 before pulling back 7.2% to $7,058
in 2020 during the pandemic. Expenditures per child also
reached a record high of $4,880 in 2019 before falling 6.8%
to $4,548 in 2020.

Child care expenditures followed a steady uptrend in the
2009 to 2019 period prior to the pandemic. Total house-
hold expenditures increased an average of 4.3% per year
in the period, approximately double the pace of consumer
inflation. Expenditures increased at a slower 3.7% annual
rate when measured on a per child basis from 2009 to 2019.
The slower growth on a per child basis reflects, in part, an
increase in the number of children per household using paid
care, which increased from 1.47 in 2009 to 1.56 in 2019.

The high cost of paid child care has
long been recognized as the key
obstacle to the use of more paid

care by working families.

Across all U.S. households
reporting children in paid care,
child care expenditures averaged
5.2% of household income over the
2009 to 2020 period.

27

THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

Child Care Expenditure Share. The financial burden of paid
child care as a share of household income has remained re-
markably constant the past decade (Figure 10b).” Across all
U.S. households reporting children in paid care, child care
expenditures averaged 5.2% of household income over the
2009 to 2020 period.

The expenditure share remained in a narrow range from
5.0% to 5.4% through 2019, before falling to 4.7% in
2020. For 2020, the lower expenditure share suggests that
households whose children
remained in paid care in 2020
had higher household income
than those removing children
from paid care over the year.

On a per child basis, expen-
ditures averaged 3.4% of
household income over the
2009 to 2020 period. Prior to
the pullback in per child spending to 3.0% during the pan-
demic, per child spending tracked in a narrow range from
3.3% to0 3.6% of household income from 2009 to 2019.

For a longer term perspective, Herbst (2015) reports that
child care expenditures fell from a 6.2% share of house-
hold income in 1990 to a 5.0% share in 2011. The estimate
for 2011 is slightly below the 5.3% share estimated in
Figure 10b.®

Households With Children
in Paid Care. Child care ex-
penditures are determined in
large part by the number of
households with children in
paid care. The number of U.S.
households with children in
paid care has been relatively
steady the past decade, with
no clear trend. The number
of households that reported
using paid care fluctuated between 7 and 8 million annually
between 2009 and 2020 (Figure 10c).

The pandemic had a large negative effect on the number
of households reporting paid care usage in 2020. House-
holds with children in paid care dropped by a reported 1.4
million (-18.1%), from 7.9 million in 2019 to 6.5 million in
2020. For comparison, the number of children in paid care
dropped in 2020 by 2.27 million to only 10.03 million, an
18.4% decline. This is the lowest number of U.S. households
using paid care since 2009, a level 8% below the 7.0 mil-
lion households reported using paid care in 2009 (Figure
15, page 36).
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Figure 10. Annual Expenditures on Paid Child Care
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Figure 11. Average Household Income of Children in Paid Care (2020)
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Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations

Household Income of Children in Paid Care. House-
holds with children in paid care typically have far higher
income relative to an average of all households or house-
holds with children not in paid care. Figure 11 highlights
average household income among households with and
without children in paid child care. Households with
children in paid care reported average income
of $149,926 in 2020, $30,713 higher than the
average income of $119,213 for all families with
children age o to 14. Over the 2009 to 2019 period,

those with children in paid care had household income of
approximately 125% of the overall average.

An even greater income differential is present between
households using paid child care and those with children
but none in paid care in 2020. The $149,926 average
income for those with children in paid care is
$39,049 higher than the average income of fam-
ilies with children age o to 14 with no children in
paid care.

Figure 12. Total U.S. Child Care Expenditures
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Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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For families with children under age 5, the
$147,230 average income for those who used
paid care is $51,193 higher than the average in-
come of $96,037 for families with children under
age 5 that do not use paid care.

Total Child Care Industry Expenditures. Expenditures ag-
gregated across all households and children in paid care in
the CPS survey provides an
estimate of the total payments
made to child care provid-
ers to allow parents to work.
Total reported expenditures
reached $60 billion in 2019
before dropping by nearly
one-fourth (24%) in 2020 to
only $45.6 billion (Figure 12,
page 29).

The historical expenditures

reported in the CPS data are highly consistent with other
measures of child care industry revenue. For comparison,
CED’s 2019 report Child Care and State Economies re-

Total reported child care
expenditures reached
S60 billion in 2019 before
dropping by nearly one-fourth (24%)
in 2020 to only 545.6 billion.

ported that the total formal child care industry produced
$47.2billion in revenue in 2016 versus $49.2 billion using
reported expenditures in the CPS data.® The CPS estimate
captures household expenditures while the CED measure
provides an estimate of revenue received by formal child
care providers. The CPS expenditure-based estimate
is only $2 billion (4.2%) above the CED industry-wide
revenue estimate. A slightly higher CPS estimate is ex-
pected given that the CPS
data captures some informal
paid child care market activ-
ity that is conducted outside
traditional business norms
and not captured in federal
databases.

The 24% decline in total ex-
penditures in 2020 exceeds
the 18.4% decline in the
number of children in paid
care. This implies a decline in expenditures per house-
hold in 2020, or some softening in child care prices
during the pandemic.

Figure 13. Child Care Expenditures and Income Shares

30

Households Children in Children in Total Annual Annual Annual

With a Child Paid Care Paid Care Child Care Expenditures Expenditures
Year in Paid Care ages0to 14 per Household Expenditures per Household per Child
2009 7,012,558 10,297,718 1.47 $34,892,911,132 $4,976 $3,388
2010 7,893,185 11,631,820 1.47 39,746,759,673 5,036 3,417
2011 7,636,151 11,408,306 1.49 38,865,777,373 5,090 3,407
2012 8,063,746 12,012,980 1.49 42,615,093,607 5,285 3,547
2013 8,068,205 11,887,079 1.47 44,874,909,002 5,562 3,775
2014 7,948,460 11,754,019 1.48 44,210,412,079 5,562 3,761
2015 8,073,929 12,254,547 1.52 48,218,595,020 5,972 3,935
2016 8,160,655 12,366,212 1.52 49,244,689,770 6,034 3,982
2017 7,792,786 11,723,692 1.50 51,213,234,487 6,572 4,368
2018 8,013,096 12,181,819 1.52 53,520,237,370 6,679 4,393
2019 7,889,841 12,290,034 1.56 59,977,256,054 7,602 4,880
2020 6,460,859 10,025,200 1.55 45,598,778,190 7,058 4,548

Continued
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Figure 13. (Cont.) Child Care Expenditures and Income Shares

Avg. HH Income Total Per Child Expenditure Average Paid Care
of Households with Kids Expenditure Share Share HH Income HH Share of Overall
Year in Paid Care of HH Income of HH Income of All Households Household Income
2009 $96,032 5.2% 3.5% $77,051 124.6%
2010 95,751 5.3% 3.6% 76,671 124.9%
2011 96,700 5.3% 3.5% 79,263 122.0%
2012 98,639 5.4% 3.6% 81,177 121.5%
2013 107,655 5.2% 3.5% 84,858 126.9%
2014 108,151 5.1% 3.5% 86,935 124.4%
2015 114,044 5.2% 3.5% 90,862 125.5%
2016 119,800 5.0% 3.3% 95,566 125.4%
2017 125,235 5.2% 3.5% 99,117 126.4%
2018 128,201 5.2% 3.4% 103,755 123.6%
2019 144,780 5.3% 3.4% 113,313 127.8%
2020 149,926 4.7% 3.0% 112,425 133.4%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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State-Level Child Care Expenditures

Just as the share of households using paid child care var-
ies greatly across the states, expenditures on paid child
care do as well. This section provides an overview of child
care-related expenditures reported in the CPS at the state
level. Measures discussed include total child care expendi-
tures per household and child, average number of children
in paid care per household, and share of household income
spent on paid care (both total and per child). Each measure
is detailed at the state level in Figures 14-20.

Total Household Expenditures. Total child care expendi-
tures at the household level are detailed for each state in
Figure 14. Total expenditures in most states are roughly
evenly distributed across a range of $4,000 to $9,000. The
median expenditure of $6,878 (South Carolina) is far lower
than the average of $7,602 per household in 2019. Annu-
al expenditures are skewed toward lower costs states, with
32 states having an average annual expenditure below the
national average.
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Two states — Maryland ($10,634) and Massachusetts
($10,917) — and the District of Columbia ($17,437) are clear
outliers on the high end based on annual expenditures per
household. All three have average annual expenditures
exceeding $10,000 annually across all households with
children in paid care. The high expenditures in the District
of Columbia are inflated by a high number of children in
paid care, while high expenditures in Maryland are seem-
ingly understated given the low average number of children
per household in the state.

New York is the only other state to have expenditures ex-
ceeding $9,000 annually. An additional twelve states have
annual expenditures above $8,000 — California, Con-
necticut, Illinois, Kansas, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Virginia, and
Washington.

Six states have annual household expenditures below
$5,000 — Arizona ($4,562), Mississippi ($4,552), Alabama

($4,538), Wyoming ($4,355), Utah ($4,185), and New
Mexico ($4,071). Arizona and New Mexico have low annual



expenditures despite having a high number of children in
paid care per household.

Children in Paid Care Per Household. The number of chil-
dren in each household in paid care varies greatly across the
states and influences both expenditures per child and total
household expenditures (Figure 19, page 40). Nationally,
there were 1.56 children per household with a child ages o
to 14 in paid care in 2019.

The range across the states is substantial, with only slight-
ly more than one child (1.15) in paid care per household in
Montana versus nearly two children (1.79) per household in
the District of Columbia. Most states have between 1.40 and
1.65 children in paid care per household.

Seven states have far fewer children per household in paid
care than the other states, with fewer than 1.28 children per
household. These states include Alaska, Maryland, Mon-
tana, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, West Virginia, and
Wyoming. A group of five states - Arizona, Nebraska, New
Mexico, New York, and North
Dakota — and the District of Co-
lumbia are among those with the
highest number of children per
household in paid care with 1.70
children or more in paid care.

Per Child Expenditures. Measured
on a per child basis in 2019, the
median state (North Dakota) had
per child expenditures of $4,657, 4.6% below the average
expenditure of $4,880 per child (Figure 16, page 37). Annu-
al spending per child ranges from $2,387 in New Mexico to
$9,717 in the District of Columbia. Households in 43 states
spent between $3,000 and $6,000 per child.

Maryland, Massachusetts, and the District of Columbia had
the highest spending both per household and per child in
2019. A state’s relative rank for household spending and per
child spending can differ. For example, New York ranked
4th in household spending but 14th based on expenditures
per child. States with a high number of children in paid care
per household generally rank lower on per child expendi-
tures than on total expenditures.

New Mexico has the lowest expenditures both per house-
hold and per child, but the ranks differ across the remaining
low-expenditure states based largely on the number of chil-
dren in paid care in each state.

Expenditure Share of Income. Child care expenditures as a
share of household income provides a measure of relative
child care cost burden in a state (Figure 17, page 38). This
measure accounts for the substantial variation across states
in both child care expenditures and average household in-
come. Average income of households with children in paid

At the state level, total
expenditures ranged from
3% of income in Hawaii to

7.8% in Maryland.
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care in 2019 is $85,236 in Mississippi but more than three
times higher at $272,005 in the District of Columbia.

Nationally, households with children in paid care made
total child care expenditures averaging 5.3% of household
income and per child expenditures of 3.4% of household in-
come in 2019. At the state level, total expenditures ranged
from 3.0% of income in Hawaii to 7.8% in Maryland. On
a per child basis, the expenditure share of income ranges
from 1.9% in Arizona to 6.3% in Maryland.

In 24 states and the District of Columbia, households
reportedly spent between 3.0% and 4.0% of household in-
come per child for paid care. Thirteen states had a spending
share below 3.0%, and 13 states had a spending share in ex-
cess of 4.0%.

The case of the District of Columbia is instructive in that
its extremely high average child care expenditures are a
relatively small burden for the high-income households
paying them. The District has the highest child care costs
both per household ($17,437) and
per child ($9,717) but also has
the highest household income
for those using paid child care
($272,005). Despite the high cost
of care, District households spend
only 3.6% of household income
per child in paid care. This share
is only slightly higher than the
3.4% national share and ranks
the District 22nd among all states and the District. The Dis-
trict also has the highest number of children in paid care
per household (1.79) among all states and the District. This
inflates the total expenditure share of household income
to 6.4% of household income annually, or 9th among the
states and the District and more than a full percentage point
above the 5.3% share nationally.

Mississippi illustrates the case of a state having low costs
per child in care but a relatively high child care cost bur-
den. The average child care expenditure per child is only
$3,236 in Mississippi, the 45th lowest expenditure per child
and only 66% of the national average of $4,880 per child
in 2019. Mississippi also has the lowest average household
income ($85,236) among households using paid care. As a
share of income, residents pay 3.8% of household income
per child for paid care, exceeding the national share of
3.4% nationally and ranking 19th nationally. The relatively
low number of children per household in paid care (1.41)
in Mississippi raises the income share of total child care
expenditures to 5.3%, ranking 24th among the states and
District of Columbia. Despite having among the lowest child
care expenditures per child, Mississippi remains near the
middle of the pack in terms of income-adjusted spending
on child care (Figure 20, page 41).
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Figure 14. Child Care Expenditures, Household Income, and Income Share (2019)

Households Children Children in Paid Total Annual

With a Child in Paid Care Care Child Care

in Paid Care Rank Ages 0 to 14 Rank = per Household  Rank Expenditures Rank
Alabama 124,453 25 178,111 26 143 37 $564,786,943 29
Alaska 12,271 51 15,448 51 1.26 48 88,022,599 48
Arizona 154,457 19 269,048 17 1.74 2 704,618,846 26
Arkansas 62,125 35 104,176 34 1.68 8 469,097,238 34
California 816,595 1 1,308,526 1 1.60 19 7,018,719,854 1
Colorado 151,457 21 228,392 21 1.51 31 878,281,201 23
Connecticut 119,839 26 186,834 25 1.56 24 1,075,563,743 21
Delaware 15,330 48 25,124 47 1.64 14 81,800,403 50
District of Columbia 21,727 46 38,989 44 1.79 1 378,843,828 35
Florida 398,490 4 666,152 4 1.67 9 2,451,342,996 6
Georgia 248,201 10 397,548 8 1.60 20 1,550,772,105 15
Hawaii 23,331 44 33,138 45 1.42 39 118,136,027 45
Idaho 38,921 39 54,289 39 1.39 42 252,928,156 39
Illinois 310,027 5 477,825 5 1.54 26 2,598,842,659 4
Indiana 209,612 13 286,440 15 1.37 44 1,660,038,968 14
lowa 111,472 27 164,202 28 1.47 32 680,426,813 28
Kansas 79,636 30 132,850 29 1.67 10 706,189,500 25
Kentucky 81,621 29 123,842 30 1.52 30 510,693,817 30
Louisiana 107,910 28 168,419 27 1.56 23 680,567,659 27
Maine 44,938 38 69,215 38 1.54 27 228,426,619 41
Maryland 198,585 15 248,026 19 1.25 49 2,111,814,345 8
Massachusetts 180,099 17 287,912 14 1.60 21 1,966,093,452 10
Michigan 280,162 7 396,506 9 1.42 40 1,757,138,391 12
Minnesota 153,136 20 248,497 18 1.62 17 1,221,651,615 17
Mississippi 62,877 34 88,448 35 141 41 286,237,487 38
Missouri 184,008 16 282,671 16 1.54 28 1,144,189,153 19
Montana 27,377 43 31,474 46 1.15 51 206,884,565 43
Nebraska 70,052 31 119,241 31 1.70 6 477,692,670 33
Nevada 63,841 33 107,781 33 1.69 7 343,029,854 36
New Hampshire 57,416 36 73,394 36 1.28 45 495,457,431 31
New Jersey 230,254 12 375,353 12 1.63 15 1,988,638,354 9
New Mexico 23,161 45 39,509 43 1.71 3 94,299,528 47
New York 444,259 3 756,927 3 1.70 4 4,070,421,706 3
North Carolina 207,144 14 295,315 13 143 38 1,397,548,572 16
North Dakota 28,898 42 49,192 41 1.70 5 229,076,051 40
Ohio 262,611 8 433,288 7 1.65 12 1,708,529,707 13
Oklahoma 66,354 32 109,460 32 1.65 13 484,867,263 32
Oregon 138,904 24 200,684 24 1.44 35 1,201,030,339 18
Pennsylvania 252,792 9 395,731 10 1.57 22 2,219,561,756 7
Rhode Island 36,825 40 45,738 42 1.24 50 306,416,083 37
South Carolina 144,717 22 208,884 23 1.44 36 995,362,073 22
South Dakota 32,470 41 54,064 40 1.67 11 168,863,542 44
Tennessee 138,909 23 211,734 22 1.52 29 783,989,174 24
Texas 682,006 2 1,101,829 2 1.62 18 5,564,464,831 2
Utah 52,569 37 73,323 37 1.39 43 220,022,882 42
Vermont 14,082 50 20,455 49 1.45 34 102,233,202 46
Virginia 303,853 6 447,058 6 1.47 33 2,519,528,569 5
Washington 231,132 11 376,318 11 1.63 16 1,911,409,384 11
West Virginia 15,315 49 19,444 50 1.27 46 85,525,772 49
Wisconsin 156,690 18 241,801 20 1.54 25 1,143,460,050 20
Wyoming 16,926 47 21,409 48 1.26 47 73,718,277 51
u.s. 7,889,841 12,290,034 1.56 $59,977,256,054

Continued
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Figure 14. (Cont.) Child Care Expenditures, Household Income, and Income Share (2019)

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

Annual
Expenditures
per Household Rank

$4,538 48
7,173 25
4,562 46
7,551 21
8,595 11
5,799 38
8,975 5
5,336 42

17,437 1
6,152 36
6,248 34
5,063 45
6,498 30
8,383 12
7,920 19
6,104 37
8,868 6
6,257 33
6,307 31
5,083 44

10,634 3

10,917 2
6,272 32
7,978 17
4,552 47
6,218 35
7,557 20
6,819 27
5,373 41
8,629 10
8,637 9
4,071 51
9,162 4
6,747 28
7,927 18
6,506 29
7,307 22
8,646
8,780 7
8,321 13
6,878 26
5,201 43
5,644 39
8,159 16
4,185 50
7,260 24
8,292 14
8,270 15
5,584 40
7,298 23
4,355 49

$7,602

Annual
Expenditures
per Child
$3,171
5,698
2,619
4,503
5,364
3,845
5,757
3,256
9,717
3,680
3,901
3,565
4,659
5,439
5,795
4,144
5,316
4,124
4,041
3,300
8,514
6,829
4,432
4,916
3,236
4,048
6,573
4,006
3,183
6,751
5,298
2,387
5,378
4,732
4,657
3,943
4,430
5,985
5,609
6,699
4,765
3,123
3,703
5,050
3,001
4,998
5,636
5,079
4,399
4,729
3,443
$4,880

Rank

47
10
50
27
15
38

9
44

1
40
37
41
25
13

8
31
16
32
34
43

2

3
28
21
45
33

6
35
46

4
17
51
14
23
26
36
29

7
12

5
22
48
39
19
49
20
11
18
30
24
42

Income of
Households
with Kids
in Paid Care
$129,959
120,355
136,589
148,143
178,126
169,587
186,180
106,591
272,005
114,867
128,795
169,321
99,717
162,852
125,113
103,080
130,820
107,534
92,363
120,066
136,000
204,149
124,451
169,521
85,236
124,501
108,118
123,091
140,677
147,998
195,191
99,767
153,667
107,995
106,499
128,919
122,590
125,945
145,172
138,965
129,500
103,775
127,199
132,753
118,874
101,680
173,607
173,775
112,328
168,743
102,493
$144,780

Rank
23
34
19
14

5

42

37
26
10
49
12
29
45
22
41
50
35
20

31

51
30
39
32
17
15

48
13
40
43
25
33
28
16
18
24
44
27
21
36
47

38
11
46

Total
Expenditure
Share of
HH Income
3.5%
6.0%
3.3%
5.1%
4.8%
3.4%
4.8%
5.0%
6.4%
5.4%
4.9%
3.0%
6.5%
5.1%
6.3%
5.9%
6.8%
5.8%
6.8%
4.2%
7.8%
5.3%
5.0%
4.7%
5.3%
5.0%
7.0%
5.5%
3.8%
5.8%
4.4%
4.1%
6.0%
6.2%
7.4%
5.0%
6.0%
6.9%
6.0%
6.0%
5.3%
5.0%
4.4%
6.1%
3.5%
7.1%
4.8%
4.8%
5.0%
4.3%
4.2%
5.3%

Rank

48
17
50
27
35
49
36
31

9
22
34
51

8
26
10
18

7
20

6
44

1
23
29
39
24
32

4
21
46
19
41
45
15
11

2
28
16

5
13
14
25
30
40
12
47

3
37
38
33
42
43

Per Child
Expenditure
Share of
HH Income
2.4%
4.7%
1.9%
3.0%
3.0%
2.3%
3.1%
3.1%
3.6%
3.2%
3.0%
2.1%
4.7%
3.3%
4.6%
4.0%
4.1%
3.8%
4.4%
2.7%
6.3%
3.3%
3.6%
2.9%
3.8%
3.3%
6.1%
3.3%
2.3%
4.6%
2.7%
2.4%
3.5%
4.4%
4.4%
3.1%
3.6%
4.8%
3.9%
4.8%
3.7%
3.0%
2.9%
3.8%
2.5%
4.9%
3.2%
2.9%
3.9%
2.8%
3.4%
3.4%

Rank
46

51
35
37
48
32
34
22
31
36
50

27

14
13
17
11
43

26
23
41
19
29

28
49

44
47
24
10
12
33
21

16

20
38
40
18
45

30
39
15
42
25

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 15. Number of Families wi

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

2009
65,596
16,479
121,014
59,510
830,218
118,453
89,989
20,773
11,825
342,521
246,257
27,153
40,398
321,228
122,221
88,530
73,526
105,986
114,440
28,855
183,959
169,032
171,555
151,440
54,613
147,793
20,530
56,716
57,529
29,712
188,057
44,292
353,263
225,181
25,279
232,825
86,523
89,237
254,664
25,108
135,868
27,235
167,369
591,102
54,335
22,222
203,015
197,534
28,086
156,362
17,152
7,012,558

2010
86,270
18,254
108,845
79,597
870,872
157,215
102,227
23,178
20,237
419,132
282,838
24,520
35,413
314,475
168,581
99,252
84,124
111,110
136,293
35,445
172,301
189,682
257,767
191,037
72,959
188,252
25,393
65,575
60,276
32,061
199,578
34,005
386,011
245,995
26,165
347,852
78,849
98,574
292,905
29,929
96,986
35,955
178,962
697,209
62,228
24,282
202,202
203,100
32,755
173,320
13,145
7,893,185
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hildren Ages 0-14 in Paid Care by State

2011
132,381
21,390
137,408
58,504
799,044
122,003
99,229
23,545
20,277
471,208
246,540
21,492
42,774
274,954
148,789
106,367
88,154
110,254
76,618
35,876
186,512
174,498
230,297
197,442
91,414
146,876
26,451
70,205
59,235
38,891
138,128
35,122
384,499
324,246
26,507
296,773
95,634
112,956
296,703
26,574
84,653
29,207
174,471
626,028
49,912
21,137
245,779
191,946
36,187
160,112
20,948
7,636,151

2012
117,825
16,096
129,480
71,708
817,400
147,597
102,081
22,074
16,714
394,290
234,018
22,677
34,014
324,184
157,637
97,015
90,892
80,128
97,270
38,999
224,478
197,971
244,242
213,403
73,224
203,720
26,247
66,250
66,333
35,419
257,245
33,862
447,411
265,346
25,833
315,674
72,930
116,618
303,783
29,762
88,630
38,250
142,176
768,928
62,294
21,828
267,785
216,277
29,101
178,491
18,135
8,063,746

2013
103,652
17,182
108,559
62,375
876,804
139,142
103,935
20,397
16,223
454,239
227,364
27,480
45,422
330,134
188,499
120,113
73,340
93,887
112,932
36,575
185,715
219,810
277,729
220,523
73,901
192,651
19,020
84,424
64,540
33,179
196,087
21,766
487,845
248,858
33,267
284,060
87,915
119,828
284,792
29,422
90,327
31,977
150,808
694,244
70,915
17,693
285,571
203,162
31,237
150,958
17,729
8,068,205

2014
130,559
23,925
136,305
82,125
879,996
141,349
105,840
25,370
15,136
375,925
213,100
20,544
38,524
328,313
190,223
97,382
82,003
102,677
107,047
30,889
170,144
205,224
203,525
214,446
59,373
159,435
23,141
76,779
61,784
37,840
204,262
41,057
441,564
253,848
34,141
321,538
65,632
119,534
316,685
27,102
141,359
34,822
197,571
629,977
61,712
24,079
285,276
202,877
29,283
159,288
17,930
7,948,460

2015
148,424
27,245
111,306
81,045
919,847
135,199
98,525
19,897
21,562
416,692
253,436
17,533
38,491
275,773
205,596
112,271
68,915
92,701
128,877
33,309
234,620
186,790
202,523
221,993
70,366
206,894
28,709
70,671
57,592
34,111
236,791
41,947
456,635
266,652
30,375
277,570
81,740
94,089
326,314
21,188
134,001
32,210
157,624
698,842
65,034
23,814
237,232
190,528
25,922
139,780
14,726
8,073,929

2016
107,845
20,609
144,499
68,967
886,814
194,207
91,949
22,576
21,912
442,730
256,507
17,243
43,144
325,208
202,950
116,055
106,175
98,823
113,896
35,294
178,837
172,625
210,397
204,536
57,190
168,785
24,643
69,140
54,763
39,481
258,366
27,499
513,933
268,108
28,796
301,208
77,163
118,292
360,502
23,490
99,407
27,678
188,229
671,430
66,940
17,788
247,324
158,955
23,687
168,773
15,290
8,160,655

2017
99,046
13,311
146,919
55,986
901,680
163,092
108,329
29,477
23,442
430,377
251,699
20,395
36,014
327,330
149,013
93,335
88,766
92,437
93,397
39,478
215,643
181,301
209,155
225,052
57,741
181,310
24,131
92,615
48,864
41,105
157,252
37,772
427,980
242,029
20,892
311,910
74,512
109,316
331,006
24,173
86,409
23,588
129,419
645,210
51,522
23,001
300,393
150,847
27,162
163,363
14,592
7,792,786

2018
92,732
12,720
220,733
56,778
862,413
156,586
83,768
28,564
21,966
455,001
244,814
23,580
33,907
331,740
167,504
89,820
87,467
90,138
133,016
34,257
193,230
204,630
307,559
251,810
63,355
155,003
24,478
66,324
60,990
40,810
177,268
28,562
405,549
280,084
22,500
253,991
73,568
130,066
330,641
25,479
117,036
32,778
130,398
661,775
67,561
18,033
237,493
192,014
23,459
191,876
17,273
8,013,096

2019
124,453
12,271
154,457
62,125
816,595
151,457
119,839
15,330
21,727
398,490
248,201
23,331
38,921
310,027
209,612
111,472
79,636
81,621
107,910
44,938
198,585
180,099
280,162
153,136
62,877
184,008
27,377
70,052
63,841
57,416
230,254
23,161
444,259
207,144
28,898
262,611
66,354
138,904
252,792
36,825
144,717
32,470
138,909
682,006
52,569
14,082
303,853
231,132
15,315
156,690
16,926
7,889,841

2020
108,675
10,912
155,983
54,224
661,107
85,359
68,033
17,361
17,543
334,934
123,046
21,242
31,376
308,420
165,091
96,148
81,275
87,063
95,212
27,750
148,995
169,951
191,714
149,686
49,308
145,569
24,162
66,446
40,848
41,560
147,047
8,125
298,221
197,220
22,966
210,958
65,079
80,824
284,289
33,007
97,139
25,859
106,716
604,474
42,167
20,444
263,137
192,676
28,571
138,077
14,871
6,460,859

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 16. Child Care Expenditures Ages 0-14 per Family by State

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

2009
$3,643
5,176
4,380
3,032
5,914
4,508
7,080
5,161
11,116
4,026
4,210
3,206
3,131
5,062
4,727
4,309
5,619
2,759
3,868
4,434
6,845
5,983
5,522
6,148
3,289
4,559
3,365
4,294
4,252
6,188
6,527
3,590
5,380
4,895
4,754
3,597
4,134
4,367
5,262
5,220
4,351
4,218
4,741
4,393
3,579
4,466
7,679
4,545
3,242
4,795
2,945
4,976

2010
$4,143
4,256
4,075
3,163
5,657
6,018
7,974
4,755
9,573
4,001
3,971
3,789
2,837
5,405
4,566
4,004
4,702
3,629
3,420
5,333
7,082
8,388
4,299
5,394
3,030
3,719
3,820
4,743
5,494
5,945
7,260
3,908
6,628
4,451
4,243
4,242
3,656
4,223
5,371
4,177
3,669
3,990
4,172
4,588
2,945
4,704
8,198
4,382
3,910
4,736
3,520
5,036

2011

$3,455
4,017
3,362
3,174
5,762
6,833
7,892
6,181

10,798
4,184
5,138
3,839
3,529
5,649
3,651
4,136
5,193
4,001
3,956
5,034
6,668
8,070
4,430
5,914
3,386
3,876
3,747
4,958
4,672
6,357
7,587
3,074
6,831
5,077
5,896
3,691
4,016
5,120
4,776
5,678
3,987
4,308
4,243
4,609
4,080
4,944
6,631
4,803
2,098
4,333
3,811
5,090

2012

$3,861
4,592
4,817
5,231
6,496
4,850
5,929
5,453

10,572
6,024
4,659
4,777
3,206
5,280
4,616
4,479
5,023
3,651
3,353
5,307
6,308
7,730
3,856
5,811
4,039
4,191
3,284
4,303
5,070
6,225
8,908
3,457
6,275
4,620
5,365
4,487
3,144
4,801
4,654
6,319
4,964
3,903
4,443
4,204
3,735
4,728
6,942
4,479
4,263
5,047
4,673
5,285

2013

$4,062
5,021
4,468
4,331
7,047
7,429
6,824
5,536

10,891
4,901
5,746
4,427
3,981
5,129
3,507
4,870
3,649
4,235
4,077
5,497
7,277
7,229
3,796
5,757
3,577
4,122
4,306
5,838
4,113
7,300
6,215
4,530
8,145
4,854
6,410
4,206
3,638
4,285
4,442
6,232
5,100
4,484
5,578
4,778
3,734
4,967
8,625
5,347
3,784
5,622
4,291
5,562

2014

$3,830
5,919
4,751
3,845
6,391
4,908
7,091
5,401

13,704
4,930
4,852
4,837
3,802
6,304
4,082
5,962
6,706
4,059
3,682
5,722
9,028
7,276
4,939
7,193
5,274
8,710
3,709
5,004
5,165
5,091
7,022
3,123
5,933
4,712
4,718
4,525
3,775
4,309
5,220
5,509
3,914
4,842
4,441
5,372
3,832
5,148
6,873
5,000
3,973
4,786
4,312
5,562

2015

$4,603
5,791
5,182
3,717
7,298
5,885
6,781
4,680

10,580
4,314
4,899
6,115
5,066
5,779
3,805
6,325
5,058
5,489
4,748
5,997
7,625
7,124
5,467
6,355
3,690
5,897
4,845
4,104
6,216
5,854
8,320
3,710
6,869
6,140
6,479
4,557
4,543
5,198
5,835
3,776
4,921
4,717
4,469
5,646
4,547
3,900
8,897
7,931
3,728
6,877
4,424
5,972

2016

$3,962
6,816
4,614
3,591
7,216
6,670
6,774
6,021

13,273
4,525
5,707
6,850
4,414
5,668
5,093
6,013
5,526
5,324
4,772
5,305
7,832
8,202
5,378
6,141
4,060
5,866
4,411
4,994
5,697
5,168
7,996
4,162
7,661
5,972
8,071
5,178
5,247
4,415
5,861
5,207
4,792
5,390
5,580
5,266
5,154
5,723
7,498
6,576
4,242
6,121
4,177
6,034

2017
$4,220
6,170
4,564
3,325
7,965
7,030
6,959
5,440
13,086
4,983
5,349
6,892
4,351
5,534
4,265
5,732
6,000
5,450
4,431
5,702
10,953
9,933
6,376
8,192
3,342
5,981
5,036
5,207
4,387
6,610
8,211
4,284
7,861
6,287
5,655
5,443
4,982
5,534
6,359
6,391
5,376
5,864
6,077
6,362
4,428
6,964
8,496
7,984
3,044
6,097
3,113
6,572

2018
$5,293
6,391
4,975
5,224
7,336
7,168
6,979
6,470
13,516
5,201
5,588
6,382
5,064
6,582
5,863
6,994
5,937
4,671
5,529
5,537
8,854
11,446
5,612
7,497
3,883
5,544
5,063
6,715
4,470
7,364
9,269
4,825
10,729
5,407
7,713
5,430
5,479
5,010
5,460
5,312
5,404
5,733
5,491
6,156
6,603
6,068
8,497
7,864
3,832
6,907
6,011
6,679

2019
$4,538
7,173
4,562
7,551
8,595
5,799
8,975
5,336
17,437
6,152
6,248
5,063
6,498
8,383
7,920
6,104
8,868
6,257
6,307
5,083
10,634
10,917
6,272
7,978
4,552
6,218
7,557
6,819
5,373
8,629
8,637
4,071
9,162
6,747
7,927
6,506
7,307
8,646
8,780
8,321
6,878
5,201
5,644
8,159
4,185
7,260
8,292
8,270
5,584
7,298
4,355
7,602

2020

$6,015
8,680
4,829
5,215
8,317
9,253
5,296
8,566

14,208
7,168
7,132
6,249
5,415
8,531
4,917
6,777
6,463
6,894
4,362
5,696
7,623
9,202
5,834
8,157
3,784
5,918
7,751
7,982
6,457
7,577
7,344
5,286
9,145
6,865
8,811
5,255
6,482
8,106
7,532
5,392
5,835
6,201
6,631
6,104
3,765
6,730
8,726
6,059
5,599
7,321
2,907
7,058

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 17. Child Care Expenditures Ages 0-14 as a Share of Household Income

State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 6.0% 4.2% 3.7% 3.7% 5.5% 4.8% 5.2% 4.1% 3.7% 5.5% 3.5% 5.2%
Alaska 5.3% 5.1% 3.9% 4.3% 5.5% 6.2% 5.3% 5.1% 5.0% 4.7% 6.0% 5.8%
Arizona 5.2% 4.6% 4.3% 5.8% 4.2% 5.4% 5.6% 3.6% 4.5% 3.7% 3.3% 3.5%
Arkansas 5.1% 4.7% 5.4% 6.2% 5.6% 3.9% 3.6% 4.4% 4.0% 4.9% 5.1% 5.9%
California 5.1% 5.0% 4.8% 5.4% 5.3% 4.7% 4.9% 5.1% 5.0% 4.6% 4.8% 4.5%
Colorado 4.6% 5.0% 6.3% 4.4% 6.3% 4.1% 4.2% 6.0% 5.4% 4.9% 3.4% 6.6%
Connecticut 4.8% 5.8% 5.7% 4.3% 5.1% 5.0% 5.7% 5.0% 5.4% 4.2% 4.8% 3.0%
Delaware 5.4% 5.7% 6.8% 6.8% 4.2% 4.7% 3.8% 5.4% 4.2% 5.1% 5.0% 7.0%
District of Columbia | 6.8% 6.4% 6.9% 5.8% 5.4% 7.9% 5.3% 6.6% 6.9% 6.6% 6.4% 5.2%
Florida 5.0% 4.8% 4.9% 6.3% 4.8% 5.3% 4.0% 4.6% 4.6% 5.4% 5.4% 6.5%
Georgia 5.2% 4.5% 7.0% 5.3% 6.3% 4.7% 5.4% 5.4% 4.8% 4.0% 4.9% 5.2%
Hawaii 3.4% 3.9% 3.4% 4.7% 4.3% 3.7% 4.6% 4.2% 4.6% 5.4% 3.0% 4.3%
Idaho 4.7% 4.4% 4.3% 4.5% 5.3% 3.2% 4.9% 5.0% 4.0% 5.6% 6.5% 4.6%
Illinois 5.4% 5.7% 5.5% 5.0% 4.8% 5.7% 4.4% 5.1% 4.2% 4.7% 5.1% 5.2%
Indiana 4.6% 4.6% 4.3% 4.9% 3.6% 4.3% 4.4% 4.2% 4.3% 5.6% 6.3% 3.5%
lowa 5.3% 5.3% 4.8% 5.5% 5.0% 7.1% 6.6% 5.7% 4.9% 6.4% 5.9% 5.8%
Kansas 5.7% 5.3% 6.6% 5.8% 4.1% 7.9% 4.7% 5.2% 4.8% 5.3% 6.8% 4.4%
Kentucky 2.9% 4.9% 5.5% 5.0% 5.0% 3.3% 5.8% 4.8% 4.5% 4.7% 5.8% 3.8%
Louisiana 4.8% 3.7% 5.5% 4.2% 3.8% 4.8% 4.5% 4.8% 4.5% 6.1% 6.8% 3.5%
Maine 5.6% 6.3% 5.1% 5.4% 5.6% 5.6% 5.0% 4.3% 5.3% 5.5% 4.2% 4.8%
Maryland 6.2% 5.9% 5.2% 5.1% 5.2% 6.2% 5.6% 4.8% 7.1% 5.8% 7.8% 4.1%
Massachusetts 4.7% 6.4% 5.9% 7.2% 4.4% 6.1% 5.3% 6.5% 5.9% 6.7% 5.3% 4.8%
Michigan 5.0% 4.8% 4.5% 4.0% 3.6% 3.9% 5.5% 4.7% 5.6% 5.2% 5.0% 4.0%
Minnesota 6.0% 5.0% 5.5% 5.8% 5.2% 6.1% 5.2% 5.0% 6.1% 5.2% 4.7% 5.5%
Mississippi 4.8% 4.3% 4.3% 5.1% 3.9% 6.6% 3.8% 4.7% 4.1% 5.3% 5.3% 4.3%
Missouri 5.3% 3.9% 5.2% 4.8% 4.3% 8.6% 6.1% 5.6% 5.5% 4.8% 5.0% 4.8%
Montana 4.9% 5.2% 4.7% 4.2% 4.3% 4.7% 5.5% 4.9% 4.0% 5.5% 7.0% 6.6%
Nebraska 5.1% 5.6% 5.2% 4.8% 6.7% 5.7% 3.7% 4.6% 5.5% 5.9% 5.5% 6.3%
Nevada 5.1% 6.2% 5.1% 6.5% 4.7% 5.4% 7.7% 7.2% 4.7% 4.6% 3.8% 5.1%
New Hampshire 5.9% 5.7% 5.5% 5.4% 6.7% 3.9% 4.5% 4.6% 5.2% 5.7% 5.8% 4.3%
New Jersey 5.4% 6.1% 5.9% 7.2% 5.3% 4.8% 6.0% 4.8% 5.5% 5.3% 4.4% 3.2%
New Mexico 5.1% 4.6% 4.3% 4.6% 4.0% 3.6% 4.9% 5.2% 5.6% 3.8% 4.1% 3.9%
New York 5.3% 6.5% 6.6% 6.4% 6.5% 5.2% 6.0% 5.4% 6.1% 7.0% 6.0% 4.7%
North Carolina 6.1% 4.7% 6.4% 5.3% 5.0% 4.4% 6.8% 5.9% 4.9% 5.3% 6.2% 5.9%
North Dakota 5.8% 5.0% 6.5% 6.3% 6.8% 5.1% 6.1% 7.8% 5.1% 5.9% 7.4% 6.4%
Ohio 3.9% 5.7% 4.8% 5.1% 5.0% 5.5% 4.7% 5.7% 5.4% 4.6% 5.0% 4.1%
Oklahoma 4.3% 5.1% 5.3% 4.5% 4.0% 3.8% 5.0% 5.1% 4.8% 5.5% 6.0% 6.9%
Oregon 5.3% 4.7% 5.7% 5.6% 5.0% 4.2% 4.6% 3.4% 4.8% 4.4% 6.9% 5.1%
Pennsylvania 5.3% 5.2% 4.5% 4.8% 4.4% 5.0% 5.1% 5.2% 4.8% 4.9% 6.0% 5.0%
Rhode Island 5.1% 4.6% 5.3% 5.8% 5.8% 4.4% 4.3% 5.7% 5.5% 3.6% 6.0% 3.6%
South Carolina 6.6% 4.7% 5.0% 6.2% 6.5% 4.9% 5.5% 3.7% 4.7% 5.2% 5.3% 4.5%
South Dakota 5.9% 5.1% 5.2% 4.7% 4.6% 4.9% 4.9% 4.1% 5.0% 5.8% 5.0% 5.3%
Tennessee 5.2% 5.7% 4.6% 5.5% 6.2% 5.6% 5.0% 4.7% 6.9% 5.8% 4.4% 6.8%
Texas 5.5% 5.2% 5.0% 5.1% 5.2% 5.4% 5.1% 4.6% 5.5% 5.6% 6.1% 4.4%
Utah 4.9% 3.9% 5.1% 4.4% 3.9% 4.5% 5.1% 5.4% 3.9% 5.2% 3.5% 2.2%
Vermont 5.4% 5.8% 5.8% 5.4% 5.3% 5.2% 4.2% 4.9% 4.7% 4.9% 7.1% 5.1%
Virginia 5.7% 7.1% 5.8% 5.0% 6.8% 5.4% 6.9% 4.9% 6.9% 5.7% 4.8% 5.3%
Washington 4.4% 4.9% 5.4% 4.5% 4.6% 5.0% 6.0% 5.4% 5.6% 4.5% 4.8% 4.0%
West Virginia 4.0% 4.6% 2.7% 5.3% 4.7% 4.7% 3.5% 4.8% 3.6% 4.5% 5.0% 4.6%
Wisconsin 5.7% 5.6% 4.9% 5.1% 5.7% 4.7% 7.0% 6.0% 5.0% 6.1% 4.3% 4.6%
Wyoming 3.4% 4.1% 4.7% 5.3% 5.3% 5.2% 4.8% 4.8% 4.0% 5.8% 4.2% 3.5%
u.s. 5.2% 5.3% 5.3% 5.4% 5.2% 5.1% 5.2% 5.0% 5.2% 5.2% 5.3% 4.7%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Average Income of Households with Children 0-14 in Paid Care

State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama $60,432  $97,572  $93,172 $104,607 $73,687 S$79,362  $88,004  $96,675 $114,260 $96,163 $129,959 $116,046
Alaska 97,633 82,722 102,233 107,100 91,083 95,854 109,948 132,470 122,889 136,793 120,355 148,424
Arizona 83,596 88,342 77,770 83,419 106,948 88,273 92,713 127,311 101,913 135,424 136,589 136,707
Arkansas 59,683 67,768 58,926 84,924 78,009 98,098 102,787 81,701 83,352 107,361 148,143 88,920
California 116,006 112,929 121,234 119,403 133,479 136,434 148,797 142,790 160,382 160,972 178,126 185,285
Colorado 97,529 121,426 108,327 111,319 118,552 118,629 140,634 110,731 130,628 147,554 169,587 139,639
Connecticut 148,596 138,002 138,393 139,420 133,822 141,210 119,826 136,016 129,486 167,585 186,180 178,900
Delaware 95,602 83,451 90,751 80,030 132,190 114,834 123,729 111,974 128,793 127,121 106,591 121,561
District of Columbia | 163,097 148,438 157,200 180,950 202,562 172,780 199,373 200,443 189,211 203,459 272,005 271,570
Florida 80,912 83,123 84,693 96,171 101,228 92,753 108,012 98,371 109,281 95,683 114,867 110,310
Georgia 81,611 88,646 72,980 88,194 91,718 103,514 90,223 106,595 111,460 140,738 128,795 137,982
Hawaii 94,526 96,767 113,908 102,597 102,790 130,616 133,674 163,471 151,285 119,164 169,321 145,060
Idaho 66,489 64,746 81,373 71,382 75,504 118,425 104,387 87,432 107,682 91,170 99,717 118,880
Illinois 93,225 94,348 103,488 104,940 105,964 110,617 132,583 111,603 133,157 140,907 162,852 162,510
Indiana 102,790 98,647 84,218 93,537 96,163 94,680 85,527 121,904 100,038 105,575 125,113 141,621
lowa 81,249 74,876 85,523 82,078 98,232 83,953 95,616 105,094 117,277 108,862 103,080 116,439
Kansas 98,848 87,979 78,762 86,645 89,263 84,363 107,438 105,423 125,897 111,640 130,820 147,513
Kentucky 95,779 74,491 73,325 73,550 84,535 122,327 94,663 111,828 119,894 100,169 107,534 179,381
Louisiana 80,449 92,782 71,387 80,179 106,743 76,542 104,364 98,950 99,552 90,141 92,363 123,470
Maine 79,592 84,739 99,021 98,580 98,526 102,416 120,267 122,249 108,362 100,102 120,066 117,827
Maryland 109,776 119,430 127,314 123,870 139,252 145,959 136,322 162,351 153,944 151,811 136,000 183,831
Massachusetts 126,937 131,545 136,191 106,891 163,704 118,341 133,865 125,278 167,565 169,650 204,149 193,058
Michigan 111,188 89,030 97,411 95,599 104,475 125,081 98,704 115,549 114,814 108,076 124,451 146,939
Minnesota 102,610 107,943 106,803 100,852 111,590 117,131 122,307 122,023 135,189 144,371 169,521 147,051
Mississippi 68,612 70,298 79,540 78,617 92,571 80,140 97,343 85,558 81,858 73,813 85,236 88,987
Missouri 86,527 96,222 73,939 86,718 95,476 100,711 96,924 105,659 108,907 116,678 124,501 123,006
Montana 69,354 73,547 79,401 79,031 100,779 79,513 87,813 90,474 124,585 92,598 108,118 116,989
Nebraska 83,980 84,993 95,104 88,901 86,954 87,156 109,510 108,084 95,095 114,474 123,091 127,151
Nevada 82,689 89,018 91,613 77,749 86,824 96,442 80,534 79,467 93,413 96,155 140,677 126,335
New Hampshire 104,904 105,103 115,142 115,889 108,839 130,931 131,413 111,808 128,080 129,185 147,998 174,743
New Jersey 120,579 119,926 128,835 123,899 117,238 145,380 139,548 166,372 150,274 173,699 195,191 227,726
New Mexico 70,540 84,070 71,544 75,131 112,921 87,397 76,265 80,086 76,434 127,355 99,767 135,921
New York 101,153 101,762 103,171 98,524 124,999 113,207 115,338 140,610 128,331 153,745 153,667 193,929
North Carolina 80,215 94,733 79,254 86,488 97,324 106,841 89,845 101,786 127,767 101,609 107,995 117,243
North Dakota 82,210 84,887 90,713 85,283 93,748 92,618 106,883 103,395 110,701 130,125 106,499 138,490
Ohio 91,820 74,281 77,036 87,920 83,644 82,729 96,573 91,085 101,439 117,035 128,919 128,929
Oklahoma 97,049 70,990 75,431 69,858 91,267 99,468 90,713 102,353 102,915 100,203 122,590 94,122
Oregon 82,470 90,450 90,015 86,372 85,680 103,504 114,105 129,673 116,319 113,626 125,945 158,107
Pennsylvania 98,727 104,163 106,815 96,686 100,431 104,015 114,459 113,370 132,161 112,236 145,172 150,013
Rhode Island 101,697 90,047 107,149 108,358 107,919 125,483 87,378 90,639 115,190 146,008 138,965 151,007
South Carolina 66,069 78,023 80,055 80,380 78,477 79,618 89,138 127,897 115,313 103,362 129,500 128,643
South Dakota 71,094 77,984 82,107 82,802 97,012 98,488 96,631 131,410 116,776 98,246 103,775 116,908
Tennessee 90,968 73,168 91,793 80,212 90,551 78,974 88,535 118,108 88,202 95,097 127,199 97,178
Texas 80,180 87,435 91,420 82,531 91,602 98,582 110,975 114,297 116,398 109,757 132,753 137,715
Utah 72,973 76,361 80,179 84,065 96,167 84,718 89,646 96,184 114,278 127,616 118,874 167,784
Vermont 83,253 80,923 85,516 87,584 94,334 99,090 93,149 116,258 147,379 123,439 101,680 132,349
Virginia 135,202 115,709 114,371 137,946 127,471 127,260 129,405 152,836 123,096 148,656 173,607 165,076
Washington 102,244 88,673 88,806 99,506 115,352 99,212 131,273 122,575 142,427 176,613 173,775 150,339
West Virginia 80,527 85,800 78,388 81,043 80,701 84,341 106,941 88,637 84,776 84,422 112,328 121,197
Wisconsin 84,847 84,017 87,628 98,511 98,298 102,568 98,168 102,476 122,808 113,704 168,743 158,656
Wyoming 85,536 85,818 80,789 87,771 81,632 82,425 92,787 86,932 77,967 102,775 102,493 82,613
uU.s. 96,032 95,751 96,700 98,639 107,655 108,151 114,044 119,800 125,235 128,201 144,780 149,926
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 19. Children in Paid Care Ages 0-14 per Household

State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 1.59 1.52 1.45 1.44 1.30 1.37 1.50 1.52 1.46 1.43 1.43 1.44
Alaska 1.71 1.56 1.63 1.43 1.56 1.24 1.53 141 1.38 1.37 1.26 1.55
Arizona 1.62 1.54 1.40 1.81 1.44 1.63 1.59 1.77 1.43 1.48 1.74 1.44
Arkansas 1.39 1.45 1.56 1.22 1.46 1.28 1.28 1.48 1.44 1.93 1.68 1.48
California 1.47 1.45 1.55 1.48 1.61 1.56 1.52 1.52 1.53 1.56 1.60 1.64
Colorado 1.44 1.55 1.53 141 1.60 1.45 1.45 1.44 1.33 1.57 1.51 1.53
Connecticut 1.50 1.54 1.42 1.51 1.35 1.35 1.35 1.54 1.60 1.65 1.56 1.67
Delaware 1.43 1.32 1.30 1.39 1.48 1.58 1.64 1.67 1.52 1.49 1.64 1.65
District of Columbia 1.39 1.34 1.44 1.33 1.28 1.47 1.37 1.58 1.55 1.57 1.79 1.77
Florida 1.45 1.47 1.32 1.57 1.35 1.43 1.52 1.42 1.43 1.52 1.67 1.44
Georgia 1.52 1.42 1.40 1.69 1.85 1.44 1.50 1.50 1.41 141 1.60 1.80
Hawaii 1.50 1.36 1.41 1.62 1.54 1.62 1.30 1.43 1.73 1.39 1.42 1.38
Idaho 1.36 135 1.29 1.36 1.53 1.47 1.56 1.52 1.49 1.39 1.39 1.40
Illinois 1.44 1.51 1.64 1.44 1.58 1.64 1.59 1.61 1.52 1.64 1.54 1.54
Indiana 1.49 1.55 1.34 1.64 1.36 1.38 1.56 141 1.61 1.36 1.37 1.56
lowa 1.48 1.69 1.68 1.52 1.41 1.62 1.32 1.53 1.62 1.51 1.47 1.50
Kansas 1.46 1.68 1.68 1.40 1.54 1.50 1.74 1.58 1.54 1.51 1.67 1.40
Kentucky 1.33 1.44 1.54 1.63 1.37 1.29 1.33 1.39 1.53 1.45 1.52 1.20
Louisiana 1.66 1.48 1.51 1.53 1.32 1.48 1.63 1.53 1.62 1.60 1.56 1.58
Maine 1.63 1.52 1.68 1.36 1.35 1.51 1.39 1.35 1.27 1.58 1.54 1.24
Maryland 141 1.38 1.48 1.35 1.43 1.58 1.57 1.69 1.65 1.45 1.25 1.60
Massachusetts 1.29 1.36 1.54 1.44 1.30 1.40 1.51 1.45 1.47 1.42 1.60 1.38
Michigan 1.62 1.52 1.53 1.63 1.42 1.59 1.63 1.50 1.59 1.50 1.42 1.48
Minnesota 1.58 1.50 1.67 1.57 1.65 1.52 1.53 1.64 1.37 1.37 1.62 1.71
Mississippi 1.40 1.48 1.44 1.63 1.55 1.52 1.46 1.38 1.32 1.47 1.41 1.35
Missouri 1.48 1.36 1.48 1.40 1.44 1.46 1.51 141 1.44 1.33 1.54 1.60
Montana 1.49 1.55 1.40 1.30 1.44 1.57 1.39 1.42 1.52 1.27 1.15 1.45
Nebraska 1.42 1.78 1.65 1.51 1.66 1.36 1.40 1.53 1.64 1.71 1.70 1.65
Nevada 1.50 1.60 1.66 1.35 1.21 1.56 1.41 1.62 1.86 1.84 1.69 1.40
New Hampshire 1.36 1.54 1.40 1.36 1.61 1.47 1.43 1.46 1.34 1.49 1.28 1.25
New Jersey 1.42 1.63 1.57 1.51 1.48 1.60 1.50 1.44 1.57 1.82 1.63 1.57
New Mexico 1.53 1.27 1.62 1.42 1.48 1.25 1.48 1.58 1.50 1.64 1.71 1.77
New York 1.43 1.48 1.48 1.40 1.39 1.38 1.55 1.60 1.49 1.62 1.70 1.76
North Carolina 1.45 1.47 1.42 1.58 1.50 1.46 1.42 1.52 1.42 1.43 1.43 1.49
North Dakota 1.46 1.45 1.42 1.50 1.46 1.33 1.56 1.50 1.42 1.70 1.70 1.63
Ohio 1.47 1.42 1.56 1.57 1.58 1.44 1.55 1.46 1.59 1.63 1.65 1.49
Oklahoma 1.70 1.53 1.44 1.54 1.36 1.57 1.59 1.52 1.37 1.33 1.65 1.46
Oregon 1.47 1.64 1.64 1.55 1.41 1.52 1.25 1.22 141 1.39 1.44 1.69
Pennsylvania 1.48 1.42 1.41 1.52 1.29 1.40 1.54 1.54 1.51 1.41 1.57 1.66
Rhode Island 1.19 1.24 1.30 1.25 1.45 1.47 1.69 1.20 1.49 1.34 1.24 1.32
South Carolina 1.46 1.38 1.66 1.46 1.58 1.50 1.57 1.45 1.57 1.61 1.44 1.39
South Dakota 1.72 1.73 1.54 1.44 1.56 1.48 1.67 1.90 1.93 1.73 1.67 1.51
Tennessee 1.56 1.46 1.48 1.34 1.39 1.51 1.46 1.40 1.59 1.53 1.52 1.40
Texas 1.45 1.50 1.48 1.49 1.46 1.51 1.60 1.58 1.56 1.56 1.62 1.64
Utah 1.37 1.54 1.64 1.37 1.20 1.51 1.35 1.52 1.56 1.58 1.39 1.26
Vermont 1.31 1.28 1.39 1.23 1.52 1.38 1.37 1.45 1.18 1.34 1.45 1.35
Virginia 1.50 1.43 1.48 1.26 1.40 1.33 1.34 1.34 1.43 1.39 1.47 1.58
Washington 1.34 1.33 1.38 1.45 1.54 1.44 1.45 1.57 1.53 1.52 1.63 1.66
West Virginia 1.32 1.40 1.16 1.32 1.26 1.22 1.38 1.63 1.24 1.40 1.27 1.47
Wisconsin 1.45 1.47 1.61 1.63 1.64 1.60 1.83 1.59 1.42 1.54 1.54 1.30
Wyoming 1.47 1.31 1.35 1.34 141 1.42 1.66 1.49 1.37 1.34 1.26 1.38
uU.s. 1.47 1.47 1.49 1.49 1.47 1.48 1.52 1.52 1.50 1.52 1.56 1.55
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure 20. Total Child Care Expenditures Ages 0-14 by State
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State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Alabama $238,983,725 $357,414,122 $457,352,787 $454,873,604 $420,995,507 $500,035,748
Alaska 85,296,096 77,684,866 85,912,954 73,915,183 86,266,727 141,603,227
Arizona 530,037,496 443,492,119 461,989,629 623,706,108 485,017,346 647,651,592
Arkansas 180,411,671 251,743,914 185,716,991 375,136,295 270,128,555 315,786,660
California 4,910,271,787 4,926,455,985 4,604,244,331 5,310,046,013 6,178,561,096 5,624,116,556
Colorado 533,967,299 946,162,591 833,627,218 715,854,508 1,033,664,751 693,721,318
Connecticut 637,081,077 815,127,658 783,128,183 605,200,107 709,286,509 750,502,875
Delaware 107,209,357 110,203,636 145,536,394 120,359,852 112,926,278 137,030,741
District of Columbia 131,444,197 193,718,885 218,956,392 176,701,259 176,682,945 207,435,082
Florida 1,379,100,205 1,677,143,273 1,971,492,704 2,375,062,269 2,226,129,214 1,853,283,642
Georgia 1,036,858,064 1,123,035,758 1,266,614,563 1,090,191,186 1,306,440,981 1,033,949,376
Hawaii 87,044,986 92,914,265 82,517,164 108,325,317 121,644,088 99,364,367
Idaho 126,500,082 100,463,869 150,970,552 109,034,835 180,805,408 146,481,017
Illinois 1,626,167,587 1,699,682,475 1,553,304,332 1,711,745,758 1,693,237,834 2,069,545,354
Indiana 577,747,650 769,671,614 543,301,859 727,579,406 661,065,790 776,557,521
lowa 381,449,571 397,390,222 439,949,744 434,566,693 584,979,696 580,553,409
Kansas 413,148,838 395,512,109 457,764,701 456,540,000 267,587,230 549,886,771
Kentucky 292,429,329 403,213,381 441,077,582 292,549,269 397,585,759 416,719,831
Louisiana 442,641,218 466,112,873 303,128,257 326,138,273 460,475,287 394,121,174
Maine 127,939,364 189,035,134 180,613,827 206,958,239 201,061,327 176,740,662
Maryland 1,259,163,291 1,220,196,608 1,243,694,392 1,415,994,608 1,351,424,951 1,536,092,301
Massachusetts 1,011,382,075 1,591,006,512 1,408,156,327 1,530,279,383 1,588,951,425 1,493,119,105
Michigan 947,253,689 1,108,016,484 1,020,240,756 941,881,273 1,054,144,841 1,005,280,363
Minnesota 931,046,070 1,030,502,622 1,167,610,099 1,240,148,935 1,269,462,039 1,542,612,159
Mississippi 179,644,883 221,037,864 309,546,837 295,785,396 264,317,547 313,132,755
Missouri 673,818,578 700,173,992 569,310,530 853,774,195 794,135,525 1,388,675,969
Montana 69,088,292 96,990,332 99,112,003 86,191,409 81,904,965 85,829,891
Nebraska 243,561,340 311,034,987 348,055,117 285,097,367 492,895,188 384,165,215
Nevada 244,636,188 331,165,102 276,754,476 336,321,308 265,471,202 319,130,233
New Hampshire 183,858,592 190,588,404 247,235,196 220,496,744 242,214,336 192,641,938
New Jersey 1,227,431,346 1,449,007,007 1,047,916,338 2,291,468,934 1,218,584,524 1,434,296,302
New Mexico 159,029,490 132,887,157 107,947,469 117,071,069 98,593,310 128,222,826
New York 1,900,680,359 2,558,472,112 2,626,453,379 2,807,604,604 3,973,468,222 2,619,697,478
North Carolina 1,102,267,572 1,095,009,467 1,646,130,157 1,225,774,668 1,207,869,403 1,196,226,520
North Dakota 120,178,991 111,025,834 156,277,302 138,587,628 213,226,644 161,062,215
Ohio 837,379,246 1,475,548,572 1,095,368,087 1,416,416,712 1,194,818,459 1,454,966,457
Oklahoma 357,711,076 288,235,803 384,048,297 229,294,782 319,829,134 247,740,809
Oregon 389,657,228 416,267,768 578,340,945 559,928,556 513,485,699 515,034,970
Pennsylvania 1,340,082,828 1,573,164,312 1,417,065,866 1,413,709,072 1,265,001,944 1,653,013,628
Rhode Island 131,070,148 125,001,083 150,894,758 188,069,364 183,347,739 149,294,320
South Carolina 591,125,729 355,808,014 337,493,685 439,928,288 460,693,214 553,278,179
South Dakota 114,871,283 143,444,420 125,826,875 149,291,287 143,392,561 168,600,804
Tennessee 793,494,595 746,616,586 740,224,801 631,756,267 841,191,364 877,395,887
Texas 2,596,896,114 3,198,960,165 2,885,474,885 3,232,740,972 3,316,910,397 3,384,297,950
Utah 194,474,096 183,245,933 203,664,821 232,657,005 264,800,228 236,469,052
Vermont 99,239,341 114,222,903 104,506,130 103,199,812 87,883,360 123,961,390
Virginia 1,559,027,494 1,657,684,093 1,629,721,722 1,858,862,381 2,462,910,770 1,960,657,118
Washington 897,774,311 890,067,585 922,009,404 968,698,634 1,086,392,271 1,014,344,627
West Virginia 91,048,027 128,059,276 75,925,755 124,064,600 118,206,983 116,350,870
Wisconsin 749,778,722 820,868,592 693,729,932 900,761,815 848,753,805 762,422,044
Wyoming 50,510,540 46,271,333 79,840,874 84,752,365 76,084,626 77,311,780
u.s. $34,892,911,132  $39,746,759,673  $38,865,777,373  $42,615,093,607 $44,874,909,002 $44,210,412,079

Continued



THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

Figure 20. (Cont.) Total Child Care Expenditures ages 0-14 by State

State 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama $683,196,909 $427,252,636 $417,984,565 $490,841,181 $564,786,943 $653,686,985
Alaska 157,787,495 140,471,281 82,133,290 81,290,183 88,022,599 94,718,596
Arizona 576,802,908 666,694,614 670,535,981 1,098,242,589 704,618,846 753,180,535
Arkansas 301,260,484 247,634,078 186,152,176 296,609,977 469,097,238 282,762,829
California 6,712,830,090 6,398,867,255 7,181,992,606 6,326,479,183 7,018,719,854 5,498,666,206
Colorado 795,632,006 1,295,431,834 1,146,518,723 1,122,366,248 878,281,201 789,800,267
Connecticut 668,102,097 622,851,457 753,901,584 584,617,847 1,075,563,743 360,273,121
Delaware 93,127,924 135,925,968 160,341,788 184,799,706 81,800,403 148,720,003
District of Columbia 228,133,399 290,842,113 306,760,576 296,900,995 378,843,828 249,253,591
Florida 1,797,501,763 2,003,536,969 2,144,515,673 2,366,549,668 2,451,342,996 2,400,877,206
Georgia 1,241,604,044 1,463,967,197 1,346,447,698 1,367,975,335 1,550,772,105 877,617,925
Hawaii 107,220,761 118,112,958 140,553,390 150,485,658 118,136,027 132,739,557
Idaho 194,982,584 190,418,701 156,696,785 171,717,293 252,928,156 169,916,470
Illinois 1,593,767,959 1,843,309,651 1,811,582,601 2,183,385,489 2,598,842,659 2,631,213,610
Indiana 782,248,018 1,033,612,284 635,508,677 982,140,576 1,660,038,968 811,678,829
lowa 710,130,046 697,868,984 535,014,924 628,209,472 680,426,813 651,593,580
Kansas 348,589,809 586,772,884 532,615,436 519,286,308 706,189,500 525,269,330
Kentucky 508,874,735 526,094,010 503,801,817 421,025,154 510,693,817 600,181,691
Louisiana 611,863,986 543,480,879 413,871,441 735,469,771 680,567,659 415,281,886
Maine 199,743,149 187,236,844 225,089,393 189,667,019 228,426,619 158,062,433
Maryland 1,788,946,586 1,400,606,777 2,361,997,451 1,710,942,408 2,111,814,345 1,135,716,062
Massachusetts 1,330,762,504 1,415,855,873 1,800,950,306 2,342,112,609 1,966,093,452 1,563,961,161
Michigan 1,107,130,636 1,131,468,468 1,333,665,451 1,726,087,636 1,757,138,391 1,118,506,632
Minnesota 1,410,797,876 1,255,980,450 1,843,602,355 1,887,921,550 1,221,651,615 1,221,062,172
Mississippi 259,679,781 232,163,352 192,958,321 246,012,025 286,237,487 186,569,590
Missouri 1,220,081,973 990,026,270 1,084,401,895 859,260,638 1,144,189,153 861,502,026
Montana 139,083,510 108,702,376 121,520,571 123,926,609 206,884,565 187,271,301
Nebraska 290,027,960 345,291,882 482,245,648 445,396,331 477,692,670 530,373,763
Nevada 357,966,226 311,962,488 214,343,583 272,607,742 343,029,854 263,746,735
New Hampshire 199,687,887 204,037,479 271,694,382 300,515,816 495,457,431 314,916,779
New Jersey 1,970,203,121 2,065,771,038 1,291,271,345 1,643,029,029 1,988,638,354 1,079,899,058
New Mexico 155,641,818 114,452,137 161,812,113 137,801,830 94,299,528 42,949,178
New York 3,136,823,026 3,937,244,763 3,364,226,613 4,351,097,474 4,070,421,706 2,727,191,351
North Carolina 1,637,300,121 1,601,116,632 1,521,621,648 1,514,282,664 1,397,548,572 1,354,009,569
North Dakota 196,811,644 232,416,687 118,145,647 173,536,940 229,076,051 202,361,404
Ohio 1,265,018,735 1,559,596,140 1,697,774,415 1,379,188,203 1,708,529,707 1,108,567,480
Oklahoma 371,331,996 404,853,849 371,193,927 403,092,110 484,867,263 421,819,008
Oregon 489,104,295 522,250,506 604,943,545 651,617,670 1,201,030,339 655,128,007
Pennsylvania 1,904,161,172 2,112,957,632 2,104,891,209 1,805,442,920 2,219,561,756 2,141,207,532
Rhode Island 80,006,872 122,317,028 154,485,749 135,351,234 306,416,083 177,971,675
South Carolina 659,415,154 476,331,583 464,570,438 632,419,306 995,362,073 566,835,745
South Dakota 151,938,661 149,177,507 138,307,243 187,912,052 168,863,542 160,339,171
Tennessee 704,403,031 1,050,359,159 786,430,802 716,032,847 783,989,174 707,629,006
Texas 3,945,416,690 3,535,449,625 4,105,065,987 4,073,936,850 5,564,464,831 3,689,918,342
Utah 295,684,371 345,022,835 228,131,626 446,111,170 220,022,882 158,750,437
Vermont 92,868,745 101,802,279 160,172,845 109,435,882 102,233,202 137,589,468
Virginia 2,110,660,272 1,854,470,651 2,552,206,926 2,018,049,961 2,519,528,569 2,296,029,043
Washington 1,511,146,894 1,045,257,787 1,204,433,053 1,509,986,539 1,911,409,384 1,167,349,869
West Virginia 96,628,407 100,474,214 82,682,935 89,885,778 85,525,772 159,975,204
Wisconsin 961,317,552 1,033,023,929 996,048,333 1,325,360,404 1,143,460,050 1,010,906,422
Wyoming 65,147,338 63,865,778 45,419,004 103,823,491 73,718,277 43,230,347
uU.s. $48,218,595,020  $49,244,689,770  $51,213,234,487 $53,520,237,370  $59,977,256,054  $45,598,778,190
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Il. Explaining State-Level Paid Child Care Usage

One of the primary objectives of this report is to examine
factors that explain differences in paid child care usage
across the states. We draw on findings from existing child
care research, economic theory, and
analysis of child care data at the
state level to identify key economic
and demographic factors believed
to be closely intertwined with the
use of paid child care. The factors
are first defined and the data used
in their measurement are evaluated
and discussed.

Factors Underlying Paid Care Usage

Three objectives are pursued in identifying a set of factors
explaining the use of paid child care. First, each factor needs
a sound theoretical and practical linkage to paid child care
usage. Second, the factors should represent largely indepen-
dent influences on the share of paid care to avoid including
redundant information and overfitting the model. Third,
where possible, the factors should be relevant to current
child care policy initiatives.

Measures believed to influence paid child care usage at
the state level generally fall into two categories: 1) eco-
nomic and demographic characteristics of each state and
2) characteristics of the child care market in each state.
Economic and demographic factors are suggested by both
existing research and obser-
vations of descriptive data on
paid child care usage. Child
care industry characteristics
are motivated by the active
policy role played by feder-
al and state government, as
well as the use of paid child
care as the policy mechanism
through which many forms of
child care policy are implemented.

Economic and Demographic Factors

Economic and demographic characteristics of each state
are believed to heavily influence paid child care usage at the
state level. Three key factors believed to have a fundamental
influence on paid child care usage at the state level are labor
force attachment (particularly for mothers), household in-
come, and educational attainment.

There is a strong theoretical foundation for all three factors
in explaining the use of paid child care. Descriptive data also
confirm that parents in U.S. households with higher levels
of labor force participation, income, and education use far

The primary role of child care,
both paid and unpaid, remains
its role in facilitating a parent’s
participation in the workforce.
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higher shares of paid care for their children on average.
These relationships are also present in state-level data.

Labor Force Participation of
Mothers

It is the labor force
participation of mothers
that is most closely tied to
paid child care use.

The primary role of child care, both

paid and unpaid, remains its role in
facilitating a parent’s participation
in the workforce. This suggests that
measures of labor force attachment
have a direct fundamental link to
paid child care usage.

Specifically, it is the labor force participation of mothers
that is believed to be most closely tied to paid child care us-
age, given that most in-home parental care is traditionally
provided by mothers. The expectation is that states with a
higher share of mothers participating in the labor force have
higher shares of children in paid care.

Defining Child Care Eligible Women. In examining maternal
labor force participation, the data in this section focus pri-
marily on women who are of both working and childbearing
age. These are the two characteristics believed to be most
closely tied to the usage of paid care for working mothers.

The group is defined using the population of women ages
18 to 54, with a focus on mothers with a child under the age
of 15, or of typical child care
age. This group excludes some
mothers ages 16 and 17 who
are typically captured in labor
force statistics, particular-
ly unemployment and labor
force participation measures
as reported by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. This is a rel-
atively small group that is far less likely to be engaged either
in the labor force or in caring for children. The group is also
slightly broader than prime working age women (ages 25-
54). Restricting the analysis to mothers beginning at age 25
excludes more than 14 million women ages 18 to 24 of child-
bearing age from the analysis, of whom approximately 1.45
million are mothers.*°

Maternal Participation and Paid Child Care. Figure 21 illus-
trates the strong positive linkage across the states between
the labor force participation of mothers and the share of
children in paid care in 2019. For mothers with a younger
child ages 0 to 4, a best-fit line suggests that a 1% increase in
the participation rate of mothers is associated with a 0.79%
increase in the share of children ages 0 to 4 in paid care. The
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Figure 21. Maternal Labor Force Participation and Paid Child Care Usage (2019)
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calculations

states with the highest maternal participation rates have a
more than 20% higher share of children in paid care on av-
erage than those with the lowest participation rates.

There is a similar relationship between labor force participa-
tion and paid care relative to
the broader group of children
ages 0 to 14. A one percentage
point change in the female
participation rate is associat-
ed with a 0.79% change in the
share of children ages o to 14
in paid care across the states.

For both age groups, there is
anearly proportional percent-
age change between the share
of mothers in the labor force
and the share of children in paid child care across the states.

Income

A close link between income and paid child care usage is
suggested in household-level survey data evaluated in the
prior section of the report. Households with higher in-
come are far more likely to have a child in paid child care.
Households with children in paid care had average report-
ed household income of $149,926 in 2020, $39,049 higher
than the average income of $110,877 for households with
children but not using paid care.

Income is measured in this section using personal income
per capita as defined by the Bureau of Economic Analysis

The states with the highest
maternal participation rates have
a more than 20% higher share of

children in paid care on average
than those with the lowest
participation rates.

(BEA). Per capita measures are used to remove potential
population effects across the states. This approach places
income on comparable terms with measuring paid care us-
age as the share of children in paid care. The use of BEA
data also removes any effects on measures of average in-
come from the top coding
of CPS data for high income
households.

The use of personal income
represents the broadest mea-
sure of income and includes
all sources of income, both
earned and unearned. The
use of paid care is believed to
be more closely related to the
total income of households
rather than just earned in-
come. This is consistent with the Census Bureau’s approach
of including all forms of income in its Supplemental Poverty
Measure (SPM) program.*

Income is then adjusted for changes in prices over time
and differences in price levels across states. This adjust-
ment provides a measure of real personal income per capita
that can be compared directly across states and over time.
Inflation and cost of living adjustments are made using
state-level regional price parity (RPP) indexes produced by
the BEA along with the national implicit price deflator to ad-
just for national price changes over time.*? The use of RPPs
accounts for the widely varying level of purchasing power
across the states and provides for more robust comparisons.
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Figure 22. Real per Capita Income and Paid Child Care Usage (2019)
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Real Per Capita Income and Paid Care Usage. Figure 22
summarizes the relationship between real personal income
per capita and the share of children in paid care across the
states in 2019. The observed relationship suggests that the
share of children in paid child care is highly sensitive to in-
come differences across the states. A best-fit line suggests
that each $1,000 of additional real income per capita is as-
sociated with a 0.7% increase in the share of children in paid
care. In terms of income, an addi-
tional $10,000 in real income per
capita in a state is associated with
a 7% average increase in the share
of children in paid care. A range of
$20,000 in income includes nearly
all states and is associated with a
14% range in the share of children
in paid care.

In other words, lower income states with real per capita in-
come of about $45,000 annually typically have about 17%
of children in paid care. Higher income states with real per
capita income of approximately $55,000 typically have
about a 22% share of children in paid care.

The relationship between income and paid care is not highly
sensitive to the measure of income used. The share of chil-
dren in paid care across the states is also closely correlated
with nominal personal income per capita, median house-
hold income, and real median household income.

Educational attainment is
the third key demographic
measure believed to
influence paid care usage.
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Educational Attainment

Educational attainment is the third key demographic mea-
sure believed to influence paid care usage. CPS survey data
at the household level suggest that parents with higher levels
of education tend to use a far higher share of paid child care.
Above average use of paid care is generally found where the
primary householder has a bachelor’s degree or higher.

Our expectation is that measures
of education at the household
level remain closely tied to paid
care usage when aggregated at
the state level. Education is also
closely intertwined with income in
explaining paid child care usage, as
states with higher education levels
tend to have higher income levels.

Measuring Educational Attainment. Two measures of edu-
cational attainment are examined relative to paid care. The
first is average years of schooling for persons in the labor
force ages 25 years and older (Figure 23a). This measure is
derived from the work of Barro and Lee (2010) on measures
of educational attainment and provides a broad measure
of overall educational attainment that captures progress
made at all levels of education.’® At the U.S. level, educa-
tional attainment equals 13.44 years of schooling on average
in 2019, or 1.44 years of education beyond high school. At
the state level, years of schooling varies from 12.84 years in
West Virginia to 13.98 years in Colorado.
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Figure 23. Educational Attainment and Paid Child Care Usage
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An alternative measure of educational attainment is the
share of state population ages 25 years and older with a
bachelor’s degree or higher (Figure 23b). This measure
should also be relevant for explaining paid child care usage
given generally higher education levels among users of paid
care. The share of the population with a bachelor’s degree
or higher ranges from a low of 21% in West Virginia to more
than 40% in Colorado, Maryland, Massachusetts, and New
Jersey.

Education and Paid Care Usage. Figure 23 illustrates the
relationship present between the two education measures
and the use of paid child care across the states in 2019. Both
education measures are evaluated relative to the share of
children ages 0 to 4 and 0 to 14 in paid child care. A best-
fit line indicates that an additional 0.1 years of schooling
across the states is associated with a 1.4% higher share of
children ages 0-4 in paid care (Figure 23a). The increase is
slightly smaller at 1.1% for the full group of children ages o
to 14 (Figure 23c).
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Many of the highest education states have a full year of addi-
tional schooling on average relative to the lowest education
states. This is associated with an additional 14% share of
children ages 0 to 4 and 11% share of children ages 0 to 14 in
paid care, on average, across the states. The observed rela-
tionship suggests that the states with the highest education
levels tend to have a share of children in paid care that is
roughly double the share in states with the lowest education
levels.

A similar positive association is present between the share
of children in paid care and the share of a state’s popula-
tion with a bachelor’s degree or higher. In Figure 23b, a
10% increase in the share of the population with a bache-
lor’s degree or higher is associated with a 6.6% higher share
of children ages o to 4 in paid care, on average, across the
states. For children ages 0 to 14, the increase is slightly low-
er at 5.7%.
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Figure 24. Child Care-Related Economic and Demographic Factors (2019)
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Share of Children in Share of Children in Share of Children in LFPR Mothers LFPR Mothers

Paid Care Ages 0-4 Paid Care Ages 0-14  Paid Care Ages 5-14  Ages 18-54 Child 0-14  Ages 18-54 Child 0-4
Region Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value ‘ Rank
Alabama 30.9% 23 19.5% 29 13.0% 37 66.4% 49 62.2% 38
Alaska 16.8% 48 10.3% 48 6.4% 49 63.1% 51 56.0% 51
Arizona 28.8% 29 20.2% 28 16.7% 24 73.1% 24 59.9% 44
Arkansas 25.2% 38 18.0% 37 14.2% 33 70.7% 36 64.9% 34
California 23.8% 42 17.6% 38 14.6% 31 66.7% 47 60.6% 41
Colorado 27.7% 31 21.7% 25 19.3% 17 81.4% 6 70.6% 18
Connecticut 39.3% 10 32.4% 4 29.1% 2 75.4% 17 73.2% 10
Delaware 24.1% 39 15.2% 43 11.6% 44 73.0% 26 68.8% 22
District of Columbia |  45.7% 5 34.3% 2 28.1% 3 81.9% 5 84.1% 3
Florida 26.2% 36 19.1% 30 15.7% 28 70.1% 37 60.7% 40
Georgia 34.7% 15 19.1% 30 12.3% 41 69.1% 38 63.9% 35
Hawaii 14.0% 49 13.2% 47 12.7% 38 67.4% 45 57.3% 49
Idaho 19.3% 47 14.5% 45 12.0% 42 66.5% 48 58.8% 46
Illinois 32.3% 21 20.9% 26 15.3% 29 74.9% 18 72.2% 14
Indiana 28.0% 30 22.3% 22 19.5% 16 72.9% 27 69.9% 19
lowa 38.9% 12 26.8% 11 20.6% 14 80.4% 9 73.4% 9
Kansas 30.0% 25 22.7% 19 18.5% 20 76.5% 14 69.2% 20
Kentucky 22.3% 43 15.0% 44 11.1% 45 68.5% 40 67.1% 27
Louisiana 29.3% 28 18.8% 33 14.0% 35 71.1% 35 63.8% 36
Maine 51.4% 1 33.4% 3 24.2% 6 71.5% 32 67.9% 25
Maryland 33.4% 18 22.4% 21 17.7% 22 77.4% 12 73.1% 11
Massachusetts 36.3% 13 26.2% 13 21.3% 12 80.8% 8 80.1% 4
Michigan 33.7% 17 22.3% 22 16.5% 25 75.4% 15 71.4% 16
Minnesota 39.5% 9 23.1% 16 15.0% 30 83.3% 3 76.5% 6
Mississippi 24.0% 41 15.5% 41 10.9% 46 76.6% 13 72.3% 13
Missouri 39.0% 11 25.3% 14 19.7% 15 75.4% 16 71.7% 15
Montana 24.1% 39 16.8% 39 13.4% 36 74.6% 22 65.5% 32
Nebraska 47.0% 3 30.2% 6 21.8% 11 81.3% 7 78.6% 5
Nevada 31.0% 22 18.8% 33 12.6% 39 73.1% 25 58.8% 47
New Hampshire 46.5% 4 35.1% 1 29.8% 1 82.8% 4 75.8% 7
New Jersey 32.9% 19 23.8% 15 19.2% 18 72.7% 29 68.0% 24
New Mexico 13.7% 50 10.1% 49 8.6% 48 68.2% 41 65.6% 31
New York 33.9% 16 23.0% 17 17.4% 23 67.7% 42 62.3% 37
North Carolina 21.4% 44 15.3% 42 12.6% 39 72.5% 30 65.1% 33
North Dakota 47.2% 2 31.7% 5 23.6% 7 78.4% 11 72.6% 12
Ohio 29.6% 27 20.5% 27 16.3% 26 74.7% 20 69.1% 21
Oklahoma 20.3% 45 13.8% 46 10.5% 47 67.5% 43 59.5% 45
Oregon 39.7% 8 28.0% 9 23.0% 9 74.6% 21 66.0% 29
Pennsylvania 26.1% 37 18.1% 35 14.1% 34 74.4% 23 68.1% 23
Rhode Island 35.3% 14 27.4% 10 23.4% 8 78.6% 10 75.1% 8
South Carolina 26.7% 33 22.6% 20 20.7% 13 72.3% 31 65.7% 30
South Dakota 40.5% 7 29.3% 7 24.8% 5 86.4% 1 84.3% 2
Tennessee 26.7% 33 16.7% 40 11.8% 43 71.5% 33 66.5% 28
Texas 27.2% 32 18.1% 35 14.3% 32 67.0% 46 58.5% 48
Utah 19.9% 46 9.4% 50 4.8% 50 66.2% 50 59.9% 43
Vermont 29.8% 26 22.0% 24 19.1% 19 74.7% 19 70.6% 17
Virginia 41.1% 6 28.7% 8 22.0% 10 72.9% 28 67.8% 26
Washington 30.5% 24 26.8% 11 25.1% 4 68.8% 39 60.3% 42
West Virginia 12.0% 51 6.7% 51 3.7% 51 67.5% 44 62.0% 39
Wisconsin 32.9% 19 23.0% 17 18.2% 21 85.7% 2 84.6% 1
Wyoming 26.5% 35 19.1% 30 15.8% 27 71.3% 34 57.1% 50
u.s. 29.4% 20.3% 16.0% 71.9% 66.7%

Continued
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Real Personal Income Average Household Income
per Capita Average Years of Schooling = Regional Price Parity Index  for Children 0-14 in Paid Care
Region Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank
Alabama $47,026 41 13.14 46 85.8 49 129,959 23
Alaska 54,629 16 13.64 20 105.1 10 120,355 34
Arizona 43,717 48 13.39 34 96.3 26 136,589 19
Arkansas 48,196 35 13.02 48 84.7 50 148,143 14
California 52,328 22 13.33 38 116.4 2 178,126 5
Colorado 54,848 13 13.98 2 101.9 14 169,587 8
Connecticut 67,277 1 13.70 14 105.0 11 186,180 4
Delaware 50,105 27 13.48 30 99.4 18 106,591 42
District of Columbia 66,167 2 14.39 1 115.2 5 272,005 1
Florida 47,445 39 13.35 37 101.0 17 114,867 37
Georgia 47,294 40 13.38 36 93.2 28 128,795 26
Hawaii 43,687 49 13.67 17 119.3 1 169,321 10
Idaho 45,595 45 13.54 24 92.2 31 99,717 49
Illinois 55,174 10 13.59 22 97.4 21 162,852 12
Indiana 50,158 25 13.24 40 88.7 41 125,113 29
lowa 53,277 20 13.52 25 89.0 40 103,080 45
Kansas 54,728 14 13.66 18 89.2 39 130,820 22
Kentucky 45,797 44 13.07 47 87.4 46 107,534 41
Louisiana 49,365 31 12.98 49 87.9 44 92,363 50
Maine 46,636 42 13.63 21 99.3 19 120,066 35
Maryland 54,883 11 13.75 10 107.7 8 136,000 20
Massachusetts 61,446 3 13.90 3 110.4 6 204,149 2
Michigan 48,769 33 13.50 27 923 30 124,451 31
Minnesota 54,860 12 13.87 4 98.0 20 169,521 9
Mississippi 42,134 51 12.96 50 84.4 51 85,236 51
Missouri 50,155 26 13.42 32 88.7 41 124,501 30
Montana 48,625 34 13.76 9 93.5 27 108,118 39
Nebraska 55,667 8 13.67 16 89.5 37 123,091 32
Nevada 48,039 36 13.17 45 97.4 21 140,677 17
New Hampshire 54,518 18 13.79 7 106.5 147,998 15
New Jersey 55,559 9 13.70 13 116.0 4 195,191 3
New Mexico 43,487 50 13.18 44 91.1 35 99,767 48
New York 56,356 6 13.50 28 116.3 3 153,667 13
North Carolina 47,629 37 13.45 31 91.7 33 107,995 40
North Dakota 58,604 5 13.68 15 89.3 38 106,499 43
Ohio 51,910 23 13.38 35 88.4 43 128,919 25
Oklahoma 49,633 30 13.20 42 87.2 47 122,590 33
Oregon 47,573 38 13.71 12 102.2 13 125,945 28
Pennsylvania 54,687 15 13.42 33 97.0 23 145,172 16
Rhode Island 50,842 24 13.48 29 101.3 15 138,965 18
South Carolina 45,420 46 13.32 39 91.5 34 129,500 24
South Dakota 56,194 7 13.52 26 87.8 45 103,775 44
Tennessee 49,640 29 13.22 41 89.7 36 127,199 27
Texas 50,021 28 13.19 43 96.5 24 132,753 21
Utah 46,385 43 13.82 5 96.5 24 118,874 36
Vermont 49,038 32 13.78 8 103.1 12 101,680 47
Virginia 53,837 19 13.72 11 101.3 15 173,607 7
Washington 54,610 17 13.80 6 108.4 7 173,775
West Virginia 44,437 47 12.84 51 87.1 48 112,328 38
Wisconsin 52,949 21 13.58 23 91.9 32 168,743 11
Wyoming 61,266 4 13.65 19 92.8 29 102,493 46
u.s. $51,424 13.44 100.0 $143,816
Continued
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Figure 24. (Cont) Ranked Child Care-Related Economic and Demographic Factors (2019)

Share of Children in Share of Children in Share of Children in LFPR Mothers LFPR Mothers
Paid Care Ages 0-4 Paid Care Ages 0-14  Paid Care Ages 5-14  Ages 18-54 Child 0-14  Ages 18-54 Child 0-4
Region Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank
Maine 51.4% 1 33.4% 3 24.2% 6 71.5% 32 67.9% 25
North Dakota 47.2% 2 31.7% 5 23.6% 7 78.4% 11 72.6% 12
Nebraska 47.0% 3 30.2% 6 21.8% 11 81.3% 78.6%
New Hampshire 46.5% 4 35.1% 1 29.8% 82.8% 75.8%
Dist. of Columbia 45.7% 5 34.3% 2 28.1% 3 81.9% 5 84.1%
Virginia 41.1% 6 28.7% 8 22.0% 10 72.9% 28 67.8% 26
South Dakota 40.5% 7 29.3% 7 24.8% 5 86.4% 1 84.3% 2
Oregon 39.7% 8 28.0% 9 23.0% 9 74.6% 21 66.0% 29
Minnesota 39.5% 9 23.1% 16 15.0% 30 83.3% 3 76.5% 6
Connecticut 39.3% 10 32.4% 4 29.1% 2 75.4% 17 73.2% 10
Missouri 39.0% 11 25.3% 14 19.7% 15 75.4% 16 71.7% 15
lowa 38.9% 12 26.8% 11 20.6% 14 80.4% 9 73.4% 9
Massachusetts 36.3% 13 26.2% 13 21.3% 12 80.8% 8 80.1% 4
Rhode Island 35.3% 14 27.4% 10 23.4% 8 78.6% 10 75.1% 8
Georgia 34.7% 15 19.1% 30 12.3% 41 69.1% 38 63.9% 35
New York 33.9% 16 23.0% 17 17.4% 23 67.7% 42 62.3% 37
Michigan 33.7% 17 22.3% 22 16.5% 25 75.4% 15 71.4% 16
Maryland 33.4% 18 22.4% 21 17.7% 22 77.4% 12 73.1% 11
New Jersey 32.9% 19 23.8% 15 19.2% 18 72.7% 29 68.0% 24
Wisconsin 32.9% 19 23.0% 17 18.2% 21 85.7% 2 84.6% 1
Illinois 32.3% 21 20.9% 26 15.3% 29 74.9% 18 72.2% 14
Nevada 31.0% 22 18.8% 33 12.6% 39 73.1% 25 58.8% 47
Alabama 30.9% 23 19.5% 29 13.0% 37 66.4% 49 62.2% 38
Washington 30.5% 24 26.8% 11 25.1% 4 68.8% 39 60.3% 42
Kansas 30.0% 25 22.7% 19 18.5% 20 76.5% 14 69.2% 20
Vermont 29.8% 26 22.0% 24 19.1% 19 74.7% 19 70.6% 17
Ohio 29.6% 27 20.5% 27 16.3% 26 74.7% 20 69.1% 21
Louisiana 29.3% 28 18.8% 33 14.0% 35 71.1% 35 63.8% 36
Arizona 28.8% 29 20.2% 28 16.7% 24 73.1% 24 59.9% 44
Indiana 28.0% 30 22.3% 22 19.5% 16 72.9% 27 69.9% 19
Colorado 27.7% 31 21.7% 25 19.3% 17 81.4% 6 70.6% 18
Texas 27.2% 32 18.1% 35 14.3% 32 67.0% 46 58.5% 48
South Carolina 26.7% 33 22.6% 20 20.7% 13 72.3% 31 65.7% 30
Tennessee 26.7% 33 16.7% 40 11.8% 43 71.5% 33 66.5% 28
Wyoming 26.5% 35 19.1% 30 15.8% 27 71.3% 34 57.1% 50
Florida 26.2% 36 19.1% 30 15.7% 28 70.1% 37 60.7% 40
Pennsylvania 26.1% 37 18.1% 35 14.1% 34 74.4% 23 68.1% 23
Arkansas 25.2% 38 18.0% 37 14.2% 33 70.7% 36 64.9% 34
Delaware 24.1% 39 15.2% 43 11.6% 44 73.0% 26 68.8% 22
Montana 24.1% 39 16.8% 39 13.4% 36 74.6% 22 65.5% 32
Mississippi 24.0% 41 15.5% 41 10.9% 46 76.6% 13 72.3% 13
California 23.8% 42 17.6% 38 14.6% 31 66.7% 47 60.6% 41
Kentucky 22.3% 43 15.0% 44 11.1% 45 68.5% 40 67.1% 27
North Carolina 21.4% 44 15.3% 42 12.6% 39 72.5% 30 65.1% 33
Oklahoma 20.3% 45 13.8% 46 10.5% 47 67.5% 43 59.5% 45
Utah 19.9% 46 9.4% 50 4.8% 50 66.2% 50 59.9% 43
Idaho 19.3% 47 14.5% 45 12.0% 42 66.5% 48 58.8% 46
Alaska 16.8% 48 10.3% 48 6.4% 49 63.1% 51 56.0% 51
Hawaii 14.0% 49 13.2% 47 12.7% 38 67.4% 45 57.3% 49
New Mexico 13.7% 50 10.1% 49 8.6% 48 68.2% 41 65.6% 31
West Virginia 12.0% 51 6.7% 51 3.7% 51 67.5% 44 62.0% 39
u.s. 29.4% 20.3% 16.0% 71.9% 65.7%
Continued
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Figure 24. (Cont) Ranked Child Care Related Economic and Demographic Factors (2019)

Real Personal Income Average Household Income
per Capita Average Years of Schooling = Regional Price Parity Index for Children 0-14 in Paid Care

Region Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank Value Rank
Maine 46,636 42 13.63 21 99.3 19 120,066 35
North Dakota 58,604 5 13.68 15 89.3 38 106,499 43
Nebraska 55,667 8 13.67 16 89.5 37 123,091 32
New Hampshire 54,518 18 13.79 7 106.5 9 147,998 15
Dist. of Columbia 66,167 2 14.39 1 115.2 5 272,005 1
Virginia 53,837 19 13.72 11 101.3 15 173,607 7
South Dakota 56,194 7 13.52 26 87.8 45 103,775 44
Oregon 47,573 38 13.71 12 102.2 13 125,945 28
Minnesota 54,860 12 13.87 4 98.0 20 169,521 9
Connecticut 67,277 1 13.70 14 105.0 11 186,180 4
Missouri 50,155 26 13.42 32 88.7 41 124,501 30
lowa 53,277 20 13.52 25 89.0 40 103,080 45
Massachusetts 61,446 3 13.90 3 110.4 6 204,149 2
Rhode Island 50,842 24 13.48 29 101.3 15 138,965 18
Georgia 47,294 40 13.38 36 93.2 28 128,795 26
New York 56,356 6 13.50 28 116.3 3 153,667 13
Michigan 48,769 33 13.50 27 92.3 30 124,451 31
Maryland 54,883 11 13.75 10 107.7 8 136,000 20
New Jersey 55,559 9 13.70 13 116.0 4 195,191 3
Wisconsin 52,949 21 13.58 23 91.9 32 168,743 11
Illinois 55,174 10 13.59 22 97.4 21 162,852 12
Nevada 48,039 36 13.17 45 97.4 21 140,677 17
Alabama 47,026 41 13.14 46 85.8 49 129,959 23
Washington 54,610 17 13.80 6 108.4 7 173,775 6
Kansas 54,728 14 13.66 18 89.2 39 130,820 22
Vermont 49,038 32 13.78 8 103.1 12 101,680 47
Ohio 51,910 23 13.38 35 88.4 43 128,919 25
Louisiana 49,365 31 12.98 49 87.9 44 92,363 50
Arizona 43,717 48 13.39 34 96.3 26 136,589 19
Indiana 50,158 25 13.24 40 88.7 41 125,113 29
Colorado 54,848 13 13.98 2 101.9 14 169,587 8
Texas 50,021 28 13.19 43 96.5 24 132,753 21
South Carolina 45,420 46 13.32 39 91.5 34 129,500 24
Tennessee 49,640 29 13.22 41 89.7 36 127,199 27
Wyoming 61,266 4 13.65 19 92.8 29 102,493 46
Florida 47,445 39 13.35 37 101.0 17 114,867 37
Pennsylvania 54,687 15 13.42 33 97.0 23 145,172 16
Arkansas 48,196 35 13.02 48 84.7 50 148,143 14
Delaware 50,105 27 13.48 30 99.4 18 106,591 42
Montana 48,625 34 13.76 9 93.5 27 108,118 39
Mississippi 42,134 51 12.96 50 84.4 51 85,236 51
California 52,328 22 13.33 38 116.4 2 178,126 5
Kentucky 45,797 44 13.07 47 87.4 46 107,534 41
North Carolina 47,629 37 13.45 31 91.7 33 107,995 40
Oklahoma 49,633 30 13.20 42 87.2 47 122,590 33
Utah 46,385 43 13.82 5 96.5 24 118,874 36
Idaho 45,595 45 13.54 24 92.2 31 99,717 49
Alaska 54,629 16 13.64 20 105.1 10 120,355 34
Hawaii 43,687 49 13.67 17 119.3 1 169,321 10
New Mexico 43,487 50 13.18 44 91.1 35 99,767 48
West Virginia 44,437 47 12.84 51 87.1 48 112,328 38
LJESS $51,424 13.44 100.0 $143,816
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, and RegionTrack calculations
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Summary Economic Measures Explaining Paid
Care Usage

All three economic and demographic characteristics have
a strong association with the share of children in paid care
across the states. However, examining the effects at the
individual state level often obscures the broader influence
these factors have across all states.

To better illustrate the broad effects the factors have across
the states, the state-level measures in Figure 24 are grouped
into four quartiles based on rankings of the share of children
ages 0 to 4 in paid care in 2019. States in the first quartile
(Q1) have the highest share of children ages 0 to 4 in paid
care; those in the fourth quartile (Q4) have the lowest share.
There are thirteen states in three of the quartiles and twelve
in the slightly unbalanced third quartile (Figure 25).

Q1 can be interpreted as states with a well above average
share of children ages 0 to 4 in paid care (36.3% to 51.4%);
Q2 represents states with an above average share (29.8%
10 35.3%); Q3 represents states with a below average share
(25.2% 10 29.6%); and Q4 represents states with a well be-
low average share (12.0% to 24.1%).

These groupings provide a more nuanced view of the state
level factors explaining paid child care than the best-fit lines
used in the prior section. We expect that states in the top
quartile (Q1) have the highest average levels of labor force
participation, education, and income, while states in Q4
have the lowest average levels of each factor.

Summary measures of the economic and demographic
characteristics for the states in each quartile are detailed in
Figure 26. Several key findings on the use of paid care across
the states are illustrated in the state groupings:

1. There are several states with extreme shares of chil-
dren ages 0 to 4 in paid care, both high (Q1) and low
(Q4) shares. The states in the middle two quartiles
have far less variation in the share of children in paid
care and more closely approximate the national share
of 29.4%.

2. The top quartile states have 2.5 times the share of
children in paid care relative to the bottom quartile
states. This wide variation in usage suggests there
may be fundamentally different economic and demo-
graphic conditions driving paid child care use in the
highest and lowest usage states. First quartile states

Figure 25. State Quartiles Ranked by Share of Paid Child Care Usage Ages 0-4 (2019)

Quartile 1 Share in Quartile 2 Share in Quartile 3 Share in Quartile 4 Share in

States Paid Care States Paid Care States Paid Care States Paid Care
Maine 51.4% Rhode Island 35.3% Ohio 29.6% Montana 24.1%
North Dakota 47.2% Georgia 34.7% Louisiana 29.3% Delaware 24.1%
Nebraska 47.0% New York 33.9% Arizona 28.8% Mississippi 24.0%
New Hampshire 46.5% Michigan 33.7% Indiana 28.0% California 23.8%
Dist. of Columbia  45.7% Maryland 33.4% Colorado 27.7% Kentucky 22.3%
Virginia 41.1% New Jersey 32.9% Texas 27.2% North Carolina 21.4%
South Dakota 40.5% Wisconsin 32.9% South Carolina 26.7% Oklahoma 20.3%
Oregon 39.7% Illinois 32.3% Tennessee 26.7% Utah 19.9%
Minnesota 39.5% Nevada 31.0% Wyoming 26.5% Idaho 19.3%
Connecticut 39.3% Alabama 30.9% Florida 26.2% Alaska 16.8%
Missouri 39.0% Washington 30.5% Pennsylvania 26.1% Hawaii 14.0%
lowa 38.9% Kansas 30.0% Arkansas 25.2% New Mexico 13.7%
Massachusetts 36.3% Vermont 29.8% West Virginia 12.0%

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations




Figure 26. Quartiles of States by Share of Children in Paid Care Ages 0-4 (2019)
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Share of Share of Share of
Children in Children in Children in
Paid Care Paid Care Paid Care
Number Ages 0-4 Ages 0-14 Ages 5-14
of

Avg. Avg. Avg.
Quartile  States @ Value Rggk Value Rggk Value Rggk
Q1 13 42.5% 7 29.6% 8 23.3% 10
Q2 13 32.4% 20 224% 21 17.6% 24
Q3 12 27.1% 33 19.4% 31 15.8% 28
Q4 13 19.3% 45 13.1% 45 10.0% 44

u.s. 51 29.4% 20.3% 16.0%

LFPR LFPR Real
Mothers Mothers Personal Average
Ages 18-54 Ages 18-54 Income Years of
Child 0-14 Child 0-4 per Capita Schooling
Avg. Avg. Avg. Avg.
Value i Value Rank Value Rank Value [t
789% 12 74.8% 12 $55,862 15 13.73 14
73.9% 24 68.6% 24 51,944 23 13.54 24
72.6% 29 64.9% 32 50,408 29 13.38 33
68.8% 40 62.5% 38 47,154 38 13.35 33
71.9% 65.7% $51,424 13.44

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations

have nearly one in two children of child care age in
paid care versus only one in five children in the fourth
quartile states.

. Among the econom-
ic and demographic
factors, the share of chil-
dren in paid care across
the states is most close-
ly tied to the labor force
participation rate for
mothers. The participa-
tion rate for mothers in
the top quartile is 74.8%
for those with children
ages 0 to 4 and 78.9%
for those with children
ages 0 to 14. This re-
flects a more than 10
percentage point dif-
ferential above the rate
for mothers in the bot-
tom quartile of both age
groups. This is consistent with the tightly grouped
linear fit between paid care usage and the labor force
participation of mothers in Figure 21.

. The tendency of households in states with higher real
income per capita to use more paid care is highly con-
sistent across the quartiles. Even after adjusting for
cost-of-living differences, states in the top quartile of
paid care usage have real income per capita ($55,862)
that is 18% above income in states in the lowest quar-
tile ($47,154). This 18% difference in income ($8,708)
between top and bottom quartiles is associated with a
16.5% difference in the share of children ages o to 14
in paid care.

. There is less variation among the quartiles of paid
care usage for education relative to both participa-

The participation rate for mothers
in the top quartile is
74.8% for those with

children ages 0 to 4 and
78.9% for those with
children ages 0 to 14.
This reflects a more than
10 percentage point differential
above the rate for mothers
in the bottom quartile
of both age groups.
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tion rates for mothers and real income per capita. The
top quartile states have an average of 13.73 years ver-
sus 13.35 for states in the
lowest quartile, a range
of only 0.38 years. How-
ever, states with greater
education have a strong
propensity to use a high-
er share of paid child care
across the quartiles. Years
of schooling falls consis-
tently from the first to the
fourth quartile, but with
little difference between
the average education
level in the two bottom
quartiles. This suggests
that factors other than ed-
ucation are contributing
more to the use of paid
care than education for
the bottom half of states
measured by education level. Six states in the lowest
quartile have years of schooling exceeding the national
average but a very low share of children in paid care
— North Carolina (13.45 years), Delaware (13.48), Ida-
ho (13.54 years), Hawaii (13.67 years), Alaska (13.64
years), and Utah (13.82 years). In contrast, only one
state in the fourth quartile (Montana, 13.76 years) has
years of schooling above the national average. Resi-
dents in these six higher-education states may simply
view home based care as a more attractive alternative
to paid care. This outcome is not traced to income in
these six states, with states in the fourth quartile hav-
ing far lower real income per capita than those in the
upper quartiles. Hawaii is the only state among the six
with real per capita income above the national level.



Child Care Market Characteristics

Other factors believed to influence the level of paid child
care usage across the states are related to the structure of
the child care market in each state. Three of these factors
include the cost of paid care;
federal and state subsidies
and cost offsets (such as tax
credits); and the availability of
alternative sources of publicly
provided care (primarily pre-
school). These three factors also
reflect current child care policy
concerns including the effect of the high cost of care, the ef-
fectiveness of public funding of child care, and the effect of
alternative public care options such as pre-K on the use of
paid care.

Child Care Cost

High cost has long been viewed as a key factor limiting the
use of paid child care in the U.S. Paid care can be quite costly
and is simply not a viable option for many working parents
without subsidies and other cost offsets. This underlies the
historical 20% share of children ages 0 to 14 reported in
paid care in CPS survey data. Other surveys routinely sug-
gest the greatest concern of parents over access to paid child
care is cost.*4

Market Price vs. Cost Burden. There are few sources for
actual child care market prices at the state level. Even if
widely available, child care prices would generally need to
be adjusted in some way to reflect differences in purchasing
power in each state before reli-
able comparisons were possible.

In 2019, the cost of care as a
percent of income per child
varied widely across the states,
from 1.9% in Arizona to 6.3%
in Maryland.

A common approach in the ab-
sence of reliable market prices
is to use a measure of cost bur-
den or expenditure share. Cost
burden or share is typically
calculated as child care costs or
expenditures as a share of fami-
ly or household income.’» While
not a direct measure of the market cost of care, income
share creates a flexible estimate of cost that is more easi-
ly compared across states and over time. The expectation
is that a higher cost share of income per child is associated
with lower use of paid care at the state level and over time,
all other factors held constant.

Both income and the cost of care vary greatly across the
states and produce widely differing cost burdens for fam-
ilies. Measuring child care costs as a share of income
captures both influences and provides a useful comparative
measure across states.

High cost has long been viewed
as a key factor limiting the use
of paid child care in the U.S.
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CPS Expenditures as a Proxy for Cost. Child care expen-
ditures reported in the CPS provide a useful proxy for
calculating the relative cost burden of child care across the
states. While the CPS survey captures household level ex-
penditures rather than direct market prices for care, these
estimates can be converted to
spending per household and per
child at the state level.

These estimates were discussed
in an earlier section of the re-
port, and historical values are
reported in Figures A4 through
A6. Specifically, the child care expenditure share in each
state is defined as the average expenditure per child in
paid child care as a share of household income for house-
holds with a child in paid care. In other words, it measures
the share of income expended each year, on average, per
child in paid care in each state and then scales it by income
in the state for those households using paid care. The mea-
sure is consistent with other research on child care costs
(Herbst 2015).

Figure 27 details the components of the cost share of income
for each state and illustrates the interactions of the various
components. In 2019, U.S. households with children ages
0 to 14 in paid care spent an average of $4,880 per child
on paid care, or 3.4% of household income. The expendi-
ture share also averaged 3.4% of household income over the
2009 to 2020 period.

In 2019, the cost share per child varied widely across the
states, from 1.9% in Arizona to 6.3% in Maryland. Large
child care markets do not nec-
essarily have the highest costs.
California, Virginia, and Flori-
da are all in the bottom half of
the cost share rankings. Texas
is not in the top one-third of the
rankings by cost share.

Similarly, states with high ex-
penditures per child do not have
the highest cost share rankings.
The District of Columbia is the highest cost region but has
only a middle tier ranking. Other states with relatively high
costs per child but low cost shares include Virginia, Cali-
fornia, Washington, Minnesota, and New Jersey. The high
per child cost in most of these states is offset by very high
income.

States in the top half of the rankings measured by cost share
but with relatively low costs per child include Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Wyoming. The relatively low cost of care in
these states is offset by low-household income.
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Figure 27. Income Share of Child Care Expenditures per Child Ages 0-14
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Total Children Expenditures

Child Care = in = operChildin ~  Household
Region Expenditures Paid Care Paid Care Income
Maryland $2,111,814,345 248,026 $8,514 $136,000
Montana 206,884,565 31,474 6,573 108,118
Vermont 102,233,202 20,455 4,998 101,680
Rhode Island 306,416,083 45,738 6,699 138,965
Oregon 1,201,030,339 200,684 5,985 125,945
Alaska 88,022,599 15,448 5,698 120,355
Idaho 252,928,156 54,289 4,659 99,717
Indiana 1,660,038,968 286,440 5,795 125,113
New Hampshire 495,457,431 73,394 6,751 147,998
North Carolina 1,397,548,572 295,315 4,732 107,995
Louisiana 680,567,659 168,419 4,041 92,363
North Dakota 229,076,051 49,192 4,657 106,499
Kansas 706,189,500 132,850 5,316 130,820
lowa 680,426,813 164,202 4,144 103,080
West Virginia 85,525,772 19,444 4,399 112,328
Pennsylvania 2,219,561,756 395,731 5,609 145,172
Kentucky 510,693,817 123,842 4,124 107,534
Texas 5,564,464,831 1,101,829 5,050 132,753
Mississippi 286,237,487 88,448 3,236 85,236
South Carolina 995,362,073 208,384 4,765 129,500
Oklahoma 484,867,263 109,460 4,430 122,590
Dist. of Columbia 378,843,828 38,989 9,717 272,005
Michigan 1,757,138,391 396,506 4,432 124,451
New York 4,070,421,706 756,927 5,378 153,667
Wyoming 73,718,277 21,409 3,443 102,493
Massachusetts 1,966,093,452 287,912 6,829 204,149
lllinois 2,598,842,659 477,825 5,439 162,852
Nebraska 477,692,670 119,241 4,006 123,091
Missouri 1,144,189,153 282,671 4,048 124,501
Virginia 2,519,528,569 447,058 5,636 173,607
Florida 2,451,342,996 666,152 3,680 114,867
Connecticut 1,075,563,743 186,834 5,757 186,180
Ohio 1,708,529,707 433,288 3,943 128,919
Delaware 81,800,403 25,124 3,256 106,591
Arkansas 469,097,238 104,176 4,503 148,143
Georgia 1,550,772,105 397,548 3,901 128,795
California 7,018,719,854 1,308,526 5,364 178,126
South Dakota 168,863,542 54,064 3,123 103,775
Washington 1,911,409,384 376,318 5,079 173,775
Tennessee 783,989,174 211,734 3,703 127,199
Minnesota 1,221,651,615 248,497 4,916 169,521
Wisconsin 1,143,460,050 241,801 4,729 168,743
Maine 228,426,619 69,215 3,300 120,066
New Jersey 1,988,638,354 375,353 5,298 195,191
Utah 220,022,882 73,323 3,001 118,874
Alabama 564,786,943 178,111 3,171 129,959
New Mexico 94,299,528 39,509 2,387 99,767
Colorado 878,281,201 228,392 3,845 169,587
Nevada 343,029,854 107,781 3,183 140,677
Hawaii 118,136,027 33,138 3,565 169,321
Arizona 704,618,846 269,048 2,619 136,589
u.s. $59,977,256,054 12,290,034 $4,880 $144,780
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Other Measures of Child Care Cost. Because the CPS survey
does not ask respondents about the specific types of care
received or the quantity of care purchased, the CPS-based
cost share measure is not well suited to address questions
concerning the quality of care, types of care, frequency of
care, or other specific characteristics of care arrangements
available in each state.

Other data sources may be better suited for answering ques-
tions concerning cost. Along
with CPS data, three com-
monly used sources for child
care cost data are the Census
Bureau’s Survey on Income
and Program Participation®
(SIPP), the U.S. Department
of Education Early Childhood
Program Participation (ECPP)
survey, and Child Care Aware
of America (CCAoA). Limita-
tions associated with each of
these three data sources re-
lated to scope, frequency, or
methodology led to reliance on
CPS data for this report.”

Child Care Subsidies and Cost Offsets

The net cost of child care to U.S. households is often deter-
mined by the receipt of a range of federal and state subsidies
and other cost offsets. These subsidies and offsets are
viewed as a potential key determinant of the share of paid
child care usage across the states.

Research suggests that these financial incentives influence
the use of paid child care and the decision to work. Pepin
(2020) finds that a 10% increase in the Child and Depen-
dent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC) increases annual paid child
care participation by 4-5% in households with children
younger than 13. Tekin (2005) finds that Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF) child care subsidies induce
mothers to switch from informal to formal (typically paid)
modes of child care.'®

Public Child Care Funding. Public child care funding comes
primarily from shared federal and state expenditures
through the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)
and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) pro-
grams along with the federal Child and Dependent Care
Tax Credit (CDCTC).

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is the pri-
mary source of federal funds provided directly to states to
be used for child care. TANF is a block grant to states that
can be used for a wide array of activities decided by states.
This report includes those TANF expenditures that are used
specifically for child care, including TANF funds that are

Public child care funding comes
primarily from shared federal and
state expenditures through the
Child Care and Development Fund
(CCDF) and Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF)
programs along with the federal
Child and Dependent Care Tax
Credit (CDCTC).
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transferred by some states to the Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund (CCDF). States can spend TANF funds directly
on child care or can choose to transfer up to 30% to the
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF). Data on the
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC) is provided
annually by the Internal Revenue Service.

We assemble a measure of all three sources of child care
assistance in the FY2009 to FY2019 period for each state.
Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund (CCDF) data is
currently available through
fiscal year 2019 while TANF
expenditure data currently
extends through fiscal year
2020. The most recent data
on the Child and Dependent
Care Tax Credit (CDCTC) ex-
tends through tax year 2020.

Funding from the three
sources totaled approximate-
ly $19.3 billion nationally
in FY2019 — Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF)
$10.3 billion, TANF $5.1 bil-
lion, and the federal Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit
(CDCTC) $3.8 billion (Figure 28). These funding sources are
used primarily to offset the cost of paid child care services
and comprise a large share of the total revenue of the formal
U.S. child care industry. The $19.3 billion in FY2019 support
is equal to approximately 37% of the total child care expendi-
tures reported by U.S. households in CPS data in 2019.

Public Funding Share of Income. Similar to child care ex-
penditures, subsidies and offsets are measured as a share
of income in order to facilitate comparisons across states.
The measure of child care subsidies and offsets is defined
as the total amount of public child care funding per child
of child care age as a share of median household income in
each state.” This measures the significance of the size of the
subsidies and offsets relative to income in each state. Expec-
tations are that higher federal and state child care funding
per child as a share of income in a state is expected to be
associated with a higher share of paid child care usage.

Figure 28 details the components of the calculation for each
state in FY2019. Nationally, subsidies and offsets per child
from these sources totaled approximately $320 in 2019,
or 0.46% of U.S. median household income. This equates
to 6.6% of the average per child expenditure of $4,880 on
paid care in 2019. The dollar amount of child care subsi-
dies and offsets per child in paid care varied widely ($149 in
Tennessee to $828 in the District of Columbia) across the
states in 2019, as did subsidy spending per child as a share
of household income (0.23% in Arizona and Utah to 0.97%
in Delaware).
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Figure 28. Income Share of Child Care Expenditures per Child Ages 0-14

Federal & State Subsidies and Cost Offsets . Childrenof _ Sal:‘lzsgi;:: .  Median _ Share
Child & Dependent ~ cChildCare — Offsets ~ Household — of

Region TANF CCDF Care Credit Total Ages O to 14 per Child Income Income Rank
Delaware $79,081,463 $26,193,485 $14,106,000 $119,380,948 165,598 $720.91 $74,194 0.97% 1
Vermont 32,255,245 25,908,096 7,571,000 65,734,341 93,059 706.37 74,305 0.95% 2
Dist. of Columbia 59,117,060 24,407,161 10,533,000 94,057,221 113,591 828.03 93,111 0.89% 3
Rhode Island 45,351,622 31,863,273 10,984,000 88,198,895 166,866 528.56 70,151 0.75% 4
Massachusetts 334,775,956 289,309,648 97,774,000 721,859,604 1,099,451 656.56 87,707 0.75% 5
New Mexico 47,275,952 94,206,431 12,748,000 154,230,383 391,397 394.05 53,113 0.74% 6
Pennsylvania 506,840,658 481,149,041 141,597,000 1,129,586,699 2,184,126 517.18 70,582 0.73% 7
New York 467,811,585 919,703,899 257,498,000 1,645,013,484 3,293,255 499.51 71,855 0.70% 8
Wisconsin 201,426,341 220,621,459 59,095,000 481,142,800 1,049,353 458.51 67,355 0.68% 9
lllinois 495,255,920 500,790,519 151,298,000 1,147,344,439 2,291,123 500.78 74,399 0.67% 10
Ohio 410,532,389 336,661,484 95,334,000 842,527,873 2,112,465 398.84 64,663 0.62% 11
Maine 29,258,826 36,003,592 16,733,000 81,995,418 207,126 395.87 66,546 0.59% 12
Mississippi 1,715,430 110,943,284 36,489,000 149,147,714 570,412 261.47 44,787 0.58% 13
North Carolina 198,883,025 345,534,172 118,989,000 663,406,197 1,927,638 344.15 61,159 0.56% 14
Minnesota 166,912,791 225,905,132 81,205,000 474,022,923 1,074,597 441.12 81,426 0.54% @15
Florida 290,577,670 515,435,521 274,471,000 1,080,484,191 3,482,848 310.23 58,368 0.53% 16
lowa 55,616,085 105,597,402 44,682,000 205,895,487 611,967 336.45 66,054 0.51% 17
Alaska 14,782,274 33,524,030 8,405,000 56,711,304 150,569 376.65 78,394 0.48% @ 18
West Virginia 10,021,392 54,038,662 8,877,000 72,937,054 289,049 252.33 53,706 0.47% 19
Indiana 123,164,337 208,248,717 70,035,000 401,448,054 1,281,935 313.16 66,693 0.47% @ 20
New Jersey 163,904,427 333,927,770 146,210,000 644,042,197 1,579,904 407.65 87,726 0.46% 21
Alabama 5,523,997 164,869,788 57,103,000 227,496,785 913,340 249.08 56,200 0.44% 22
Nebraska 23,058,785 73,623,662 30,940,000 127,622,447 394,514 323.49 73,071 0.44% | 23
Louisiana 45,294,535 101,992,095 55,584,000 202,870,630 898,141 225.88 51,707 0.44% | 24
Oklahoma 32,713,867 139,028,788 31,732,000 203,474,655 795,374 255.82 59,397 043% 25
Montana 9,277,135 28,848,189 10,047,000 48,172,324 187,263 257.24 60,195 043% 26
Georgia 0 353,955,970 136,479,000 490,434,970 2,078,730 235.93 56,628 042% 27
Kentucky 30,490,352 118,755,670 39,775,000 189,021,022 825,795 228.90 55,662 041% 28
California 797,841,026 1,144,495,856 426,350,000 2,368,686,882 7,433,124 318.67 78,105 0.41% 29
Washington 144,488,448 241,798,247 78,099,000 464,385,695 1,403,734 330.82 82,454 0.40% @ 30
Connecticut 41,484,838 112,391,304 45,892,000 199,768,142 575,905 346.88 87,291 0.40% 31
Missouri 31,460,081 161,706,257 69,752,000 262,918,338 1,119,181 234.92 60,597 0.39% | 32
New Hampshire 12,281,972 34,877,154 18,222,000 65,381,126 209,213 312,51 86,900 0.36% | 33
Michigan 27,829,091 292,446,589 88,159,000 408,434,680 1,776,567 229.90 64,119 0.36% 34
Arkansas 2,659,737 74,555,464 30,686,000 107,901,201 578,546 186.50 54,539 0.34% @ 35
Colorado 12,497,865 182,032,655 59,476,000 254,006,520 1,050,429 241.81 72,499 0.33% 36
South Dakota 802,914 23,032,591 15,490,000 39,325,505 184,724 212.89 64,255 0.33% 37
Nevada 21,966,035 75,758,100 34,388,000 132,112,135 574,503 229.96 70,906 0.32% 38
Wyoming 2,882,598 14,392,277 6,298,000 23,572,875 112,250 210.00 65,134 0.32% @ 39
Virginia 38,526,585 241,408,299 121,505,000 401,439,884 1,555,671 258.05 81,313 0.32% @ 40
Texas 0 940,399,247 359,791,000 1,300,190,247 6,102,295 213.07 67,444 0.32% @ 41
North Dakota 1,116,895 20,231,683 12,677,000 34,025,578 155,266 219.14 70,031 0.31% 42
Idaho 14,348,066 42,079,085 16,517,000 72,944,151 374,966 194.54 65,988 0.29% @ 43
Maryland 6,467,599 190,262,865 107,556,000 304,286,464 1,108,678 274.46 95,572 0.29% @ 44
Oregon 11,950,669 99,389,266 40,665,000 152,004,935 717,681 211.80 74,413 0.28% @ 45
South Carolina 4,085,269 91,771,717 66,407,000 162,263,986 923,600 175.69 62,028 0.28% @46
Hawaii 11,971,630 32,177,647 15,299,000 59,448,277 251,023 236.82 88,006 0.27% @ 47
Tennessee 0 115,145,534 73,825,000 188,970,534 1,269,125 148.90 56,627 0.26% @ 48
Kansas 6,673,024 62,185,793 33,975,000 102,833,817 585,483 175.64 73,151 0.24% @ 49
Utah 33,044,497 97,365,525 22,285,000 152,695,022 777,207 196.47 84,523 0.23% @ 50
Arizona 0 149,697,571 67,015,000 216,712,571 1,329,525 163.00 70,674 0.23% 51
uU.s. $5,105,297,958 $10,340,647,666 $3,842,663,000 $19,282,568,624 60,398,183 $319.26 $68,703 0.46%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child Care (CCDF) and Office of Family Assistance (TANF), U.S.
Department of Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, and RegionTrack calculations
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Alternative “Child Care” Arrangements
(Public Preschool)

The availability of other publicly funded early childhood
options (i.e., not intended as child care) may influence the
demand for paid child care within a given state. In many
states, the primary alternative
to paid care for 3- and 4-year-
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Nationally, 30.4% of all 3- and 4-year-olds are reported as
enrolled in preschool in fiscal year 2020 (Figure 29). The
number of children in preschool increased steadily from a
recent low of 2.21 million in 2013 to 2.45 million in 2019
but posted a slight decrease in 2020.The share varied wide-
ly across the states in 2020, from 10.5% in Idaho to 74.7%

in Vermont (Figure 30).2° The

78.5% share in the District of

olds is preschool. Nationa//y, 30.4% Of all Columbia exceeded the share

Because greater availability of

in all 50 states. Along with

3-and 4'y ear-olds are r epor ted Vermont, five additional states

public preschool options in a as enrolled in preschool in have shares well above the

state implicitly provides a fully

30.4% national share. These

subsidized option for care, the fiscal year 2020. include Oklahoma (49.8%),

share of children in preschool is
expected to be inversely related
to the use of paid care. Preschool attendance is expected to
influence the share of children ages 4 and under in paid care
rather than school age children.

We define the availability of preschool as the share of all
children ages 3 and 4 in preschool as a share of all children
ages 3 and 4 based on data collected annually by the Na-
tional Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER). The
estimates capture all 3- and 4-year-olds in publicly funded
preschool programs, including those enrolled in Head Start
and Special Education programs. Population numbers are
derived by NIEER from Census Bureau estimates.

Wisconsin  (46.3%), Florida

(44.3%), Iowa (40.8%), and
West Virginia (40.4%). Preschool attendance in these states
is expected to produce the greatest pressure on the share of
children in paid child care. The growing trend across most
states suggests that preschool may be displacing an increas-
ingly important share of paid child care over time, although
the impact on the child care market could be mitigated with
mixed-delivery models where costs shift from parents to
public funding sources (e.g., preschool funding contracts
with child care programs).

Figure 29. Share of 3- and 4-Year-Olds in Public Preschool
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Source: National Institute for Early Education Research State Preschool Yearbook (various issues available online at https://nieer.org/state-preschool-yearbooks/
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Figure 30. Share of 3- and 4-Year-Olds in Public Preschool (2020)

Number Enrolled in Preschool Numbers of 3- and 4-year-olds Share in Preschool

State 3-Year-Olds  4-Year-Olds Total 3-Year-Olds  4-Year-Olds Total 3-Year-Olds 4-Year- Olds Total
Alabama 6,099 25,786 31,885 59,799 60,294 120,093 10.2% 42.8% 26.6%
Alaska 1,780 2,951 4,731 10,509 10,395 20,904 16.9% 28.4% 22.6%
Arizona 10,462 15,492 25,954 88,192 90,876 179,068 11.9% 17.0% 14.5%
Arkansas 11,384 18,548 29,932 38,610 38,921 77,531 29.5% 47.7% 38.6%
California 106,390 226,795 333,185 485,894 495,198 981,092 21.9% 45.8% 34.0%
Colorado 12,705 24,708 37,413 67,828 68,647 136,475 18.7% 36.0% 27.4%
Connecticut 9,139 12,489 21,628 37,139 38,058 75,197 24.6% 32.8% 28.8%
Delaware 1,703 2,428 4,131 11,239 11,130 22,369 15.2% 21.8% 18.5%
Dist. of Columbia 6,435 7,356 13,791 8,811 8,757 17,568 73.0% 84.0% 78.5%
Florida 21,952 184,063 206,015 232,381 232,749 465,130 9.4% 79.1% 44.3%
Georgia 14,004 85,747 99,751 133,384 135,631 269,015 10.5% 63.2% 37.1%
Hawaii 1,734 2,712 4,446 17,402 17,256 34,658 10.0% 15.7% 12.8%
Idaho 2,006 3,092 5,098 24,024 24,646 48,670 8.3% 12.5% 10.5%
lllinois 44,081 64,769 108,850 153,181 154,590 307,771 28.8% 41.9% 35.4%
Indiana 9,040 11,560 20,600 85,579 86,832 172,411 10.6% 13.3% 11.9%
lowa 4,006 28,848 32,854 40,104 40,510 80,614 10.0% 71.2% 40.8%
Kansas 6,209 17,167 23,376 38,289 38,359 76,648 16.2% 44.8% 30.5%
Kentucky 11,960 22,543 34,503 55,204 55,676 110,880 21.7% 40.5% 31.1%
Louisiana 11,085 27,940 39,025 61,801 61,653 123,454 17.9% 45.3% 31.6%
Maine 1,395 6,284 7,679 13,104 13,332 26,436 10.6% 47.1% 29.0%
Maryland 9,998 35,314 45,312 73,738 74,306 148,044 13.6% 47.5% 30.6%
Massachusetts 15,976 24,289 40,265 71,913 72,539 144,452 22.2% 33.5% 27.9%
Michigan 16,005 43,905 59,910 115,735 116,909 232,644 13.8% 37.6% 25.8%
Minnesota 8,430 17,520 25,950 71,994 72,717 144,711 11.7% 24.1% 17.9%
Mississippi 9,841 13,129 22,970 37,210 37,547 74,757 26.4% 35.0% 30.7%
Missouri 9,519 15,774 25,293 75,166 75,682 150,848 12.7% 20.8% 16.8%
Montana 1,690 2,269 3,959 12,659 12,952 25,611 13.4% 17.5% 15.5%
Nebraska 5,096 9,993 15,089 26,675 27,231 53,906 19.1% 36.7% 28.0%
Nevada 3,050 6,321 9,371 38,009 38,727 76,736 8.0% 16.3% 12.2%
New Hampshire 1,580 1,850 3,430 13,065 13,351 26,416 12.1% 13.9% 13.0%
New Jersey 31,107 43,094 74,201 105,051 105,214 210,265 29.6% 41.0% 35.3%
New Mexico 5,953 14,046 19,999 25,030 25,659 50,689 23.8% 54.7% 39.5%
New York 40,299 137,252 177,551 226,638 227,337 453,975 17.8% 60.4% 39.1%
North Carolina 10,976 39,938 50,914 123,961 124,677 248,638 8.9% 32.0% 20.5%
North Dakota 1,409 2,749 4,158 10,984 11,033 22,017 12.8% 24.9% 18.9%
Ohio 19,773 37,080 56,853 140,961 142,081 283,042 14.0% 26.1% 20.1%
Oklahoma 10,573 42,308 52,881 52,914 53,255 106,169 20.0% 79.4% 49.8%
Oregon 8,956 11,875 20,831 47,146 47,865 95,011 19.0% 24.8% 21.9%
Pennsylvania 33,049 54,751 87,800 142,257 144,000 286,257 23.2% 38.0% 30.7%
Rhode Island 1,604 3,261 4,865 11,166 11,131 22,297 14.4% 29.3% 21.8%
South Carolina 7,906 32,454 40,360 59,703 61,046 120,749 13.2% 53.2% 33.4%
South Dakota 2,219 2,789 5,008 12,376 12,394 24,770 17.9% 22.5% 20.2%
Tennessee 9,097 26,249 35,346 82,894 83,521 166,415 11.0% 31.4% 21.2%
Texas 72,561 231,441 304,002 411,922 418,006 829,928 17.6% 55.4% 36.6%
Utah 5,152 7,740 12,892 50,616 51,239 101,855 10.2% 15.1% 12.7%
Vermont 3,855 5,100 8,955 5,935 6,049 11,984 65.0% 84.3% 74.7%
Virginia 9,608 28,771 38,379 102,904 103,441 206,345 9.3% 27.8% 18.6%
Washington 13,404 18,901 32,305 93,588 94,348 187,936 14.3% 20.0% 17.2%
West Virginia 2,225 13,391 15,616 19,022 19,650 38,672 11.7% 68.1% 40.4%
Wisconsin 9,388 53,775 63,163 67,711 68,572 136,283 13.9% 78.4% 46.3%
Wyoming 1,387 1,821 3,208 7,248 7,334 14,582 19.1% 24.8% 22.0%
u.s. 675,258 1,770,428 2,445,686 3,998,665 4,043,323 8,041,988 16.9% 43.8% 30.4%
Source: National Institute for Early Education Research State Preschool Yearbook (2020 issue available online at https://nieer.org/state-preschool-yearbooks/past-reports)
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Figure 31. Child Care Market Characteristics and Rankings

Share of Children Child Care Expenditures Subsidies and Share of
Ages 0-4 per Child (0-14) Offsets as a Share of 3- and 4-Year-Olds

State In Paid Child Care  Rank as a Share of Income Rank Income Rank  in Public Preschool  Rank
Alabama 30.9% 23 2.4% 46 0.44% 22 26.6% 28
Alaska 16.8% 48 4.7% 6 0.48% 18 22.6% 30
Arizona 28.8% 29 1.9% 51 0.23% 51 14.5% 45
Arkansas 25.2% 38 3.0% 35 0.34% 35 38.6% 10
California 23.8% 42 3.0% 35 0.41% 29 34.0% 15
Colorado 27.7% 31 2.3% 48 0.33% 36 27.4% 27
Connecticut 39.3% 10 3.1% 32 0.40% 31 28.8% 24
Delaware 24.1% 40 3.1% 32 0.97% 1 18.5% 40
Dist. of Columbia 45.7% 5 3.6% 21 0.89% 3 78.5% 1
Florida 26.2% 36 3.2% 30 0.53% 16 44.3% 5
Georgia 34.7% 15 3.0% 35 0.42% 27 37.1% 11
Hawaii 14.0% 49 2.1% 50 0.27% 47 12.8% 47
Idaho 19.3% 47 4.7% 6 0.29% 43 10.5% 51
lllinois 32.3% 21 3.3% 26 0.67% 10 35.4% 13
Indiana 28.0% 30 4.6% 8 0.47% 20 11.9% 50
lowa 38.9% 12 4.0% 14 0.51% 17 40.8% 6
Kansas 30.0% 25 4.1% 13 0.24% 49 30.5% 22
Kentucky 22.3% 43 3.8% 17 0.41% 28 31.1% 18
Louisiana 29.3% 28 4.4% 10 0.44% 24 31.6% 17
Maine 51.4% 1 2.7% 43 0.59% 12 29.0% 23
Maryland 33.4% 18 6.3% 1 0.29% 44 30.6% 21
Massachusetts 36.3% 13 3.3% 26 0.75% 5 27.9% 26
Michigan 33.7% 17 3.6% 21 0.36% 34 25.8% 29
Minnesota 39.5% 9 2.9% 39 0.54% 15 17.9% 41
Mississippi 24.0% 41 3.8% 17 0.58% 13 30.7% 19
Missouri 39.0% 11 3.3% 26 0.39% 32 16.8% 43
Montana 24.1% 39 6.1% 2 0.43% 26 15.5% 44
Nebraska 47.0% 3 3.3% 26 0.44% 23 28.0% 25
Nevada 31.0% 22 2.3% 48 0.32% 38 12.2% 49
New Hampshire 46.5% 4 4.6% 8 0.36% 33 13.0% 46
New Jersey 32.9% 20 2.7% 43 0.46% 21 35.3% 14
New Mexico 13.7% 50 2.4% 46 0.74% 6 39.5% 8
New York 33.9% 16 3.5% 24 0.70% 8 39.1% 9
North Carolina 21.4% 44 4.4% 10 0.56% 14 20.5% 35
North Dakota 47.2% 2 4.4% 10 0.31% 42 18.9% 38
Ohio 29.6% 27 3.1% 32 0.62% 11 20.1% 37
Oklahoma 20.3% 45 3.6% 21 0.43% 25 49.8% 3
Oregon 39.7% 8 4.8% 4 0.28% 45 21.9% 32
Pennsylvania 26.1% 37 3.9% 15 0.73% 7 30.7% 20
Rhode Island 35.3% 14 4.8% 4 0.75% 4 21.8% 33
South Carolina 26.7% 34 3.7% 20 0.28% 46 33.4% 16
South Dakota 40.5% 7 3.0% 35 0.33% 37 20.2% 36
Tennessee 26.7% 33 2.9% 39 0.26% 48 21.2% 34
Texas 27.2% 32 3.8% 17 0.32% 41 36.6% 12
Utah 19.9% 46 2.5% 45 0.23% 50 12.7% 48
Vermont 29.8% 26 4.9% 3 0.95% 2 74.7% 2
Virginia 41.1% 6 3.2% 30 0.32% 40 18.6% 39
Washington 30.5% 24 2.9% 39 0.40% 30 17.2% 42
West Virginia 12.0% 51 3.9% 15 0.47% 19 40.4%
Wisconsin 32.9% 19 2.8% 42 0.68% 9 46.3%
Wyoming 26.5% 35 3.4% 25 0.32% 39 22.0% 31
United States 29.4% 3.4% 0.46% 30.4%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child Care (CCDF) and Office of
Family Assistance (TANF), U.S. Department of Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, and RegionTrack calculations
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This report is the first of a four-part
series related to use of paid child
care and labor force participation
of mothers.

This first report in the series details who uses paid child
care, what percent of household income is spent on child
care for those families who pay for it, and what characteris-
tics are associated with families who pay for child care (e.g.,
maternal labor force participation, reported expenditures
for child care, household income, level of education, and age
of children in paid care) across states.

More detailed tables, figures, bar charts, and state informa-
tion can be found on CED’s web site at www.ced.org. The
data can be filtered by year, variable (such as labor force
participation rate of mothers with young children or chil-
dren age 0-14), and by state.

The second report in the series will review the labor force
participation of mothers in greater detail (across income,
race, and major occupations). A third report will explore
economic growth associated with increasing levels of ma-
ternal labor force participation and access to paid child care.
The final report in the series will provide a data primer for
those interested in learning more about Current Population
Survey data utilization.
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Appendix

Figure A1. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)

Figure A2. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)

Figure A3. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)

Figure A4. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)
Figure A5. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)
Figure A6. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)
Figure A7. Total Child Care Expenditures by State

Figure A8. Total Child Care Expenditures per Family by State

Figure A9. Child Care Expenditures as Share of Household Income

Figure A10. Average Household Income of Children in Paid Care

61



THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF PAID CHILD CARE IN THE U.S.

Figure Al. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

2000

166,786
29,107
182,263
96,658
1,283,584
158,752
153,863
32,134
14,023
586,520
314,341
40,826
57,309
424,579
275,528
142,917
112,757
156,569
198,031
56,568
242,994
164,982
420,885
232,997
131,008
257,664
44,211
85,852
75,171
57,335
278,625
53,851
607,775
329,933
29,226
438,960
113,892
128,783
412,259
35,665
153,857
30,848
286,232
853,315
87,456
28,019
344,433
283,358
52,982
242,649
21,057

2001
151,276
32,756
189,226
90,293
1,282,796
192,590
116,574
25,899
20,291
580,859
378,404
34,463
47,840
478,790
211,715
157,562
120,188
144,842
133,468
48,520
214,406
147,646
366,437
222,539
133,898
235,166
38,790
85,390
86,617
46,473
267,967
72,173
480,292
337,236
24,320
382,194
114,994
147,134
403,285
34,355
199,564
33,848
190,636
838,377
104,112
23,641
299,390
196,420
43,235
235,424
21,496

2002
167,973
30,503
190,530
90,986
1,216,588
137,547
103,742
26,623
21,137
525,288
281,361
45,421
44,124
422,674
189,080
109,921
124,898
142,676
150,558
35,848
260,344
186,043
363,287
210,735
134,589
299,217
37,111
79,779
65,946
46,586
258,341
57,381
497,450
354,420
25,669
428,539
103,062
130,174
350,219
26,289
147,043
32,255
245,546
768,319
79,008
21,147
316,975
239,990
42,641
243,667
19,657

11,009,386 10,465,807 10,128,906

2003
139,078
25,857
216,261
113,908
1,095,131
144,115
115,198
31,240
15,539
576,433
255,433
40,657
49,970
392,043
222,780
134,373
126,393
117,522
134,575
36,294
197,579
152,863
360,320
244,579
110,340
232,426
26,288
95,595
77,522
42,060
228,527
56,045
390,777
283,290
22,691
348,684
108,438
107,915
393,377
29,358
157,559
35,714
214,863
868,044
92,708
22,730
287,490
231,137
45,165
197,816
19,419
9,664,121

2004
128,398
33,877
150,970
106,544
1,038,748
190,320
134,413
22,646
14,582
593,304
285,609
39,157
49,016
411,147
201,496
129,692
124,128
112,737
185,218
44,357
215,170
152,001
345,315
231,008
104,633
222,047
35,301
81,730
85,242
54,574
225,495
59,278
463,387
293,622
29,149
382,915
119,524
99,695
306,382
25,273
144,820
35,109
203,179
792,737
68,497
25,740
327,642
234,406
36,344
203,397
17,155
9,617,127

2005
92,897
27,372

187,714
85,577

1,079,200
149,324
126,888
22,585
18,573
551,026
322,193
36,957
43,578
447,790
166,498
118,207
110,094
117,568
163,562
36,704
260,324
156,477
295,309
250,135
75,205
200,913
20,274
74,551
63,576
51,731
313,041
54,372
444,889
310,771

35,535
394,797
117,450
115,323
377,478

27,512

129,876

43,320
201,747
779,875

87,816

30,408
352,256

229,084
48,269

185,321
15,343

9,647,288 11,428,820 11,626,832 11,591,938 10,297,718 11,631,820

2006

162,059
29,040
147,255
98,640
1,239,379
195,288
171,471
28,930
23,427
565,286
406,425
36,034
50,482
461,523
208,773
146,413
142,875
176,130
161,951
66,809
273,652
211,887
395,079
291,085
129,786
243,596
38,501
107,748
98,998
58,454
254,208
57,717
618,392
393,117
40,179
527,300
101,293
136,741
441,735
34,859
166,220
52,623
271,419
958,750
93,038
29,259
264,046
295,996
59,981
247,749
17,223

2007

178,322
29,888
191,064
113,937
1,221,697
228,680
137,982
32,232
16,301
621,620
427,230
40,192
51,418
506,155
195,522
175,954
141,811
146,929
158,379
65,261
237,763
213,466
397,369
278,833
137,099
213,753
37,210
91,761
105,120
51,151
311,232
59,946
543,553
387,851
37,794
501,875
126,075
165,926
472,528
34,343
183,151
48,541
237,004
1,041,375
93,463
32,103
312,263
279,511
47,632
243,203
23,367

2008
169,493
29,436
178,767
98,875
1,331,158
250,908
161,967
43,535
24,264
532,473
412,755
29,612
49,999
444,150
254,018
148,495
142,509
145,099
178,904
54,463
275,973
214,256
415,894
274,217
94,864
272,993
34,023
93,823
86,604
51,945
333,505
81,333
678,377
347,467
37,436
508,317
133,462
159,272
451,250
34,724
171,494
52,092
197,514
942,922
73,094
30,141
304,057
272,150
55,201
211,382
21,277

2009
104,418
28,174
195,596
82,700
1,223,302
170,581
134,619
29,769
16,388
495,054
375,357
40,716
55,129
461,857
181,934
131,430
107,665
141,414
189,716
46,970
259,516
218,744
278,259
239,725
76,212
219,414
30,534
80,761
86,146
40,520
266,496
67,768
503,805
326,460
37,023
341,332
147,395
131,449
377,138
29,870
198,053
46,729
260,629
858,717
74,487
29,152
303,984
265,394
36,937
227,087
25,194

2010
131,373
28,474
167,662
115,273
1,261,960
243,102
157,129
30,577
27,138
614,963
402,774
33,396
47,022
475,344
261,212
167,997
140,918
160,289
201,544
54,042
236,914
258,559
391,332
285,912
107,700
255,920
39,458
116,842
96,621
49,286
324,995
43,273
570,729
361,747
37,867
492,518
120,877
161,748
414,911
36,996
134,320
62,114
260,892
1,046,409
95,886
31,131
288,306
269,246
45,744
254,224
17,156
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Figure Al. (Cont) Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

2011
191,923
34,790
192,103
91,523
1,241,945
187,175
140,419
30,493
29,297
620,640
345,220
30,283
55,227
450,658
198,931
178,535
148,370
170,306
115,845
60,336
276,308
268,290
351,710
329,757
131,226
216,875
37,053
115,977
98,510
54,461
216,448
56,761
567,440
461,667
37,602
463,143
137,534
184,777
418,681
34,564
140,365
44,964
257,676
923,506
81,737
29,446
364,466
265,714
41,838
257,483
28,307
11,408,306

2012
169,325
23,013
234,164
87,722
1,211,697
207,405
154,629
30,573
22,286
617,581
394,881
36,721
46,395
467,000
258,476
147,406
127,482
130,433
148,947
52,905
302,385
284,222
397,950
334,015
119,564
284,677
34,062
100,250
89,866
48,196
387,179
48,253
627,687
419,101
38,669
496,932
112,663
181,159
461,661
37,091
129,079
55,087
189,982
1,145,908
85,642
26,769
338,357
313,019
38,493
291,646
24,373
12,012,980

2013
135,255
26,780
156,123
91,075
1,413,444
222,616
140,734
30,119
20,758
613,061
420,057
42,416
69,320
522,671
256,154
169,948
113,027
128,166
149,354
49,206
265,443
285,888
394,139
363,346
114,289
277,281
27,452
140,482
78,080
53,253
289,467
32,261
677,503
372,224
48,572
447,927
119,559
168,645
367,769
42,622
142,449
49,838
209,743
1,012,662
85,017
26,854
398,437
313,426
39,359
247,823
24,985
11,887,079

2014
179,027
29,672
221,919
105,019
1,372,801
204,431
142,991
40,002
22,322
537,465
306,049
33,287
56,770
538,908
262,687
157,440
122,780
132,709
158,399
46,562
268,625
288,275
324,202
325,491
89,991
232,585
36,340
104,477
96,395
55,473
327,187
51,397
608,137
370,607
45,357
463,361
103,156
181,700
444,058
39,809
212,601
51,447
298,710
949,266
93,300
33,153
379,898
291,873
35,701
254,703
25,503
11,754,019

2015
222,225
41,660
176,792
103,942
1,395,537
196,293
133,038
32,695
29,526
632,997
381,158
22,737
60,179
439,728
319,828
147,812
119,865
123,070
210,274
46,318
367,948
281,713
330,378
340,481
102,411
312,684
39,950
99,214
81,328
48,825
354,623
62,046
708,507
379,452
47,349
431,476
129,821
117,791
503,091
35,896
210,676
53,749
230,914
1,119,105
87,643
32,508
316,922
275,852
35,686
256,400
24,430
12,254,547

2016
164,308
29,116
255,339
102,338
1,352,227
280,201
141,854
37,713
34,616
630,575
385,748
24,618
65,703
524,059
287,093
177,195
168,265
137,439
174,715
47,774
303,019
249,469
315,848
336,213
78,777
237,273
35,050
105,509
88,652
57,830
373,274
43,352
822,687
408,252
43,075
440,065
117,176
144,316
553,954
28,134
143,736
52,595
264,196
1,062,286
101,989
25,746
332,480
249,954
38,656
268,997
22,756
12,366,212

2017
144,797
18,417
209,591
80,752
1,380,335
216,893
173,720
44,746
36,344
616,974
354,101
35,316
53,553
498,154
239,214
150,766
136,816
141,601
151,540
50,145
355,746
266,867
332,352
308,934
76,423
260,365
36,752
151,826
90,890
55,230
246,511
56,621
639,310
343,841
29,678
496,090
101,941
154,310
499,398
35,953
135,546
45,594
205,557
1,009,297
80,496
27,240
430,603
230,976
33,769
231,848
19,955
11,723,692

2018
132,628
17,457
326,763
109,826
1,343,798
245,958
138,223
42,451
34,501
693,498
344,281
32,691
47,217
545,574
228,163
135,938
131,699
130,932
212,620
54,264
279,507
289,915
460,256
344,358
93,120
205,560
31,095
113,226
112,282
60,712
322,827
46,931
658,776
401,654
38,145
415,055
98,094
180,458
466,155
34,191
188,081
56,690
200,094
1,033,604
106,803
24,133
329,124
291,464
32,753
295,161
23,111
12,181,819

2019
178,111
15,448
269,048
104,176
1,308,526
228,392
186,834
25,124
38,989
666,152
397,548
33,138
54,289
477,825
286,440
164,202
132,850
123,842
168,419
69,215
248,026
287,912
396,506
248,497
88,448
282,671
31,474
119,241
107,781
73,394
375,353
39,509
756,927
295,315
49,192
433,288
109,460
200,684
395,731
45,738
208,884
54,064
211,734
1,101,829
73,323
20,455
447,058
376,318
19,444
241,801
21,409
12,290,034

2020
156,773
16,959
224,188
80,448
1,082,533
130,392
113,633
28,708
31,048
483,308
221,671
29,209
43,848
475,548
257,864
144,697
113,857
104,306
150,487
34,542
238,575
233,767
283,875
255,490
66,781
233,414
34,988
109,921
57,266
52,004
230,358
14,404
524,848
292,947
37,514
314,220
94,914
136,634
472,845
43,688
134,566
39,167
149,191
991,729
53,251
27,553
415,265
320,042
41,998
179,411
20,554
10,025,200

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A2. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)

64

State 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Alabama 89,334 78,375 84,403 82,903 47,752 46,904 80,816 96,283 82,157 59,974 55,054
Alaska 16,185 15,570 14,010 11,695 15,711 13,369 9,773 13,177 13,773 10,520 10,860
Arizona 77,575 95,408 85,097 93,054 67,688 83,321 42,795 99,609 90,245 91,513 83,992
Arkansas 53,382 52,024 44,561 62,831 55,774 39,187 45,620 61,284 41,553 38,298 68,194
California 586,443 556,597 520,593 470,021 439,816 443,391 495,399 545,347 594,338 557,239 539,467
Colorado 64,210 69,104 67,201 74,711 91,501 79,349 94,249 88,897 107,901 71,102 101,192
Connecticut 59,877 49,100 38,274 45,851 54,101 63,268 70,742 49,515 73,843 59,791 71,545
Delaware 14,328 11,614 9,871 18,382 13,159 12,618 12,952 17,963 22,349 12,305 13,884
Dist. of Columbia 8,112 9,990 12,453 7,921 7,803 7,915 11,741 9,734 12,334 8,241 13,339
Florida 307,263 273,789 247,665 255,781 237,007 273,291 266,060 287,557 238,393 222,245 260,671
Georgia 180,943 180,511 155,636 148,161 146,549 144,428 239,431 202,553 192,843 179,454 183,155
Hawaii 20,879 17,642 21,581 17,042 14,312 17,219 19,082 15,719 15,213 16,330 14,997
Idaho 30,538 21,874 18,160 24,106 25,823 24,391 23,500 28,352 22,588 24,619 22,729
lllinois 220,130 205,718 190,931 205,911 202,276 218,980 227,500 243,258 242,834 195,243 207,238
Indiana 109,840 89,830 76,461 102,740 110,310 80,670 118,596 102,087 100,229 86,547 126,278
lowa 73,214 80,387 58,845 70,198 65,039 69,628 66,831 84,068 73,814 65,469 90,971
Kansas 56,234 56,241 61,273 59,194 57,993 60,947 66,547 70,145 68,522 48,765 67,829
Kentucky 88,145 78,493 72,312 59,235 53,232 51,738 77,695 43,657 69,398 60,107 81,262
Louisiana 109,802 67,488 78,135 68,328 105,813 110,436 74,073 74,531 88,763 112,905 110,834
Maine 21,296 17,833 15,211 16,277 18,681 19,335 29,511 31,210 25,357 19,255 21,399
Maryland 101,077 99,854 121,052 100,280 94,808 113,373 124,899 100,406 129,094 116,128 94,773
Massachusetts 74,784 79,018 75,139 67,486 63,087 71,253 94,922 96,035 100,481 80,384 117,575
Michigan 182,087 177,554 185,171 158,135 154,017 137,491 146,158 160,018 174,721 115,121 186,705
Minnesota 101,054 111,422 115,057 111,281 102,642 105,830 141,689 133,441 143,167 112,773 144,109
Mississippi 76,683 72,707 73,908 70,332 45,763 39,130 86,533 77,377 50,693 41,952 58,887
Missouri 114,118 121,749 124,259 101,473 112,661 113,849 119,570 110,108 123,750 106,237 123,966
Montana 22,088 21,049 19,374 12,121 22,148 12,059 20,734 19,721 21,690 14,591 19,299
Nebraska 43,245 46,191 39,358 42,932 40,467 35,511 53,733 49,446 52,217 50,804 62,801
Nevada 37,769 37,087 25,349 30,787 37,626 26,289 44,975 44,175 40,479 42,835 40,305
New Hampshire 23,796 18,191 19,792 15,373 23,940 20,495 26,341 18,090 23,637 18,990 24,971
New Jersey 126,185 111,490 121,435 103,034 99,930 138,356 108,519 148,366 121,803 103,980 142,273
New Mexico 21,029 28,165 31,290 28,077 29,956 24,954 24,460 26,039 41,996 23,783 28,722
New York 296,048 248,777 233,856 224,345 187,519 181,679 311,625 259,125 329,123 248,662 243,557
North Carolina 158,649 176,611 170,540 151,206 131,019 147,601 218,184 178,626 178,881 151,040 171,632
North Dakota 12,777 13,792 12,477 11,332 17,842 20,133 20,076 18,268 20,795 21,460 20,033
Ohio 186,559 165,918 189,313 153,119 186,747 230,048 226,001 223,756 220,908 129,014 215,606
Oklahoma 44,302 54,117 56,660 52,045 60,663 58,004 49,135 65,825 77,577 81,979 56,493
Oregon 58,475 69,432 58,415 45,248 29,508 47,676 63,752 78,224 76,915 43,713 59,955
Pennsylvania 168,801 166,209 132,053 157,702 160,965 190,608 202,554 217,223 226,998 179,925 175,824
Rhode Island 13,320 15,300 11,051 14,837 10,444 12,810 16,802 21,002 19,135 13,372 15,758
South Carolina 68,763 88,997 59,074 85,676 77,515 86,358 74,499 101,510 101,660 104,985 75,964
South Dakota 18,044 17,515 16,817 20,823 19,067 25,745 28,971 22,946 26,661 25,020 34,828
Tennessee 119,871 99,564 103,630 115,746 99,035 115,858 124,402 110,322 91,620 133,436 119,102
Texas 461,041 448,755 409,465 460,102 397,243 405,290 511,411 532,379 488,092 403,322 495,176
Utah 44,611 55,145 41,765 50,271 33,904 50,676 49,137 49,243 46,617 36,530 40,118
Vermont 11,005 12,358 9,367 10,097 10,740 13,012 9,432 14,367 13,871 12,322 14,946
Virginia 157,008 149,350 156,322 134,666 175,994 202,242 135,702 169,634 132,243 123,798 129,707
Washington 124,629 82,357 92,290 99,174 100,458 97,571 127,525 139,702 119,761 135,165 114,963
West Virginia 24,332 20,866 25,226 21,018 17,222 19,762 36,861 22,041 21,817 15,582 18,502
Wisconsin 116,039 128,498 135,537 101,330 101,642 100,525 113,061 120,235 105,993 108,468 113,582
Wyoming 10,408 11,313 9,257 9,252 7,558 9,787 9,315 11,103 10,843 12,160 7,663
u.s. 5,206,327 4,976,940 4,746,971 4,653,641 4,482,470 4,714,359 5,393,891 5,503,695 5,509,683 4,747,451 5,312,686
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Figure A2. (Cont) Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
us.

2011
86,662
11,615
81,359
55,150
489,711
90,579
72,500
17,062
15,903
244,785
158,080
12,675
27,277
204,160
77,477
80,167
71,164
98,269
60,993
24,436
119,459
151,449
167,477
148,970
58,747
94,136
16,648
54,287
48,357
25,227
90,175
22,346
281,021
207,476
18,880
195,756
72,964
68,774
195,883
14,358
69,880
22,122
126,307
426,617
32,124
12,898
161,974
117,098
21,568
118,376
13,437
5,154,818

2012
73,784
12,446
113,246
52,614
553,741
98,659
67,195
13,947
10,132
280,917
190,639
17,623
20,935
224,358
98,735
67,217
65,629
64,112
68,437
27,304
138,137
137,028
147,771
175,098
45,609
157,708
13,773
54,623
48,467
18,054
191,009
25,300
302,112
172,580
20,131
236,346
48,683
70,936
195,577
12,695
60,482
24,604
93,123
582,908
30,327
11,646
170,929
140,069
24,008
139,983
12,094
5,623,479

2013
55,616
14,327
57,394
35,932
518,943
119,850
72,786
13,118
11,899
289,139
163,292
18,075
25,193
221,561
94,822
73,650
65,796
74,881
88,448
18,690
114,382
111,392
153,876
179,778
56,753
130,759
11,069
69,034
41,703
22,946
94,140
14,283
315,006
150,213
22,200
240,691
73,149
75,718
147,757
18,415
83,469
30,452
81,054
524,156
35,145
11,895
196,871
154,407
23,773
123,288
14,411
5,355,594

2014
71,384
11,489
115,298
55,815
534,785
83,608
54,503
18,982
11,574
248,045
141,979
18,415
26,352
243,133
146,051
62,121
69,782
64,730
86,311
18,131
139,217
130,489
144,001
162,571
46,564
117,328
12,621
58,256
45,951
21,492
129,058
26,574
219,862
153,680
23,599
224,161
40,445
82,003
223,597
16,379
81,547
27,469
141,820
455,114
44,524
13,347
159,338
120,844
20,038
114,504
14,042
5,292,926

2015
102,664
21,838
69,951
46,393
534,521
117,164
61,238
19,632
17,435
220,158
196,672
9,693
27,890
182,878
130,776
62,403
57,577
69,024
109,315
18,525
136,393
107,043
164,327
159,583
57,852
155,367
19,112
39,208
38,083
18,824
155,964
32,686
306,502
200,052
23,129
159,287
53,288
55,866
195,954
13,079
90,796
32,036
144,499
544,141
51,456
14,581
134,730
91,979
15,525
150,918
13,654
5,451,662

2016
86,224
13,302
124,746
46,560
574,195
118,027
63,906
16,872
20,099
283,081
173,984
11,536
24,792
262,728
116,751
77,816
85,171
51,276
93,914
19,122
155,657
127,161
145,227
152,052
37,895
116,119
15,343
40,253
38,282
23,243
180,684
16,015
373,563
196,122
22,134
170,247
52,315
62,560
255,031
11,801
48,529
26,120
128,748
512,752
39,670
9,352
132,288
100,207
16,799
133,033
13,587
5,616,891

2017
81,266
11,124
82,488
43,007
586,654
115,781
62,556
17,629
21,655
291,889
185,642
11,559
28,091
200,475
115,960
80,525
69,149
63,793
84,074
18,379
162,005
105,576
138,472
155,131
35,418
128,953
17,410
74,803
33,343
24,889
88,677
29,830
260,557
174,894
14,569
245,161
65,313
68,378
195,342
11,752
57,165
21,642
127,167
443,590
49,265
16,044
140,421
110,860
12,948
104,371
8,761
5,294,404

2018
63,405
9,169
121,136
54,431
602,946
94,522
75,932
15,914
18,181
294,930
187,744
11,510
24,988
252,531
139,041
84,223
72,172
65,854
103,273
21,912
132,538
133,137
202,245
155,341
56,406
102,587
14,979
42,888
44,466
22,734
161,461
26,026
323,874
165,248
20,341
151,150
54,722
90,674
183,205
12,763
66,056
30,797
106,821
502,513
44,438
10,457
178,044
150,738
17,823
121,644
12,125
5,652,058

2019
102,447
9,379
112,123
50,168
579,055
84,705
74,455
11,415
18,322
297,703
220,030
12,747
24,793
242,642
119,982
80,957
64,307
63,613
81,767
36,058
109,219
129,876
201,354
140,811
47,819
125,247
14,435
61,880
59,389
30,543
171,690
15,790
375,481
126,414
25,071
198,459
53,835
84,487
190,160
19,816
78,009
21,178
111,050
484,438
47,550
7,534
225,364
134,930
12,600
113,945
9,187
5,714,728

2020
91,774
7,192
99,401
35,126
467,527
54,410
46,056
16,358
11,941
211,020
131,233
12,699
21,238
254,962
127,463
88,795
71,207
56,909
74,120
8,037
124,728
103,180
143,697
140,168
34,714
97,399
17,243
60,489
24,024
28,492
76,959
6,391
236,492
127,052
18,603
152,330
61,868
59,455
216,372
15,433
57,089
22,645
67,031
458,840
18,598
10,190
210,259
168,028
17,004
93,139
12,364
4,767,743

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A3. Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)

66

State 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Alabama 77,452 72,901 83,570 56,175 80,646 45,993 81,243 82,040 87,336 44,444 76,319
Alaska 12,922 17,186 16,493 14,162 18,166 14,003 19,266 16,711 15,663 17,654 17,614
Arizona 104,688 93,818 105,433 123,207 83,282 104,393 104,460 91,455 88,522 104,082 83,670
Arkansas 43,276 38,269 46,425 51,077 50,770 46,390 53,020 52,653 57,322 44,402 47,079
California 697,141 726,200 695,995 625,110 598,932 635,809 743,980 676,350 736,820 666,063 722,493
Colorado 94,542 123,486 70,346 69,404 98,819 69,976 101,038 139,783 143,006 99,479 141,910
Connecticut 93,986 67,474 65,468 69,347 80,312 63,620 100,728 88,467 88,124 74,829 85,584
Delaware 17,805 14,285 16,752 12,858 9,487 9,966 15,977 14,269 21,187 17,464 16,693
Dist. of Columbia 5,911 10,301 8,684 7,618 6,779 10,658 11,686 6,567 11,930 8,147 13,799
Florida 279,257 307,070 277,623 320,652 356,296 277,735 299,226 334,063 294,080 272,809 354,292
Georgia 133,398 197,893 125,725 107,272 139,060 177,765 166,994 224,677 219,913 195,903 219,619
Hawaii 19,947 16,821 23,840 23,615 24,845 19,738 16,952 24,473 14,399 24,387 18,400
Idaho 26,771 25,966 25,965 25,863 23,193 19,187 26,982 23,065 27,411 30,510 24,292
lllinois 204,449 273,073 231,742 186,132 208,871 228,810 234,023 262,898 201,316 266,613 268,106
Indiana 165,688 121,885 112,620 120,040 91,185 85,828 90,178 93,434 153,789 95,386 134,934
lowa 69,703 77,176 51,076 64,175 64,653 48,580 79,583 91,886 74,681 65,961 77,027
Kansas 56,524 63,947 63,625 67,199 66,136 49,146 76,328 71,667 73,987 58,900 73,089
Kentucky 68,424 66,348 70,364 58,288 59,505 65,830 98,435 103,272 75,700 81,308 79,027
Louisiana 88,229 65,980 72,423 66,247 79,405 53,127 87,878 83,848 90,141 76,811 90,710
Maine 35,271 30,687 20,637 20,017 25,676 17,369 37,298 34,051 29,105 27,715 32,643
Maryland 141,916 114,552 139,292 97,299 120,362 146,951 148,752 137,357 146,879 143,387 142,141
Massachusetts 90,198 68,627 110,904 85,377 88,914 85,224 116,965 117,431 113,775 138,360 140,984
Michigan 238,797 188,883 178,116 202,186 191,298 157,818 248,921 237,351 241,173 163,138 204,626
Minnesota 131,943 111,117 95,678 133,299 128,366 144,305 149,396 145,392 131,050 126,952 141,803
Mississippi 54,325 61,191 60,681 40,008 58,871 36,075 43,253 59,722 44,171 34,260 48,813
Missouri 143,547 113,417 174,958 130,953 109,386 87,064 124,026 103,646 149,243 113,177 131,954
Montana 22,123 17,741 17,737 14,167 13,153 8,215 17,768 17,489 12,333 15,943 20,160
Nebraska 42,607 39,199 40,421 52,663 41,263 39,040 54,015 42,315 41,606 29,957 54,041
Nevada 37,402 49,530 40,597 46,734 47,616 37,288 54,023 60,945 46,125 43,311 56,315
New Hampshire 33,540 28,282 26,793 26,687 30,635 31,237 32,113 33,061 28,308 21,529 24,315
New Jersey 152,440 156,478 136,906 125,493 125,565 174,685 145,689 162,866 211,703 162,516 182,723
New Mexico 32,822 44,008 26,091 27,968 29,322 29,418 33,257 33,907 39,337 43,985 14,551
New York 311,726 231,514 263,594 166,431 275,868 263,210 306,767 284,428 349,254 255,143 327,171
North Carolina 171,284 160,625 183,881 132,084 162,603 163,170 174,933 209,225 168,586 175,421 190,115
North Dakota 16,449 10,528 13,191 11,359 11,307 15,403 20,103 19,526 16,641 15,564 17,834
Ohio 252,401 216,276 239,226 195,565 196,167 164,749 301,299 278,119 287,409 212,318 276,912
Oklahoma 69,591 60,877 46,402 56,393 58,861 59,446 52,158 60,250 55,886 65,416 64,383
Oregon 70,309 77,702 71,759 62,667 70,187 67,647 72,989 87,702 82,357 87,736 101,793
Pennsylvania 243,457 237,076 218,165 235,674 145,417 186,870 239,181 255,305 224,252 197,212 239,087
Rhode Island 22,345 19,055 15,238 14,521 14,829 14,702 18,057 13,340 15,589 16,498 21,238
South Carolina 85,094 110,567 87,969 71,883 67,305 43,518 91,721 81,641 69,834 93,068 58,356
South Dakota 12,804 16,333 15,439 14,891 16,042 17,575 23,652 25,595 25,430 21,709 27,286
Tennessee 166,362 91,071 141,917 99,118 104,144 85,889 147,017 126,683 105,894 127,192 141,790
Texas 392,274 389,623 358,854 407,942 395,495 374,585 447,339 508,996 454,830 455,395 551,232
Utah 42,845 48,966 37,243 42,436 34,593 37,140 43,900 44,221 26,477 37,957 55,768
Vermont 17,014 11,283 11,780 12,634 15,000 17,395 19,827 17,735 16,271 16,830 16,186
Virginia 187,426 150,040 160,653 152,824 151,649 150,014 128,344 142,629 171,814 180,186 158,599
Washington 158,729 114,063 147,700 131,963 133,948 131,513 168,471 139,809 152,388 130,229 154,283
West Virginia 28,650 22,369 17,415 24,148 19,122 28,507 23,120 25,591 33,383 21,355 27,242
Wisconsin 126,609 106,925 108,130 96,487 101,756 84,797 134,688 122,967 105,389 118,619 140,642
Wyoming 10,648 10,183 10,400 10,167 9,597 5,555 7,907 12,264 10,434 13,034 9,492
u.s. 5,803,059 5,488,868 5,381,936 5,010,480 5,134,656 4,932,929 6,034,929 6,123,137 6,082,254 5,550,267 6,319,133
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Figure A3. (Cont) Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
us.

2011
105,261
23,175
110,744
36,373
752,235
96,596
67,918
13,431
13,394
375,855
187,140
17,608
27,949
246,497
121,454
98,368
77,206
72,037
54,852
35,900
156,849
116,841
184,232
180,787
72,479
122,740
20,405
61,690
50,152
29,234
126,273
34,416
286,419
254,191
18,722
267,387
64,570
116,003
222,798
20,206
70,484
22,843
131,369
496,888
49,613
16,549
202,492
148,616
20,270
139,107
14,869
6,253,489

2012
95,541
10,567
120,918
35,108
657,955
108,746
87,434
16,627
12,153
336,664
204,242
19,098
25,460
242,642
159,741
80,189
61,853
66,321
80,510
25,601
164,248
147,195
250,179
158,917
73,955
126,969
20,289
45,627
41,400
30,142
196,170
22,952
325,575
246,521
18,537
260,586
63,980
110,222
266,084
24,396
68,597
30,483
96,859
562,999
55,315
15,123
167,428
172,951
14,486
151,663
12,280
6,389,500

2013

79,639
12,452
98,730
55,143
894,502
102,767
67,947
17,002
8,859
323,922
256,766
24,341
44,127
301,110
161,332
96,298
47,231
53,285
60,906
30,516
151,062
174,496
240,263
183,568
57,535
146,522
16,383
71,448
36,377
30,308
195,327
17,978
362,496
222,010
26,372
207,236
46,410
92,927
220,012
24,207
58,979
19,387
128,689
488,507
49,872
14,959
201,566
159,019
15,586
124,535
10,575

6,531,485

2014
107,643
18,183
106,620
49,205
838,016
120,823
88,488
21,021
10,748
289,420
164,071
14,871
30,418
295,774
116,636
95,320
52,998
67,979
72,088
28,431
129,408
157,786
180,200
162,921
43,426
115,258
23,718
46,221
50,444
33,981
198,129
24,823
388,275
216,927
21,758
239,200
62,711
99,696
220,461
23,431
131,053
23,978
156,889
494,152
48,776
19,806
220,559
171,028
15,664
140,199
11,462
6,461,094

2015
119,561
19,822
106,841
57,549
861,016
79,129
71,801
13,063
12,091
412,840
184,486
13,044
32,289
256,851
189,052
85,409
62,288
54,046
100,960
27,793
231,555
174,670
166,051
180,898
44,558
157,317
20,838
60,006
43,245
30,002
198,659
29,360
402,005
179,400
24,219
272,189
76,532
61,925
307,137
22,817
119,880
21,713
86,415
574,965
36,188
17,927
182,192
183,873
20,161
105,482
10,776
6,802,885

2016
78,084
15,814
130,593
55,777
778,033
162,174
77,948
20,842
14,518
347,494
211,764
13,083
40,912
261,331
170,342
99,380
83,093
86,163
80,802
28,651
147,362
122,307
170,621
184,160
40,882
121,154
19,708
65,255
50,371
34,588
192,590
27,338
449,124
212,129
20,941
269,818
64,861
81,756
298,923
16,333
95,206
26,475
135,448
549,534
62,319
16,393
200,192
149,747
21,857
135,964
9,170
6,749,321

2017
63,531
7,293
127,104
37,745
793,681
101,112
111,164
27,118
14,689
325,085
168,459
23,756
25,461
297,679
123,254
70,242
67,667
77,808
67,466
31,766
193,740
161,290
193,880
153,803
41,005
131,412
19,342
77,023
57,547
30,341
157,834
26,791
378,753
168,947
15,108
250,929
36,628
85,932
304,056
24,201
78,381
23,953
78,390
565,707
31,231
11,195
290,182
120,115
20,820
127,477
11,195
6,429,288

2018
69,223
8,288
205,627
55,395
740,852
151,436
62,291
26,537
16,320
398,567
156,536
21,182
22,229
293,043
89,122
51,715
59,526
65,078
109,348
32,352
146,968
156,778
258,010
189,017
36,714
102,973
16,116
70,337
67,816
37,977
161,366
20,905
334,902
236,407
17,804
263,906
43,372
89,784
282,950
21,428
122,025
25,893
93,272
531,091
62,365
13,676
151,080
140,725
14,930
173,517
10,987
6,529,762

2019
75,664
6,070
156,926
54,009
729,472
143,688
112,379
13,708
20,668
368,449
177,518
20,390
29,495
235,183
166,458
83,245
68,543
60,229
86,651
33,157
138,807
158,036
195,152
107,686
40,629
157,424
17,039
57,361
47,892
42,851
203,663
23,719
381,447
168,902
24,121
234,829
55,625
116,197
205,571
25,922
130,875
32,886
100,684
617,391
25,773
12,921
221,693
241,388
6,845
127,856
12,222
6,575,306

2020
64,999
9,766
124,787
45,322
615,005
75,982
67,578
12,350
19,107
272,287
90,438
16,510
22,610
220,586
130,401
55,902
42,650
47,397
76,368
26,505
113,847
130,587
140,178
115,322
32,066
136,014
17,745
49,431
33,242
23,512
153,399
8,013
288,356
165,895
18,911
161,890
33,046
77,179
256,473
28,255
77,478
16,522
82,160
532,889
34,653
17,363
205,006
152,014
24,994
86,272
8,190
5,257,457

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A4. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)

State 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Alabama 18.1% 15.8% 18.6% 15.2% 14.1% 10.3% 17.8% 19.2% 18.7% 11.2% 14.1%
Alaska 18.6% 20.8% 19.0% 16.5% 22.2% 17.6% 19.8% 19.9% 20.0% 18.0% 18.4%
Arizona 15.0% 14.8% 15.2% 16.4% 11.4% 14.0% 10.5% 13.7% 12.4% 14.4% 12.6%
Arkansas 17.1% 15.4% 16.2% 19.9% 18.8% 15.4% 17.3% 19.5% 16.6% 14.2% 19.4%
California 15.9% 15.4% 15.2% 13.8% 13.0% 13.3% 15.8% 15.9% 17.1% 16.0% 16.5%
Colorado 16.7% 19.2% 14.3% 14.9% 19.3% 15.2% 20.0% 22.8% 24.3% 16.6% 23.5%
Connecticut 21.8% 17.1% 14.2% 17.1% 19.6% 19.0% 25.6% 20.9% 24.5% 20.3% 24.2%
Delaware 19.3% 16.0% 16.8% 19.3% 14.1% 13.6% 17.3% 19.4% 25.1% 17.4% 18.3%
Dist. of Columbia 15.4% 21.8% 21.3% 16.9% 16.0% 19.9% 25.5% 17.2% 25.7% 19.3% 30.9%
Florida 19.1% 17.6% 16.6% 17.7% 17.8% 16.3% 17.0% 18.8% 16.3% 15.0% 18.8%
Georgia 16.3% 19.5% 14.7% 13.3% 14.7% 16.2% 19.7% 20.0% 19.4% 18.3% 19.6%
Hawaii 16.0% 13.4% 16.4% 15.7% 16.0% 14.4% 14.6% 16.9% 12.4% 16.0% 13.2%
Idaho 18.6% 15.2% 14.6% 16.1% 16.1% 13.8% 15.1% 15.0% 14.3% 15.2% 13.1%
lllinois 16.3% 18.4% 15.4% 14.5% 15.3% 16.8% 17.3% 19.2% 16.9% 18.0% 18.6%
Indiana 22.4% 17.7% 14.3% 16.7% 15.1% 12.8% 16.3% 14.9% 19.1% 13.7% 19.2%
lowa 23.6% 27.0% 19.4% 23.8% 23.1% 21.5% 25.1% 30.2% 25.6% 21.7% 27.9%
Kansas 20.8% 23.5% 21.8% 22.1% 22.0% 19.5% 24.7% 24.3% 23.7% 17.9% 23.4%
Kentucky 18.8% 17.2% 18.5% 14.3% 13.9% 14.4% 21.7% 17.7% 17.7% 16.7% 18.9%
Louisiana 19.2% 13.0% 15.7% 14.1% 19.1% 18.6% 17.7% 17.6% 19.3% 20.7% 21.4%
Maine 23.9% 21.9% 16.3% 16.0% 19.8% 16.8% 29.9% 29.2% 24.8% 21.3% 24.4%
Maryland 21.9% 19.0% 22.6% 17.3% 18.7% 23.0% 24.5% 21.8% 24.9% 23.6% 21.3%
Massachusetts 14.0% 12.7% 15.2% 12.4% 12.7% 13.2% 17.8% 18.4% 18.4% 18.9% 22.5%
Michigan 20.5% 18.5% 17.0% 17.4% 16.7% 14.3% 19.5% 20.1% 21.7% 14.7% 20.8%
Minnesota 23.2% 23.3% 20.6% 24.0% 22.4% 24.9% 28.3% 26.8% 26.3% 22.4% 27.0%
Mississippi 20.3% 20.1% 21.4% 17.6% 17.0% 12.6% 20.6% 21.2% 14.9% 12.2% 17.0%
Missouri 21.4% 20.3% 25.9% 20.0% 19.2% 17.9% 21.4% 18.3% 23.5% 18.6% 22.1%
Montana 24.4% 22.4% 21.7% 15.1% 21.4% 12.1% 21.7% 20.7% 19.0% 16.5% 21.5%
Nebraska 23.4% 23.5% 21.7% 26.8% 22.7% 20.8% 29.9% 24.9% 25.6% 21.2% 30.3%
Nevada 16.1% 17.7% 13.8% 15.6% 16.6% 12.4% 18.5% 18.7% 15.4% 15.6% 17.5%
New Hampshire 22.8% 19.0% 18.9% 16.9% 22.2% 21.1% 24.5% 21.9% 22.2% 17.7% 21.8%
New Jersey 16.6% 17.0% 14.5% 12.7% 12.6% 17.9% 14.8% 18.5% 19.9% 15.9% 19.6%
New Mexico 12.9% 17.5% 13.7% 13.3% 14.3% 13.3% 14.2% 14.8% 19.1% 15.6% 9.8%
New York 15.5% 12.7% 12.9% 10.6% 12.3% 12.0% 16.8% 15.3% 18.9% 14.2% 16.3%
North Carolina 20.0% 18.9% 20.6% 16.1% 16.8% 17.4% 22.1% 20.9% 18.5% 17.3% 18.9%
North Dakota 25.0% 22.9% 21.7% 19.1% 26.3% 31.1% 34.4% 32.2% 32.5% 30.1% 30.0%
Ohio 19.2% 17.4% 17.9% 15.1% 16.8% 17.5% 23.3% 22.5% 22.6% 15.0% 22.1%
Oklahoma 15.8% 16.1% 14.3% 15.0% 16.6% 16.5% 13.8% 16.8% 17.7% 18.9% 15.5%
Oregon 18.0% 20.3% 18.1% 15.3% 14.2% 16.5% 19.3% 23.7% 22.2% 18.5% 22.5%
Pennsylvania 17.3% 17.6% 14.9% 16.9% 13.4% 16.4% 19.5% 20.9% 20.0% 16.6% 18.4%
Rhode Island 17.7% 16.8% 13.4% 14.7% 12.8% 14.0% 18.6% 18.2% 18.7% 16.2% 20.5%
South Carolina 18.2% 24.3% 18.4% 18.8% 17.2% 15.2% 19.6% 20.8% 19.7% 22.5% 14.9%
South Dakota 20.2% 22.8% 20.5% 22.5% 22.3% 28.0% 32.9% 30.2% 31.8% 27.4% 36.5%
Tennessee 24.2% 16.0% 21.4% 18.7% 17.5% 17.8% 22.7% 19.2% 15.9% 21.1% 21.3%
Texas 16.8% 16.0% 15.0% 16.4% 15.0% 14.5% 17.5% 18.4% 16.3% 15.0% 17.9%
Utah 14.2% 17.3% 12.9% 14.8% 10.8% 13.7% 13.9% 13.3% 9.9% 10.0% 13.1%
Vermont 23.7% 22.1% 19.1% 21.0% 24.4% 29.4% 27.9% 31.0% 29.0% 27.5% 29.9%
Virginia 23.2% 19.7% 21.5% 19.2% 22.0% 23.4% 17.7% 20.5% 20.0% 19.9% 18.8%
Washington 22.1% 15.9% 18.8% 18.8% 19.2% 18.9% 23.8% 22.1% 21.2% 20.3% 20.3%
West Virginia 16.2% 13.5% 13.8% 14.1% 11.6% 15.5% 19.0% 15.3% 17.3% 11.7% 14.3%
Wisconsin 22.4% 22.1% 22.4% 18.2% 19.2% 17.6% 23.3% 22.8% 19.5% 20.6% 23.3%
Wyoming 20.7% 21.5% 20.3% 19.8% 18.5% 16.4% 17.8% 22.5% 20.2% 22.2% 15.2%
us. 18.2% 17.3% 16.7% 15.9% 15.8% 15.9% 18.8% 19.1% 18.9% 16.8% 19.0%
Continued
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Figure A4. (Cont) Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-14)

State 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 21.0% 18.7% 14.6% 19.7% 24.4% 18.1% 16.2% 14.6% 19.5% 17.6%
Alaska 22.3% 14.9% 17.1% 19.0% 26.9% 18.2% 12.1% 11.5% 10.3% 11.4%
Arizona 14.4% 17.4% 11.7% 16.7% 13.3% 18.8% 15.5% 24.3% 20.2% 16.6%
Arkansas 15.0% 14.8% 15.4% 18.0% 17.8% 17.7% 14.1% 18.8% 18.0% 13.9%
California 16.3% 15.9% 18.6% 18.1% 18.4% 18.0% 18.4% 17.9% 17.6% 15.0%
Colorado 18.4% 20.3% 21.7% 19.4% 18.8% 26.5% 21.1% 23.3% 21.7% 13.0%
Connecticut 21.9% 24.2% 22.6% 22.8% 21.7% 23.3% 28.8% 22.9% 32.4% 19.7%
Delaware 18.4% 17.8% 17.8% 23.1% 19.0% 22.7% 26.6% 25.2% 15.2% 17.3%
Dist. of Columbia 32.1% 23.1% 21.2% 22.2% 28.6% 32.5% 32.4% 30.8% 34.3% 27.1%
Florida 18.8% 18.8% 18.3% 16.1% 18.6% 18.5% 17.7% 19.7% 19.1% 13.7%
Georgia 16.5% 18.7% 20.1% 14.7% 18.4% 18.3% 16.9% 16.7% 19.1% 10.7%
Hawaii 12.0% 14.4% 16.1% 12.5% 8.6% 9.4% 13.6% 13.2% 13.2% 11.8%
Idaho 15.4% 12.9% 19.5% 16.2% 16.6% 18.0% 14.5% 12.7% 14.5% 11.7%
lllinois 17.6% 18.6% 20.8% 21.8% 18.0% 21.9% 21.5% 23.2% 20.9% 20.9%
Indiana 15.2% 20.0% 19.5% 19.9% 24.5% 22.2% 18.6% 17.7% 22.3% 20.2%
lowa 30.0% 24.8% 28.1% 25.8% 24.2% 29.7% 25.0% 22.6% 26.8% 24.2%
Kansas 24.5% 20.9% 18.7% 20.8% 20.1% 28.1% 22.7% 22.3% 22.7% 20.0%
Kentucky 19.8% 15.5% 14.9% 15.8% 14.7% 16.6% 17.0% 16.0% 15.0% 12.6%
Louisiana 12.6% 16.0% 16.4% 17.0% 22.6% 18.8% 16.6% 23.1% 18.8% 16.6%
Maine 27.9% 24.2% 23.0% 21.7% 22.4% 22.8% 23.8% 27.3% 33.4% 16.7%
Maryland 24.9% 27.4% 23.6% 23.5% 32.5% 27.0% 31.5% 25.6% 22.4% 21.9%
Massachusetts 23.1% 25.3% 25.0% 25.0% 24.8% 22.0% 24.0% 26.3% 26.2% 21.2%
Michigan 19.1% 21.5% 21.5% 17.9% 18.3% 17.9% 18.6% 26.1% 22.3% 16.4%
Minnesota 31.3% 31.6% 33.9% 30.8% 32.4% 31.4% 28.1% 31.9% 23.1% 24.3%
Mississippi 21.0% 19.1% 18.7% 15.0% 17.2% 13.2% 13.1% 16.0% 15.5% 11.9%
Missouri 18.6% 24.2% 24.1% 20.5% 27.2% 20.9% 22.5% 18.2% 25.3% 20.5%
Montana 19.3% 18.9% 14.7% 19.7% 21.1% 18.6% 19.0% 15.9% 16.8% 18.4%
Nebraska 30.0% 25.6% 36.0% 26.7% 25.5% 27.0% 38.3% 28.8% 30.2% 27.9%
Nevada 18.0% 16.3% 14.2% 17.4% 14.4% 15.8% 15.9% 19.4% 18.8% 10.1%
New Hampshire 24.7% 21.9% 24.2% 26.3% 23.3% 27.9% 26.2% 28.7% 35.1% 25.6%
New Jersey 13.1% 23.3% 17.8% 19.7% 21.6% 22.9% 15.0% 20.3% 23.8% 14.5%
New Mexico 13.2% 11.2% 7.7% 12.2% 15.3% 10.8% 13.8% 11.8% 10.1% 3.8%
New York 16.1% 17.9% 19.2% 17.6% 20.4% 23.7% 18.5% 19.5% 23.0% 16.1%
North Carolina 23.9% 21.6% 19.6% 19.7% 20.1% 21.3% 18.1% 20.9% 15.3% 15.2%
North Dakota 29.7% 29.0% 34.7% 31.0% 30.6% 28.6% 19.9% 25.0% 31.7% 24.6%
Ohio 20.7% 23.0% 20.6% 21.3% 20.1% 20.5% 22.9% 19.3% 20.5% 15.0%
Oklahoma 17.0% 14.1% 15.1% 12.8% 16.2% 14.5% 12.9% 12.4% 13.8% 12.1%
Oregon 25.7% 25.5% 23.6% 25.6% 16.2% 20.1% 21.1% 24.6% 28.0% 19.1%
Pennsylvania 18.8% 20.5% 16.5% 20.1% 23.0% 25.2% 22.4% 21.3% 18.1% 22.1%
Rhode Island 19.6% 21.1% 24.6% 23.9% 21.0% 16.9% 21.2% 20.1% 27.4% 26.4%
South Carolina 15.3% 14.4% 15.7% 22.9% 23.1% 15.6% 14.8% 20.2% 22.6% 14.7%
South Dakota 26.5% 32.5% 28.3% 29.1% 29.9% 29.4% 25.4% 31.2% 29.3% 21.4%
Tennessee 20.7% 15.2% 16.5% 24.0% 18.7% 20.9% 16.3% 16.1% 16.7% 12.0%
Texas 15.8% 19.4% 17.3% 16.0% 18.4% 17.3% 16.4% 16.8% 18.1% 16.0%
Utah 11.1% 11.3% 11.0% 12.1% 11.3% 13.4% 10.5% 13.7% 9.4% 7.0%
Vermont 28.9% 26.7% 27.0% 34.1% 34.3% 26.9% 28.7% 26.2% 22.0% 29.6%
Virginia 23.6% 21.9% 25.9% 24.3% 20.7% 21.6% 27.9% 21.0% 28.7% 26.9%
Washington 20.4% 23.6% 23.7% 21.8% 20.9% 18.4% 16.9% 21.0% 26.8% 23.0%
West Virginia 13.2% 12.2% 12.3% 11.4% 11.4% 12.9% 11.2% 11.2% 6.7% 14.3%
Wisconsin 23.6% 27.2% 23.1% 23.9% 24.3% 25.9% 22.2% 28.3% 23.0% 17.7%
Wyoming 25.0% 21.1% 21.6% 22.1% 20.8% 19.4% 17.6% 21.0% 19.1% 18.5%
U.sS. 18.7% 19.7% 19.5% 19.3% 20.1% 20.3% 19.2% 20.0% 20.3% 16.7%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A5. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)

State 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Alabama 31.8% 25.6% 29.6% 28.7% 15.2% 15.3% 25.9% 28.2% 28.5% 20.0% 18.3%
Alaska 31.6% 30.3% 27.8% 22.9% 31.2% 24.2% 21.3% 27.3% 28.5% 19.8% 21.9%
Arizona 19.4% 21.0% 18.4% 20.7% 14.4% 17.7% 8.8% 21.5% 17.3% 20.5% 19.0%
Arkansas 26.9% 27.6% 24.1% 29.9% 31.3% 22.4% 24.7% 29.9% 21.0% 18.4% 30.0%
California 22.7% 21.4% 20.8% 18.7% 16.5% 16.8% 19.6% 21.0% 22.0% 21.3% 20.4%
Colorado 20.4% 21.8% 19.5% 22.6% 26.9% 21.8% 27.4% 25.9% 31.0% 20.7% 29.7%
Connecticut 29.0% 23.7% 17.1% 24.8% 25.6% 27.4% 32.9% 24.1% 35.0% 27.8% 35.3%
Delaware 31.1% 25.3% 20.8% 34.4% 22.9% 20.6% 23.2% 29.6% 33.0% 22.0% 24.2%
Dist. of Columbia 26.3% 28.9% 34.6% 26.2% 23.5% 24.7% 35.3% 26.1% 32.7% 25.1% 38.6%
Florida 31.2% 26.9% 24.9% 25.3% 22.8% 25.6% 24.8% 27.0% 21.3% 21.3% 24.5%
Georgia 28.4% 27.4% 24.3% 20.7% 21.4% 21.4% 32.0% 28.6% 25.9% 26.9% 28.6%
Hawaii 24.6% 20.4% 24.9% 21.6% 18.2% 21.4% 21.9% 19.2% 16.0% 18.5% 17.8%
Idaho 31.2% 22.0% 18.2% 22.6% 24.6% 22.7% 20.4% 21.3% 17.7% 20.4% 16.8%
lllinois 25.0% 24.8% 20.5% 22.5% 21.4% 23.4% 25.9% 25.2% 25.0% 22.9% 26.6%
Indiana 30.9% 24.8% 20.2% 22.6% 23.6% 17.9% 28.4% 23.6% 23.4% 20.9% 27.6%
lowa 36.4% 41.9% 32.8% 37.6% 33.0% 34.0% 33.6% 41.0% 36.9% 30.8% 41.6%
Kansas 31.0% 35.0% 32.5% 32.0% 29.4% 29.9% 32.6% 32.3% 32.7% 26.4% 31.3%
Kentucky 29.9% 27.5% 29.4% 23.3% 21.7% 19.2% 27.8% 15.4% 22.2% 21.1% 30.1%
Louisiana 28.1% 19.6% 23.8% 21.6% 30.5% 33.4% 24.5% 23.4% 29.4% 37.2% 32.4%
Maine 31.6% 27.2% 23.4% 24.3% 27.1% 27.7% 46.0% 41.8% 37.8% 28.8% 32.4%
Maryland 35.4% 30.7% 37.3% 26.2% 23.0% 28.7% 33.4% 27.3% 34.1% 32.9% 25.0%
Massachusetts 20.1% 20.3% 20.0% 17.7% 18.2% 18.4% 24.5% 26.0% 27.8% 23.5% 31.6%
Michigan 27.2% 29.0% 26.7% 23.0% 24.4% 21.1% 23.8% 26.2% 29.7% 19.2% 29.2%
Minnesota 34.2% 39.0% 37.2% 34.5% 30.1% 34.9% 40.2% 34.7% 36.1% 29.5% 39.7%
Mississippi 32.3% 30.7% 31.4% 34.1% 23.0% 19.6% 38.1% 32.1% 23.0% 19.0% 26.0%
Missouri 31.8% 32.9% 33.2% 27.7% 32.6% 31.1% 29.8% 27.7% 30.4% 29.6% 39.0%
Montana 37.8% 38.3% 36.4% 23.7% 36.1% 21.8% 33.8% 31.8% 34.3% 24.7% 27.4%
Nebraska 36.4% 38.1% 33.3% 37.3% 32.1% 30.0% 41.2% 38.8% 38.0% 33.7% 46.2%
Nevada 25.1% 24.2% 16.5% 20.4% 22.4% 16.0% 24.4% 20.6% 18.6% 21.6% 22.5%
New Hampshire 31.2% 27.0% 25.8% 19.9% 27.7% 24.9% 34.5% 26.8% 31.5% 27.0% 34.0%
New Jersey 23.6% 23.2% 22.8% 18.5% 17.2% 24.4% 19.7% 26.1% 24.0% 20.4% 28.9%
New Mexico 20.7% 20.8% 20.3% 18.7% 22.4% 19.8% 20.1% 19.4% 28.1% 17.9% 21.9%
New York 24.5% 20.2% 18.7% 20.5% 15.9% 16.2% 27.0% 22.6% 27.8% 21.0% 22.6%
North Carolina 29.6% 27.8% 27.9% 23.4% 22.7% 23.7% 34.4% 28.0% 26.3% 25.2% 29.1%
North Dakota 38.8% 39.0% 35.1% 31.1% 41.2% 48.1% 49.4% 47.6% 50.4% 48.2% 49.6%
Ohio 24.9% 23.9% 24.3% 21.3% 24.4% 29.5% 28.3% 28.8% 28.0% 18.4% 28.0%
Oklahoma 19.8% 24.1% 22.1% 20.7% 22.8% 22.2% 19.9% 26.9% 27.1% 28.8% 21.0%
Oregon 27.4% 30.1% 24.9% 22.3% 13.2% 18.6% 25.8% 32.9% 32.3% 19.5% 28.0%
Pennsylvania 23.1% 23.7% 18.2% 21.6% 20.8% 23.1% 27.0% 27.5% 31.0% 26.4% 24.0%
Rhode Island 20.7% 22.2% 17.3% 22.3% 16.4% 20.8% 29.4% 29.2% 27.8% 23.4% 27.0%
South Carolina 27.8% 37.3% 22.9% 32.3% 25.2% 27.0% 26.3% 33.0% 32.4% 33.5% 23.4%
South Dakota 38.2% 38.7% 35.7% 39.5% 34.3% 46.6% 47.8% 41.2% 48.4% 40.9% 51.3%
Tennessee 34.0% 23.4% 26.7% 30.6% 24.8% 33.2% 32.3% 26.6% 21.7% 30.2% 31.6%
Texas 26.0% 25.2% 23.0% 24.0% 21.6% 22.1% 25.0% 25.8% 23.4% 20.9% 24.9%
Utah 19.8% 25.1% 18.1% 20.4% 15.1% 20.5% 19.7% 18.2% 16.5% 13.7% 14.5%
Vermont 34.6% 39.0% 31.2% 31.5% 33.4% 41.7% 34.6% 38.9% 38.3% 40.0% 44.4%
Virginia 34.8% 31.4% 29.6% 25.8% 33.3% 37.1% 23.4% 31.5% 26.8% 23.9% 26.2%
Washington 28.5% 22.2% 24.3% 22.5% 26.8% 26.8% 29.9% 33.4% 27.0% 28.3% 27.3%
West Virginia 21.3% 18.7% 25.2% 22.4% 18.1% 18.4% 36.6% 21.4% 18.5% 14.8% 18.2%
Wisconsin 35.5% 36.7% 36.1% 28.4% 28.3% 27.7% 32.4% 31.7% 28.9% 32.5% 32.8%
Wyoming 34.0% 30.6% 28.4% 27.1% 24.5% 29.8% 30.0% 31.8% 28.9% 30.4% 19.5%
u.s. 26.9% 25.6% 24.0% 23.3% 22.1% 23.2% 26.3% 26.3% 26.0% 23.5% 26.3%
Continued
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Figure A5. (Cont) Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 0-4)

State 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 30.7% 24.3% 15.6% 23.0% 31.4% 29.1% 29.5% 20.4% 30.9% 32.3%
Alaska 23.4% 21.6% 25.9% 21.2% 40.1% 24.0% 19.8% 17.5% 16.8% 17.1%
Arizona 18.8% 28.3% 12.5% 26.9% 15.7% 25.9% 18.0% 30.9% 28.8% 25.2%
Arkansas 23.6% 26.4% 19.4% 29.0% 29.9% 28.7% 24.0% 30.2% 25.2% 22.0%
California 19.3% 22.3% 20.9% 22.0% 22.7% 23.6% 25.3% 24.8% 23.8% 20.6%
Colorado 28.3% 31.0% 36.4% 25.2% 34.6% 39.1% 32.8% 34.8% 27.7% 19.7%
Connecticut 35.5% 34.3% 34.3% 29.8% 33.6% 35.9% 31.3% 38.8% 39.3% 24.9%
Delaware 30.5% 24.8% 24.2% 35.9% 32.6% 33.9% 33.3% 30.5% 24.1% 29.5%
Dist. of Columbia 36.3% 24.6% 29.8% 31.6% 42.9% 45.1% 47.2% 43.0% 45.7% 31.0%
Florida 23.6% 26.7% 28.2% 21.4% 20.4% 25.7% 28.5% 25.9% 26.2% 19.2%
Georgia 24.9% 27.0% 24.4% 23.2% 27.7% 25.7% 25.7% 28.2% 34.7% 19.8%
Hawaii 15.1% 18.5% 21.4% 20.5% 9.8% 12.8% 14.1% 14.0% 14.0% 17.5%
Idaho 21.9% 20.9% 20.9% 21.7% 22.0% 20.8% 23.4% 18.4% 19.3% 18.9%
lllinois 23.4% 28.1% 28.1% 27.7% 22.5% 33.1% 26.6% 34.2% 32.3% 34.6%
Indiana 18.1% 25.8% 25.5% 33.3% 33.8% 27.9% 26.1% 31.0% 28.0% 28.8%
lowa 41.3% 35.5% 36.7% 30.8% 29.0% 43.0% 37.1% 38.5% 38.9% 49.0%
Kansas 31.7% 31.5% 30.1% 32.4% 29.9% 42.8% 33.3% 34.8% 30.0% 37.4%
Kentucky 30.6% 20.4% 23.2% 22.3% 23.6% 19.6% 23.6% 24.1% 22.3% 21.5%
Louisiana 21.4% 24.9% 26.3% 24.5% 30.5% 31.4% 25.2% 33.6% 29.3% 24.5%
Maine 36.7% 36.5% 27.3% 29.5% 33.2% 33.7% 34.0% 45.5% 51.4% 11.8%
Maryland 33.9% 38.6% 31.9% 39.1% 38.7% 41.0% 40.5% 35.7% 33.4% 34.0%
Massachusetts 36.2% 35.7% 34.8% 34.4% 31.4% 33.5% 29.4% 37.9% 36.3% 28.8%
Michigan 30.6% 27.9% 26.6% 23.0% 25.2% 25.3% 24.0% 36.1% 33.7% 24.6%
Minnesota 42.2% 47.9% 49.1% 45.1% 47.5% 44.9% 38.1% 41.1% 39.5% 39.3%
Mississippi 29.2% 25.3% 31.1% 24.9% 32.5% 19.7% 20.1% 31.8% 24.0% 20.8%
Missouri 26.3% 36.6% 32.3% 30.3% 41.0% 30.4% 35.6% 29.4% 39.0% 30.8%
Montana 24.2% 25.3% 20.4% 21.7% 27.6% 25.9% 25.1% 22.5% 24.1% 29.0%
Nebraska 40.8% 38.5% 48.6% 44.7% 32.3% 30.3% 58.0% 33.5% 47.0% 40.6%
Nevada 24.5% 22.5% 23.2% 25.3% 20.7% 19.7% 17.1% 23.1% 31.0% 11.5%
New Hampshire 37.2% 27.3% 36.0% 33.4% 32.9% 37.7% 35.2% 34.9% 46.5% 40.4%
New Jersey 17.4% 37.3% 21.6% 25.1% 29.6% 35.1% 18.3% 33.1% 32.9% 15.5%
New Mexico 17.8% 18.0% 10.3% 19.1% 25.7% 12.2% 20.8% 22.1% 13.7% 5.1%
New York 24.1% 26.5% 28.1% 19.7% 27.2% 33.9% 23.7% 28.5% 33.9% 20.9%
North Carolina 34.6% 27.9% 25.5% 27.3% 32.0% 31.1% 24.8% 22.7% 21.4% 21.7%
North Dakota 42.9% 38.1% 39.5% 46.6% 42.3% 37.7% 26.2% 36.3% 47.2% 32.2%
Ohio 27.0% 33.8% 34.0% 31.8% 24.0% 22.9% 36.0% 23.2% 29.6% 22.8%
Oklahoma 24.6% 17.5% 27.8% 15.3% 19.2% 18.1% 22.0% 22.4% 20.3% 23.0%
Oregon 30.2% 31.5% 30.7% 35.4% 22.3% 29.3% 29.4% 35.3% 39.7% 27.7%
Pennsylvania 26.7% 28.4% 22.0% 32.1% 28.8% 35.7% 27.9% 27.9% 26.1% 31.0%
Rhode Island 27.3% 24.7% 33.5% 27.9% 25.6% 25.1% 20.6% 24.8% 35.3% 29.3%
South Carolina 22.8% 21.7% 27.6% 31.9% 32.8% 15.7% 18.5% 28.5% 26.7% 19.6%
South Dakota 35.8% 46.4% 47.9% 40.8% 43.9% 45.0% 32.8% 49.1% 40.5% 32.4%
Tennessee 29.2% 23.0% 17.9% 33.9% 34.5% 29.7% 29.3% 23.9% 26.7% 16.1%
Texas 22.1% 29.1% 27.1% 23.4% 25.6% 24.9% 22.1% 25.1% 27.2% 24.3%
Utah 12.9% 11.6% 13.4% 17.6% 18.6% 15.9% 19.8% 19.2% 19.9% 8.2%
Vermont 41.7% 39.7% 38.2% 42.3% 53.1% 35.8% 43.5% 32.3% 29.8% 37.4%
Virginia 32.5% 32.5% 36.9% 32.9% 30.7% 24.8% 28.0% 29.2% 41.1% 39.9%
Washington 25.0% 30.2% 31.5% 27.3% 21.6% 22.0% 23.5% 31.0% 30.5% 39.2%
West Virginia 19.8% 21.1% 23.3% 19.0% 15.1% 17.1% 13.2% 20.2% 12.0% 19.5%
Wisconsin 33.1% 38.7% 37.3% 32.8% 40.9% 36.9% 29.6% 42.6% 32.9% 28.9%
Wyoming 33.0% 30.3% 33.2% 35.7% 32.7% 33.5% 22.8% 33.8% 26.5% 35.0%
U.sS. 25.6% 28.2% 27.0% 26.6% 27.4% 28.1% 26.6% 28.6% 29.4% 25.0%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A6. Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)
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State 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Alabama 12.1% 11.2% 13.5% 9.0% 13.6% 7.7% 13.6% 14.0% 14.1% 7.0% 12.1%
Alaska 12.3% 16.2% 15.0% 13.5% 17.8% 14.0% 19.1% 16.5% 15.9% 17.1% 16.8%
Arizona 12.9% 11.4% 13.3% 14.2% 9.7% 12.1% 11.4% 9.8% 9.6% 11.5% 9.4%
Arkansas 11.8% 9.6% 12.4% 14.1% 13.1% 12.2% 13.7% 13.9% 14.4% 11.8% 12.8%
California 12.7% 12.7% 12.6% 11.6% 11.2% 11.7% 13.9% 13.3% 14.5% 13.2% 14.5%
Colorado 14.8% 18.0% 11.4% 10.9% 15.4% 11.3% 15.9% 21.2% 20.9% 14.6% 20.5%
Connecticut 18.8% 14.2% 12.9% 14.2% 16.9% 14.6% 22.1% 19.5% 19.6% 16.8% 19.2%
Delaware 14.8% 12.3% 15.1% 11.8% 9.2% 9.6% 14.3% 13.5% 20.0% 15.2% 15.2%
Dist. of Columbia 9.8% 17.6% 13.8% 12.3% 11.7% 17.4% 20.0% 11.4% 21.0% 15.6% 25.9%
Florida 13.3% 13.5% 12.8% 14.2% 15.5% 12.0% 13.2% 14.9% 13.7% 12.2% 16.0%
Georgia 10.3% 15.4% 9.9% 8.9% 11.1% 13.6% 12.7% 15.7% 15.9% 14.1% 15.5%
Hawaii 11.7% 9.8% 12.5% 13.2% 15.0% 11.2% 10.6% 15.7% 10.0% 14.7% 10.9%
Idaho 12.7% 12.1% 12.8% 12.7% 11.7% 9.2% 12.3% 11.0% 12.3% 12.6% 10.8%
lllinois 11.8% 15.4% 12.7% 10.4% 12.0% 13.3% 13.1% 15.7% 12.1% 15.5% 15.1%
Indiana 19.0% 14.7% 12.0% 13.6% 10.5% 10.0% 10.4% 10.6% 17.0% 10.4% 14.9%
lowa 17.2% 19.7% 13.2% 17.0% 17.8% 14.1% 20.7% 24.3% 19.7% 16.8% 20.1%
Kansas 15.6% 18.2% 16.5% 17.3% 18.0% 13.7% 20.4% 19.5% 18.9% 14.1% 19.0%
Kentucky 12.7% 12.0% 13.4% 10.2% 10.5% 12.1% 18.5% 19.0% 15.0% 14.5% 13.6%
Louisiana 13.7% 9.7% 11.5% 10.4% 12.8% 9.7% 14.4% 14.4% 14.5% 12.6% 15.1%
Maine 20.9% 19.7% 13.3% 12.5% 16.6% 11.7% 23.4% 22.9% 19.0% 18.0% 21.0%
Maryland 17.3% 14.3% 16.9% 12.9% 16.3% 19.9% 20.1% 19.1% 20.1% 19.2% 19.3%
Massachusetts 11.2% 8.9% 13.1% 10.0% 10.4% 10.7% 14.6% 14.9% 14.2% 17.0% 18.1%
Michigan 17.3% 13.8% 12.4% 14.6% 13.3% 11.1% 17.6% 17.4% 18.1% 12.6% 16.4%
Minnesota 18.6% 16.6% 13.4% 19.2% 18.7% 20.6% 22.1% 22.2% 20.3% 18.4% 20.3%
Mississippi 13.3% 14.3% 15.5% 9.5% 14.1% 9.0% 10.7% 14.7% 10.6% 8.5% 12.0%
Missouri 17.0% 14.4% 22.4% 16.4% 13.5% 11.5% 16.8% 13.4% 19.7% 13.8% 15.7%
Montana 18.0% 15.0% 15.0% 11.5% 12.7% 7.4% 15.3% 14.9% 10.7% 12.7% 17.8%
Nebraska 17.2% 16.2% 16.2% 21.8% 17.7% 16.2% 23.5% 17.6% 18.1% 13.1% 21.7%
Nevada 11.8% 14.7% 12.6% 13.5% 13.8% 10.7% 15.4% 17.5% 13.4% 12.2% 15.1%
New Hampshire 19.2% 16.0% 15.7% 15.5% 19.3% 19.2% 19.8% 19.8% 17.8% 13.6% 15.9%
New Jersey 13.4% 14.3% 11.0% 10.1% 10.3% 14.7% 12.5% 14.7% 18.1% 14.0% 15.7%
New Mexico 10.4% 15.9% 9.8% 10.3% 10.5% 10.4% 11.7% 12.5% 14.3% 14.6% 4.7%
New York 11.5% 9.0% 10.1% 6.4% 10.7% 10.2% 12.2% 11.8% 14.5% 10.8% 13.5%
North Carolina 15.3% 13.9% 16.6% 11.8% 13.9% 14.0% 15.3% 17.2% 14.0% 13.6% 14.4%
North Dakota 19.6% 14.9% 15.9% 13.8% 16.8% 21.2% 26.4% 24.7% 22.5% 19.8% 20.7%
Ohio 16.4% 14.4% 14.8% 12.3% 13.0% 11.1% 20.5% 19.1% 19.7% 13.4% 18.9%
Oklahoma 14.0% 12.4% 10.0% 11.9% 13.0% 13.2% 10.7% 11.9% 12.0% 13.2% 12.6%
Oregon 14.0% 15.7% 14.8% 12.5% 14.6% 15.3% 15.9% 19.0% 17.1% 18.0% 20.2%
Pennsylvania 14.7% 14.9% 13.5% 14.8% 9.6% 12.7% 15.9% 17.4% 14.8% 12.4% 15.7%
Rhode Island 16.2% 14.1% 11.6% 10.9% 11.1% 10.9% 13.9% 11.5% 13.3% 13.0% 17.4%
South Carolina 14.2% 19.0% 16.2% 12.5% 12.6% 8.2% 16.2% 14.3% 12.5% 16.4% 10.1%
South Dakota 12.1% 15.9% 14.0% 14.1% 15.7% 17.7% 23.8% 24.4% 23.4% 19.9% 26.6%
Tennessee 20.1% 11.8% 18.6% 12.8% 13.7% 10.9% 18.1% 15.4% 13.0% 16.0% 16.7%
Texas 11.9% 11.3% 10.8% 12.1% 11.4% 10.6% 13.0% 14.2% 12.4% 12.0% 14.3%
Utah 10.9% 12.8% 9.8% 11.2% 8.5% 9.4% 10.4% 10.2% 5.8% 7.9% 12.2%
Vermont 19.7% 15.0% 14.6% 16.5% 20.5% 24.1% 25.6% 26.6% 24.0% 22.4% 23.0%
Virginia 18.2% 14.4% 17.1% 15.7% 15.8% 15.6% 14.1% 14.5% 16.8% 17.9% 15.3%
Washington 18.8% 13.2% 16.5% 16.7% 15.8% 15.6% 20.6% 16.5% 18.2% 15.6% 17.0%
West Virginia 13.5% 10.7% 8.3% 10.7% 8.7% 13.9% 10.8% 12.3% 16.6% 10.2% 12.5%
Wisconsin 16.7% 14.9% 15.2% 13.2% 14.5% 12.3% 18.9% 17.8% 14.7% 15.4% 18.9%
Wyoming 14.9% 16.2% 16.2% 15.9% 15.5% 9.1% 12.0% 17.8% 15.4% 17.8% 12.9%
us. 14.2% 13.4% 13.2% 12.3% 12.7% 12.2% 15.0% 15.3% 15.1% 13.5% 15.4%
Continued
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Figure A6. (Cont) Share of Children in Paid Child Care (Ages 5-14)

State 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 16.7% 15.9% 13.9% 18.0% 20.5% 12.8% 10.3% 11.5% 13.0% 10.7%
Alaska 21.8% 10.9% 12.3% 17.9% 19.7% 15.1% 7.6% 8.4% 6.4% 9.2%
Arizona 12.3% 12.8% 11.3% 11.8% 12.0% 14.9% 14.2% 21.5% 16.7% 13.0%
Arkansas 9.6% 8.9% 13.5% 12.5% 13.4% 13.4% 9.5% 13.8% 14.2% 10.8%
California 14.8% 12.8% 17.5% 16.2% 16.4% 15.3% 15.3% 14.6% 14.6% 12.4%
Colorado 13.9% 15.4% 14.7% 16.7% 11.2% 21.5% 15.0% 19.3% 19.3% 10.4%
Connecticut 15.5% 19.7% 16.6% 19.9% 16.7% 18.1% 27.6% 15.3% 29.1% 17.2%
Delaware 12.2% 14.4% 14.8% 17.5% 11.6% 17.9% 23.5% 22.8% 11.6% 11.2%
Dist. of Columbia 28.1% 22.0% 15.3% 16.8% 19.3% 23.4% 22.2% 23.4% 28.1% 25.1%
Florida 16.6% 15.1% 13.9% 13.3% 17.8% 15.0% 13.2% 16.7% 15.7% 11.2%
Georgia 12.9% 14.6% 18.1% 11.2% 13.6% 14.8% 12.3% 11.2% 12.3% 6.4%
Hawaii 10.5% 12.0% 13.6% 8.5% 7.9% 7.7% 13.4% 12.8% 12.7% 9.4%
Idaho 12.0% 9.8% 18.8% 13.3% 13.7% 16.7% 10.2% 9.4% 12.0% 8.6%
lllinois 14.6% 14.2% 17.5% 18.5% 15.7% 16.3% 19.0% 18.1% 15.3% 14.3%
Indiana 13.8% 17.6% 17.2% 13.2% 20.6% 19.5% 14.6% 10.6% 19.5% 15.6%
lowa 24.6% 19.8% 23.9% 23.3% 21.6% 23.9% 18.2% 13.5% 20.6% 13.4%
Kansas 20.2% 15.4% 12.3% 14.2% 15.4% 20.8% 17.1% 15.5% 18.5% 11.3%
Kentucky 13.4% 12.5% 9.9% 12.3% 10.0% 15.2% 13.9% 12.0% 11.1% 8.5%
Louisiana 8.7% 12.3% 10.6% 12.5% 17.6% 12.9% 11.6% 17.9% 14.0% 12.6%
Maine 23.9% 17.8% 21.0% 18.6% 18.4% 18.7% 20.3% 21.5% 24.2% 19.1%
Maryland 20.7% 22.1% 19.7% 16.5% 29.8% 19.8% 26.6% 20.4% 17.7% 15.7%
Massachusetts 15.7% 19.9% 21.2% 20.4% 22.0% 16.2% 21.4% 20.9% 21.3% 17.5%
Michigan 14.2% 18.9% 19.1% 15.3% 14.4% 14.3% 16.0% 21.4% 16.5% 12.2%
Minnesota 25.8% 22.9% 26.0% 23.4% 25.3% 25.2% 22.2% 26.9% 15.0% 16.6%
Mississippi 17.1% 16.5% 13.4% 10.5% 10.7% 10.1% 10.0% 9.1% 10.9% 8.2%
Missouri 15.2% 17.1% 19.6% 15.4% 20.5% 16.1% 16.6% 13.2% 19.7% 16.6%
Montana 16.5% 16.2% 12.4% 18.8% 17.4% 15.2% 15.6% 12.5% 13.4% 13.6%
Nebraska 24.4% 18.3% 28.8% 17.7% 22.4% 25.3% 28.8% 26.5% 21.8% 20.2%
Nevada 14.3% 12.3% 9.8% 13.6% 11.4% 13.7% 15.4% 17.6% 12.6% 9.3%
New Hampshire 19.2% 19.6% 19.4% 23.2% 19.7% 23.8% 21.7% 25.9% 29.8% 17.7%
New Jersey 11.2% 17.1% 16.5% 17.3% 17.8% 17.2% 13.6% 14.7% 19.2% 14.0%
New Mexico 11.2% 7.9% 6.4% 8.8% 10.6% 10.1% 10.1% 7.5% 8.6% 3.1%
New York 12.2% 13.7% 15.0% 16.6% 17.2% 18.9% 16.0% 15.0% 17.4% 13.6%
North Carolina 19.1% 18.6% 17.0% 16.5% 14.2% 16.5% 14.2% 19.8% 12.6% 12.4%
North Dakota 22.7% 23.0% 31.4% 22.7% 24.2% 22.8% 16.2% 18.4% 23.6% 20.0%
Ohio 17.7% 17.9% 14.2% 16.3% 18.3% 19.3% 16.9% 17.6% 16.3% 11.4%
Oklahoma 12.6% 12.3% 8.7% 11.6% 14.6% 12.5% 7.4% 8.0% 10.5% 6.4%
Oregon 23.5% 22.7% 19.9% 20.8% 13.0% 16.1% 17.2% 18.8% 23.0% 15.5%
Pennsylvania 14.9% 17.0% 14.1% 14.6% 20.4% 20.1% 19.9% 18.5% 14.1% 17.8%
Rhode Island 16.3% 19.6% 20.5% 21.7% 19.0% 13.7% 21.6% 18.0% 23.4% 25.0%
South Carolina 11.5% 11.1% 9.7% 19.5% 18.9% 15.5% 13.0% 17.5% 20.7% 12.4%
South Dakota 21.2% 26.2% 17.2% 21.9% 20.3% 21.9% 21.1% 21.8% 24.8% 14.7%
Tennessee 16.2% 11.5% 15.7% 19.0% 10.6% 16.4% 9.5% 11.7% 11.8% 9.9%
Texas 12.8% 14.4% 12.4% 12.3% 14.5% 13.5% 13.6% 12.8% 14.3% 12.3%
Utah 10.2% 11.1% 9.8% 9.4% 7.3% 12.1% 6.0% 11.4% 4.8% 6.5%
Vermont 23.3% 21.3% 21.8% 30.1% 26.6% 23.6% 19.2% 22.9% 19.1% 26.4%
Virginia 19.3% 16.4% 20.1% 20.5% 16.7% 19.9% 27.9% 15.8% 22.0% 20.2%
Washington 17.9% 20.1% 19.1% 19.1% 20.5% 16.6% 13.4% 15.6% 25.1% 15.8%
West Virginia 9.8% 7.2% 7.2% 7.6% 9.6% 10.8% 10.3% 7.3% 3.7% 12.1%
Wisconsin 19.0% 21.3% 16.8% 19.6% 15.4% 20.0% 18.4% 22.8% 18.2% 12.5%
Wyoming 20.5% 16.2% 14.7% 15.0% 14.3% 11.9% 14.9% 14.8% 15.8% 10.8%
uU.s. 15.2% 15.5% 15.9% 15.7% 16.6% 16.5% 15.7% 15.9% 16.0% 12.9%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A7. Total Child Care Expenditures by State
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State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Alabama $238,983,725 $357,414,122 $457,352,787 $454,873,604 $420,995,507 $500,035,748
Alaska 85,296,096 77,684,866 85,912,954 73,915,183 86,266,727 141,603,227
Arizona 530,037,496 443,492,119 461,989,629 623,706,108 485,017,346 647,651,592
Arkansas 180,411,671 251,743,914 185,716,991 375,136,295 270,128,555 315,786,660
California 4,910,271,787 4,926,455,985 4,604,244,331 5,310,046,013 6,178,561,096 5,624,116,556
Colorado 533,967,299 946,162,591 833,627,218 715,854,508 1,033,664,751 693,721,318
Connecticut 637,081,077 815,127,658 783,128,183 605,200,107 709,286,509 750,502,875
Delaware 107,209,357 110,203,636 145,536,394 120,359,852 112,926,278 137,030,741
Dist. of Columbia 131,444,197 193,718,885 218,956,392 176,701,259 176,682,945 207,435,082
Florida 1,379,100,205 1,677,143,273 12.8% 14.2% 15.5% 16.0%
Georgia 1,971,492,704 2,375,062,269 2,226,129,214 1,853,283,642 15.5%
Hawaii 1,036,858,064 1,123,035,758 1,266,614,563 1,090,191,186 1,306,440,981 1,033,949,376
Idaho 87,044,986 92,914,265 82,517,164 108,325,317 121,644,088 99,364,367
lllinois 126,500,082 100,463,869 150,970,552 109,034,835 180,805,408 146,481,017
Indiana 1,626,167,587 1,699,682,475 1,553,304,332 1,711,745,758 1,693,237,834 2,069,545,354
lowa 577,747,650 769,671,614 543,301,859 727,579,406 661,065,790 776,557,521
Kansas 381,449,571 397,390,222 439,949,744 434,566,693 584,979,696 580,553,409
Kentucky 413,148,838 395,512,109 457,764,701 456,540,000 267,587,230 549,886,771
Louisiana 292,429,329 403,213,381 441,077,582 292,549,269 397,585,759 416,719,831
Maine 442,641,218 466,112,873 303,128,257 326,138,273 460,475,287 394,121,174
Maryland 127,939,364 189,035,134 180,613,827 206,958,239 201,061,327 176,740,662
Massachusetts 1,259,163,291 1,220,196,608 1,243,694,392 1,415,994,608 1,351,424,951 1,536,092,301
Michigan 1,011,382,075 1,591,006,512 1,408,156,327 1,530,279,383 1,588,951,425 1,493,119,105
Minnesota 947,253,689 1,108,016,484 1,020,240,756 941,881,273 1,054,144,841 1,005,280,363
Mississippi 931,046,070 1,030,502,622 1,167,610,099 1,240,148,935 1,269,462,039 1,542,612,159
Missouri 179,644,883 221,037,864 309,546,837 295,785,396 264,317,547 313,132,755
Montana 673,818,578 700,173,992 569,310,530 853,774,195 794,135,525 1,388,675,969
Nebraska 69,088,292 96,990,332 99,112,003 86,191,409 81,904,965 85,829,891
Nevada 243,561,340 311,034,987 348,055,117 285,097,367 492,895,188 384,165,215
New Hampshire 244,636,188 331,165,102 276,754,476 336,321,308 265,471,202 319,130,233
New Jersey 183,858,592 190,588,404 247,235,196 220,496,744 242,214,336 192,641,938
New Mexico 1,227,431,346 1,449,007,007 1,047,916,338 2,291,468,934 1,218,584,524 1,434,296,302
New York 159,029,490 132,887,157 107,947,469 117,071,069 98,593,310 128,222,826
North Carolina 1,900,680,359 2,558,472,112 2,626,453,379 2,807,604,604 3,973,468,222 2,619,697,478
North Dakota 1,102,267,572 1,095,009,467 1,646,130,157 1,225,774,668 1,207,869,403 1,196,226,520
Ohio 120,178,991 111,025,834 156,277,302 138,587,628 213,226,644 161,062,215
Oklahoma 837,379,246 1,475,548,572 1,095,368,087 1,416,416,712 1,194,818,459 1,454,966,457
Oregon 357,711,076 288,235,803 384,048,297 229,294,782 319,829,134 247,740,809
Pennsylvania 389,657,228 416,267,768 578,340,945 559,928,556 513,485,699 515,034,970
Rhode Island 1,340,082,828 1,573,164,312 1,417,065,866 1,413,709,072 1,265,001,944 1,653,013,628
South Carolina 131,070,148 125,001,083 150,894,758 188,069,364 183,347,739 149,294,320
South Dakota 591,125,729 355,808,014 337,493,685 439,928,288 460,693,214 553,278,179
Tennessee 114,871,283 143,444,420 125,826,875 149,291,287 143,392,561 168,600,804
Texas 793,494,595 746,616,586 740,224,801 631,756,267 841,191,364 877,395,887
Utah 2,596,896,114 3,198,960,165 2,885,474,885 3,232,740,972 3,316,910,397 3,384,297,950
Vermont 194,474,096 183,245,933 203,664,821 232,657,005 264,800,228 236,469,052
Virginia 99,239,341 114,222,903 104,506,130 103,199,812 87,883,360 123,961,390
Washington 1,559,027,494 1,657,684,093 1,629,721,722 1,858,862,381 2,462,910,770 1,960,657,118
West Virginia 897,774,311 890,067,585 922,009,404 968,698,634 1,086,392,271 1,014,344,627
Wisconsin 91,048,027 128,059,276 75,925,755 124,064,600 118,206,983 116,350,870
Wyoming 749,778,722 820,868,592 693,729,932 900,761,815 848,753,805 762,422,044
u.s. 34,892,911,132 39,746,759,673 38,865,777,373 42,615,093,607 44,874,909,002 44,210,412,079
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Figure A7. (Cont) Total Child Care Expenditures by State

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
u.s.

2015
$683,196,909
157,787,495
576,802,908
301,260,484
6,712,830,090
795,632,006
668,102,097
93,127,924
228,133,399
1,797,501,763
1,241,604,044
107,220,761
194,982,584
1,593,767,959
782,248,018
710,130,046
348,589,809
508,874,735
611,863,986
199,743,149
1,788,946,586
1,330,762,504
1,107,130,636
1,410,797,876
259,679,781
1,220,081,973
139,083,510
290,027,960
357,966,226
199,687,887
1,970,203,121
155,641,818
3,136,823,026
1,637,300,121
196,811,644
1,265,018,735
371,331,996
489,104,295
1,904,161,172
80,006,872
659,415,154
151,938,661
704,403,031
3,945,416,690
295,684,371
92,868,745
2,110,660,272
1,511,146,894
96,628,407
961,317,552
65,147,338
48,218,595,020

2016
$427,252,636
140,471,281
666,694,614
247,634,078
6,398,867,255
1,295,431,834
622,851,457
135,925,968
290,842,113
2,003,536,969
1,463,967,197
118,112,958
190,418,701
1,843,309,651
1,033,612,284
697,868,984
586,772,884
526,094,010
543,480,879
187,236,344
1,400,606,777
1,415,855,873
1,131,468,468
1,255,980,450
232,163,352
990,026,270
108,702,376
345,291,882
311,962,488
204,037,479
2,065,771,038
114,452,137
3,937,244,763
1,601,116,632
232,416,687
1,559,596,140
404,853,849
522,250,506
2,112,957,632
122,317,028
476,331,583
149,177,507
1,050,359,159
3,535,449,625
345,022,835
101,802,279
1,854,470,651
1,045,257,787
100,474,214
1,033,023,929
63,865,778
49,244,689,770

2017
$417,984,565
82,133,290
670,535,981
186,152,176
7,181,992,606
1,146,518,723
753,901,584
160,341,788
306,760,576
2,144,515,673
1,346,447,698
140,553,390
156,696,785
1,811,582,601
635,508,677
535,014,924
532,615,436
503,801,817
413,871,441
225,089,393
2,361,997,451
1,800,950,306
1,333,665,451
1,843,602,355
192,958,321
1,084,401,895
121,520,571
482,245,648
214,343,583
271,694,382
1,291,271,345
161,812,113
3,364,226,613
1,521,621,648
118,145,647
1,697,774,415
371,193,927
604,943,545
2,104,891,209
154,485,749
464,570,438
138,307,243
786,430,802
4,105,065,987
228,131,626
160,172,845
2,552,206,926
1,204,433,053
82,682,935
996,048,333
45,419,004
51,213,234,487

2018
$490,841,181
81,290,183
1,098,242,589
296,609,977
6,326,479,183
1,122,366,248
584,617,847
184,799,706
296,900,995
2,366,549,668
1,367,975,335
150,485,658
171,717,293
2,183,385,489
982,140,576
628,209,472
519,286,308
421,025,154
735,469,771
189,667,019
1,710,942,408
2,342,112,609
1,726,087,636
1,887,921,550
246,012,025
859,260,638
123,926,609
445,396,331
272,607,742
300,515,816
1,643,029,029
137,801,830
4,351,097,474
1,514,282,664
173,536,940
1,379,188,203
403,092,110
651,617,670
1,805,442,920
135,351,234
632,419,306
187,912,052
716,032,847
4,073,936,850
446,111,170
109,435,882
2,018,049,961
1,509,986,539
89,885,778
1,325,360,404
103,823,491
53,520,237,370

2019
$564,786,943
88,022,599
704,618,846
469,097,238
7,018,719,854
878,281,201
1,075,563,743
81,800,403
378,843,828
2,451,342,996
1,550,772,105
118,136,027
252,928,156
2,598,842,659
1,660,038,968
680,426,813
706,189,500
510,693,817
680,567,659
228,426,619
2,111,814,345
1,966,093,452
1,757,138,391
1,221,651,615
286,237,487
1,144,189,153
206,884,565
477,692,670
343,029,854
495,457,431
1,988,638,354
94,299,528
4,070,421,706
1,397,548,572
229,076,051
1,708,529,707
484,867,263
1,201,030,339
2,219,561,756
306,416,083
995,362,073
168,863,542
783,989,174
5,564,464,831
220,022,882
102,233,202
2,519,528,569
1,911,409,384
85,525,772
1,143,460,050
73,718,277
59,977,256,054

2020
$653,686,985
94,718,596
753,180,535
282,762,829
5,498,666,206
789,800,267
360,273,121
148,720,003
249,253,591
2,400,877,206
877,617,925
132,739,557
169,916,470
2,631,213,610
811,678,829
651,593,580
525,269,330
600,181,691
415,281,886
158,062,433
1,135,716,062
1,563,961,161
1,118,506,632
1,221,062,172
186,569,590
861,502,026
187,271,301
530,373,763
263,746,735
314,916,779
1,079,899,058
42,949,178
2,727,191,351
1,354,009,569
202,361,404
1,108,567,480
421,819,008
655,128,007
2,141,207,532
177,971,675
566,835,745
160,339,171
707,629,006
3,689,918,342
158,750,437
137,589,468
2,296,029,043
1,167,349,869
159,975,204
1,010,906,422
43,230,347
45,598,778,190

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

Dist. of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

lllinois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

u.s.

2009
$3,643
5,176
4,380
3,032
5,914
4,508
7,080
5,161
11,116
4,026
4,210
3,206
3,131
5,062
4,727
4,309
5,619
2,759
3,368
4,434
6,845
5,983
5,522
6,148
3,289
4,559
3,365
4,294
4,252
6,188
6,527
3,590
5,380
4,895
4,754
3,597
4,134
4,367
5,262
5,220
4,351
4,218
4,741
4,393
3,579
4,466
7,679
4,545
3,242
4,795
2,945
4,976

2010
$4,143
4,256
4,075
3,163
5,657
6,018
7,974
4,755
9,573
4,001
3,971
3,789
2,837
5,405
4,566
4,004
4,702
3,629
3,420
5,333
7,082
8,388
4,299
5,394
3,030
3,719
3,820
4,743
5,494
5,945
7,260
3,908
6,628
4,451
4,243
4,242
3,656
4,223
5,371
4,177
3,669
3,990
4,172
4,588
2,945
4,704
8,198
4,382
3,910
4,736
3,520
5,036

2011
$3,455
4,017
3,362
3,174
5,762
6,833
7,892
6,181
10,798
4,184
5,138
3,839
3,529
5,649
3,651
4,136
5,193
4,001
BIS56
5,034
6,668
8,070
4,430
5,914
3,386
3,876
3,747
4,958
4,672
6,357
7,587
3,074
6,831
5,077
5,896
3,691
4,016
5,120
4,776
5,678
3,987
4,308
4,243
4,609
4,080
4,944
6,631
4,803
2,098
4,333
3,811
5,090

2012
$3,861
4,592
4,817
5,231
6,496
4,850
5,929
5,453
10,572
6,024
4,659
4,777
3,206
5,280
4,616
4,479
5,023
3,651
3,353
5,307
6,308
7,730
3,856
5,811
4,039
4,191
3,284
4,303
5,070
6,225
8,908
3,457
6,275
4,620
5,365
4,487
3,144
4,801
4,654
6,319
4,964
3,903
4,443
4,204
3,735
4,728
6,942
4,479
4,263
5,047
4,673
5,285

2013
$4,062
5,021
4,468
4,331
7,047
7,429
6,824
5,536
10,891
4,901
5,746
4,427
3,981
5,129
3,507
4,870
3,649
4,235
4,077
5,497
7,277
7,229
3,796
5,757
3,577
4,122
4,306
5,838
4,113
7,300
6,215
4,530
8,145
4,854
6,410
4,206
3,638
4,285
4,442
6,232
5,100
4,484
5,578
4,778
3,734
4,967
8,625
5,347
3,784
5,622
4,291
5,562

2014
$3,830
5,919
4,751
3,845
6,391
4,908
7,091
5,401
13,704
4,930
4,852
4,837
3,802
6,304
4,082
5,962
6,706
4,059
3,682
5,722
9,028
7,276
4,939
7,193
5,274
8,710
3,709
5,004
5,165
5,091
7,022
3,123
5,933
4,712
4,718
4,525
3,775
4,309
5,220
5,509
3,914
4,842
4,441
5,372
3,832
5,148
6,873
5,000
3,973
4,786
4,312
5,562

2015
$4,603
5,791
5,182
3,717
7,298
5,885
6,781
4,680
10,580
4,314
4,899
6,115
5,066
5,779
3,805
6,325
5,058
5,489
4,748
5,997
7,625
7,124
5,467
6,355
3,690
5,897
4,845
4,104
6,216
5,854
8,320
3,710
6,869
6,140
6,479
4,557
4,543
5,198
5,835
3,776
4,921
4,717
4,469
5,646
4,547
3,900
8,897
7,931
3,728
6,877
4,424
5,972

2016
$3,962
6,816
4,614
3,591
7,216
6,670
6,774
6,021
13,273
4,525
5,707
6,850
4,414
5,668
5,093
6,013
5,526
5,324
4,772
5,305
7,832
8,202
5,378
6,141
4,060
5,866
4,411
4,994
5,697
5,168
7,996
4,162
7,661
5,972
8,071
5,178
5,247
4,415
5,861
5,207
4,792
5,390
5,580
5,266
5,154
5,723
7,498
6,576
4,242
6,121
4,177
6,034

2017
$4,220
6,170
4,564
3,325
7,965
7,030
6,959
5,440
13,086
4,983
5,349
6,892
4,351
5,534
4,265
5,732
6,000
5,450
4,431
5,702
10,953
9,933
6,376
8,192
3,342
5,981
5,036
5,207
4,387
6,610
8,211
4,284
7,861
6,287
5,655
5,443
4,982
5,534
6,359
6,391
5,376
5,864
6,077
6,362
4,428
6,964
8,496
7,984
3,044
6,097
3,113
6,572

2018
$5,293
6,391
4,975
5,224
7,336
7,168
6,979
6,470
13,516
5,201
5,588
6,382
5,064
6,582
5,863
6,994
5,937
4,671
5,529
5,537
8,854
11,446
5,612
7,497
3,883
5,544
5,063
6,715
4,470
7,364
9,269
4,825
10,729
5,407
7,713
5,430
5,479
5,010
5,460
5,312
5,404
5,733
5,491
6,156
6,603
6,068
8,497
7,864
3,832
6,907
6,011
6,679

2019
$4,538
7,173
4,562
7,551
8,595
5,799
8,975
5,336
17,437
6,152
6,248
5,063
6,498
8,383
7,920
6,104
8,868
6,257
6,307
5,083
10,634
10,917
6,272
7,978
4,552
6,218
7,557
6,819
5,373
8,629
8,637
4,071
9,162
6,747
7,927
6,506
7,307
8,646
8,780
8,321
6,878
5,201
5,644
8,159
4,185
7,260
8,292
8,270
5,584
7,298
4,355
7,602

2020
$6,015
8,630
4,829
5,215
8,317
9,253
5,296
8,566
14,208
7,168
7,132
6,249
5,415
8,531
4,917
6,777
6,463
6,894
4,362
5,696
7,623
9,202
5,834
8,157
3,784
5,918
7,751
7,982
6,457
7,577
7,344
5,286
9,145
6,865
8,811
5,255
6,482
8,106
7,532
5,392
5,835
6,201
6,631
6,104
3,765
6,730
8,726
6,059
5,599
7,321
2,907
7,058

Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A9. Child Care Expenditures as Share of Household Income

State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama 6.0% 4.2% 3.7% 3.7% 5.5% 4.8% 5.2% 4.1% 3.7% 5.5% 3.5% 5.2%
Alaska 5.3% 5.1% 3.9% 4.3% 5.5% 6.2% 5.3% 5.1% 5.0% 4.7% 6.0% 5.8%
Arizona 5.2% 4.6% 4.3% 5.8% 4.2% 5.4% 5.6% 3.6% 4.5% 3.7% 3.3% 3.5%
Arkansas 5.1% 4.7% 5.4% 6.2% 5.6% 3.9% 3.6% 4.4% 4.0% 4.9% 5.1% 5.9%
California 5.1% 5.0% 4.8% 5.4% 5.3% 4.7% 4.9% 5.1% 5.0% 4.6% 4.8% 4.5%
Colorado 4.6% 5.0% 6.3% 4.4% 6.3% 4.1% 4.2% 6.0% 5.4% 4.9% 3.4% 6.6%
Connecticut 4.8% 5.8% 5.7% 4.3% 5.1% 5.0% 5.7% 5.0% 5.4% 4.2% 4.8% 3.0%
Delaware 5.4% 5.7% 6.8% 6.8% 4.2% 4.7% 3.8% 5.4% 4.2% 5.1% 5.0% 7.0%
Dist. of Columbia 6.8% 6.4% 6.9% 5.8% 5.4% 7.9% 5.3% 6.6% 6.9% 6.6% 6.4% 5.2%
Florida 5.0% 4.8% 4.9% 6.3% 4.8% 5.3% 4.0% 4.6% 4.6% 5.4% 5.4% 6.5%
Georgia 5.2% 4.5% 7.0% 5.3% 6.3% 4.7% 5.4% 5.4% 4.8% 4.0% 4.9% 5.2%
Hawaii 3.4% 3.9% 3.4% 4.7% 4.3% 3.7% 4.6% 4.2% 4.6% 5.4% 3.0% 4.3%
Idaho 4.7% 4.4% 4.3% 4.5% 5.3% 3.2% 4.9% 5.0% 4.0% 5.6% 6.5% 4.6%
lllinois 5.4% 5.7% 5.5% 5.0% 4.8% 5.7% 4.4% 5.1% 4.2% 4.7% 5.1% 5.2%
Indiana 4.6% 4.6% 4.3% 4.9% 3.6% 4.3% 4.4% 4.2% 4.3% 5.6% 6.3% 3.5%
lowa 5.3% 5.3% 4.8% 5.5% 5.0% 7.1% 6.6% 5.7% 4.9% 6.4% 5.9% 5.8%
Kansas 5.7% 5.3% 6.6% 5.8% 4.1% 7.9% 4.7% 5.2% 4.8% 5.3% 6.8% 4.4%
Kentucky 2.9% 4.9% 5.5% 5.0% 5.0% 3.3% 5.8% 4.8% 4.5% 4.7% 5.8% 3.8%
Louisiana 4.8% 3.7% 5.5% 4.2% 3.8% 4.8% 4.5% 4.8% 4.5% 6.1% 6.8% 3.5%
Maine 5.6% 6.3% 5.1% 5.4% 5.6% 5.6% 5.0% 4.3% 5.3% 5.5% 4.2% 4.8%
Maryland 6.2% 5.9% 5.2% 5.1% 5.2% 6.2% 5.6% 4.8% 7.1% 5.8% 7.8% 4.1%
Massachusetts 4.7% 6.4% 5.9% 7.2% 4.4% 6.1% 5.3% 6.5% 5.9% 6.7% 5.3% 4.8%
Michigan 5.0% 4.8% 4.5% 4.0% 3.6% 3.9% 5.5% 4.7% 5.6% 5.2% 5.0% 4.0%
Minnesota 6.0% 5.0% 5.5% 5.8% 5.2% 6.1% 5.2% 5.0% 6.1% 5.2% 4.7% 5.5%
Mississippi 4.8% 4.3% 4.3% 5.1% 3.9% 6.6% 3.8% 4.7% 4.1% 5.3% 5.3% 4.3%
Missouri 5.3% 3.9% 5.2% 4.8% 4.3% 8.6% 6.1% 5.6% 5.5% 4.8% 5.0% 4.8%
Montana 4.9% 5.2% 4.7% 4.2% 4.3% 4.7% 5.5% 4.9% 4.0% 5.5% 7.0% 6.6%
Nebraska 5.1% 5.6% 5.2% 4.8% 6.7% 5.7% 3.7% 4.6% 5.5% 5.9% 5.5% 6.3%
Nevada 5.1% 6.2% 5.1% 6.5% 4.7% 5.4% 7.7% 7.2% 4.7% 4.6% 3.8% 5.1%
New Hampshire 5.9% 5.7% 5.5% 5.4% 6.7% 3.9% 4.5% 4.6% 5.2% 5.7% 5.8% 4.3%
New Jersey 5.4% 6.1% 5.9% 7.2% 5.3% 4.8% 6.0% 4.8% 5.5% 5.3% 4.4% 3.2%
New Mexico 5.1% 4.6% 4.3% 4.6% 4.0% 3.6% 4.9% 5.2% 5.6% 3.8% 4.1% 3.9%
New York 5.3% 6.5% 6.6% 6.4% 6.5% 5.2% 6.0% 5.4% 6.1% 7.0% 6.0% 4.7%
North Carolina 6.1% 4.7% 6.4% 5.3% 5.0% 4.4% 6.8% 5.9% 4.9% 5.3% 6.2% 5.9%
North Dakota 5.8% 5.0% 6.5% 6.3% 6.8% 5.1% 6.1% 7.8% 5.1% 5.9% 7.4% 6.4%
Ohio 3.9% 5.7% 4.8% 5.1% 5.0% 5.5% 4.7% 5.7% 5.4% 4.6% 5.0% 4.1%
Oklahoma 4.3% 5.1% 5.3% 4.5% 4.0% 3.8% 5.0% 5.1% 4.8% 5.5% 6.0% 6.9%
Oregon 5.3% 4.7% 5.7% 5.6% 5.0% 4.2% 4.6% 3.4% 4.8% 4.4% 6.9% 5.1%
Pennsylvania 5.3% 5.2% 4.5% 4.8% 4.4% 5.0% 5.1% 5.2% 4.8% 4.9% 6.0% 5.0%
Rhode Island 5.1% 4.6% 5.3% 5.8% 5.8% 4.4% 4.3% 5.7% 5.5% 3.6% 6.0% 3.6%
South Carolina 6.6% 4.7% 5.0% 6.2% 6.5% 4.9% 5.5% 3.7% 4.7% 5.2% 5.3% 4.5%
South Dakota 5.9% 5.1% 5.2% 4.7% 4.6% 4.9% 4.9% 4.1% 5.0% 5.8% 5.0% 5.3%
Tennessee 5.2% 5.7% 4.6% 5.5% 6.2% 5.6% 5.0% 4.7% 6.9% 5.8% 4.4% 6.8%
Texas 5.5% 5.2% 5.0% 5.1% 5.2% 5.4% 5.1% 4.6% 5.5% 5.6% 6.1% 4.4%
Utah 4.9% 3.9% 5.1% 4.4% 3.9% 4.5% 5.1% 5.4% 3.9% 5.2% 3.5% 2.2%
Vermont 5.4% 5.8% 5.8% 5.4% 5.3% 5.2% 4.2% 4.9% 4.7% 4.9% 7.1% 5.1%
Virginia 5.7% 7.1% 5.8% 5.0% 6.8% 5.4% 6.9% 4.9% 6.9% 5.7% 4.8% 5.3%
Washington 4.4% 4.9% 5.4% 4.5% 4.6% 5.0% 6.0% 5.4% 5.6% 4.5% 4.8% 4.0%
West Virginia 4.0% 4.6% 2.7% 5.3% 4.7% 4.7% 3.5% 4.8% 3.6% 4.5% 5.0% 4.6%
Wisconsin 5.7% 5.6% 4.9% 5.1% 5.7% 4.7% 7.0% 6.0% 5.0% 6.1% 4.3% 4.6%
Wyoming 3.4% 4.1% 4.7% 5.3% 5.3% 5.2% 4.8% 4.8% 4.0% 5.8% 4.2% 3.5%
uUs. 5.2% 5.3% 5.3% 5.4% 5.2% 5.1% 5.2% 5.0% 5.2% 5.2% 5.3% 4.7%
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Figure A10. Average Household Income of Children in Paid Care

State 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Alabama $60,432 $97,572 $93,172 $104,607 $73,687 $79,362
Alaska 97,633 82,722 102,233 107,100 91,083 95,854
Arizona 83,596 88,342 77,770 83,419 106,948 88,273
Arkansas 59,683 67,768 58,926 84,924 78,009 98,098
California 116,006 112,929 121,234 119,403 133,479 136,434
Colorado 97,529 121,426 108,327 111,319 118,552 118,629
Connecticut 148,596 138,002 138,393 139,420 133,822 141,210
Delaware 95,602 83,451 90,751 80,030 132,190 114,834
Dist. of Columbia 163,097 148,438 157,200 180,950 202,562 172,780
Florida 80,912 83,123 84,693 96,171 101,228 92,753
Georgia 81,611 88,646 72,980 88,194 91,718 103,514
Hawaii 94,526 96,767 113,908 102,597 102,790 130,616
Idaho 66,489 64,746 81,373 71,382 75,504 118,425
lllinois 93,225 94,348 103,488 104,940 105,964 110,617
Indiana 102,790 98,647 84,218 93,537 96,163 94,680
lowa 81,249 74,876 85,523 82,078 98,232 83,953
Kansas 98,848 87,979 78,762 86,645 89,263 84,363
Kentucky 95,779 74,491 73,325 73,550 84,535 122,327
Louisiana 80,449 92,782 71,387 80,179 106,743 76,542
Maine 79,592 84,739 99,021 98,580 98,526 102,416
Maryland 109,776 119,430 127,314 123,870 139,252 145,959
Massachusetts 126,937 131,545 136,191 106,891 163,704 118,341
Michigan 111,188 89,030 97,411 95,599 104,475 125,081
Minnesota 102,610 107,943 106,803 100,852 111,590 117,131
Mississippi 68,612 70,298 79,540 78,617 92,571 80,140
Missouri 86,527 96,222 73,939 86,718 95,476 100,711
Montana 69,354 73,547 79,401 79,031 100,779 79,513
Nebraska 83,980 84,993 95,104 88,901 86,954 87,156
Nevada 82,689 89,018 91,613 77,749 86,824 96,442
New Hampshire 104,904 105,103 115,142 115,889 108,839 130,931
New Jersey 120,579 119,926 128,835 123,899 117,238 145,380
New Mexico 70,540 84,070 71,544 75,131 112,921 87,397
New York 101,153 101,762 103,171 98,524 124,999 113,207
North Carolina 80,215 94,733 79,254 86,488 97,324 106,841
North Dakota 82,210 84,887 90,713 85,283 93,748 92,618
Ohio 91,820 74,281 77,036 87,920 83,644 82,729
Oklahoma 97,049 70,990 75,431 69,858 91,267 99,468
Oregon 82,470 90,450 90,015 86,372 85,680 103,504
Pennsylvania 98,727 104,163 106,815 96,686 100,431 104,015
Rhode Island 101,697 90,047 107,149 108,358 107,919 125,483
South Carolina 66,069 78,023 80,055 80,380 78,477 79,618
South Dakota 71,094 77,984 82,107 82,802 97,012 98,488
Tennessee 90,968 73,168 91,793 80,212 90,551 78,974
Texas 80,180 87,435 91,420 82,531 91,602 98,582
Utah 72,973 76,361 80,179 84,065 96,167 84,718
Vermont 83,253 80,923 85,516 87,584 94,334 99,090
Virginia 135,202 115,709 114,371 137,946 127,471 127,260
Washington 102,244 88,673 88,806 99,506 115,352 99,212
West Virginia 80,527 85,800 78,388 81,043 80,701 84,341
Wisconsin 84,847 84,017 87,628 98,511 98,298 102,568
Wyoming 85,536 85,818 80,789 87,771 81,632 82,425
u.s. 96,032 95,751 96,700 98,639 107,655 108,151

Continued
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Figure A10. (Cont) Average Household Income of Children in Paid Care

State 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Alabama $88,004 $96,675 $114,260 $96,163 $129,959 $116,046
Alaska 109,948 132,470 122,889 136,793 120,355 148,424
Arizona 92,713 127,311 101,913 135,424 136,589 136,707
Arkansas 102,787 81,701 83,352 107,361 148,143 88,920
California 148,797 142,790 160,382 160,972 178,126 185,285
Colorado 140,634 110,731 130,628 147,554 169,587 139,639
Connecticut 119,826 136,016 129,486 167,585 186,180 178,900
Delaware 123,729 111,974 128,793 127,121 106,591 121,561
Dist. of Columbia 199,373 200,443 189,211 203,459 272,005 271,570
Florida 108,012 98,371 109,281 95,683 114,867 110,310
Georgia 90,223 106,595 111,460 140,738 128,795 137,982
Hawaii 133,674 163,471 151,285 119,164 169,321 145,060
Idaho 104,387 87,432 107,682 91,170 99,717 118,880
lllinois 132,583 111,603 133,157 140,907 162,852 162,510
Indiana 85,527 121,904 100,038 105,575 125,113 141,621
lowa 95,616 105,094 117,277 108,862 103,080 116,439
Kansas 107,438 105,423 125,897 111,640 130,820 147,513
Kentucky 94,663 111,828 119,894 100,169 107,534 179,381
Louisiana 104,364 98,950 99,552 90,141 92,363 123,470
Maine 120,267 122,249 108,362 100,102 120,066 117,827
Maryland 136,322 162,351 153,944 151,811 136,000 183,831
Massachusetts 133,865 125,278 167,565 169,650 204,149 193,058
Michigan 98,704 115,549 114,814 108,076 124,451 146,939
Minnesota 122,307 122,023 135,189 144,371 169,521 147,051
Mississippi 97,343 85,558 81,858 73,813 85,236 88,987
Missouri 96,924 105,659 108,907 116,678 124,501 123,006
Montana 87,813 90,474 124,585 92,598 108,118 116,989
Nebraska 109,510 108,084 95,095 114,474 123,091 127,151
Nevada 80,534 79,467 93,413 96,155 140,677 126,335
New Hampshire 131,413 111,808 128,080 129,185 147,998 174,743
New Jersey 139,548 166,372 150,274 173,699 195,191 227,726
New Mexico 76,265 80,086 76,434 127,355 99,767 135,921
New York 115,338 140,610 128,331 153,745 153,667 193,929
North Carolina 89,845 101,786 127,767 101,609 107,995 117,243
North Dakota 106,883 103,395 110,701 130,125 106,499 138,490
Ohio 96,573 91,085 101,439 117,035 128,919 128,929
Oklahoma 90,713 102,353 102,915 100,203 122,590 94,122
Oregon 114,105 129,673 116,319 113,626 125,945 158,107
Pennsylvania 114,459 113,370 132,161 112,236 145,172 150,013
Rhode Island 87,378 90,639 115,190 146,008 138,965 151,007
South Carolina 89,138 127,897 115,313 103,362 129,500 128,643
South Dakota 96,631 131,410 116,776 98,246 103,775 116,908
Tennessee 88,535 118,108 88,202 95,097 127,199 97,178
Texas 110,975 114,297 116,398 109,757 132,753 137,715
Utah 89,646 96,184 114,278 127,616 118,874 167,784
Vermont 93,149 116,258 147,379 123,439 101,680 132,349
Virginia 129,405 152,836 123,096 148,656 173,607 165,076
Washington 131,273 122,575 142,427 176,613 173,775 150,339
West Virginia 106,941 88,637 84,776 84,422 112,328 121,197
Wisconsin 98,168 102,476 122,808 113,704 168,743 158,656
Wyoming 92,787 86,932 77,967 102,775 102,493 82,613
uU.s. 114,044 119,800 125,235 128,201 144,780 149,926
Source: IPUMS USA - University of Minnesota, U.S. Census Bureau, and RegionTrack calculations
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Glossary

Best-Fit Line

A best fit line through a scatter plot of data best expresses
the linear relationship between those points. The straight
line provides the best approximation of the relationship
between the data points. The slope of the line provides a
quantitative estimate of both the direction and magnitude
of the relationship. Best fit lines are also commonly
referred to as trendlines or linear regression lines.

Birth Rate
Measures of the birth rate reflect the number of births in a
population over time (typically one year). Commonly used
measures of the birth rate include the crude birth rate and
fertility rate.

Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC)
The Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit is a federal tax
credit available to pay for the care of eligible children and
adult dependents (qualifying persons) to enable taxpayers
to work, look for work, or attend school. The credit is
calculated based on income and covers a percentage of
expenses incurred for the care of qualifying persons. For
tax year 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
extended the credit up to $4,000 for one qualifying person
and $8,000 for two or more qualifying persons and made
the credit temporarily refundable.

Child Care Cost Burden

The child care cost burden of a household reflects
expenditures on paid child care as a percentage of
household income. This measure reflects the notion that
the cost burden of child care is best measured relative to
ability to pay. The cost burden is calculated as child care
expenditures divided by total household income. Burden
can be measured on a per child basis or for all children
in a household.

Children of Child Care Age

Children ages 14 and under are considered most likely to
participate in formal or informal child care. The group of
children of child care age is divided into two groups in the
report: younger children ages o to 4 and older children
ages 5 to 14. This definition follows the Current Population
survey which measures paid child care usage for children
ages 14 and under.

Civilian Non-Institutional Population

The civilian non-institutional population measures those
persons ages 16 and older and their children not on active
duty in the Armed Forces or residing in institutions (e.g.,
correctional institutions or long-term care facilities for
the aged).
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Cost-of-Living

Cost of living reflects differing prices across geographic
areas for a range of typical living expenses including
housing, food, energy, and other items. Measures of the
cost of living are often used to compare how costly it is
to live in one geographic area versus another. Cost of
living adjustments are made in the report using state-
level regional price parity (RPP) indexes produced by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) along with the
national implicit price deflator to adjust for national price
changes over time.

Crude Birth Rate
The crude birth rate is the number of births per 1,000
population in a geographic area.

Current Population Survey (CPS)

The Current Population Survey, also commonly referred
to as the household survey, is a sample-based monthly
survey of about 60,000 eligible households. It provides
a comprehensive body of data on the U.S. labor force by
demographic and labor force characteristics.

Current Population Survey (CPS) Annual Social
and Economic Supplement (ASEC)

A widely used supplement to the Current Population
Survey is the Annual Social and Economic Supplement
(ASEC) conducted by the Census Bureau every February,
March, and April. The supplement collects data on health
insurance coverage, work experience, income from all
sources, receipt of noncash benefits, poverty, migration,
geographic mobility, and other special topics. The CPS
ASEC also collects data on the number of children in paid
child care and the expenditures of households and families
using paid care. Use of the ASEC requires a tradeoff from
monthly to annual data but provides a broader sample and
larger universe than the basic CPS.

Educational Attainment

Educational attainment refers to the highest level of
education that an individual has completed. Attainment
is often measured using the number of years of education
completed, especially when used to describe the average
attainment across the population of a geographic region.
Attainment is distinct from the level of schooling that an
individual is attending currently.

Elasticity

Elasticity is an economic concept used to measure the
percentage change of one economic variable in response
to a change in another. The response is deemed elastic (or
highly responsive) if the resulting change in a variable is
more than proportional to the initial change and inelastic
(or not highly responsive) if less than proportional.
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Employment-Population Ratio

The employment-population ratio (or employment ratio)
is a measure of labor force attachment that measures the
share of the population activity employed. The ratio is
calculated as the number of employed workers divided by
the civilian noninstitutional population. The employment
ratio does not consider unemployed workers as attached
to the labor force. As a result, the employment ratio is far
more volatile than the labor force participation rate across
the economic cycle.

Family

A family is defined in the Current Population Survey (CPS)
as a group of related individuals who are all members of
the same household. Multiple families can be domiciled
within the same household.

Female Labor Force Participation Rate
The female labor force participation rate measures the rate
of participation of women in the labor force.

Fertility Rate
The fertility rate is the number of births per 1,000 women
ages 15 to 44 in a geographic area.

Great Recession

The Great Recession refers to the steep decline in
economic activity associated with the U.S. recession
lasting from December 2007 to June 2009, as well as
downturns in national economies globally. It is the
longest recession in the post-World War II period and
generally considered the most significant economic
downturn since the Great Depression.

Household

Survey data from the Current Population Survey (CPS)
Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC) are
organized using samples of households or dwellings.
A household is defined as all persons who occupy

a single dwelling unit. A dwelling unit is a room or
group of rooms intended for occupation as separate
living quarters and having either a separate entrance
or complete cooking facilities for the exclusive use of
the occupants. In a small percentage of cases, multiple
family units occupy a household.

Household Income

Household income represents all combined forms of gross
income, both earned and unearned, for all members of a
household ages 15 and over.

IPUMS-CPS

IPUMS provides census and survey data from around

the world integrated across time and space. IPUMS
integration and documentation makes it easy to study
change, conduct comparative research, merge information
across data types, and analyze individuals within family

and community context. Data and services are available
free of charge. IPUMS CPS harmonizes microdata from
the monthly U.S. labor force survey and the Current
Population Survey (CPS), covering the period 1962 to
the present. Data include demographic information,
rich employment data, program participation and
supplemental data on topics such as fertility, tobacco
use, volunteer activities, voter registration, computer
and internet use, food security, and more. IPUMS-CPS,
University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org.

Labor Force

The labor force includes all persons in the civilian
noninstitutional population classified as either employed
or unemployed. The labor force does not change as
individuals move from employment to unemployment, and
vice versa. The labor force changes only when new entrants
enter the labor force or existing participants exit.

Labor Force Attachment

Labor force attachment is a general economic term
referring to a person’s status as a participant in the
labor force. Persons attached to the labor force include
those either employed or unemployed. Those who are
unattached do not participate in the labor force. The two
most widely used measures of the degree of labor force
attachment for the population of a geographic area are
the labor force participation rate and the employment-
population ratio.

Labor Force Participation Rate

The labor force participation rate is the most widely

cited measure of labor force attachment and is

calculated as persons in the labor force (either employed
or unemployed) divided by population (civilian
noninstitutional) ages 16 and over. In other words, it
captures the percentage of the population of a geographic
area that is either employed or looking for work. The
inclusion of the unemployed is the key characteristic of the
participation rate versus the employment-population ratio,
another popular measure of labor force attachment.

Labor Force Status

Labor force status measures the degree of labor force
attachment for persons ages 15 years and older. Persons
are generally classified as either in the labor force or
not in the labor force. Those in the labor force are
further classified as either employed or unemployed.
Many persons are not in the labor force due to school,
retirement, health, personal choice, and other factors.
Members of the Armed Forces are excluded from most
measures of work status.

Maternal Labor Force Participation
Maternal labor force participation refers to the labor force
participation of women with children.



Median Household Income

For households, the median income represents the level
of household income where half the households in a
geographic region (including those with no income) earn
more and half earn less. Median household income is also
referred to as the midpoint of the income distribution or
the 50th percentile of household income.

Outlier

An outlier is an observation or data point that differs
significantly from others in the same sample. Outliers

can be due to measurement error or may simply reflect
unusual and unexpected behavior among the observations
in the sample. Outliers are sometimes excluded from the
data set to gauge the sensitiv ity of any statistical findings
to the presence of the outlier(s).

Paid Child Care

Paid child care is defined in the report as any form of

child care arrangement for a child ages 0 to 14 for which a
parent makes a direct expenditure on care to enable them
to work. This follows the definition of paid child care used
in the Current Population Survey (CPS). Paid options can
include both formal and informal care arrangements such
as neighbors or friends, which may or may not be regulated
by states.

Per Capita Income

Per capita income measures the amount of income earned
per person in a geographic region. Per capita income is
commonly used as a measure of standard of living of the
population in a region.

Personal Income

Personal income includes all forms of income that persons
receive in return for their provision of labor, land, and
capital used in current production and the net current
transfer payments that they receive from business and
from government.

Prime Working Age Women (ages 25-54)

Women of prime working age are those ages 25 to 54 who
actively participate in the labor force. These women are
more likely to participate in the labor force than younger
and older women and have likely completed pre-career
education and training.

Public Preschool Education

Public preschool includes a range of publicly funded

early childhood education programs accessed by children
before they begin compulsory education at the primary
school level. Public pre-kindergarten (or Pre-K) programs
are commonly available to children ages 4 to 5 in many
states (i.e., 5-year-old children not yet enrolled in public
kindergarten). In some states, public preschool also serves
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3-year-old children. Publicly funded preschool could be
located in a school or in a mixed delivery setting such as
child care centers and family child care homes depending
upon state or local school district decisions.

Quartile

A quartile is a statistical tool used for summarizing data
by dividing the observations into four groups that are
more-or-less of equal size. Data is often ranked along
some measure of the value of the underlying data and then
assigned to quartiles. As with other forms of quantiles
(e.g., terciles, quintiles, deciles, etc.), quartiles provide

a convenient means of comparing data across grouped
intervals.

Real Personal Income

Personal income calculated at its nominal, or current,
value and then adjusted for the effects of inflation over
time is deemed real personal income. At the state level,
an additional adjustment is made to nominal personal
income to reflect state-level differences in cost-of-living
when calculating real personal income. The cost-of-living
adjustments are made using Regional Price Parity (RPP)
indexes developed by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Subsidies and Cost Offsets

Several federal and state subsidies, tax credits, and other
forms of cost offsets are available to assist families in
meeting the cost of paid child care. Subsidies and offsets
examined in the report include those provided through the
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF), the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant, and the
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC).

Unpaid Child Care

Some families may use unpaid child care, which reflects
time children spend out-of-the-home. However, for
purposes of this report, only the use of paid child care was
reviewed. The report compares the average income of
families with children age 14 and younger that use paid
child care compared to families with children of the same
age that do not use paid child care. The same analysis is
also included for families with children under age 5 that
use paid care compared to families with children under age
5 that do not use paid care.

Women of Working and Childbearing Age

(ages 18-54)

The population of women ages 18 to 54 are of both
working age and childbearing age. These women are the
most likely to use paid child care services for children
ages 0 to 14. This measure captures a broader group of
women than prime working age women (ages 25-54) by
including younger women ages 18-24 who are typically of
childbearing age.
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

BLS

BEA

CCDF

CDCTC

CED

CPS

CPS ASEC

ECPP

HHS

IPUMS-CPS

IRS

NIEER

RPP

SIPP

SPM

TANF

Bureau of Labor Statistics

Bureau of Economic Analysis

Child Care and Development Fund

Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit

Committee for Economic Development of The Conference Board
Current Population Survey

Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement
Education Early Childhood Program Participation

US. Department of Health and Human Services

IPUMS-Current Population Survey

Internal Revenue Service

National Institute for Early Education Research

Regional Price Parity

Survey on Income and Program Participation

Supplemental Poverty Measure

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
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Endnotes

1 The Survey Design and Methodological Technical Paper for
the Current Population Survey is online at: https://www2.
census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/methodology/CPS-
Tech-Paper-77.pdf

2 IPUMS-CPS is available online at: https://cps.ipums.org/
cps/

3 For more details on the methodology change, see: https://
www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/income/guidance/
cps-methodology-changes.html. We use an average of the
two panels for all data in 2014.

4 Census suggests that statistical comparisons of state
estimates across years are possible if cross-year correlations
are accounted for. However, all model-based estimates for
states and counties produced by Census from ASEC data
are correlated because they are derived from the same
regression coefficients. State totals are also controlled
to national totals, which creates additional correlation.
Usual approaches recommended by Census for making
comparisons between two or more states are not sufficient
for hypothesis testing. Census reports that the correlations
are small on average (generally less than 5%) but can vary
from near zero to above 30%. Census provides no general
guidance for comparing arbitrary pairs of states. For more
details, see: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
saipe/guidance/cautions.html

5 Measured on a year-over-year basis using the Current
Employment Statistics (CES) survey administered by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. See: https://www.bls.gov/sae/

6 Births: Provisional Data for 2020. See: https://www.cdc.
gov/nchs/data/vsrr/vsrro12-508.pdf

7 Top coding of reported income is a well-known problem
in the CPS. Responses for most income items are top
coded to a catch-all category for high reported values. This
understates the income of high-income respondents and
results in averages derived from the CPS income data that
understate the true average. The exact size of the effect of
CPS top coding of income data on the differences in income
across states is unknown. It is generally of greatest concern
when studying inequality or examining the top percentiles
of income recipients. We make no effort to adjust the CPS
income data to correct for the effects of top coding. Our
estimates of average income used in calculating the child
care expenditure share of income are slightly lower than if
using corrected values. This produces estimates of income
share that are slightly higher than actual. For a more
detailed discussion of the CPS income top coding issue, see:
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2009/08/art1full.pdf and
https://cps.ipums.org/cps/topcodes_tables.shtml

8 Herbst does not specify the definition of income used in
forming historical cost share estimates.

9 See Child Care in State Economies — 2019 Update: https://
www.ced.org/childcareimpact
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The Congressional Budget Office traditionally uses adults
ages 20 years and older to study income and work. See:
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R44705/6

For more details on the SPM methodology, see: https://
www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/supplemental-
poverty-measure.html

See: https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/real-
personal-income-states-and-metropolitan-areas

We follow the approach used by United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) in forming comparative measures of education
across countries. Average years of schooling is calculated
using a weighted average of the population within each
state across the major categories of educational attainment
as tabulated by the U.S. Census Bureau. The four categories
of educational attainment used and the respective weights
for each group are as follows: less than a high school
completer (8 years), high school completer (12 years),
beyond high school but less than a bachelor’s degree (14
years), and a bachelor’s degree or higher (17 years).

Approximately one-third of respondents to the 2019 NHES-
ECPP survey reported cost as the main reason for difficulty
finding child care or preschool programs. https://nces.
ed.gov/nhes/data/2019/ecpp/cbook_ecpp_pu.pdf

NACCRA or Child Care Aware reference
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sipp.html

The Survey on Income and Program Participation (SIPP)
uses a state-based survey design that is only suitable for
state-level analysis of child care costs in certain states due
to sample size concerns. An additional limitation with

SIPP data is the infrequent intervals over which the survey
is conducted. The U.S. Department of Education Early
Childhood Program Participation (ECPP) survey does not
provide a continuous data set and focuses only on children
age 6 and under who are not yet enrolled in kindergarten.
The survey was conducted in 2019, 2016, 2012, 2007,
2005, 2003, 2001, 1999, 1996, 1995, 1993, and 1991 but not
annually. The Child Care Aware of America (CCA0A) data is
not uniform and does not contain a means to calculate data
on actual household or per child expenditures.

Tekin, E. (2005). Child care subsidy receipt, employment,
and child care choices of single mothers. Economics
Letters, 89, 1-6.

The results are not highly sensitive to the use of personal
income per capita as the income measure.

The District of Columbia is excluded due to a lack of
correspondence between the location of care and the
residence of parents. The District has a reported share of
preschoolers exceeding 100% in 2020.
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