
Labor Force Participation by Women in the U.S.

In 2021, the gap between the labor force participation rate of 
mothers with a bachelor’s degree or higher and mothers with less 
than a high school education is 33.4 percentage points.
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In 2021, the labor force participation rate for families  
with income of $100,000 or more is more than double the rate  
for families with income under $25,000. 
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Women from Higher Income Families

In 2021, the labor force participation rate for 
unmarried mothers is greater than that for  
married mothers.
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In 2021, among women ages 18-54, mothers with children ages 5-14  
are the group with the highest labor force participation rate. 

Youngest  
child 0-14 70.7%

All females 72.9%

No child 73.5%

Women with Children

Women with 
no children

The number of moms 
with kids is shrinking  
and the number of 

women with no kids is 
growing.

DOWN 
9.3%

DOWN 
11.3%

UP 
13.5%

Women with  
a child  

under age 15
Women with  

a child  
under age 5

Since 2007,  
among women ages 18-54

In 2021, Black women participated in the labor force at a higher rate 
than all women, White women, Hispanic women, and Asian women.
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The workforce overall remains 
more than 60% White. 

Black women as a group  
participate at the highest rate,  

but they are a small share  
of all women.
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The use of paid care is most 
closely associated with the 

labor force participation  
of mothers.

74.4%Youngest child 5-14

Youngest  
child 0-4 65.9%

|
|

|60%

55%

50%

|
|

|70%

65%

60%


