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IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig in

sisted th
at th

e 
p

eople’s h
ig

h
 sch

ool sh
ou

ld be exam
-

free. P
eople w

ant to learn
 an

d u
n

der-
stan

d
. W

ith
ou

t a stick or a carrot. A
n

d 
w

e are on
ly free to th

in
k freely w

h
en

 
w

e do n
ot h

ave to w
aste tim

e an
d 

en
erg

y on
 g

u
essin

g w
h

at th
e teach

er 
w

an
ts u

s to say.

T
h

ere is n
o exam

 for life.

Is th
is tru

e?

If so, h
ow

 do w
e fin

d ou
t 

w
h

at is im
portant?

  

H
ow

 sh
ou

ld w
e sh

ow
 con

sideration
 

for th
e d

iff
erent relig

ion
s an

d v
iew

s 
on

 life in
 th

e pu
blic space?

  

IN
F

O
: In

 1827 G
ru

n
dtv

ig received a 
letter from

 a 70
-year-old m

an
 w

h
o 

w
as goin

g ou
t of h

is m
in

d over th
e 

qu
arrels on

 relig
ion

 in
 h

is h
om

e. H
e 

w
as u

n
der obligation

 to h
is lan

d
lord 

to say prayers every m
orn

in
g an

d 
even

in
g, bu

t h
e lived in

 a h
ou

se w
ith

 
ch

ild
ren

 from
 d

iff
eren

t m
arriages 

an
d th

ere w
as n

o ag
reem

en
t as to h

ow
 

oft
en

 or w
h

at form
 th

e prayers sh
ou

ld 
take. W

h
at w

as h
e to do? G

ru
n

dtv
ig 

adv
ised th

e m
an

 to con
tin

u
e to say 

prayers w
ith

 th
ose w

h
o w

ish
ed

; th
ose 

w
h

o d
id n

ot, cou
ld say prayers in

 
an

oth
er room

 th
e w

ay th
ey w

an
ted

. 
O

r n
ot, if th

ey so w
ish

ed
. Ju

st so lon
g 

as th
ey d

id n
ot both

er everyon
e else.  

“For th
e h

eart, life is sim
ple. It beats 

as lon
g as it can

. T
h

en
 it stops.”

(K
arl O

ve K
n

au
sgård

, w
riter)  

O
u

tside th
at m

u
scle of th

e h
eart, life 

is m
ore com

plicated
.

S
o…

w
h

y are w
e h

ere?
  

IN
F

O
: “C

larity is th
e goal, n

ot th
e 

pilg
rim

’s staff
,” w

rote G
ru

n
dtv

ig. In
 

oth
er w

ord
s, w

e sh
ou

ld try to u
n

der-
stan

d th
e m

ystery of life. B
u

t w
e are 

on
 th

e w
ron

g track
, if w

e are look
in

g 
for sim

ple an
sw

ers an
d easy solu

tion
s. 

D
ebatin

g cards 
from

 G
ru

ndtv
ig 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

n
dtv

ig (178
3-18

72) is perh
aps 

th
e m

ost in
flu

en
tial person

 in
 D

an
ish

 
h

istory, an
d h

e is oft
en

 referred to as ‘th
e 

m
an

 w
h

o form
ed D

en
m

ark
’ as a free, stable, 

an
d en

ligh
ten

ed dem
ocratic society. T

h
ese 

card
s are in

ten
ded to in

itiate open
 talk

s 
abou

t freedom
, dem

ocracy, iden
tity, faith

, 
love, edu

cation
, every

th
in

g in
 betw

een
 – an

d 
m

ore. T
h

ey are based on
 som

e of G
ru

n
dtv

ig
’s 

th
ou

gh
ts bu

t deal w
ith

 qu
estion

s con
cer -

n
in

g ou
r presen

t. 

H
O

W
 T

O
: 

• Form
 g

rou
ps of 3-4

 person
s

• T
ake tu

rn
s d

raw
in

g a card
• R

ead th
e card ou

t lou
d an

d open
 th

e debate
• K

eep goin
g as lon

g as th
ere is som

eth
in

g to  
 

talk abou
t. M

ove on
 to th

e n
ex

t card

P
u

blish
ed by G

ru
n

dtv
igsk Foru

m
 20

23
w

w
w

.g
ru

n
dtv

igsk
foru

m
.d

k

If th
ere is n

o freedom
, th

ere can
 be 

n
o h

on
esty. A

n
d if th

ere is n
o h

on
e-

sty, w
e can

n
ot d

iscover th
e tru

th
.

In
 w

h
at circu

m
stan

ces is it d
iffi

cu
lt 

to be h
on

est?

  

IN
F

O
: W

h
ile h

im
self bein

g a 
C

h
ristian

 pastor, G
ru

n
dtv

ig fou
g

h
t 

for th
e D

an
ish

 Jew
s to h

ave th
e rig

h
t 

to vote. It w
as for h

im
 a frig

h
ten

in
g 

th
ou

g
h

t th
at th

e Jew
s sh

ou
ld con

vert 
to C

h
ristian

ity sim
ply in

 order to get 
th

e fran
ch

ise. T
h

at w
ou

ld be d
ish

o-
n

est. T
h

e u
se of force in

 relig
iou

s 
m

atters m
ade liars of p

eople. 

“T
h

e C
h

u
rch

 ex
ists for th

e people 
an

d n
ot th

e people for th
e C

h
u

rch
.” 

(G
ru

n
dtv

ig)

H
ow

 does th
e C

h
u

rch
 ‘exist’ 

for you? (if it does)

H
ow

 does th
e C

h
u

rch
 ‘exist’ 

for oth
ers?  

  

H
ow

 do w
e ch

oose w
ith

 ‘th
e h

eart’?

A
n

d h
ow

 does ‘th
e h

eart’ learn
 to 

ch
oose right?

  

IN
F

O
: L

ove an
d fallin

g in
 love are n

ot 
th

e sam
e th

in
g, says D

an
ish

 P
rofes-

sor of P
sych

olog
y S

ven
d B

rin
k

m
an

n
. 

W
e sh

ou
ld th

erefore n
ot ex

p
ect, 

eith
er of ou

rselves or ou
r partn

er, 
th

at w
e can

 be m
ad

ly in
 love all life 

th
rou

g
h

. G
ru

n
dtv

ig m
arried th

ree 
tim

es an
d fell in

 love on
 oth

er occa-
sion

s. H
e u

n
derlin

ed th
at w

e h
ave 

reason
, im

ag
in

ation
, an

d feelin
gs. 

F
eelin

gs are a liv
in

g part of a liv
in

g 
p

erson
. W

h
at w

ou
ld G

ru
n

dtv
ig an

d 
B

rin
k

m
an

n
 h

ave said to on
e an

oth
er?  

O
n

e ch
ild in

 tw
o (in

 D
en

m
ark) h

as 
n

ever seen
 a h

edgeh
og, alth

ou
gh

 
th

ey are qu
ite com

m
on

.

H
ow

 do w
e gain

 a relation
sh

ip 
w

ith
 n

atu
re?

W
h

at does n
atu

re m
ean

 to you?
   

IN
F

O
: “T

h
e forest leaves are fad

in
g 

fast,” w
rote G

ru
n

dtv
ig, bu

t are th
ey

? 
G

ru
n

dtv
ig u

sed m
an

y im
ages from

 
n

atu
re in

 h
is h

y
m

n
s an

d son
gs – 

esp
ecially bird

s an
d trees. B

u
t th

ey 
are oft

en
 m

etaph
ors for som

eth
in

g 
else, su

ch
 as h

u
m

an
 lan

g
u

age or 
G

od’s S
pirit. H

e d
id n

ot h
ave a par-

ticu
larly close relation

 to n
atu

re an
d 

m
an

aged to live in
 22 d

iff
eren

t h
om

es 
in

 C
op

en
h

agen
.
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“W
e w

on
 th

e election
. T

h
e election

 
resu

lt is a frau
d!”  (T

ru
m

p su
pporter 

du
rin

g th
e storm

in
g of C

on
g

ress on
 

6
 Jan

u
ary 20

21)

C
an

 on
e be too stu

pid for dem
ocra-

cy
?

W
h

at does it dem
an

d of u
s to be 

citizen
s of a dem

ocracy
?   

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig d

id n
ot d

istin
g

u
-

ish
 betw

een
 th

e elite an
d th

e p
eople. 

In
stead

, h
e d

istin
g

u
ish

ed betw
een

 
bein

g ‘com
m

on
 p

eople’ w
h

o m
ay be 

ig
n

oran
t an

d ‘con
sciou

s m
em

bers 
of a p

eople’ w
h

o are edu
cated

. T
o be 

con
sciou

s of ou
rselves w

e all h
ave to 

get u
p on

 ou
r toes.

L
ife m

atters. G
ru

n
dtv

ig criticised 
h

is contem
porary pastors w

h
o 

believed th
at faith

 h
ad m

ore to do 
w

ith
 life aft

er death
 th

an
 before it. 

T
h

ey u
n

dervalu
ed h

u
m

an
 life w

h
en

 
th

ey praised ‘th
e blessin

gs of death
’ 

an
d ‘th

e blessed corpse’. 

W
h

at is faith
 all abou

t?
  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig w

as a pastor an
d 

a h
y

m
n

w
riter, w

h
o w

rote ca. 1,6
0

0
 

h
y

m
n

s an
d son

gs.

W
h

en
 w

e allow
 th

e sam
e freedom

 to 
ig

n
orant an

d d
an

gerou
s people as w

e 
do to ou

rselves, w
e are tru

stin
g th

at 
in

 spite of every
th

in
g, all w

ill 
be w

ell.

W
h

at do you
 th

in
k of th

e fu
tu

re 
of ‘free society

’?

H
ow

 far do you
 tru

st th
at ‘all w

ill 
be w

ell’?
  

IN
F

O
: “Y

ou
 are n

ot free, u
n

less you
 

allow
 you

r n
eig

h
bou

r to be free,” 
w

rote G
ru

n
dtv

ig. H
e believed th

at 
it w

as best to allow
 oth

ers freedom
, 

even
 th

ou
g

h
 freedom

 can
 also be 

d
an

gerou
s. H

is optim
ism

 rested on
 

h
is tru

st in
 G

od
.

“S
om

etim
es I th

in
k

, w
h

ich
 m

in
ority 

w
ill I be blam

ed for h
av

in
g over- 

looked tom
orrow

?” (Joan
, 72)

W
h

at do all people h
ave in

 com
m

on?

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig w

as very con
cern

ed 
abou

t w
h

at w
as ‘sp

ecifically D
an

ish
’ 

– yet also abou
t w

h
at w

as ‘sp
ecifical-

ly h
u

m
an

’. H
e believed th

at all p
eople, 

w
h

atever th
eir orig

in
 an

d faith
, are 

created in
 G

od’s im
age an

d are th
ere-

fore in
vested w

ith
 a sp

ecial d
ig

n
ity. 

“M
an

 is a d
iv

in
e ex

p
erim

en
t of spirit 

an
d du

st,” h
e w

rote.

H
ow

 are you
 con

n
ected to people 

w
h

o h
ave lived before you?

W
h

at h
ave you

 in
h

erited?

W
h

at w
ill you

 pass on? 

  

IN
F

O
: W

h
en

 w
e look at a cell th

rou
g

h
 

a m
icroscop

e, w
e zoom

 in
 on

 a m
in

u
te 

part of th
e w

orld an
d strip aw

ay every-
th

in
g else. In

 th
is w

ay scien
ce h

as m
ade 

en
orm

ou
s d

iscoveries. B
u

t th
ere is 

an
oth

er w
ay of look

in
g at th

in
gs an

d 
seein

g relation
s an

d coh
eren

ce. 
G

ru
n

dtv
ig called th

is ‘In
sig

h
t’.

“I ju
st feel th

at econ
om

ics an
d people 

are tw
o d

iff
erent th

in
gs.” (P

eter, 
32

, an
 in

vestor w
h

o does n
ot see a 

problem
 in

 in
vestin

g in
 th

e w
eapon

s 
in

du
stry, w

h
erever th

ey m
ay en

d u
p)

W
h

at lin
k

s th
e variou

s field
s of 

h
u

m
an

 life?

W
h

at qu
estion

s keep recu
rrin

g in
 

all field
s of life?

W
h

ich
 field

s of life do w
e n

eed to 
keep separated? A

n
d w

h
y

?

  
IN

F
O

: N
o on

e is in
 th

e sam
e leag

u
e 

as G
ru

n
dtv

ig w
h

en
 it com

es to 
g

rapplin
g w

ith
 edu

cation
al, poetical, 

th
eolog

ical, political, ph
ilosoph

ical 
an

d ex
isten

tial th
in

k
in

g an
d lin

k
in

g 
th

em
 all togeth

er.

“B
lah

, blah
, blah

…
”

W
h

at m
akes a m

eetin
g betw

een
 

people an
d ideas fru

itfu
l?

W
h

at is you
r defin

ition
 of 

‘dead interaction
’?

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig spoke of “liv

in
g 

in
teraction

”, m
ean

in
g con

versation
 

betw
een

 p
eople or betw

een
 th

e variou
s 

field
s of life, su

ch
 as faith

, learn
in

g, 
art an

d politics.

“T
h

e fact th
at m

an
 is capable of 

action
 m

ean
s th

at th
e u

n
expected 

can
 be expected from

 h
im

,” said 
ph

ilosoph
er H

an
n

ah
 A

ren
dt. 

H
ow

 far do you
 th

in
k th

e fu
tu

re 
is ‘open

’?
  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig called h

u
m

an
 life 

“h
istorical-poetic”. T

h
e w

ord 
‘poetry

’ com
es from

 th
e G

reek w
ord 

for to create, to act. H
u

m
an

 bein
gs 

are n
ot ju

st copies of on
e an

oth
er or a 

produ
ct of ou

r gen
es an

d u
pbrin

g
in

g. 
W

e are also free to act. H
istory is th

e 
n

arrative of actin
g people – people 

w
h

o d
id n

ot alw
ays k

n
ow

 w
h

at th
ey 

h
ad set in

 m
otion

. 
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W
h

o ow
n

s ou
r ch

ild
ren? T

h
e state 

or th
eir parents?

W
h

o sh
ou

ld teach
 u

s to be 
good parents?

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig fou

g
h

t for freedom
 of 

u
pbrin

g
in

g. H
e su

pported th
e idea of 

‘free sch
ools’, w

h
ich

 g
u

aran
teed paren

ts 
th

e rig
h

t to establish
 th

eir ow
n

 sch
ools, 

based on
 th

e valu
es th

at th
ey w

ish
ed to 

pass on
.

“I learn
ed th

en
, poor sin

n
er,

in
 m

idw
inter’s cell

th
at light w

ith
ou

t h
eat is

a torm
ent of H

ell.”
(G

ru
n

dtv
ig)

W
h

en
 does som

eth
in

g th
at w

as 
orig

in
ally w

ell-inten
ded do m

ore 
h

arm
 th

an
 good?

   

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig w

rote abou
t w

h
at 

en
gaged h

is atten
tion

: abou
t th

e in
-

n
er an

d ou
ter stru

g
g

le betw
een

 lig
h

t 
an

d d
ark

n
ess, abou

t m
y

th
s, h

istory, 
an

d C
h

ristian
ity. In

 1824
 h

e w
rote a 

3
12-stan

za poem
 called N

ew
 Y

ear’s 
M

orn
in

g, w
h

ere h
e ex

plored h
ow

 
h

u
m

an
 life can

n
ot be ex

plain
ed by 

reason
 alon

e bu
t m

u
st be lived w

ith
 

th
e h

eart, an
d th

erefore op
en

 to life 
an

d feelin
gs.

“W
e m

u
st approach

 book
s n

ot as 
book

w
orm

s th
at live off

 corpses an
d 

carrion
, bu

t as liv
in

g people w
h

o 
seek to learn

 from
 book

s w
h

at w
e 

can
n

ot tell ou
rselves.” (G

ru
n

dtv
ig)

W
h

at is th
e d

iff
eren

ce betw
een

 bein
g 

‘k
n

ow
ledgeable’ an

d bein
g ‘w

ise’?

W
h

en
 d

id you
 last learn

 
som

eth
in

g n
ew

? 

  
IN

F
O

: G
ru

n
dtv

ig is on
e of th

e m
ost 

im
portan

t th
in

kers beh
in

d th
e D

an
ish

 
people’s h

igh
 sch

ools. T
h

ese are 3-to-
6

-m
on

th
 fee-pay

in
g board

in
g sch

ools 
for post 18

-year-old
s w

ith
 n

o en
try 

requ
irem

en
ts, n

o fixed cu
rricu

lu
m

, 
n

o exam
s an

d n
o g

rades. S
tu

den
ts can

 
freely ch

oose from
 a w

ide variety of 
d

iff
eren

t su
bjects an

d classes. T
h

e 
people’s h

igh
 sch

ools off
er cu

ltu
ral 

edu
cation

.

“I read an
d read for on

e exam
 aft

er 
an

oth
er an

d ju
st w

ish
ed th

at it w
as 

all over, w
ith

ou
t k

n
ow

in
g, w

h
at 

n
ex

t?” (G
ru

n
dtv

ig)

W
h

at are th
e th

ree best arg
u

m
ents 

for en
d

in
g secon

d
ary an

d tertiary 
edu

cation
 w

ith
 an

 exam
?

W
h

at arg
u

m
ents can

 be brou
ght 

again
st th

is?

  

I w
ill vote at every election

.
I w

ill express m
y opin

ion
.

I w
ill take part in

 th
e w

ork of 
association

s.
I w

ill take part in
 pu

blic m
eetin

gs.
I w

ill take part in
 debates on

 th
e 

intern
et.

W
h

at w
ou

ld you
 do if you

 h
ad a 

good idea for a solu
tion

 to a problem
 

at sch
ool/at w

ork
/in

 you
r 

association
/in

 you
r tow

n
 or v

illage/
in

 parliam
ent?  

  

“Y
ou

 don
’t d

iscover libraries u
ntil 

th
ey

’re n
o lon

ger th
ere.”

(E
d

ith
 A

ller, sen
ior lectu

rer – in
 

con
n

ection
 w

ith
 fu

n
d

in
g cu

ts)

W
h

at do you
 get from

:

G
oogle?

F
acebook

?
W

ik
iped

ia?
P

u
blic libraries?

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig w

as in
d

irectly 
respon

sible for a n
u

m
ber of D

an
ish

 
w

ord
s beg

in
n

in
g w

ith
 folk

, m
ean

in
g 

‘pu
blic’ or ‘p

eople’s: pu
blic libraries, 

pu
blic in

form
ation

, pu
blic debate, 

or p
eople’s h

ig
h

 sch
ools, th

e p
eople’s 

ch
u

rch
, th

e p
eople’s parliam

en
t.

I can
 order a pizza in

 Italian
.

I can
 go to a con

feren
ce in

 E
n

glish
.

I can
 w

rite a son
g in

 D
an

ish
.

(S
an

n
e, 4

2
, D

an
ish

)

W
h

y sh
ou

ld im
m

ig
rants also 

contin
u

e to speak th
eir ow

n
 

lan
g

u
age?

W
h

at do w
e learn

 from
 stru

g
glin

g 
to learn

 a foreig
n

 lan
g

u
age?  

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig called h

is 
m

oth
er-ton

g
u

e “th
e lan

g
u

age of th
e 

h
eart”. H

e k
n

ew
 H

ebrew
, L

atin
, 

A
n

cien
t G

reek
, O

ld Icelan
d

ic, O
ld 

E
n

g
lish

, G
erm

an
, N

orw
eg

ian
, 

S
w

ed
ish

, an
d E

n
g

lish
 – bu

t D
an

ish
 

w
as th

e lan
g

u
age of h

is h
eart.

“W
h

en
 w

e sin
g T

h
e N

ation
al 

A
nth

em
, I feel th

at w
e are all 

togeth
er.” (P

eter, 4
6

)
“W

h
en

 w
e sin

g T
h

e N
ation

al 
A

nth
em

, I feel exclu
ded

.” (S
am

ar, 23)

W
h

y is it im
portant to h

ave an
 idea 

of a com
m

on
 cu

ltu
re, even

 if it 
doesn

’t reflect everyon
e?

W
h

at w
ou

ld be m
issin

g if n
o su

ch
 

idea ex
isted?

H
ow

 do w
e m

ake su
re th

at th
e 

com
m

on
 cu

ltu
re is an

 open
 cu

ltu
re?

  
IN

F
O

: T
od

ay ’bein
g D

an
ish

’ is a m
u

ch-
d

iscu
ssed su

bject, bu
t in G

ru
n

dtv
ig

’s d
ay 

it w
as fairly n

ew
 to th

in
k of you

rself as a 
‘D

an
e’ or a ‘G

erm
an

’. G
ru

n
dtv

ig h
elped to 

create th
e idea of a D

an
ish n

ation
al iden-

tity. H
e realised th

at it w
as im

portant 
th

at society w
as a k

in
d of com

m
u

n
ity, 

w
h

ile at th
e sam

e tim
e bein

g free.



D
ebatin

g cards from
 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

ndtv
ig

 

D
ebatin

g cards from
 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

ndtv
ig

 
D

ebatin
g cards from

 
N

.F.S
. G

ru
ndtv

ig
 

D
ebatin

g cards from
 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

ndtv
ig

 
D

ebatin
g cards from

 
N

.F.S
. G

ru
ndtv

ig
 

D
ebatin

g cards from
 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

ndtv
ig

 
D

ebatin
g cards from

 
N

.F.S
. G

ru
ndtv

ig
 

D
ebatin

g cards from
 

N
.F.S

. G
ru

ndtv
ig

 



W
h

at is w
om

en
’s liberation

 
abou

t today
? 

  

IN
F

O
: T

h
e bou

rgoisie of C
op

en
h

agen
 

w
ere scan

d
alised in

 18
51 w

h
en

 
20

-year-old M
ath

ilde F
ibiger pu

b-
lish

ed h
er first n

ovel, C
lara R

aph
ael. 

T
w

elve L
etters. It w

as abou
t w

om
en

 
bein

g liberated from
 th

e social n
orm

s, 
dom

in
ated by m

en
. G

ru
n

dtv
ig defen

-
ded h

er, an
d w

h
ile h

e w
as a m

em
ber of 

parliam
en

t h
e su

pported a bill for th
e 

em
an

cipation
 of w

om
en

, g
iv

in
g th

em
 

th
e fran

ch
ise an

d access to trad
in

g 
in

dep
en

den
tly of th

eir h
u

sban
d

s. T
h

e 
bill failed

.

“I m
yself decide w

h
o to vote for w

h
en

 
I go into a ballot box, bu

t it’s m
y boss 

w
h

o decides th
e job.” (N

ick
las, 28)

W
h

y isn
’t th

ere m
ore dem

ocracy an
d 

joint ow
n

ersh
ip in

 th
e w

ork
place?

H
ow

 cou
ld th

is com
e abou

t? (A
n

d 
shou

ld it?)

  

IN
F

O
: G

ru
n

dtv
ig believed th

at 
popu

lar edu
cation

 at th
e p

eople’s 
h

ig
h

 sch
ools sh

ou
ld be for th

e 
p

easan
t farm

ers in
 particu

lar. 
In

d
irectly th

is led to th
e idea of 

co-op
erative m

ovem
en

ts, e.g. for 
d

airy produ
cts, w

h
ich

 w
ere oft

en
 led 

by farm
ers w

h
o h

ad been
 to on

e of 
th

ese sch
ools, w

h
o u

n
derstood th

e 
ben

efits of econ
om

ic co-op
eration

, 
an

d w
h

o w
orked tow

ard
s th

em
. 

P
resident P

u
tin

 h
as decided w

h
at 

‘tru
th

’ is in
 R

u
ssia – regard

in
g e.g., 

th
e defin

ition
 of th

e w
ar in

 U
k

rain
e. 

B
u

t if th
ere w

ere n
o freedom

 to tell 
lies, th

ere w
ou

ld be n
o freedom

 to 
tell th

e tru
th

 eith
er. 

S
o h

ow
 sh

ou
ld w

e fight ‘fake n
ew

s’?
W

h
at m

u
st th

ere not be freedom
 to 

th
in

k or believe or say
? A

n
d w

h
y

?

  
IN

F
O

: “F
reedom

 for L
ok

i as w
ell as for 

T
h

or,” w
rote G

ru
n

dtv
ig abou

t th
e N

ord
ic 

god
s. L

ok
i is a liar an

d a tru
th-tw

ister. 
O

r at least n
ow

 an
d th

en h
e is, for w

e 
can

n
ot alw

ays be su
re w

h
en h

e is ly
in

g! 
B

u
t G

ru
n

dtv
ig arg

u
ed for fu

ll freedom
 

of spirit: freedom
 of expression

, freedom
 

of relig
ion

, freedom
 of association

, 
an

d freedom
 of sch

ools. C
on

straint an
d 

control are alw
ays w

orse th
an freedom

 – 
even w

h
en freedom

 can be d
an

gerou
s.

“If you
 do n

ot k
n

ow
 th

e h
istory 

of you
r ow

n
 people, you

 n
eed a 

psych
olog

ist or a h
istorian

 w
h

o 
can

 tell you
 w

h
at it is th

at lies 
beh

in
d a people’s beh

av
iou

r.” 
(B

ertel H
aarder, D

an
ish

 politician
)

N
am

e th
ree pecu

liar th
in

gs you
 

k
n

ow
 to be ch

aracteristic of you
r 

ow
n

 cu
ltu

re.

N
am

e th
ree th

in
gs you

 are prou
d of 

in
 you

r ow
n

 cu
ltu

re.

  

W
h

o sh
ou

ld decide w
h

at w
e are 

to learn
 in

 sch
ool? 

  

IN
F

O
: For G

ru
n

dtv
ig th

e w
ord 

‘en
joy

m
en

t’ w
as determ

in
in

g. “T
h

at’s 
n

o fu
n

!” says th
e teen

ager, an
d th

e 
paren

t or teach
er feels like k

ick
in

g 
th

em
 u

p th
e back

side. G
ru

n
dtv

ig beli-
eved th

at th
ere w

as actu
ally a lot th

at 
w

e w
ant to do, like u

n
derstan

d
in

g 
ou

rselves in
 th

e w
orld an

d d
ig

g
in

g 
deeper in

to th
e m

ysteries of life. T
h

e 
stu

den
t’s joy of u

n
derstan

d
in

g m
ore 

sh
ou

ld be th
e aim

 of a sch
ool.

“E
arly m

orn
 is golden

 born
,

an
d ‘gold’ betoken

s ‘glad
n

ess’,
for ev

’ry d
ay is glad an

d bright
w

h
en

 lived alon
e to G

od’s delight,
th

ou
gh

 it be tou
ch

ed w
ith

 sad
n

ess.”
(G

ru
n

dtv
ig)

W
h

at is ‘glad
n

ess’?

  

“E
ven

 if th
e entire n

ation
 w

ere to 
pool th

eir ig
n

oran
ce, n

o w
isdom

 
w

ou
ld com

e of it.” (G
ru

n
dtv

ig)

W
h

at are th
e d

isadvantages of 
m

ajority votin
g?

H
ow

 do w
e prevent th

e m
ajority 

from
 m

ak
in

g bad decision
s?

  

“W
e h

ave frien
d

ly n
eigh

bou
rs. T

h
ey 

alw
ays say h

ello – bu
t w

e n
ever talk 

to th
em

.” (S
y

rian
 m

an
 in

 D
en

m
ark) 

W
h

at m
akes you

 feel th
at you

 
belon

g som
ew

h
ere?

  

IN
F

O
: In

 h
is son

g ‘O
f a p

eople is ou
r 

w
atch

w
ord’ G

ru
n

dtv
ig w

rites: 
“O

f a ‘p
eople’ all are m

em
bers/w

h
o 

regard th
em

selves as su
ch

,/fin
d th

eir 
m

oth
er-ton

g
u

e sou
n

d
s sw

eetest/an
d 

th
eir fath

erlan
d love m

u
ch

;/A
ll th

e 
rest like goblin

s ev
il/tu

rn
 th

eir back
s 

u
pon

 th
e p

eople,/bar th
em

selves 
from

 k
in

d
red tie/an

d th
eir birth

 rig
h

t 
too d

en
y.”


