
Eugenio Díaz-Bonilla

Special Advisor, Inter American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

Senior Visiting Research Fellow, IICA/IFPRI program

TESS. Roundtable on “Sustainable Agriculture and Trade.” 

Geneva, 14 – 15 December 2022

Session 2: Agricultural trade and key sustainability 
challenges: Food security and livelihoods



Heated debate about trade (or 

liberalization, or globalization) and food 

security.

Empirical analyses need to clarify terms at 

least at 3 levels: 

*Trade? 

*Food security?

*Channels linking both?

Then countries can develop adequate 

policies  

Trade and food security



Defining terms
Trade? Food security? And Nutrition?

• Different levels of trade and trade policies

• Different indicators of food and nutrition 
security

• Individual level (calories, income/costs, diet 
diversity, perception, anthropometrics…)

• Country level (food imports over total exports plus 
international income) 



Multiple channels



Countries



*The policy dilemma of food affordable for 

consumers and food profitable for producers makes 

border trade policy (“protectionism” or 

“liberalization”) a blunt instrument

*Focusing on some limited number of “special 

products” goes against the need to diversify diets

*For food security the focus should be on people not 

products 

*Important Green Box, TRIPS, SPS, TBT… to allow the 

use better technologies that co-deliver food security, 

climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resilience

*Key issue: how trade policies can facilitate the 

technological development of agricultural production 

Some final thoughts

Pete Smith et al, 2020 Which practices co-deliver food security, climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, and combat land degradation and 
desertification? Glob Change Biol. 2020;26:1532–1575.
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