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�e green transition to an ecologically sustainable economy
presents a significant opportunity for the UK, and agriculture,
in partnership with the wider agrifood supply chain, is
uniquely positioned to be the driving force. 
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Foreword

�e Value of Farming

����
��

£146.7bn 
Agrifood contributes £146.7bn
to the UK economy

Ornamental horticulture and landscaping
contribute £24.2bn to the UK economy

4.4 million
Farming employs 4.4m people with
a further 100,000 students in
education and training

56% fall
Farm income fell by 56% in 2023/24
to £45,300

209,000
209,000 farms encompassing
17 million hectares of land

£24.2bn 

£268bn 
Unhealthy diets cost the UK
£268bn annually in care costs and
lost productivity

70% 
70% of solar panel installations are
located on agricultural land

Resources
Get more statistics on the value of the
agrifood supply chain
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Climate Risk Reporting in 
Agriculture and Food
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Valuing the 
Yorkshire Food
Powerhouse
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employed in food and
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Food Processing and Added Value
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Supply Chain
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Food Production and Distribution
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Case Study:

Alder BioInsights
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Case Study:

BioYorkshire
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Supporting the AgriFood Industry
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Yorkshire Agricultural Science and
Technology Base
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�e Importance of
Farming and Farmland to 
the Green Transition

Critical to a Sustainable Food System
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Critical to the Clean Energy Strategy

�5@71C:BC@3�7A�2@7D7<5�B63�5@33<�B@/<A7B7=<�03G=<2�B63
4==2�AGAB3;���/@;:/<2�>:/GA�/�1@C17/:�/<2�;C:B74/13B32
@=:3�7<�B63�+!�A�1:3/<�3<3@5G�AB@/B35G���<�A6=@B��B63
1=C<B@G�1=C:2�<=B�;33B�7BA�5=/:�4=@�1:3/<�>=E3@�0G��



/<2�<3B�H3@=�����3;7AA7=<A�0G��
�
�E7B6=CB�B63�CA3�=4
4/@;:/<2����B�A3@D3A�/A�0=B6�/�>:/B4=@;�4=@�@3<3E/0:3
3<3@5G�53<3@/B7=<�/<2�/A�/<�7;>=@B/<B�1=<AC;3@�

�11=@27<5�B=�B63�$/B7=</:��/@;3@A��+<7=<
�$�+���C>�B=��
��=4�+!�/5@71C:BC@/:�:/<2�1=C:2
03�/::=1/B32�4=@�@3<3E/0:3�3<3@5G�>@=2C1B7=<�
7<1:C27<5�A=:/@�4/@;A�/<2�07=3<3@5G�1@=>A��/A�>/@B�=4
B63�A31B=@�A�1=;;7B;3<B�B=�/1673D7<5�<3B�H3@=
3;7AA7=<A�0G��
�
��*67A�A674B�7A�AC>>=@B32�0G�B63
5=D3@<;3<B�A�"/<2�+A3��@/;3E=@9��E6716�/7;A�B=
0/:/<13�4==2�>@=2C1B7=<�E7B6�B63�<332�4=@�1:3/<�3<3@5G
/<2�</BC@3�@3AB=@/B7=<��*63�4@/;3E=@9�3<1=C@/53A�B63
CA3�=4�:=E3@�5@/23�/5@71C:BC@/:�:/<2�4=@�@3<3E/0:3
3<3@5G�>@=831BA��B63@30G�>@3A3@D7<5�>@7;3�4/@;:/<2�4=@
4==2�>@=2C1B7=<��

�<<=D/B7D3�/>>@=/163A�:793�/5@7D=:B/71A���7<B35@/B7<5
A=:/@�>/<3:A�E7B6�1@=>�>@=2C1B7=<�J�/@3�5/7<7<5�B@/1B7=<
E7B6�4/@;�0CA7<3AA3A��)BC273A�AC553AB�B6/B�B67A�;3B6=2
1/<�3<6/<13�:/<2�CA3�3P173<1G�0G�/::=E7<5
A7;C:B/<3=CA�4==2�/<2�3<3@5G�>@=2C1B7=<��*67A�2C/:�
CA3�AB@/B35G�<=B�=<:G�1=<B@70CB3A�B=�B63�+!�A�@3<3E/0:3
3<3@5G�B/@53BA�0CB�/:A=�>@=D723A�4/@;3@A�E7B6�/227B7=</:
7<1=;3�AB@3/;A��3<6/<17<5�B63�@3A7:73<13�=4�@C@/:
31=<=;73A�

*63�+!�5=D3@<;3<B�@31=5<7A3A�B63�7;>=@B/<13�=4
4/@;:/<2�7<�7BA�1:3/<�3<3@5G�/;07B7=<A��&=:7173A�/@3
037<5�23D3:=>32�B=�3<AC@3�B6/B�@3<3E/0:3�3<3@5G
>@=831BA�/:75<�E7B6�4==2�A31C@7BG�5=/:A���=@�7<AB/<13��B63
(3<3E/0:3��<3@5G�&:/<<7<5��/B/0/A3�7A�037<5
3F>/<232�B=�;=<7B=@�B63�BG>3�=4�:/<2�CA32�4=@�A=:/@
>@=831BA��3<AC@7<5�B6/B�6756�?C/:7BG�/5@71C:BC@/:�:/<2
7A�>@=B31B32��

�C@B63@;=@3��B63��<D7@=<;3<B/:�"/<2�#/</53;3<B
A163;3A�=443@�7<13<B7D3A�4=@�4/@;3@A�B=�/2=>B
ACAB/7</0:3�>@/1B713A��7<1:C27<5�@3<3E/0:3�3<3@5G
53<3@/B7=<��B63@30G�7<B35@/B7<5�1:7;/B3�5=/:A�E7B6
/5@71C:BC@/:�>@=2C1B7D7BG�

-67:3�B63�7<B35@/B7=<�=4�@3<3E/0:3�3<3@5G�7<B=�4/@;:/<2
>@3A3<BA�=>>=@BC<7B73A��7B�/:A=�@/7A3A�1=<13@<A�/0=CB
>=B3<B7/:�7;>/1BA�=<�4==2�>@=2C1B7=<���@7B71A�/@5C3�B6/B
:/@53�A1/:3�A=:/@�>@=831BA�1=C:2�@32C13�B63�/D/7:/07:7BG�=4
:/<2�4=@�/5@71C:BC@3���=E3D3@��>@=>=<3<BA�6756:756B�B6/B
CA7<5�:=E3@�5@/23�:/<2�/<2�/2=>B7<5�2C/:�CA3�>@/1B713A
:793�/5@7D=:B/71A�1/<�;7B75/B3�B63A3�1=<13@<A��

*63�5=D3@<;3<B�A�"/<2�+A3��@/;3E=@9
A339A�B=�/22@3AA�B63A3�16/::3<53A�0G

>@=;=B7<5�/�0/:/<132�/>>@=/16�B6/B�AC>>=@BA
1:3/<�3<3@5G�23D3:=>;3<B�E7B6=CB�1=;>@=;7A7<5
4==2�A31C@7BG���=E3D3@��B63�BG>71/:�@3BC@<�>3@�/1@3�7A
�
F�67563@�4=@�A=:/@�3<3@5G�B6/<�4=@�B@/27B7=</:
/5@71C:BC@/:�/1B7D7BG��*67A�7A�/�1=<A723@/0:3�N</<17/:
7<13<B7D3��>3@6/>A�<313AA7BG��4=@�4/@;�0CA7<3AA3A�B=
27D3@B�3D3<�5==2�?C/:7BG�:/<2�7<B=�A=:/@��(3BC@<A�=<
4==2�>@=2C1B7=<�<332�B=�03�1=;>3B7B7D3�B=�/BB@/1B�/<2
@3B/7<�:/<2��

*63�CA3�=4�:=E3@�5@/23�:/<2�B=�AC>>:G�1:3/<�3<3@5G
1=;3A�C>�/5/7<AB�B63�3F>=<3<B7/::G�;=@3�>@=NB/0:3
A/:3�=4�:/<2�4=@�6=CA7<5�23D3:=>;3<B��*63��&(�/<2
�&(�@34=@;A�1=;7<5�7<B=�34431B�7<��>@7:��
���E7::
4=@13�/�;/AA�@323>:=G;3<B�=4�:/<2�B6@=C56�4/@;
A/:3A�/<2�B63�<332�B=�53<3@/B3�>@=NB�B=�>/G�B63�B/F���<
1/A3A�E63@3�:/<2�A/:3A�/@3�<313AA7B/B32��:/<2�E7::�03
:=AB�/<2�B63�/5@71C:BC@3�7<2CAB@GLA�1/>/17BG�B=�2@7D3
4=@E/@2�B63�5@33<�B@/<A7B7=<�E7::�03�1C@B/7:32��

�4�E3�3F1:C23�4/@;:/<2�4@=;�B63�5@33<�3<3@5G
3?C/B7=<��B63�+!�E=C:2�4/13�5@72�1=<AB@/7<BA�/@7A7<5
4@=;�B63�<332�B=�/113AA�;=@3�C@0/<�/<2�0@=E<N3:2
A7B3A�E6716�/@3�:7;7B32�7<�<C;03@�/<2�=4B3<�4/13
67563@�1=ABA�/<2�@35C:/B=@G�6C@2:3A��/<2�5@3/B3@
@3:7/<13�=<�=44A6=@3�E7<2�E6716�7A�A:=E3@�B=�03
23>:=G32�B6/<�:/<2�0/A32�A7B3A��*63�7;>/1B��67563@
1=ABA��A:=E3@�@=::=CB�/<2�23:/GA�@3/167<5�<3B�H3@=
0G��
�
�

�/@;:/<2�7A�/:A=�/�;3/<A�=4�/1673D7<5�0@=/23@
ACAB/7</07:7BG�5=/:A���B�7A�13<B@/:�B=�1/@0=<
A3?C3AB@/B7=<�D7/�63253@=EA��@3E7:27<5�/<2�A=7:
1/@0=<�AB=@/53��;3/<7<5�/<G�:=AA�=4�:/<2�E=C:2
C<23@;7<3�0=B6�B63�@32C1B7=<�/<2�@3;=D/:
=4�3;7AA7=<A�

“Private 
farms need

to be viewed as
public assets”.
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�reats to
the Green
Transition

Agricultural Property Relief (APR) and
Business Property Relief (BPR)
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Low Profit Margins in the Food 
Supply Chain

#7<7;/:�J�/<2�=4B3<�<35/B7D3�J�@3BC@<A�=<�7<D3AB;3<B
/@3�/�>3@A7AB3<B�/<2�AGAB3;71�7AAC3�4=@�>@7;/@G
>@=2C13@A��-67:3�7<>CB�1=ABA�6/D3�@7A3<�2@/;/B71/::G�7<
@313<B�G3/@A��4@=;�4C3:�/<2�43@B7:7A3@�B=�:/0=C@�/<2
3<3@5G��B63�>@713A�>/72�B=�>@=2C13@A�6/D3�<=B�93>B�>/13�
*63�@3AC:B7<5�N</<17/:�A?C33H3�:3/D3A�:7BB:3�@==;�4=@
7<D3AB;3<BA�7<�5@33<�B316��/<7;/:�E3:4/@3��A=7:�63/:B6��=@
3;7AA7=<A�@32C1B7=<��

�C@@3<B�:3D3:A�=4�>@=NB/07:7BG�<=B�=<:G�>CB�4/@;
0CA7<3AA3A�/B�@7A9�=4�1:=AC@3��7B�/:A=�;/93A�7B�<3/@:G
7;>=AA70:3�4=@�B63;�B=�B@/<A7B7=<�B=�;=@3�ACAB/7</0:3
;3B6=2A�=4�>@=2C1B7=<��&@/1B713A�B6/B�7;>@=D3�A=7:
63/:B6��@32C13�3;7AA7=<A��=@�7<1@3/A3�07=27D3@A7BG�=4B3<
@3?C7@3�C>4@=<B�7<D3AB;3<B�/<2�/�>3@7=2�=4�:=E3@�@3BC@<A
034=@3�03<3NBA�/@3�@3/:7A32��-63<�;/@57<A�/@3�@/H=@
B67<��AC16�B@/<A7B7=<A�031=;3�N</<17/::G�C<D7/0:3���4
5=D3@<;3<B�E/<BA�4/@;3@A�B=�:3/2�=<�ACAB/7</07:7BG��7B
;CAB�N@AB�3<AC@3�B6/B�4/@;7<5�7A�31=<=;71/::G�D7/0:3��

*63��&(�@34=@;A�1=;>=C<2�:=E�:3D3:A�=4�>@=NB/07:7BG�/A
B63�B/F�/22A�B=�B63�1=AB�=4�>@=2C1B7=<���

��B/F�@3:734�=4
/5@71C:BC@/:�>@=>3@BG�E/A�/:A=�B63�B@/23�=44�4/@;3@A
CA32�B=�=44A3B�>==@�@3BC@<A��7BA�:=AA�6/A�5/:D/<7A32�B63
7<2CAB@G�B=�A339�7;>@=D3;3<B�7<�;/@57<A���4�B63A3�/@3
<=B�4=@B61=;7<5��E3�E7::�A33�3D3@�;=@3�3F7BA�/<2�:=AA�=4
4==2�>@=2C1B7=<�1/>/17BG�/A�:/<2�7A�A=:2�=@�@323>:=G32�

Low Food Prices
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International Trade
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“Farms
need to be in 
the green to
go green”.
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Calls to
Action
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Why?
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How?
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Join Rural Policy Group
Rural Policy Group provides a range of tailored memberships to

align with your individual and business needs.

Find your match at ruralpolicygroup.com/membership-join

Join us on our shared mission
Rural Policy Group was founded on 2019 to support the financial and environmental sustainability

of the agrifood supply chain. �is central tenet is underpinned by:

• Fair value in the food supply chain 

• Food security grounded in self-su�ciency and a considered approach to imports

• Sustainable accounting as standard

• Stimulating investment and profitability in farms and other food businesses

• Recognition of green actions as a valued and valuable commodity

Why become part of the community? 
Together with our members, Rural Policy Group creates dialogue and stimulates impactful change

to better the environment for Britain’s food businesses, from fertilizer to fork to framework. We

believe vertical collaboration and uniting businesses at all stages of the agrifood supply chain, its

professional partners and allied industries is the best way to achieve thriving businesses and a

more sustainable food system. 

> CONNECT Bringing people together and creating space for conversation

> INSPIRE Cultivating a forum for inspiration, business development and reciprocity

> INFLUENCE Inform policy to create a better operating environment for food businesses

> LEARN Supporting business to understand and adapt to policy changes

Unlock the benefits of 
Rural Policy Group 



Rural Policy Group serves to enhance the financial and environmental sustainability of the agrifood supply chain. 

We bring together inspirational partners spanning the triple helix of education, politics and industry to help businesses adapt to

changing policy frameworks and market conditions. And we further dialogue with policy decision-makers to shape the business

environment for farms and food businesses. 

Learn more about what we do, our impacts and future initiatives for our members and the wider agrifood industry. 

www.ruralpolicygroup.com                 katie@ruralpolicygroup.com                  @PolicyRural                �e Rural Policy Group

Browse all our Sustainable Food Reports, policy briefing papers 
and letters to government at ruralpolicygroup.com/resources
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