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The story of how Ontario Pathways in the
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Short bio of Craig Della Penna

hatan interesting ife journey Fve had. Early in my adult life

I worked in the railroad industry for Pinsly Railroad Compa-

ny marketing rail freight and plann

the start-up and managed the opefa-
tians of large-scale, contemporary, railfoad trans-
loading facilities. In April of 1994. while working for
the rairoad, 1 was invited 10 write a series of books
on the history of old rairoad lines converted to wak-
ing and biking rails (rail rails). Linear parks. The books were pretty de-
tailad in tams of RR history, why It was there, why it went away and by
wayy of a detalled, odometar-based mileage, it showed all the bits of RR
Intrastructure that was out there, where It was, and what it did tc

The books were well.received and two years after the first of three baoks
on this subject came out, | got involved in the politics of how these paths
dld, or did ot get built and | began to actively organize “friends of the
trail” groups in numerous communities all acfoss New England where the
Idea of a rail trall might not b automatically seen with favor. In fact there
were many places where opponents carried the day.

In the late 19905, | was hired by the national
organization, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy,
[RTC] as a political organizerflobbyist in the
New England region to not only prevent bad
policy at the state and local level, but o also
“parachute” into some of the most notable rail
trail wars in the northeast. | am a“batle-
hardened veteran” of nearly every rail trail war within 150 miles of my
house. In fact, within this circle les the densest network of former steam
RR corridor in North America and the vast majority is becoming trails.

ailstotrails

conservancy

In late 2001, while working for RTC. my wife Kathleen and | bought a
badly run-down, circa 1865, farmhouse that sits next to (eight feet from)
the rail trall in Northampton's historic Civil War era, village of Florence.
We began a far-reaching renovation and

had contractors there for fountesn months.

Then. in the spring of 2003, we opened as a
bed & breakfast called Sucar Maole .

We wona Hisioric Preserva | =l />
o award from the city and the renovation i
was even featured on HGTV"
America television program.

In 2004, | left RTC, became a Realter and focused on developing a
unique niche—selling houses near trails and greenways and antique or
historic houses. This was in direct response to all the antis | knew who
said their houses would never be saleable if the dead RR behind their
house became a trail. | have proved them all wrong.

62 Chesinua semet
e, WA 01062

1am the 1% REALTOR in the LLS. with this niche, and | have been fea-
tured twice: in National Realtor Association magazines—twice in the Certi-
fied Residential Specialist Magazine, and twice in the Massachusetis.
Association of Realtors magazine. | was recently featured ina national
Weliness orjented Real Estate magazine.

I've also been written about in an editorial for the Boston Globe, an article
in the Wall Street Journal, and even a

story for the United Airiines in-flight mag-
azine, Hemispheres, called Roads Less |

Iraveind, B
Tne Natons! Assosinion ot ReaLTors traveled

recently awarded me the National Ever-
Green Award at the NAR conference in
Ghicago, for not only being the 1st

REALTOR inthe U.S. Io have this special niche real estate practice, but
also for my accomplishmerts in getting trails buit all over the Northeast.

1als0 hold the Certified Residen-
tial Specialist designation— Gouncil of Residential Specialsts
The Proven Paih To Suooass

CRS. Only 2% of Reattors in my
service area have this designa-
tion. In 2005, 1 also set up two entiies.

One was the Northeast Grsenmavs sate. | NOTEREGSE rL
NEGS) to teach local groups and il £

el [

“YES". NEGS was usually the vehicle | # vl

would use for my lecture series. Today, SOIUT[I]I]S L

having given over 1,200 lectures in twenty

ene states, | am one of the country's most in

_demand public speakers on the subjects of rail.to-trail conversions and

their tie-in to the issues suroUnding SMAM-Growth, land preservation,

brownfield redevelopment, place-making, effects on nearby residential

real estate values, sustainability and other similar topics. In late 2016 and

early 2017, | was invited by American Tralls to do a

series of national webinars on these topics.

In just the past few years, | have been the keynote
o plenary speaker at state or regional conferences.
in New York, Calfomia, Virginia, Connecticut, Mis-
souri, Michigan, and Massachusetts.

Ialso set up Cantral Highlands Conservancy LLG
LGHC) a hybrid land-acguisition vehicle to purchase
former railroad corridor in Massachusetts in-order to
block sales 1o adjacent landowners.

Using CHG, we purchased 3.2 miles of former railroad right of way. This.
included thres, large former RR beidges. of the developing 100+ mile trail
callod Mass Contral Rail Trall This ks the longest developing rail trail in
New England i directly itha under

We gave the local land rust 2 years to buy us aut—for eur costs, no mark
-up. After purchasing it from us, the land trust then recieved grants to
build out the trail and rehab the bridges to be safe and proper. We have
alsa used GHG o teach other land trusts how to do this. There are now
about 6 land lrusis in the northeast that have a significant role in reas-
sembling former RRs into linear parks.

In their 10th anniversary issus, The Ride magazine named me as the
most effective advocats for rail-to-trall Issués on the Eastem seaboard,
and | have helped build over 1,000 miles of rai trails in scores of commu-
nities in New England and New York.

And in 2016, | became an accredited teacher of REALTORS in both Mas-
sachusetts and Vermont, where | began teaching a course abodt these
Issues to scores of Reahtors for their Continuing Education requirements.

Also inearly 2017, | launched a free, monthly e-newsletter that now goes
outto over 10,000 readers. In fact, in the spring of 2018, Censtant Con-
tact, the company that hosts the newsleter, toki us that it has won an
award in that itis in the top 10% of all the thousands of e-newsletters they
host world wide Top 10%in terms of engagement with the readers, in
opens, click-throughs, forwards to friends, or sacial media. Amazing!

In the past & years, § books have been writlen that feature me in them as
a case siudy in creative marketing or 21st century branding. or even a
book about only working at things you love—and not things you don't love
or don't fike. The most recent one came in in April of 2021. Amazing.

Inthe summer of 2019, | eame anboard the

as their Exscutive Direc- | NORWOTTUCK
tor_ This is a 50163 micro-funding organization
S8t up to provide funding for histaric Kiosks and

6 even OR coded displays along the 100 mile, NETWORK

Mass Central Rail Trail as it develops. 1am in
the process of enlarging the board and we'll start doing some grants in
early 2022. Lots of interesting pians anead.
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CRS, GRI, Green, Associate Broker

« Atop producing Realtor for over 15 years.
« Winner of the National Assaciation of Realtors
EVERGREEN Award.

« 15t Realtor in the US with the niche practice oflsting
and selling houses near ail trails and other linear

Mo - damand spenkar i he USoa the eflectof 8

jacent residential property.

. l)m olm first Realtors in this marketplace to use
professional photographers, drones, videos, floor
plans, and centralized scheduling of showings.

« Author of five books and featured in four books as a
case in crealive marketing and 21st century branding.

* Owner of an award winning Bed & Breakfast where the
renovation was so notable, it was featured on HGTV.

Link here to a one page bio.

7 Main Street, Florence, MA 01062
413-575-2277 - CraigDP413@Gmail.com
www.NorthamptonRealtor.com/Innovator
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Our bed & breakfast in Northampton’s Civil War era industrial village of Florence.
https://www.sugar-maple-inn.com/
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NETWORK

The vehicle we are using to help buildout the longest rail trail in the Northeast.

https://www.nnnetwork.net/
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An international car-free revolution is under way, as travelers
are won over to greenways, those scenic and serviceable corridors that link
neighborhoods, cities, parks, and the charms of rural countryside.

travelec

By David Butwin / llustration by Gina Triplett

When Landon Hilliard goes to work in Boulder, Colorado, he props his bike on the front rack of a

ity bus. His job: promoring safe ids to get to school—by foor, bike, skateboard,

scooter—any way but car.

, he bikes home the seven miles. § In Northampron, Massachusetcs,

Craig Della Penna and his wife own a Civil War—cra B&B beside a popular biking and walking rail

bandoned railroad line. As a real-estate agent, Della Penna specializes in selling houses

r such green-tinged byways. § In bike-mad Portland, Oregon, an outfit called Shift runs an informal »»»

A story in United Airlines in-flight magazine about the blossoming network of trails and greenways
around the US ca. 2008.
http://npgreenway.org/greenways-article-in-united-airlines/
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On the Right Track

Your Hc

Download, print anc
recent edition of '
Newslet!

Hy‘“MVE CRS is a Realtor acronym for Certified Resi-
dential Specialist. It is the Ph.D of Real Estate.
Only 2% of Realtors in a given marketplace

l,w\

earn this designation. This national trade

magazine thought my niche RE practice was
innovative enough to warrant a story.

A CRS trains his sights on
abandoned rail lines

https://trsmag.com/on-the-right-track/

Download

Craig Della Penna, CRS, has built an impressive track record as Word ver
his career path has taken the road less traveled. He has Page 1 Pz

developed a unique niche in his real estate practice over the

past 15 years. He has written five books, four books feature him

as a case study in creative marketing and 21st century branding,

and his activities have been described in the Boston Globe and Categol
Wall Street Journal.
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CRAIG DELLA PENNA
CRS, GRI, GREEN,
ECO-BROKER, REALTOR®

LEADER IN
SMART-GROWTH
LAND PRESERVATION
RAIL TO TRAIL
CONVERSIONS

A couple of years ago, my niche Real Estate practice of sales near a rail trail was featured in a national wellness magazine about how
great it would be to live near a rail trail or greenway

https://www.northamptonrealtor.com/_files/ugd/92f6ae_b4a86b02aa8a44f787f2bd4759a65dd7.pdf
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