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2019 International Trails Symposium, Syracuse, New York 
April 28-May 1 * Tuesday- April 30, 1-2:15 pm

Kristina Kelly - Statewide Coordinator, Connecticut Trail Census & Laura Brown, Community & Economic 
Development Educator, University of Connecticut Extension



A statewide 
volunteer-based 
data collection & 

education program 
on multi-use trails

To encourage data 
informed 

decision-making & 
promote resident 
participation in 

trail monitoring & 
advocacy



STATEWIDE

VOLUNTEER - BASED

MULTI-YEAR

Urban, rural and suburban multi-use 
trails - 20 sites in 2019

Multi-year information about trail use, 
user demographics, economic 
impacts, and trail amenities 
Identification of patterns and trends

Active community participation  
Data informed decision-making
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       www.cttrailcensus.uconn.edu



TRAFx Counters
Estimate uses and use patterns
24/7 permanent counters
Jan 1-Dec 31 data analysis
Calibrated with manual counts

Infrared Counters    



Calibrating the IR Counters: Manual Counts



Manual counts used to develop calibration factors and 
annual use estimates for each site



www.cttrailcensus.uconn.edu



● Uniform data

● Substantial data set (hourly)

● Technology failures 

● Substantial volunteer commitment (10 hours)

● Data cleaning and management

Reflections on Statewide Counts



Volunteer assessed 
Standardized paper survey
Why and how are trails used
Demographics, spending & health 

Intercept Surveys





Survey Data



Survey Data



Accommodates local needs

Local partners own the data 

Volunteers are inconsistent

Partner capacity varies significantly 

Not statistically rigorous

Natural outreach builds program 
recognition 

Reflections on Statewide Surveying
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A Statewide Volunteer Based Program
Requires a wide range of technical, administrative, outreach skills and 

broad partnerships 

● Dedicated volunteers with diverse skills 

● Emerging opportunities for partnership with unusual suspects 
- public health, arts, sustainability, economic development, 
planners  & businesses

● Funding- 2019 .$206,049 to continue to the program, $5,000 
Innovation Project 

● Next steps: Hire staff, Improve education programs, advisory 
committee and partnership building, develop research 
partnerships, tailor programming to local needs and capacity



Program Evaluation

“Used [the Trail Census data] as part of town’s branding committee 
efforts to get more/better access to downtown from the trails.”

“It is important when promoting the trails, especially the building/ 
improvement of them, that we have statistics supporting their use 

[and] to counter the "I never see anyone using the trails" argument.”



Visit us on the web: cttrailcensus.uconn.edu
or cttrailcensus@gmail.com

Thank you:
Kristina Kelly - Statewide Coordinator, 
Connecticut Trail Census
cttrailcensus@gmail.com

Laura Brown, Community & Economic 
Development Educator, 
University of Connecticut Extension
laura.brown@uconn.edu




