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The Syracuse and Onondaga Lake Story…



Onondaga Lake History

• Human year-round occupation of 
Onondaga Lake dates back to 1000AD

• Birthplace of Democracy with the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy

• 1600’s First recorded European 
occupation on Onondaga Lake

• 1793 Commercial salt production 
begins

• 1880’s resort era with beaches, 
swimming, boating and fishing (both 
recreational and commercial)

• 1896 Solvay Process Company begins 
production of soda ash

• 1896 City of Syracuse builds sewers 
and bans back yard privies

• 1920 Solvay process merges with 
other chemical companies to form 
Allied Chemical and Dye Corporation

• 1925 Syracuse begins primary sewer 
treatment

• 1940 Swimming in Onondaga Lake is 
“banned”

• 1972 Fishing in the lake is banned, 
Federal Clean Water Act is passed

• 1980 CERCLA Passed
• 1988 ASLF, NYSDEC and NYSAG File 

Clean Water Act lawsuit against 
County (who now owns the sewer 
system)

• 1989 NYSAG and NYSDEC file lawsuit 
against Allied-Signal Inc. (formally 
Allied Chemical) 





Rockaway Beach – West Shore of Onondaga Lake



White City, 1906 opening



Solvay Process Company







Original Onondaga Yacht Club



Solvay Process Company. View of the Solvay Process Company's waste beds in 
Solvay (Town of Geddes), NY. Shot taken from boat in Onondaga Lake. Support 
pillars in water from Onondaga Yacht Club which burned in 1914. 



Beach Steps



Eastern Shore of 
Onondaga Lake in 
the 1940’s



The Rebirth of Onondaga Lake



Water Quality that Consistently Meets 
State Standards for a Public Beach



Lake Shoreline and Lake 
Bottom Remediation  
Coming to Completion 



In-Lake Habitat Restoration



Restored Wetlands









Creekwalk Trail – Inner Harbor





What is the Loop the Lake Trail?



1931



Location of the current Onondaga Lake Trail



History of Loop the Lake

“Specifically, people have expressed a desire to see a completion of a trail 
circumnavigating the Lake, commonly known as the “Loop the Lake” - FOCUS 
Greater Syracuse Lake Use Report, 2012

• Long Term Goal Since 1970s
– Onondaga County recognized the opportunity of a trail looping the entire lake 

for public use, and began procuring land and investing in the cleanup.

– There has been over $1.2 billion dollars of public & private investment in this 
goal by the County, Honeywell and many other Central New York Partners 

– Federal, State, Local, and Private dollars have all contributed to the 7+ miles of 
shoreline trail in place today.

– Next stages in trail include the Honeywell Visitor’s Center we are standing in to 
Hiawatha Boulevard where the trail will connect to the City of Syracuse’s Creek 
Walk from the Roth Steel Property and the Murphy’s Island Extension



To Be Built 
2019: Southwest Shore Extension Trail (Honeywell NRDA work) 
– 1.2 Miles
2019: Murphy’s Island Access Trail – ~0.5miles
2019 : Eastern Shore Trail Extension Planning
2020: Roth Steel Extension & Connection to City of Syracuse 
Creekwalk - ~0.5 miles

Most Recent Developments
July 2014: The Western Shore Trail extends the Eastern Shore Trail of the Loop 
the Lake Trail, which begins at Onondaga Lake Park.  The current trail is a 14.5-
mile round trip around the Lake.
August 2015: Construction completed at the St. Joseph’s Health Amphitheater 
at Lakeview on the Western Shore of Onondaga Lake. The County’s cover 
system expands over 78 acres of the Amphitheater site. Honeywell covered the 
remaining 171 acres of the wastebed area.



Why use contaminated sites?

• Currently underutilized, often blighted area

• Necessary connections

• Accessible for public reuse

• Preserves natural spaced through the 
manufacturing of green space



Areas have been transformed from this…



To this…



West Shore Trail – Wastebeds 1-8



West Shore Trail – Wastebeds 1-8



Areas that used to look like this…



36

Preliminary Onondaga County 

Recreation Trail Alignment

Today look like this…



But it will soon 
look like this!



How has this progress been possible?

• Leadership 

• Cooperation

• Responsibility

• Innovative Design 



How do you get this done?

1. Wait for the remedy
- This means there is sign off

- Rules for operating are defined

- Make sure that the remedy supports the use

2. Advance a plan ahead of remedy
- Work with regulators to establish the site status

- The site needs to be characterized

- Understand cleanup objectives/exposure scenarios

- Prepare for increased expenses – institutional 
controls, disposal of material, construction costs etc.



The Indianapolis Story…
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There is a lot to be

EXCITED ABOUT
In Indianapolis…

welcome &  INTRODUCTIONS



▪ 1885- John Charles Olmsted 
commissioned to create a formal 
parks and open space plan for 
Indianapolis

▪ 1905- George Kessler was 
commissioned to review that plan 
and make recommendations

▪ 1909- Result was the Kessler Plan

Early Planning for the Greenways

project BACKGROUND



▪ Proposed a chain of 
continuous parks that 
would connect every 
neighborhood in the City.

▪ Encouraged preservation 
and protection of City’s 
water courses for 
recreation purposes.

▪ 3400 acres now on the 
National Register.

The Kessler Parks and Boulevard Plan

project BACKGROUND



INDY GREENWAYS SYSTEM TODAY…
▪ There are currently just 

over 60 miles of greenways 
in place.

▪ 44 miles of unbuilt routes 
in the existing master plan

▪ In 2012, over 3 million 
people used Indy 
Greenways

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



INDY GREENWAYS SYSTEM TODAY…

B&O Corridor                                            Monon Rail-Trail
7.1 miles proposed Complete in Marion County- 10.4 miles

Central Canal Towpath Pennsy Trail
5.2 miles constructed, 3 miles planned 2 miles constructed, 3 miles planned

Eagle Creek Greenway Pleasant Run Greenway
3 miles constructed, 23 miles planned 7 miles constructed, 3 miles planned

Fall Creek Greenway Pogues Run Greenway
9 miles constructed, 5.5 miles planned 2.3 mi. constructed, 3 mi. planned

Little Buck Creek Greenway White River Greenway
1.3 miles constructed, 2.1 miles planned 7.3 miles constructed, 22 planned

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



EAGLE CREEK GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



WHITE RIVER GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



CENTRAL CANAL TOWPATH

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



MONON TRAIL

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



FALL CREEK GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



POGUES RUN GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



PLEASANT RUN GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



PENNSY RAIL-TRAIL

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



LITTLE BUCK CREEK GREENWAY

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



INDY GREENWAYS SYSTEM…

• The existing BUILT system…

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW



INDY GREENWAYS SYSTEM…

Indy Greenways OVERVIEW

▪ Indy is 373 square 
miles.



master plan RECOMMENDATIONS



The Full Circle Plan

master plan RECOMMENDATIONS



▪ Build out of the rest 
of the system that is 
already planned

▪ Repair/replace 
certain areas of the 
built segments

▪ Provide 
improvements 
where needed on 
the current system.

master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

PART 1:

Completing the 
Existing System



The result is four new 
direct routes between 
the outer townships 
and downtown 
Indianapolis.

master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

PART 2:

Connections to 
the City Center



▪ Creates a 64 mile 
shared-use path that 
circles the City and 
connects to the four 
flagship parks in each 
corner of the county

▪ Provides critical east-
west and north-south 
connections in the outer 
townships

▪ Connects to several 
different park properties 
throughout its course.

Southwestway

Park

Fort Ben 

State Park

Southeastway

Park

master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

Eagle Creek Park

PART 3:

The Circle



Eagle Creek Park

Southwestway

Park

Fort Ben 

State Park

Southeastway

Park

▪ New Northtown Trail 
▪ (currently part of City’s Bikeways 

Plan)

▪ White Lick Creek 
Greenway 

▪ (currently a conservation corridor)

▪ New Southwest Trail

Little Buck Creek
Greenway

▪ Buck Creek Greenway 
(currently a conservation corridor)

▪ Grassy Creek Greenway 
(currently a conservation corridor)

master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

PART 3:

The Circle



master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

▪ Lick Creek Greenway 

▪ Southeast Trail

▪ Monon-Pogues
Connector

▪ 86th/82nd Street 
Commercial Connector

▪ Eagle Creek Extension

PART 4:

The Connectors



master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

Purple lines indicate bike 
lanes, shared-use paths, and 

other bicycle facilities beyond 
Indy Greenways.

Community Impact:
Connectivity to the 

Indianapolis Bikeways 
Plan



master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

Orange lines indicate 
proposed bus rapid transit 

routes and stations.

Community Impact:
Connectivity to the Indy 

Connect Transit Plan



master plan RECOMMENDATIONS

Establishes a vision of over 250 MILES of greenways in Indy.

Includes a 64 MILE CIRCLE around the city.

Makes 11 REGIONAL CONNECTIONS to the      

surrounding communities. 

More than DOUBLES THE SERVICE AREA of the system.

Connects to more than 70 PARK FACILITIES.

Connects to Indy TRANSIT and on-street BIKEWAYS plan.
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3 million
HAVE USED INDY GREENWAYS

25-45
AVERAGE AGE 

OF USER

OVER

$55k
MEDIAN INCOME



2% USERS OVER THE AGE OF 65

30%
ONLY

USE THE GREENWAYS WITH THEIR FAMILIES



PASSIVE
R  E  C  R  E  A  T  I  O  N

COMMUTING
B    I    C    Y    C    L    E



TARGET DEMOGRAPHICS:
• SENIORS
• CHILDREN & FAMILIES
• THOSE WITH DISABILITIES

WHY AREN’T THEY USING THE 
GREENWAYS?



2020 PLAN FELLOWSHIP



WITH INDY GREENWAYS

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT FOR  

BROADER ENGAGEMENT 



SERVICE
PROVIDERS
CENTRAL INDIANA COUNCIL ON AGING

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS 
CENTER FOR AGING & COMMUNITY

JUMP IN FOR HEALTHY KIDS

MAYOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
DISABILITIES PHOTO COURTESY URBAN LAND INSTITUTE.

USED WITH PERMISSION.



SERVICE
PROVIDERS
CENTRAL INDIANA COUNCIL ON AGING

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS 
CENTER FOR AGING & COMMUNITY

JUMP IN FOR HEALTHY KIDS

MAYOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
DISABILITIES

BARRIERS
INTIMIDATION FACTOR

LACK OF ORGANIZED
ACTIVITIES 

LACK OF ESSENTIAL NEEDS
(BENCHES, RESTROOMS) 



C A S E
STUDIES
ATLANTA BELTLINE- Atlanta

THE HIGH LINE- New York

CELEBRATION FALL CREEK- Indianapolis



ATLANTA BELTLINE



ATLANTA BELTLINE… 



ATLANTA BELTLINE… 



ATLANTA BELTLINE… 



ATLANTA BELTLINE… 



ATLANTA BELTLINE… 



THE SYSTEMS… 



THE SYSTEMS… 

22miles 
trail, transit & housing 139 miles 

new trail
• Property acquisition
• Brownfield mitigation
• Trail development
• Transit development
• Housing development
• Design
• Construction

• Property acquisition
• Limited brownfield 

mitigation
• Trail development
• Design
• Construction



40FTE  STAFF     5FTE  STAFF

PRIVATE ORGANIZATION-
IMPLEMENTATION OF BELTLINE:

NON-PROFIT CORP.-
FUNDRAISING FOR BELTLINE:

CITY DEPARTMENTS
IMPLEMENTATION OF GREENWAYS:

NON-PROFIT CORP.-
FUNDRAISING FOR GREENWAYS:

207 PARKS      62+MILES
GREENWAYS

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE… 

ATLANTA 
BELTLINE, INC

ATLANTA 
BELTLINE  

PARTNERSHIP

INDY PARKS & 
DPW

INDIANAPOLIS 
PARKS 

FOUNDATION

3FTE STAFF              5FTE  STAFF
+ CONSULTANTS

* *



FOR SUCCESS
DENOMINATORS
COMMON



CHARGE

D E D I C A T E D

S T A F F
AND

ORGANIZATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE



ROLE OF PARTNERSHIPS

ALIGNED WITH THE MISSION 

THE MOST 

SUCCESSFUL
PROGRAMMING OCCURS WHEN 

PROGRAMS ARE

OF STRATEGIC PARTNERS



FUNDING

SUSTAINABLE

FUNDING
OPTIONS



WHY DO WE CARE ABOUT 

PROGRAMMING 
ON THE GREENWAYS?



ATLANTA BELTLINE





$400 MILLION IN PUBLIC/PRIVATE INVESTMENT …



$400 MILLION IN PUBLIC/PRIVATE INVESTMENT …

$1.5 BILLION
IN REDEVELOPMENT ALONG THE BELTLINE



“There can be no more important thing to help guide 
understanding, build ownership and catalyze investment 
than proactive programming. It has undoubtedly been 
the most important factor in building support for the 
implementation of the Atlanta Beltline. Programming 

has helped to make the Beltline the place to be in 
Atlanta and as a result, open the door to significant 

levels of redevelopment along the corridor and 
increasing demand for completing the system."

Paul F. Morris, FASLA, CEO
Atlanta Beltline Inc.



The Greenways Partnership is a public-private 
partnership that provides creative programming 

which broadens user engagement with Indy 
Greenways, builds support for the system, and 

catalyzes further investment in Indy Greenways.  



The Partnership’s efforts are based upon the premise that providing

broad opportunities for residents to engage with the greenways helps to

build lifelong advocates, support, and demand for continued investment

in the greenway system.



Indy Parks Land Stewardship
Girl Scouts of Central Indiana

Boy Scouts of America- Indianapolis
Near East Area Renewal (NEAR)

Contract & Funding: Program Development: Facilities & Operations:

Community Partners:

Programming Partners:
Heron School of Art + Design

Christopher B. Burke & Associates
American Society of Landscape Architects (IN)

Walk With a Doc
Silver in the City



One-year pilot project to provide and 

measure a broad range of programs across 

the Indy Greenways system.

Health, Fitness & Wellbeing

Cultural Enrichment &
Community Engagement

Education & Awareness

Commercial Engagement



• Determine costs and resources 

for program development

• Determine success and return 

on investment for each type of 

program

• Develop lasting partnerships 

that lend to sustaining the 

programming effort

Overall goal is to define a 

sustainable level of programming 

and create a “playbook” for future 

program facilitation.

GOALS FOR PILOT PROGRAM 



PROGRAMMING



The Greenways Partnership is a public-private partnership
that provides creative programming which broadens user
engagement with Indy Greenways, builds support for the
system, and catalyzes further investment in Indy
Greenways. The Partnership’s efforts are based upon the
premise that providing broad opportunities for residents to
engage with the greenways helps to build lifelong
advocates, support, and demand for continued investment
in the greenway system.

SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 LAUNCH



SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 LAUNCH



SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 LAUNCH 
Educational Walk Demonstration



SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 LAUNCH 
Scout/Nature Walk Demonstration



SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 LAUNCH 
Art on the Greenways Demonstration



OCTOBER 20, 2018 PROGRAMS
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park



HEALTH WALK (Walk With a Doc)
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



HEALTH WALK (Walk With a Doc)
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



POGUES RUN PARK DESIGN TOUR
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



POGUES RUN PARK DESIGN TOUR
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



ART ON THE GREENWAYS: POGUES RUN ART TOUR
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



ART ON THE GREENWAYS: POGUES RUN ART TOUR
Pogues Run Art and Nature Park- October 20, 2018



WALK WITH SANTA 
Pleasant Run Greenway- December 1, 2018



WALK WITH SANTA 
Pleasant Run Greenway- December 1, 2018



WALK WITH SANTA 
Pleasant Run Greenway- December 1, 2018



WALK WITH SANTA 
Pleasant Run Greenway- December 1, 2018



WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION PARADE OF LIGHTS
Pennsy Trail- December 21, 2018



WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION PARADE OF LIGHTS
Pennsy Trail- December 21, 2018



WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION PARADE OF LIGHTS
Pennsy Trail- December 21, 2018



WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION PARADE OF LIGHTS
Pennsy Trail- December 21, 2018



WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION PARADE OF LIGHTS
Pennsy Trail- December 21, 2018



WINTER FAMILY HIKE
Skiles Test Nature Park- Fall Creek Greenway- January 26, 2019, 10:00 am



WINTER FAMILY HIKE
Skiles Test Nature Park- Fall Creek Greenway- January 26, 2019, 10:00 am



WINTER FAMILY HIKE
Skiles Test Nature Park- Fall Creek Greenway- January 26, 2019, 10:00 am



WINTER FAMILY HIKE
Skiles Test Nature Park- Fall Creek Greenway- January 26, 2019, 10:00 am



RETAIL SALES
Online Store and in Select Local Outlets- March-June 1, 2019



RETAIL SALES
Online Store and in Select Local Outlets- March-June 1, 2019



RETAIL SALES
Online Store and in Select Local Outlets- March-June 1, 2019



RETAIL SALES
Online Store and in Select Local Outlets- March-June 1, 2019



WALK WITH A DOC
Eagle Creek Greenway- March 9, 2019 10:00 am



WALK WITH A DOC
Eagle Creek Greenway- March 9, 2019 10:00 am



WALK WITH A DOC
Eagle Creek Greenway- March 9, 2019 10:00 am



WALK WITH A DOC
Eagle Creek Greenway- March 9, 2019 10:00 am



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



GIRL SCOUT AND BOY SCOUT PATCH PROGRAM
March 11- April 27, 2019



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  MONON TRAIL BIKE TOUR
Monon Rail-Trail- April 27, 2019 9:00 am



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  MONON TRAIL BIKE TOUR
Monon Rail-Trail- April 27, 2019 9:00 am



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  MONON TRAIL BIKE TOUR
Monon Rail-Trail- April 27, 2019 9:00 am



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  MONON TRAIL BIKE TOUR
Monon Rail-Trail- April 27, 2019 9:00 am



GOING OUT WITH A BANG…



POGUES RUN GREENWAY PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
April 15- June 15, 2019

Introduction to Photography and 
Ecology at Spades Park-

Wednesday, May 15, 2019

First Friday Art Show- July 5, 2019

Brookside Exhibit- TBD



DISCOVER INDY GREENWAYS PASSPORT
Spring 2019



5-2-1-0 and the Outdoors:  
A Family Walk with Jump IN for Healthy Kids

May 11, 2019- Pleasant Run Greenway (Garfield Park Arts Center)



Senior Walk With a Dietitian
May 17, 2019- Monon Trail- Nora Commons 



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  WHITE RIVER GREENWAYBIKE TOUR
White River Greenway- June 2019



WALK WITH A DOC 
Spring & Summer 2019 

UPCOMING WALK WITH A DOC PROGRAMS:
Saturday, May 18, 2019
Saturday, June 22-29, 2019
Saturday, July 13, 20, or 27
Saturday, August 17, 2019



ART ON THE GREENWAYS:  WHITE RIVER GREENWAYBIKE TOUR
White River Greenway- June 2019



June 29, 2019



LESSONS FROM THE PILOT PROGRAM 
Reinforced the THREE COMMON 
DENOMINATORS of successful programming:

• Dedicated staff and charge
• Ability to align programming with 

the missions of strategic partners
• Sustainable funding source



There is a DEMAND for broader 
opportunities for users to engage with 
Indy Greenways

• All age groups
• All activity types
• All seasons

LESSONS FROM THE PILOT PROGRAM 



ENGAGING PARTNERS, understanding their 
roles, and leveraging their organizations is a 
key to success.

• Leveraging their resources
• Utilizing their expertise
• Exponential effect of programming

LESSONS FROM THE PILOT PROGRAM 



Indianapolis 
Greenways 
Partnership

FOLLOW OUR PROGRESS…

GreenwaysPartnership.com

Indy 
Greenways 
Partnership
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