Getting Kids on Trails
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VISITOR’S
EXPERIENCE




Inside the Outdoors:

Rancho Sofado




Four Types of Programming

Outdoor Science School
Field Trips

Traveling Scientist

Community Programs




Inside the OQutdoors

. outdoor education since 1974

. administered by the Orange County
Department of Education

... aligned with California content standards
. self-funded

. serves students in four counties
. educates 147,000 children annually
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Redesigning Trails







Disney Executive Volunteer Build Day

at Rancho Sonado
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Trails as Part of the Formal Learning
Environment — Considerations for School Groups

« Distance
Activities
Group Size

Timing

Formal Education Constraints/ Curriculum
Needs
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Service-Learning
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West Coyote Hills




Purposeful—Exhibits, displays, and other media on the
trails and in the nature center support the mission of
West Coyote Hills.

Enjoyable—People seek recreation and become
enlightened in the process, not the other way around.

Relevant—We know the audience and use terms and
examples they will understand.

Organized—Exhibit, displays, and other media follow a
sequence and are guided by storylines.

Thematic—Exhibits are theme-based. Visitors can easily
grasp the message behind the subject matter.




West Coyote Hills Mission Statement

West Coyote Hills fosters a connection
between people and nature. Its balanced plan

preserves natural open space, creates
remarkable living environments, and beckons

residents and visitors alike to be inspired by
the land, the habitats, and the far-reaching

Views.










Vision Session

Robert E. Ward Nature Preserve/West Coyote Hills

Importance of access: Spirit of the site: Target audiences:

build 2 lifelong sense of stewardship other cities
celebrate nearby natural habitats a showrcase of
study a “livir

the site”

the visiting pub

Trails and Open Space Advisory Committes .
Mecting notes from December 6, 2008 planning session WestT Covyoere HiLos
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restored habitats support wildlife, enriching our spirit and our naturnl heritage.

Subtheme !

The human history of West Coyote Hills
spans thousands of years. Footprints
from the past have etched the land.

Subtheme L

A mosaic of habitats is found in West
Coyote Hills, Diverse plant
communities support wildlife, some of
which is threatened.

Subtheme?

Nest Coyote Hills is the focus of habitat
restoration, monitoring, and protection.
Active stewardship of the land is a
responsibility we all share,

Messaqes:

The Tongva likely harvested plants and hunted
game in West Coyote Hills. Encampment and
village sites have been found in the vicinity.

Juan Pacifico Ontiveros received a 35,970-acre
Mexican land grant, Rancho San Juan Cajon
de Santa Ana. With his cattle came nonnative
grasses, an introduction that marked the

transformation of West Coyote Hills' grasslands.

In 1863 Ontiveros sold most of his rancho to
Abel Stearns who continued to graze cattle.
After drought decimated the herds, Steamns
entered into a contract with Domingo
Bastanchury, a Basque shepherd, in 1870.

Bastanchury Ranch bacame the region’s largast
sheep operation. Sheep grazad in West Coyote
Hills and further altered the landscape.

The first oil wells in the region were tapped in
the 1890s, Domingo Bastanchury leased 3,000
acres to Union Cil Co. and 2,400 to Murphy Oil
Co. Chevron continuad its oil operations at West
Coyote Hills until 1954,

Messaqes:

Over half of the acreage of West Coyote Hillsis
set aside as permanently protected natural
open space.

Several habitats comprise West Coyote Hills,
including coastal sage scrub, southern cactus
scrub, and southern willow scrub. Coastal sage
scrub is now one of California’s most endan-
gerad habitats and home to the federally listed
California gnatcatcher.

West Coyote Hills is also home to the coastal
cactus wren, hornad lark, loggerhead shrike,
and other State "species of special concemn.”

Geological processes—erosion, sedimentation,
thrust faults, and folding—have shaped the land
and the landscape.

Vista points provide opportunities to reflect on
the transformation of the Los Angeles Basin
and coastal plain of Orange County over the
course of two centuries, Open space like West
Coyote Hills is a rare and valuable asset,

Messaqges:

The resources of West Coyote Hills—the fruits,
shoots, bulbs, and leaves that yielded food, fi-
ber, and other items of the Tongvan material
culture; the grasses that fed the ranchers’ cattle
and sheep; and the oil that fueled dreams and
profits—supported several human settlements.

Past human activities have left their mark on
the landscape.

Most recently, West Coyote Hills was an active
oil field, classified as a brownfield site after oil
operations were ceased in 1994,

A large portion of West Coyote Hills has been
permanently set aside as natural open space.
Brownfield remediation, habitat restoration, and
long-term monitoring will ensure that dagraded
lands bacome protected wildlife habitat.

Visitors are welcome on this land. Their
respect for rules and regulations will ensure
trail safety, as well as protection of critical
wildlife habitat.




Keeping Track

ﬁ
Leaping, trotting, hopping, or walking,
animals leave clues in the tracks of their feet.

wern ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim

nibh eufs

veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit le is nisl ut aliquip ex ea
commodo conseauat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
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velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilis

€105 et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril

delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla.

Duis autern vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate vel uat, vel illum
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nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent

dolore eu fev
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in the coyote track, but not
the bobcat track?

Wiest Covore Hivis




..:_.

- "‘MQ
, trh gt . Lo, -

-~ o







O
U
O
Q
| -
-
-
QU
C
_I

IoN;

istory Stat

H







o el

-t A J'JJ-l.._‘
}I./‘/",”"
.




The Northern Skyline







Nature Discovery Garden

oA Tork

Yo SO ey erter

-
thrcugh « E - 2 wrmert sculptbues of o
" . N sk

CCoan s

ocghe nabe nvite
Phay and ewming sbout

mend ppen o poetic

wpration.”

T ———T— G
N d ety

- ow

C Wi Fores

Holowed brencres of
widerbary serve as
wingd chimes that

fervim ord 1 ecnLte

jenmrweed, Na end
e ( £ approved
ract swalltwliaias

e chs, and otbers

E Tre Hows

Bosdt x Yoot oM
s ard wet

ot Wt nec t a Coart
v ouk. « bew howse
Mers a view of the Se
overy Dardes ond

Netie w Larcis bayora
















National issues and
iInitiatives

No Child Left Inside Act
State-level environmental literacy plans

Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act

Let’'s Move
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative




No Child Left|HBGE

www.aclicoalition.org

www.cbf.org




Maryland Partnership for Children in Nature

Report and Recommendations to Governor Martin O'Malley

Oregon Environmental Literacy Plan:
Toward a Sustainable Future




Elementary and Secondary Education Act

\""N U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
""l
l'.

A B/ae,ormz‘ /'or ( e/’orm

“A complete education includes...environmental
education ” (page 25).

“A well-rounded education includes...
environmental education” (page 28).

www?2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/blueprint.pdf




America's Great Outdoors
Presidential Initiative

THE AMERICA'S GREAT OUTDOORS
PRESIDENTIAL INITIATIVE

Thursday, July 8, 2010

Developing a 21st Century
conservation and recreation
agenda with specific attention
toward reconnecting Americans,
especially children, to nature.

Defining a community-based
strategy to protecting the nation’s
natural landscape.

In conversation with Senior Leadership from:

ULS. Environmental Protection Agency

Fully funding the Land and Water
Conservation Fund.

www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/presidential-memorandum-americas-great-outdoors




Let's Move

AMERICA’S MOVE TO RAISE A
HEALTHIER GENERATION OF KIDS

www.letsmove.gov




Lessons Learned

Thoughtful planning is multidisciplinary

INTERPRETIVE
OPPORTUNITIES

THE
VISITOR’S /
D EXPERIENCE




Lessons Learned

Thoughtful planning is nonlinear
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Lessons Learned

Thoughtful planning requires a
system of checks and balances
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Bellfree Contractors

www.bellfreecontractors.com
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Inside the Outdoors
www.insidetheoutdoors.org
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The Acorn Group

www.acorngroup.com




