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Getting State Legislators Excited About 
Trails: Caucuses and “Active” Advocacy



State Policy Goals
 Renew, Defend, Increase State-Generated Funding for Active Transportation

 Coalition Building

 Replicate Innovative Policies

 Promote Trail “Networks & Spines”



Previous Achievements
 Since 2016, RTC Supports Over $2 Billion in New State Funding on 10-Year Timeline

 10-Year Calculation Allows Better Apples-to-Apples Comparisons

 Chart Does Not Include Additional Funding Victories, e.g. Funds Renewed or 
Defended, or Large Pots of Money Not Yet Allocated to Trails

10-Year Forecast
One-Time 
(1-Year)

One-Time 
(Mult. Years) Recurring

Year Total 
(One-Time+Recurring)

2016 $5,000,000 $50,000,000 $442,500,000 $497,500,000

2017 $14,000,000 $245,000,000 $1,000,000,000 $1,259,000,000

2018 $31,800,000 $233,000,000 $60,000,000 $324,800,000

TOTAL $50,800,000 $528,000,000 $1,502,500,000 $2,081,300,000



Sample Funding Policies & Tactics
 Statewide Trail Plans: Laying the Groundwork

 Gas Tax Increases

 Park Funding

 Earmarks & Specific Appropriations

 New Governors’ Agendas & Executive Budgets

 Inter-Agency Collaboration

 Legislative Caucuses



A Trails Caucus Is Born...
“California Of The Midwest”

1. Create ATP/RTP to Accelerate Trail Network Development
2. Establish Dedicated Trail Maintenance Funding Source
3. Expand Current & Identify New Funding for Trail Networks

 Potential Funding Mechanisms: Bonds, Gas Tax Increase, Dedicating Recreation-Related (e.g. 
Bike/Bike Parts) Sales Tax Revenues, Increasing Sales Tax, Other Innovative Funding 
Sources/Strategies



The Next Chapter: OhioNetwork
ONE VISION… ONE NETWORK

“A multi-regional coalition of diverse stakeholders that leverages the Ohio 
Legislative Trails Caucus to fund completion & maintenance of trail 

networks in central Ohio and neighboring communities, connecting people, 
places & opportunities.”



Tactics To Raise Awareness
 Action Alerts – e.g. "Ask Your State Legislators to Join Caucus"

 “On Trail” Events Connecting Constituents with Elected Officials

 Collaborative Trails Advocacy Days, Meet & Greets

 District- & Legislator-Focused Advocacy Sheets

 Webinars & Speaking Engagements Involving Caucus Members

 White Papers & Other Collateral to Educate and Create Buy-In



State Elected Engagement
A bipartisan group of state elected officials committed to
creating a statewide trails network connecting Ohioans.

 Caucus Forms in 2017; Current Membership = 35% of Legislature

 Senate & House Designate 2018 “Ohio’s Year of the Trails”

“Connecting trail segments is a powerful tool for economic and community 
development that should be actively facilitated.”

 2018 - $5.1 Million in Trail Appropriations

 2019 - $700,000 to Implement New State Trail Plan



Momentum Builds...
Caucus Mission

 Improve Existing Trail Systems

 Ensure Smart Planning for Future Trails; 
Develop a Statewide Trails Network

 Connect Ohioans with Opportunities for 
Outdoor Recreation and Active Transportation

Initiatives / Near-Term Goals:
 Host Legislator Awareness Event

 Launch trails.ohiodnr.gov (Jan 2018)

 Complete State Trail Plan (Feb 2019)

 Equip State Agencies with Resources to Complete Work

 Launch Statewide Economic Impact Study to 
Measure/Maximize Benefits



"Connecting People, Places & Possibilities"
Trails are at the heart of healthy, thriving communities!



Dayton…
An Outdoor Adventure Recreation Destination….
Planning, Programming and Management

Connecting People to Nature… 
Through an Outdoor Recreation Access Strategy



 14 Million People in 2-Hour Radius

Geographic Advantage



Value-based proposition to create a vibrant, relevant urban core.
Areas of focus include:
 Economic development
 Housing
 Transportation

 Green & Sustainability
 Rivers, Cycling, & Active Lifestyle
 Arts, Entertainment and Culture

A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan



Rivers, Cycling, & Active Lifestyle Recommendations:
 Develop a Comprehensive Cycling Program
 Rivers Navigable, Accessible & Enjoyable
 Outdoor Urban Recreation Destinations

 Urban Nodes, People-Oriented Streets & Parks
 Establish Attractive, People-Centered Corridors, Linkages & Gateways

A Greater Downtown Dayton Plan



Dayton, Ohio: In Transition

 Economic Transition

 Institutions Leading

 Recruitment & Retention

 Need a Game-Changer

Outdoor Recreation is the Game-Changer for Our Region.
"The Outdoor Adventure Capital of the Midwest"



 MoMBA
 Twin Valley Trail

 Recreation Trails & Comp Bikeway Plan
 Great Blue Heron Disc Golf
 Improved River Access

 Mad River Enhancements
 Great Miami River Enhancement

Place Making



The Recreation Destination Strategy

Enthusiasts 
& Clubs

Retailers, Outfitters &
Guides

Skills Building, Clinics,
Training & Trips

Image & Promotion

Places
to Play

Advocacy & 
Political 
Action



Three Dimensions of Access

Outdoor 
Recreation
Programs

Outdoor
Recreation
Facilities

Outdoor 
Recreation
Outreach  

 Remove Barriers to Recreation by Helping Local 
Residents Develop the Context, Understanding, 
Skills and Knowledge to Recreate Independently​.

 Create the Foundation of an Independent 
Recreation Movement through Development of 
Active Recreation Facilities and Improved Access 
to Trails, Rivers and Active Things to Do​.

 Act as a Catalyst in the Community to Drive the 
Growth of a Vibrant Outdoor Culture and 
Community.



PartnerNet

Business

Civic

Volunteer & 
Service Learning

Alliances Special 
Events

Cross 
Promotions

Institutions/
Non-Profits

Enthusiast 
Organizations



Strategy Creates Expectations

 Outdoor Recreation Social Trends

 Dayton’s Natural Resources/Location

 45 Outdoor Retailers

 40 Outdoor Clubs

 Media Coverage

 Recreation Events

 Recreation Dept. Outreach Efforts

 Community Projects

INCREASING DEMAND!

 Universities

 Municipalities

 Youth Programs

 Climbing Wall

 Improved Marketing

 Accessibility

 Wright Patterson Air Force Base















Motivating Elected Officials
1. Think About How Engaged Your Elected Officials are Currently Re: 

Trail/Active Transportation Networks.

2. Discuss with Your Group What Would Get Your Elected Officials 
Excited About Trails/AT so that They Take Funding and Supporting 
Innovative Policies to the Next Level.

3. Use the Strategy Outline Worksheet to Organize Your Thinking and 
Record Your & Group Members’ Thoughts.

4. Be Prepared to Report Out as well as to Provide Feedback on the 
Tactics and Approaches Presented.



Questions?
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