


!! More multi-use trails built throughout the state 

!! More people of all ages and abilities using trails 

!! New Yorkers not accustomed to obey crosswalk 

laws 



!! Learn more about the status of road and trail 

intersection design and safety in New York 

!! Increase awareness of road and trail intersection 

safety for trail users and motorists 

!! Suggest ways to further optimize the safety of road 

and trail intersections 



!! Review existing studies and design guidelines 

!! Survey practitioners 
"! Phase One – 1896 individuals 

"! Trail managers 

"! Local elected officials 

"! County planners 

"! County highway superintendents 

"! Bicycle pedestrian coordinators – NYSDOT, MPO 

"! NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and NYS Parks 
regional personnel 

"! Phase Two – 108 individuals 
"! Bicycle pedestrian coordinators – NYSDOT, MPO 

"! NYSDEC and NYS Parks regional personnel 

"! County Traffic Safety Board chairpersons 



!! Type of trail and classification of road crossed 

!! Road and trail intersection design 

!! Occurrence and nature of crashes 

!! Nature and number of safety complaints 

!! Suggestions for improving road and trail intersection 

safety 



Phase One 

!! 9% response rate  
"! 212 surveys 

"! 194 trails, 174 individuals 

"! 56 of New York’s 62 counties represented 

"! 50% highway superintendents and public works 
departments (44% local,6% county) 

Phase Two 

!! 18.5% response rate  
"! 20 surveys  



Previous safety complaints 
"!  39 (20%) – Phase One survey 

"!    8 (35%) – Phase Two survey 

!! Speeding vehicles 

!! Poor sight distance 

!! 60% Phase One and 65% Phase Two - little or no 
idea of design guidelines used  



!! Limited information 
"! 41 unknown (21%)  

"! 42 no answer (22%)  

!! 7 crashes reported   
"! 2 – bicyclists; 1 – pedestrian 

"! 3 – OHVs  (dirt bikes, ATVs, 4-wheelers); 1-snowmobile 

!! 3 fatal  
"! cyclist – alignment issues, well signed 

"! ATV rider – illegal use, no on-road signs 

"! ATV rider – legal use, user error, well signed 



!! Design 
"! Signage for road and trails – focus on 

 alerting motorist to trail (14) 

"! Crosswalks (12) 

!! Maintenance – sight distance and crosswalks 

!! Enforcement - speed limits, crosswalk laws 

!! Education  



!! Policy changes 

!! Design suggestions to supplement current 

guidelines and standards, keyed to road and 

trail traffic volume 

!! Public education 



!! Refine or clarify existing laws to account for trails as 
a transportation corridor and address the unique 
needs of road and trail intersections 
"! E.g., Are trails equivalent to sidewalks in the definition of 

an unmarked crosswalk? (V&T 110 (a))  

!! Crash reporting 
"! Add category for road and trail intersection crashes to 

existing forms to aid information collection and 
retrieval 

!! Maintenance 
"!Funding assistance 

"!Improve communication among involved parties 





"! Crosswalks - Marked, textured, raised  

"! Trail name signs  

  



"! Refuge islands  

"! Speed humps 

"! Flashing signals 



"! Name recognition and 

visibility 

"! Large number of users 

"! Many intersections with 

striped crosswalks 

Initial Focus – Erie Canalway Trail 









!! Road and Trail Intersection Safety: An examination of 

present practice, Recommendations for future actions  

!! Articles in PTNY, trail group and community newsletters 

!! Press releases 

!! Public service announcement contest for high schools 

!! Workshops with County Traffic Safety Boards, law 

enforcement officials, planning and bike-ped personnel 

!! Website - Cornell Local Roads Program for highway 

superintendents 

!! Youtube and local television stations 

!! Conference presentations 



!! AAA regional offices and existing driver 

education classes  

!! NYS Department of Health Injury 

Prevention Unit - health and safety fairs 

!! Selected Erie Canalway Trail kiosks 

!! Chambers of Commerce 



!! PTNY Cycling the Erie Canal guidebook 

purchasers 

!! PTNY-sponsored event participants 

!! PTNY workshops, responses to inquiries 



www.ptny.org 


