ocates

Agencies and Adv
oad Corridors

P\an ners,

A Resource for
Active Railr

on Trails Along




2013 Rail-with-Trail Report

e PA DCNR funded
e National scope %

e 88 Trail managers from
33 states participated

e Tool for trail managers
and advocates




Rails-with-Trails are Common

2013
o 217 trails (nearly 10% of rail-trails)
e 560 miles
e 42 states

2017
o 289 trails (nearly 10% of rail-trails)
e 813 miles
43 states


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The growth and popularity of rails-with-trails is similar to the growth of traditional rail-trails. There are currently 1,785 open rail-trails in the U.S. for a total of 21,239 miles; rail-trails exist in all 50 states. RTC’s trails database indicates that there are as many as 167 rails-with-trails in 41 states, representing approximately 9% of the total number of rail-trails in the United States. RTC reports in 1996 and 2000 analyzed 37 and 61 rails-with-trails, respectively. 

At least 60 more rail-with-trails are known to be in various stages of development. 

Date
Number of Trails
Total Trail Length (in miles)
Percent parallel to rail line (miles)
# of states with RWTs
1996
37
299
51%
N/A
2000
61
523
46%
20
2013 (88 trails)
88
820
39%
33
2013 total
167
1,437
39%
41
2014
217
2221
31%
42




Rails-with-Trails are Growing

60+ rails-with-trails
in development



Rails-with-Trails are Safe

Two known fatalities involving trail
user & train on RWT: South Bay Trail
in Bellingham, WA (2008); Santa Fe
Rail-Trail, New Mexico (2014)
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Number of Times Trail Crosses Railroad Tracks

2or3
4 or more

No answer

Trail/Rail Crossing Type

*Multiple crossing types were reported for some trails

At grade crossing

Grade separated, bridge

Grade separated, tunnel
(or under trestle)




Separation
CEIGES)



Existence of barriers between trail and rail

Yes, barriers exist on all or
a portion of the trail
corridor

MNo barriers between trail
and railroad tracks

No answer

Barrier type

Vegetation Grade Ditch
separation

Concrete wall

*Several trails reported multiple barrier types
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
MLK Promenade (CA)


=100 ft. No answer




Frequency of Rail Service




Maximum Train Speed

<10mph 10-20 20-30 3040 40-50 50-60 >60 mph unknown
mph mph mph mph mph




Railroad Corridor Ownership

Legal issues:
Public .
Private - Class | OW n e rS h I p

Private - other

Unknown

Type of railroad operation

Class | freight  Class Il or Publicly Tourist or Amtrak Rapid transit ~ Unknown
other freight owned excursion or light rail
(regional or  passenger train
shortline) (regional
commuter
rail)

*Multiple types of service exist along many RWTs


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Railroad corridor ownership only indicates who owns the railroad corridor, not the trail corridor. See next slide for graphs that provide more detail on where trail corridors are located.

Multiple types of service exist along many RWTs (e.g., the MBT is along CSX owned track that serves Amtrak and MARC, and a portion of the MBT is along WMATA


Location of trail corridor relative Corridor Ownership of RWTs
to active railroad right-of-way Within the Railroad ROW

Within active railroad right-

of-way Public
Immediately adjacent to Private - Class |
active railroad righ-of-way Private - other
Both within and adjacent to Unknown
active railroad right-of-way

Unknown

Trail Corridor Acquisition Method

Fee simple Easement, Trail agency Other Unknown/no
purchase lease or license owned corridor answer

agreement prior to trail

development



Presenter
Presentation Notes
RWTs that are located adjacent – but completely outside – the railroad right-of-way generally acquire trail corridor property using a combination of methods (piecemeal fee purchase from private property owners, lease or easement from property owners, private or public, etc.).

RWTs located completely or partially within the railroad corridor generally acquire rights to develop a trail through a lease, license or easement agreement. Many of the agreements include requirements like: indemnification, fencing, construction guidelines and insurance coverage. Several of the dozen example agreements that we collected include requirement to carry a comprehensive general liability insurance policy for the trail. Required coverage for these policies ranged from $2M - $10M. 
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