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Outdoor Recreation and 
Conservation Careers Toolkit
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The Outdoor Recreation Economy accounts for $646 billion in 
consumer spending annually with 6.1 million American jobs. 
Federal employees contain …

• Retirement-eligibility: 31 % of federal employees already are retirement-eligible
• Diversity: The Executive order 13583 directs executive departments and agencies (agencies) to develop 

and implement a more comprehensive, integrated, and strategic focus on diversity and inclusion as a 
key component of their human resources strategies.
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Career Toolkit

Young, diverse 
jobseekers

Government 
agencies and 

outdoor industry 
with a need to 
diversify their 

workforce
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• Federal and Regional Government Outdoor Fields of Occupation
• Federal Government Agencies: Outdoor Career Opportunities
• Regional Government Agencies: Outdoor Career Opportunities
• Finding and Applying for a Government Job
• Navigating the USAJobs.com site 
• Creating a Resume and Resources for Federal Government Jobs

1 OVERVIEW

GOVERNMENT OUTDOOR CAREERS

NONPROFIT, EDUCATION, AND FOR PROFIT OUTDOOR CAREERS

• Introduction and Overview to Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Careers
• Case Studies for Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Careers

• Nonprofit and Education Outdoor Career Opportunities
• For Profit Sector Outdoor Career Opportunities 
• Resources for Starting an Outdoor Career

2

3
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TYO Path: Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Careers Toolkit
TYO: Transforming Youth Outdoors:  https://www.mytyo.org

SOURCE 1
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AORE Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Career Toolkit
Association of Outdoor Recreation and Education:  https://www.aore.orgSOURCE 2
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Choose your outdoor career path!

Get started by asking yourself some very basic 
questions. Even though you might not be able to 
answer all of them, it is a good first step to narrow 
down what you really want to do.

Ready? Let’s go!
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Questions to Ask Yourself

High school
Associate’s
Bachelor’s
Master’s
PHD
Certificates
Practical 
experience

1
What is my  
experience
educational 

background?
Protection of the 
environment
Working with 
youth
Science
Hands on work in 
the outdoors
New energies
Serving people and 
communities

2
What is my 

passion?

Natural Resources
Outdoor Recreation
Outdoor 
Conservation
Environmental 
Education
Outdoor Youth 
Development
Retail
Brands and 
Manufacturing

3
What are 

interesting 
fields of 

occupation? IN or FOR the 
Outdoors / both
Interesting work
The mission of 
the employer
Job security
Moving / not 
moving to 
another location
Good benefits
Money
Many options for 
different career 
paths

4
What working 

environment do 
I want?

Government Jobs
Federal and Local  
Government 

Private 
Nonprofits
Education
Commercial 
Businesses

5
Government 

career or 
private sector?
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Choosing a Career Path... 
The Progression

Sectors
• Government
• Nonprofit & 

Education
• For Profit

Fields of 
Occupation
Choosing the 

general field you 
want to get into, 

for example, Land 
Management or 

Parks and 
Recreation.

Occupations & 
Careers

Specific careers, 
like park ranger, 

guide, 
environmental 
educator and 

more!
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For – Profit
Careers working in and for the 
outdoors in the for profit sector 
branch across a variety of technical 
fields. The nature of available 
positions may differ depending on 
the field of your choice. Positions 
may be seasonal, part-time or full-
time dependent on the outdoor 
career path you choose to pursue.

Government

There are many outdoor 
related fields of occupations 
where federal and local 
government agencies provide 
career opportunities, such as 
land management, parks and 
recreation and conservation, 
or environmental education.

Nonprofit & Education

There are an abundance of jobs in 
the nonprofit and education sectors 
that allow you to work in or for the 
outdoors. Careers in the outdoors in 
both education and nonprofit 
sectors can vary greatly depending 
on the mission and vision of the 
organization you choose to work for.

Part 1: Sectors
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Part 2: Fields of Occupation

Wildlife 
and 

Fisheries

Parks and 
Recreation

Water 
Management

Forestry

Land 
Management

Geoscience

Brands 
and 

Manufacturing

Environmental 
Education

Outdoor 
Youth 

Development

Conservation 
Programs

Outdoor 
Recreation

Therapeutic 
Programs

Admin, IT 
and 

Operations

Guides and 
Outfitters

Retail
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Part 3: Occupations & Careers

• Cartographer
• Environmental  Lawyer
• Environmental  Planner
• GIS Specialist, GIS Analyst
• Wildland Firefighter
• Plant Protection Technician
• Soil Conservation Technician
• Forestry Technician
• Outreach Coordinator

• Program Coordinator 
• Logistics Coordinator
• Recreation  Coordinator
• Guide / Instructor
• Photographer/Videographer
• Program Manager
• Sales / Customer Service
• Volunteer Coordinator
• Wildlife or Fisheries Biologist

• Geologist
• Camp Director
• Marketing/Communications Manager
• Landscape Architect
• Nonprofit Executive Director
• Retail Specialist
• Graphic Designer
• Public Relations
• Land Surveyor

It can be helpful to start by reviewing a list of different career options. Knowing what 
types of work people do may lead you to a field you didn't know existed - and one of 
them just might be ideal for you! Here are just a few examples of potential careers and 
occupations you may be interested in pursuing.
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1
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GOVERNMENT OUTDOOR CAREERS
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GOVERNMENT OUTDOOR CAREERS
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State, county, and local
government have a 
variety of agencies that
provide opportunity for 
work in and for the 
outdoors:  

• Parks and Recreation Agencies
• Fire Authorities
• Land Use and Environmental Health 

Authorities

• State Park Agencies

• State Wildlife 
Organizations

• State Fish and Game 
Management

• State Conservation 
Corps and Districts

• City Level Parks and Recreation 
organizations

County Level

State Level

Municipal (city, town, municipality)
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Research regional agencies

• Each state uses slightly different terms for their agencies. However, most regional governments (county and city) provide services 
such as environmental protection, fire protection, forest protection, parks and open space, planning and zoning, recreation programs, 
soil and water conservation, water supply and protection etc. These are useful search terms when researching relevant local agencies.

• Exploring your city or county website will help you identify local agencies currently offering positions you are interested in.

• Some relevant state level agencies are listed in the appendix of this guide and might serve as a starting point in your search.

Where do your regional agencies post their job openings?

• Agency’s homepages: Save and link agencies that inspire you. If possible sign-up for notifications as new job postings become 
available.

• State government job portals (e.g. www.Colorado.gov/jobs.) Check, if your local agencies post jobs on a state wide common 
website as well. If so, create a profile and determine your relevant search criteria. Depending of your field of education or passion 
possible search criteria could be natural resources, recreation wildlife, environment services, land use, parks, or sciences.

• Commercial job portals; A quick search through indeed, linked-in, or google can be helpful in identifying agencies and available 
positions in your area. When searching you can use words like: State Land management agencies, local outdoor agencies, outdoor 
jobs, outdoor volunteer opportunities. Often you can find a summary of the job posting on the portal and a link guides you to the 
actual homepage or government job portal.

• School, college or university career center: usually have good relationships with local agencies and might guide you to inside 
information and internships or volunteer jobs that are not listed on the official job sites

• Word of mouth and job boards at local offices: internships or temporary jobs might be posted on a physical board in local 
offices.

Be consistent and patient

• Check job postings regularly; positions come and go quickly, be sure to check agencies websites and resources weekly at the least.

http://www.colorado.gov/jobs


WEBINAR: OUTDOOR RECREATION AND CONSERVATION CAREERS TOOLKIT 25

Alabama
• Department of Conservation & Natural Resources. Includes parks, wildlife, fishing, 

hunting, boating, and trails. http://www.outdooralabama.com/
• Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA). Includes divisions of 

energy and water resources. www.adeca.alabama.gov/
• Careers in Conservation http://www.outdooralabama.com/careers-conservation

Alaska
• Department of Natural Resources. Includes the divisions of Agriculture, Forestry, 

Geological & Geophysical Surveys, Mining, Land & Water, Oil & Gas, Parks & 
Outdoor Recreation http://dnr.alaska.gov

• Department of Fish & Game http://www.adfg.alaska.gov
• Department of Environmental Conservation http://dec.alaska.gov/
• Alaska Job Center http://jobs.alaska.gov

Arizona
• Arizona State Agencies. Includes Department of Agriculture, State Parks, 

Department of Environmental Quality, Forestry and Fire Management, Game and 
Fish Department, Geological Survey, Land Department, and Water Resources.
https://azdirect.az.gov/agencies

• Natural Resources Division https://land.az.gov/divisions/natural-resources
• Arizona Conservations Corps http://www.azcorps.org/
• Arizona State Jobs http://www.hr.az.gov/AZStateJobs/

Arkansas
• Arkansas State Agencies. Includes Agriculture Department, Alternative Energy 

Commission, Environmental Quality, Forestry, Game and Fish Commission, 
Geographic Information Systems, Geology, Natural & Cultural Resources, Parks,
Recreation & Travel, and State Parks. 
http://www.arkansas.gov/government/agencies

• Arkansas Sate Jobs http://www.arkansas.gov/jobs/

California 
• Natural Resources Agency. Includes CAL Fire, California Conservation Corps, 

Department of Conservation, Department of Fish and Wildlife, Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Department of Water Resources museums and conservancies. 
http://resources.ca.gov

• CAL Jobs https://jobs.ca.gov

Colorado
• Department of Natural Resources. Includes the divisions of Avalanche Info, 

Forestry, Mining, Oil & Gas, Parks &Wildlife, State Lands, Water Conservation, and 
Water Resources. https://cdnr.us

• Energy Office https://www.colorado.gov/energyoffice
• Department of Agriculture https://www.colorado.gov/agmain
• Colorado Youth Corps Association http://www.cyca.org
• Colorado State Careers https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dhr/jobs

Connecticut
• Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). Includes departments 

of Energy, Environmental Quality, Natural Resources, and Outdoor 
Recreation http://www.ct.gov/deep/site/default.asp

• DEEP Job Opportunities www.ct.gov/deep/jobs

Delaware 
• Department of Natural Resources and Environment Control (DNREC). Includes the 

divisions of Energy & Climate, Coastal Programs, Air Quality, Waste & Hazardous 
Substances, Water, Fish & Wildlife, Parks & Recreation, and Watershed 
Stewardship. http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/Divisions.aspx

• Delaware Youth Conservation Corps http://www.destateparks.com/volunteers/ycc/
• DNREC Jobs http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/Employment.aspx

http://www.outdooralabama.com/
http://www.adeca.alabama.gov/
http://www.outdooralabama.com/careers-conservation
http://dnr.alaska.gov/
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/
http://dec.alaska.gov/
http://jobs.alaska.gov/
https://azdirect.az.gov/agencies
https://land.az.gov/divisions/natural-resources
http://www.azcorps.org/
http://www.hr.az.gov/AZStateJobs/
http://www.arkansas.gov/government/agencies
http://www.arkansas.gov/jobs/
http://resources.ca.gov/
https://jobs.ca.gov/
https://cdnr.us/
https://www.colorado.gov/energyoffice
https://www.colorado.gov/agmain
http://www.cyca.org/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dhr/jobs
http://www.ct.gov/deep/site/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/deep/jobs
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/Divisions.aspx
http://www.destateparks.com/volunteers/ycc/
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/Employment.aspx
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NONPROFIT, EDUCATION, AND FOR PROFIT OUTDOOR CAREERS
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TYO Path: Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Careers Toolkit
TYO: Transforming Youth Outdoors:  https://www.mytyo.org

SOURCE 1
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AORE Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Career Toolkit
Association of Outdoor Recreation and Education:  https://www.aore.orgSOURCE 2
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QUESTIONS AND NEXT STEPS
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Contact

For further information please visit MyTYO.org

This content has been created by 
TYO: Transforming Youth Outdoors
in partnership with US Fish & Wildlife Service


