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to document the extent of crime on rail-trails and review such crime

in a broader perspective.
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of public trails from former rail lines and connecting

corridors.
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INTRODUCTION

At it’s peak, the U.S. railroad network extended for almost 300,000 miles.
More than half of this remarkable system has since become superfluous
and in the latter half of the 20th century more than 2,000 miles of track
annually have been abandoned or left unused by the railroad companies.

Since the early 1960’s, efforts to preserve this part of our national industrial heritage
have taken hold in community after community and more than 10,000 miles of former
rail line have been opened as multi-use trails. In every state except Hawaii, people are
bicycling, walking, running, in-line-skating, snow-mobiling and horseback riding on more
than 950 rail-trails and there are plans for an additional 1,200 rail-trails stretching a
further 18,000 miles.

While rail-trails are hugely popular and successful once they
are open, during the development phase trail promoters often
...converting have to answer a wide range of concerns that local residents may

. have about the impact of the proposed trail on their community.
an abandoned rail , _ . .
Stories of trails attracting drug dealers, murderers and rapists

corridor to a trail tends are perpetuated by trail opponents with only a handful of

to reduce crime by newspaper headlines to back up their assertions rather than
cleaning up the land- empirical research. Despite numerous studies that have concluded
. rail-trails do not generate crime, concerns persist and fear of the
scape and attracting . . . .
unknown continues to provide fertile ground for trail opponents.
people who use the trail The research that has been conducted, along with anecdotal

for recreation and evidence, suggests that converting an abandoned rail corridor to

. a trail actually tends to reduce crime by cleaning up the land-
transportation. . . _
scape and attracting people who use the trail for recreation and

vvv transportation.

Recognizing the need to address these concerns, Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy (RTC) conducted a survey of all rail-trail managers in an effort to
document the level of crime on trails and identify the mitigation measures used by trail
designers and managers. The objectives of this study were threefold: 1) to document the
levels of crime on urban, suburban and rural rail-trails with current statistics and compre-
hensive data, 2) to examine trail management strategies that can mitigate crime and
improve trail safety, and 3) to put crime on trails in perspective. A summary of past studies,
our methodology, results, recommendations and several case studies follow.
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PREVIOUS RESEARCH

Four separate studies conducted between
1979 and 1997 concluded that rail-trails
do not increase crime.’

A study of the Burke-Gilman Trail in Seattle,
Washington relied on interviews with local police
officers and residents adjacent to the 12-mile
urban rail-trail. The study found that incidents of
vandalism and burglary did not increase as a result
of the trail. To the contrary, the rate of vandalism
and break-ins to adjacent property was well below
the neighborhood average. Police said that they did
not anticipate crime being a problem as long as
motor vehicle use on the trail was prohibited,
citing that the separation of a criminal from his/
her escape vehicle as being a primary deterrent.

In the Minnesota study, the Department of
Natural Resources interviewed property owners
near the proposed Root River Trail in southeastern
Minnesota and the proposed Soo Line Trail in
eastern Minnesota. The study also interviewed
property owners adjacent to the existing Douglas
Trail near Rochester and the Heartland Trail in
northern Minnesota. The study concluded that
residents adjacent to existing rail-trails experienced
much less crime than was anticipated by residents
near proposed rail-trail projects.

A National Park Service study of the 26-mile
Heritage Trail in rural Iowa, the 16-mile St. Marks
Trail through small communities in Florida, and
the 8-mile Layfayette/Moraga Trail in suburban
San Francisco found that property owners experi-

enced relatively few problems resulting from the
existence of a rail-trail. Most adjacent property
owners reported that rates of vandalism, burglary
and trespassing had remained the same or de-
creased since the opening of the trail. The majority
of property owners interviewed in the National
Park Service study reported that living near a trail
was better than they expected and also better than
living near unused rail corridors.

A recent survey of residents near the Mohawk-
Hudson Bike-Hike trail in New York asked respon-
dents to comment on twelve potential problems
that could arise from the trail. The respondents
ranked each potential problem on a scale of one to
five, with one being “not a problem” to five being
a “major problem.” The items that were ranked
highest as being a major problem were litter (14%
of respondents), illegal motor vehicle use (12%),
and disruptive noise from the trail (12%). For these
three items the percentage of users who indicated
that these were not a problem at all was 41%, 44%,
and 45%, respectively.

All four studies found that while some
residents were apprehensive about rail-trail projects
most did not experience problems after the trail’s
opening. In fact, many became users of the trail
and the majority recognized the trail’s economic
and health benefits to the community. The Burke-
Gilman and the National Park Service studies both
found rail-trails to have a slightly positive effect on
property values in adjacent neighborhoods, further
testimony to the safety and benefit of rail-trails.
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METHODOLOGY

RTC used several methods of data collec-
tion for this report.

In January 1997, RTC mailed surveys to the
managers of all known open rail-trails (861) in the
United States based on contacts maintained in
RTC’s database of rail-trails. This survey asked trail
managers to report any crimes against persons or
property committed on their trails during the years
of 1995 and 1996. The survey listed several types of
crime in each category for the respondent to
consider. The survey also asked questions regard-
ing the use of such safety features as lights, phones
and posted warnings. Finally, the survey asked

.. R

A local patroler makes his rounds on the lllinois Prairie Path.
(Jean Mooring)

about the existence, mode and frequency of trail
patrols. From this effort, RTC received 372 usable
responses, a 43% response rate, reflecting a diverse
set of trail types, lengths and geographic locations.
Trail types included 36 urban, 81 suburban and
255 rural trails.? The length of these trails ranged
from one-fifth of a mile to 145 miles. Geographic
representation was quite broad with 38 of the 49
states that currently have at least one rail-trail
responding.

In June 1997, RTC collected supplementary
statistical and anecdotal information on the impact
of rail-trails upon local crime. Using contact
information provided by survey respondents, RTC
sent letters to thirty local law enforcement agen-
cies® with questions regarding impact of the rail-trail
on crime, the presence of trail users as a crime
deterrent and comparisons of crime on the trail to
the crime in surrounding areas. Twelve of these
agencies
responded, a 40% return, with letters regarding
the safety of rail-trails. Finally, in July 1997, RTC
conducted phone interviews with several coordina-
tors of volunteer and professional rail-trail patrols
to discuss the operation of their patrols. RTC
compiled information on the organization, objec-
tives and success of seven urban, suburban and
rural trail patrols.
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STUDY FINDINGS

The summarized results appear in the
following four sections, major crimes,
minor crimes, design strategies and trail
patrols.

Major crimes are, defined for the purpose of
this report, as those crimes against persons includ-
ing mugging, assault, rape and murder. Minor
crimes are those against property including
graffiti, littering, sign damage, motorized trail use,
trespassing and break-ins to adjacent property.
Quotations from law enforcement letters are
included in the text where appropriate. The
complete text of the letters appears in Appendix A.

Figures for the actual number of incidents of
crimes against persons are reported whereas the
incidents of property crimes are expressed by the
number of trails reporting any occurrence during
the year. This was done because of the difficulty in
quantifying some of the types of minor crimes
such as litter or graffiti incidents.

Overall, results from the study indicate that
rail-trails are safe places for people to be. The study
also found that trail managers often employ
preventative design strategies and patrols to reduce
the possibility of crime and improve the efficient
management of the trail.

MAJOR CRIMES

Out of 372 trails included in this study, RTC
found only eleven rail-trails in 1995 and ten rail-
trails in 1996 which had experienced any type of
major crime, 3% of responding trails.

“The trail does not encourage crime, and
in fact, probably deters crime since there

are many people, tourists and local
citizens using the trail for many activities
at various hours of the day.”
— Pat Conlin, Sheriff
Green County, Wis.

These figures are very low considering the
372 trails surveyed cover nearly 7,000 miles of trail
and more than 45 million estimated annual users.*
Letters from law enforcement agencies support
these findings. They consistently report that rail-
trails do not encourage crime; rather, several
letters cited heavy trail usage as a crime deterrent

in areas of former isolation:

“The trail has not caused any increase in
the amount of crimes reported and the
few reported incidents are minor in
nature...We have found that the trail
brings in so many people that it has
actually led to a decrease in problems we
formerly encountered such as underage
drinking along the river banks. The
increased presence of people on the trail
has contributed to this problem being
reduced.”

— Charles R. Tennant, Chief of Police,

Elizabeth Township, Buena Vista, Pa.

Following is a summary of major crimes on
rail-trails by urban, suburban and rural areas as
well as a comparison to national crime figures.
Although directly comparable statistics were not
available, violent crime rates from the FBI’s 1995
Uniform Crime Report provide some comparison
by showing the number of crimes per 100,000
inhabitants in urban, suburban and rural areas.’
When compared to rates of rail-trail crime, these
figures provide a sense of how infrequently crimes
on rail-trails occur. The results are presented in
Table 1 and followed by discussion.
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TABLE 1

Comparisons of Incidence Rate of Major Crimes on Rail-trails

to U.S. Crime Rates.

1995 1995 1995

CRIME National’ Rail-Trails? National’ Rail-Trails? National’ Rail-Trails?
Mugging 335 0.53 (1995) 102 0.00 (1995) 19 0.00 (1995)
0.30 (1996) 0.01 (1996) 0.01 (1996)
Assault 531 0.58 (1995) 293 0.02 (1995) 203 0.01 (1995)
0.34 (1996) 0.01 (1996) 0.01 (1996)
Foreble 43 0.04 (1995) 29 0.00 (1995) 26 0.01 (1995)
ape 000 (1996) 0.00 (1996) 001 (1996)
Murder 11 0.04 (1995) 4 0.01 (1995) 5 0.01 (1995)
0.01 (1996) 0.01 (1996) 0.01 (1996)

1. Note: Rates per 100,000 population; FBI Uniform Crime Reports for 1995.

2. Note: rates per 100,000 users; RTC survey results.

MAJOR CRIMES ON RAIL-TRAILS
URBAN RAIL-TRAILS

RTC found the crime rates on urban rail-trails to be very low compared to the national crime
rate for urban areas. Note that one urban trail located in South Boston, Massachusetts is
where the majority of personal crimes were experienced:

V¥ Each year, an estimated 5 million people use the 36 urban rail-trails surveyed,
covering 332 miles.

V¥ The national rate of urban muggings is 335 per 100,000 inhabitants®; two urban rail-
trails reported muggings (26 incidents) in 1995 and only one trail reported muggings
(15 incidents) in 1996.

V¥ The national rate of urban assaults is 531 per 100,000 inhabitants; only three urban
rail-trails reported assaults in 1995 (29 incidents) and 1996 (17 incidents).

V¥ The national rate of forcible rape in urban areas is 43 per 100,000; one urban rail-
trail reported two rapes in 1995 and no rapes were reported in 1996.

V¥ The national urban murder rate is 11 per 100,000 urban inhabitants; one urban rail-
trail reported two murders in 1995. None of the urban rail-trails reported murders
for 1996.

RAIL-TRAILS AND SAFE COMMUNITIES 5



SUBURBAN RAIL-TRAILS

RTC found crime rates on suburban trails to be even lower than on urban rail-trails. The rate
of crime on rail-trails was also low compared to national statistics of overall suburban crime.

V¥ An estimated 14 million people use more than 1,100 miles of trail on the 82 subur-
ban trails surveyed.

V¥ The national rate of suburban muggings is 102 per 100,000 inhabitants; none of the
suburban rail-trails reported muggings for the year of 1995 and only one mugging
was reported in 1996.

V¥ The national rate of suburban aggravated assaults is 293 per 100,000 inhabitants;
three assaults occurred on three suburban rail-trails in 1995 and only two assaults
occurred on suburban rail-trails in 1996.

V¥ The national rate of suburban rape is 29 per 100,000 persons; none of the suburban
rail-trails reported a rape in 1995 or 1996.

V¥ Nationally, four murders per 100,000 inhabitants occur in suburban areas; there were
no reports of murder on suburban rail-trails in 1995 or 1996.

RURAL RAIL-TRAILS

Major crimes occurred with even less frequency on rural rail-trails than on urban or subur-
ban ones. These rates are also low compared to overall rural crime rates.

V¥ There are an estimated 26 million annual users on the 254 surveyed rural trails
covering 5,282 miles.

V¥ The national rate of mugging in rural areas is 19 per 100,000 inhabitants; none of the
rural rail-trails reported muggings in 1995 and only one reported an incident in 1996.

V¥ The national rural rate of aggravated assault is 203 incidents per 100,000 persons;
only three rural rail-trails reported three assaults in 1995 and the same number in
1996.

V¥ Nationally, there were 26 forcible rapes per 100,000 rural inhabitants; two rural rail-
trails reported rapes in 1995 and one trail reported a rape in 1996.

V¥ The national murder rate for rural areas is 5 per 100,000; none of the rural rail-trails
reported a murder over the two year period.

vvv
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MINOR CRIMES FIGURE 1

According to our survey findings, only one-
fourth of the rail-trail managers reported any Percent of Trails Reporting Major Crimes
type of minor crime, such as graffiti or littering 109% - 1996
and these problems were quickly corrected as 806 |
part of routine trail management. The data 6% 1
indicates the occurance of each infraction rather 4% &
than the actual number of incidents. 206 1
.. 0% - = f
Letters from law enforcement officials .
L Mugging  Assault Rape Murder
attest that the actual volume of incidents such as
graffiti, littering, sign damage and motorized BUrban BSuburban ERural
use were minimal. In fact, one letter noted that
litter was virtually nonexistent on a section of
converted rail, but was overwhelming on portions
which had not been converted to trail, again minor effect on the trail and usually did not harm
highlighting the benefits of converting an aban- adjacent private property. The following letter
doned rail corridor to a trail: indicates that trails make good neighbors.
“My family and I took part in a community “Since the trail was constructed and
clean-up day. ...By the end of the mile and opened for use we have found that the
a half, we had found ONE piece of litter trail has not caused any inconvenience to
almost too small to have noticed. ...once property owners along the trail. The
you leave the path and continue where residents seem to enjoy having the trail
the railway line had been, the trash and near their homes.”
graffiti are overwhelming.” — Charles R. Tennant Chief of Police,
— Ross L. Riggs, Chief of Police Elizabeth Township, Buena Vista, Pa.
Louisville, Ohio
A breakdown of the property crimes commit-
Moreover, RTC found that the majority of the ted on rail-trails in urban, suburban and rural areas
property crimes committed on rail-trails had only a in 1996 and some comparisons to national averages

follow.” The results are presented in
Table 2 and followed by a discussion.

Many trails close at dark and patrols help to clear them. (Karen Stewart)
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TABLE 2

Comparison of Incidence Rate of Minor Crimes on Rail-trails
to U.S. Crime Rates & Percentage of Trails Reporting Types of Crime in 1995.

URBAN SUBURBAN RURAL
CRIME
National Rail-Trails? National Rail-Trails? National Rail-Trails?
BURGLARY 1,117 0.00% 820 0.01% 687 0.01%
TRESPASSING N/A 5% N/A 3% N/A 4%
GRAFFITI N/A 26% N/A 17% N/A 12%
LITTERING N/A 24% N/A 24% N/A 25%
SIGN DAMAGE N/A 22% N/A 22% N/A 23%
MOTORIZED USE N/A 18% N/A 14% N/A 23%
1. Note: Rates per 100,000 population; FBI Uniform Crime Reports for 1995 for 1995 for burglary.
2. Note: rates per 100,000 users; RTC survey results for burglary. Results for other crime types reported as percentage
of trails experiencing that type of crime.

URBAN RAIL-TRAILS

Very few incidents directly affecting urban property owners occurred.

V¥ The national rate of burglary in urban areas is 1,117 incidents per 100,000 inhabit-
ants; none of the urban rail-trails reported burglary to adjacent homes in 1996.

Only 5% of urban rail-trails reported trespassing

26% of the urban rail-trails reported graffiti.

v

v

V¥V 24% of the urban rail-trails reported littering.

V¥ 22% of the urban rail-trails reported sign damage.
v

18% of urban rail-trails reported unauthorized motorized use.
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SUBURBAN RAIL-TRAILS

Incidents of graffiti and unauthorized motorized usage occurred less frequently on suburban
rail-trails than on urban ones. The number of suburban trails reporting crimes directly
affecting adjacent property owners was significantly lower than the rates of trail vandalism.

V¥ The national rate of suburban burglary is 820 incidents per 100,000 inhabitants; only
one suburban trail reported a break-in to adjacent property in 1996.

3% of suburban trails reported trespassing.
17% of the suburban trails reported graffiti.
24% of the trails reported littering.

22% of the trails reported sign damage.

4 4 4 4 4«

14% of the suburban trails reported unauthorized motorized usage.

RURAL RAIL-TRAILS

Rural rail-trails reported fewer incidents of graffiti than both urban and suburban trails.
Other incidents occurred at about the same rate. Again, crimes directly affecting adjacent

property were rare.

V¥V The national burglary rate in rural areas is 687 incidents per 100,000 inhabitants;
only three of the rural trails reported a break-in to adjacent property in 1995 and
three in 1996.

4% of rural trails reported trespassing.

12% of rural trails reported graffiti.

v

v

V¥V  25% of the rural trails reported littering.

V¥ 23% of the rural trails reported sign-damage.
v

23% of the rural trails reported unauthorized motor use.

v
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Although this study shows that rail-trail
crime is rare, it is nonetheless a legitimate
concern for residents and trail users and
should be treated accordingly. There are
several methods for addressing such
concerns and minimizing the potential for
crime.

Encouraging trail use is one way to help
ensure trail safety, as the presence of other users
helps to minimized undesirable behavior. In
addition, trail users should exercise common sense
when using trails after dark and remain aware of
their surroundings at all times. Several other
mitigation strategies help suppress criminal
behavior and lessen the impact of incidents that do
occur. In particular, trail design features and trail
patrols are useful to keep in mind and recommen-
dations for their implementation are included in
this section. However since every rail-trail environ-
ment is unique, trail managers should assess the
need for these strategies on an individual basis.

TRAIL DESIGN

Good trail design is an effective way of
promoting trail safety. In most cases, the design of
the trail should eliminate overgrown vegetation
and tall shrubs in order to minimize hiding places
along the trail and maintain long sight lines for
users. Trail managers may also choose to place
security lighting at trail heads and in parking lots
to improve trail safety. Emergency phones or call
boxes and emergency vehicle access are also
important safety features for some trails. Addition-
ally, keeping all trail corridors clean and well-
maintained increases the feeling of community
ownership of the trail and reduces the incidents of
minor crime such as litter, graffiti and vandalism.
Prohibiting motorized use of the trail deters
property crime.

RTC found that several trails utilized the

above design strategies in order to improve safety.
The survey found that at the trail head 18% of the
trails installed lights, 12% installed phones, and

From Trails for the Twenty-
First Century, edited by
Karen-Lee Ryan. page 132.
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51% posted warnings or rules for trail users. Along
the trail, 8% of the trails installed phones, 8% had
lights and 45% posted warnings or trail rules.
Unfortunately, the data collected in this survey was
too limited to explore the correlation between the
existence of design features and crime rates.

TRAIL PATROLS

Volunteer or professional trail patrols are also
beneficial in improving trail safety. These patrols
range from informal monthly clean-up and mainte-
nance crews to daily patrols that provide maps,
information and emergency assistance. The
primary function of these patrols should be to
educate trail users and to provide assistance when
necessary. They should also be equipped to alert
emergency services quickly if needed. Above all,
the presence of a patrol deters crime and improves
users’ enjoyment of the trail.

Trail patrol members are on hand at an evening event in
Gainsville, Florida. (Karen Stewart,)

RAIL-TRAILS AND SAFE COMMUNITIES

Bike patrol police on the Capital Crescent Trail, Maryland.
(Patrick Kraich )

According to survey results, the majority of
trails have some type of trail patrol. The survey
found that 69% of the urban rail-trails, 67% of
suburban rail-trails and 63% of rural rail-trails are
patrolled in some way. Local, county, and state
entities, park rangers and volunteers provide these
patrol services either alone or in combination.
RTC found that 20% of the trails have local law
enforcement patrols, 16% of the trails have county
patrols, 4% of the trails have state patrols, 9% of
the trails have park ranger patrols and 3% of the
trails have volunteer patrols. The dominant modes
of trail patrol are bike (26%) and car or truck
(33%). The study found that 82% of the trails have
access for emergency vehicles.



TRAIL PATROL CASE STUDIES

There are many methods of organizing an
effective trail patrol. Depending on a
trail’s needs and available resources, a
daily, weekly or monthly patrol may be
appropriate.

Below are several examples of volunteer and
professional patrols and contact information for
their coordinators. These examples are only a few
ways to promote safety and improve users’ enjoy-
ment of rail-trails. Trail managers should be
creative in using “friends of the trail” groups, local
community organizations and law enforcement to

maintain and monitor local rail-trails.

MINUTEMAN TRAIL
MASSACHUSETTS

Several years ago as part of a public relations
effort, the Bedford Police began riding bikes along
the Bedford to Lexington portion of the Minute-
man Trail. Approximately a year and a half later,
they initiated a unique youth patrol, the Bedford
Police Explorers to assist them. After completing
first aid and CPR certification, the Explorers
began conducting daily patrols of the trail wearing
police t-shirts and carrying radios and first aid Kkits.
Both the police and Explorer programs have been
well received by the community. After seeing an
officer and several Explorers clearing debris from

the trail, one trail user wrote to the Bedford Police:

“I was so taken by this... by clearing the bike path,
now even more women, men, children of all ages
and people in wheelchairs can enjoy nature in the
path.” Contact Officer Jeff Wardwell at the
Bedford Public Safety Department for more
information on the Explorer program, (617) 275-
1212, ext. 125.

NORTH AUGUSTA
GREENEWAY
SOUTH CAROLINA

Approximately twenty professionally trained
police officers voluntarily patrol the three-mile
North Augusta Greeneway in rural South Carolina.
The effort began as part of a community policing
and physical fitness program of the North Augusta
Public Safety Department. Three to four times each
week, officers patrol the trail as they perform
walking, jogging or biking workouts. Captain Lee
Wetherington, coordinator of the patrol effort,
explained their objectives, “We try to show a
presence, deter illegal activity and provide first aid
or other assistance to trail users.” The patrol is a
creative way of keeping officers in condition for
duty while promoting trail safety at the same time.
For additional information about the patrol,
contact Capt. Wetherington at (803) 441-4254.

PINELLAS TRAIL
FLORIDA

The 35-mile Pinellas Trail is patrolled daily by
one of the most extensive volunteer patrols, the
Pinellas Auxiliary Rangers. The Auxiliary Rangers
serve as uniformed ambassadors for the Pinellas
Trail, providing trail information, directions and
bicycle safety tips. More than 25 volunteers, 18
years and older, comprise the patrol and are
required to under-go background checks and
extensive training on trail history, public relations,
trail-riding, first aid and nutrition. The majority of
the volunteers patrol by bike and use cell phones
to communicate. Because the trail has not encoun-
tered many problems, an Auxiliary Ranger’s
primary role is one of educator rather than
enforcer. For more information, contact Jerry
Cumings or Tim Closterman at the Pinellas County
Park Department, (813) 393-8909.

RAILsS-TO-TRAILS CONSERVANCY



YOUGHIOGHENY RIVER
TRAIL-NORTH
PENNSYLVANIA

Three local trail councils, headed by the
Regional Trail Corporation, coordinate monitoring
teams for the 23-mile Youghiogheny River Trail-
North in southwestern Pennsylvania. Each of the
trail councils oversees a team of approximately
twenty monitors patrolling primarily on bikes, but
also by foot and by horse. Easily recognizable in
their gold and black uniforms, monitors carry first
aid kits and, frequently, cellular phones to report
trail damage or injuries. Joe Honick, who instituted
this model monitoring program, explained their
usefulness, “The monitors serve as the eyes and
ears of the Regional Trail Corporation. They assist
trail users, explain trail rules and relay users’
suggestions and comments.”

Bob McKinley, Trail Manager of the Regional
Trail Corporation reported very few incidents of
trail damage or graffiti along the trail. “There is so
little vandalism, every piece seems like a major
item,” he said. The patrol program has been
successful in deterring such incidents. McKinley
commended the patrol efforts, “The patrols are
doing a great job. Their monitoring really does
make a difference.” For more information on the
trail’s monitoring program, contact Joe Honick of
the Mon/Yough Trail Council at (412) 829-0467.

GREAT RIVER TRAIL
ILLINOIS

The Great River Trail Council uses several
groups to patrol its 28-mile trail passing through
urban, suburban and rural areas. The council
coordinates local bicycle and service clubs which
have an interest in assisting with trail patrol. Clubs
provide trail users with directions and look for
maintenance problems. In the summer months, at
least one group patrols during daylight hours and
police patrol the trail after dusk. For more infor-
mation, contact Patrick Marsh at the Great River
Trail Council, (309) 793-6300.

RAIL-TRAILS AND SAFE COMMUNITIES

BALTIMORE AND ANNAPOLIS
TRAIL PARK
MARYLAND

Approximately thirty volunteer Trailblazers,
ranging from age eleven to 78, patrol the 13-mile
Baltimore and Annapolis Trail. After receiving
three weekends of first aid, CPR, patrol technique
and park operations training from park rangers,
they take to the trail by in-line skates, bike or foot.
Trailblazers supplement park rangers’ daily patrols
by providing information to trail users, correcting
unsafe trail behavior and reporting their findings
to the park rangers. Trailblazers are able to quickly
identify and repair problem areas of litter or
graffiti helping to prevent further incidents from
occurring. For more information on the organiza-
tion or training of the Baltimore and Annapolis
Trailblazers, contact David Dionne, Park Superin-
tendent at the Anne Arundel County Department
of Recreation and Parks, (410) 222-6245.

LAFAYETTE/MORAGA TRAIL
CALIFORNIA

Several entities monitor the 8-mile Lafayette/
Moraga Trail in the San Francisco Bay Area,
including a maintenance team, the East Bay
Regional Park District Public Safety Department
and several volun-teer patrols. More than 150
equestrians, bicyclists and hikers comprise volunteer
groups who patrol the Lafayette/Moraga Trail and
other parks in the area. An officer from the Park
District provides each group with training and
organizes monthly meetings and speakers. In 1996,
volunteers provided over 40,000 hours of service to
the East Bay parks. For more information on these
patrols, contact Steve Fiala at the East Bay Re-
gional Park District,

(510) 635-0135.



RAIL-TRAILS AS SAFE PLACES

Rail Trails are not crime-free. No place on
earth can make that claim. However,
when compared to the communities in
which they exist, compared to highways
and parking lots, and compared to many
other public and private places, rail-trails
have an excellent public safety record.

Compared to the abandoned and forgotten
corridors they recycle and replace, trails are a
positive community development and a crime-
prevention strategy of proven value. By generating
lawful activities such as walking, running, bicycling
and in-line-skating, rail-trails are also bringing
communities together and reintroducing neighbors
to each other.

Trails are actually one of the safest places to
be and the incidence rate of crime on trails is

minor in comparison to other locations. Table 3
lists the percentage of rapes, robberies, and
assaults that occur in four locations. As these data
show, a park is actually one of the safest places to
be. Two to three times safer than being in a
parking facility or in your own home and many
more times safer than walking down the street.
These data help to provide some perspective of
personal safely in several types of locations in the
context of overall crime rates in the U.S. The result
being that parks are undeniably one of the safest
places to be.

In an attempt to add perspective to crime on
trails, John Yoder, President of the Friends of the
Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc. in Indiana has
compiled crime and injury statistics for a variety of
circumstances to make the point that no human
activity is risk free. The entire contents of his list
can be found in Appendix B.

TABLE 3

National Crime Statistics by Location

LOCATION (% OF TOTAL)
CRIME PARK/FIELD/ PARKING INSIDE YOUR ON STREET
PLAYGROUND GARAGE/LOT HOME

(1988) 6.6 7.9 250 23.3
(1990) 0.5 34 350 30.2
RAPE (1991) 1 42 26.8 104
(1992) 8.5 6.5 16.3 38.3
(1988) 3.0 11.6 14.0 48.3
(1990) 30 12.7 94 48.6
ROBBERY (1991 36 11.9 95 512
(1992) 64 13.6 10.1 20.7
(1988) 3.6 0.3 15.1 30.5
(1990) 4.0 7.9 13.4 31.9
ASSAULT (1991 40 10.7 10.7 297
(1992) 4.4 7.3 7.3 32.3

Note: Percentages do not add to 100 because not all location categories are listed.

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United states, various years

RAILsS-TO-TRAILS CONSERVANCY



Yoder concludes by asking “Does this mean
we should outlaw, eliminate, or ban any of these
places or activities?” Of course not! But as these
statistics demonstrate, every form of human
activity has some level of risk associated with it.
The question in judging any activity is understand-
ing the level of risk associated with that activity and
doing everything possible to minimize those risks.
Our society accepts approximately 40,000 highway
deaths every year because we believe the conve-
nience of highway travel is worth the risk. Simi-
larly, in 1992 there were 30 murders, 1,000 rapes,

CONCLUSION

With nearly 27,000 miles of open and
project rail-trail, Rails-to-Trails Conser-
vancy recognizes that addressing trail
users safety and trail neighbors concerns
about crime are critical to the creation of
a successful trail. This report has shown
that crime on rail-trails is not a common
occurrence.

Past studies, our survey results, letters from
law enforcement officials, and comparisons to
national crime figures all indicate that rail-trails are
safe places for local residents and visitors to enjoy.
While common sense and preventative measures
should be used on rail-trails to ensure the lowest
possible levels of crime, rail-trails remain much
safer than many other environments. The findings
of this report should reassure those with apprehen-
sions about trail projects that converting a former

RAIL-TRAILS AND SAFE COMMUNITIES

and 1,800 robberies on college campuses however,
most people believe that the rewards associated with
a college education are worth the risks involved.

It is important not to trivialize or deny that
bad things can happen on trails, however it is
equally important to keep in mind that the amount
of crime that occurs on trails as demonstrated by
the survey results as well as the data in Table 3
shows that crime on trails is minimal. As with any
activity, appropriate safety precautions should be

taken to minimize risk.

rail corridor into a trail will have a positive rather
than negative effect on their community.

As the data in this report show, crime on rail-
trails is minimal. This becomes all-the-more
apparent when put in perspective with risks
associated with other activities. The way to mini-
mize crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise
proper safety precautions, keep the trail well
maintained, and boost trail use. Crime generally
does not occur in places where there are lots of
people and few hiding places. Positive-looking
places tend to encourage positive behavior.

Crime occurs on roads, parking lots, in
shopping malls, office buildings, airports, and at
zoos. However, no one would rationally argue that
we shouldn’t build any of the above because crime
will occur there. The same should be true for
trails.



LETTERS FROM LOCAL LAW

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

APPENDIX A

21104 jo Jayd
WeUUd | Y SAIBYD)

\\\\\\\xv\

‘sanok Ajnn K197

“Ajunwwiod ano 10§ s3uly 112G 01 Pea] AJUO UEd Jey) SSIIINS B SI [1R1] JAARY YSNOA dY ] Paysiqeisa
[1en v Sulaey sedy 0 Aytjedidlunw Kue 10§ UOSEAI OU 35 IM [1E) A YIM 20UaLIdAXA IO U0 paseq

“|1e41 343 uo AINp JO 1IN0} 113y} 0} PAEMIOY JOO| A[[BMISE SIDLO * SUOHERIAI ANUNWWOD
POO3 01 SPE3| SIY) PUNO) IARY A “SIASN [161) Sunsisse pue Sunaaw [1en a1 uo awn puads s101330 paseq
Bundijod paruano Alunwwo) st ey [ren ays 10y ueyd joned e panels aaey 104 diysumo ] yaqezig ayL

SIUAWUIIA0D) JO [19UN0D) [8I0] Y} Aq PUE BILIDWY JO SINOS [ID) 24} SB YoNS SuonezIuesio
SNoLIRA AQ SIPLI PAZIUBBIO [BIIA3S 0) P3| SBY PUE JBIK YIBI SIISN JO SPUBSNOY) Ut STuLIq [1en) Y]

* pauado uaaq dABY 1RY) SPUBIS WEAID DI PUE ‘SII0IS IIUIIUIAUOD ‘SUBINEISAI MAU
‘sdoys uredas pue sa[es 3Y1q [BIOA3S IABY MOU IA\ “[1e1 ) SuOje sassauisng mau paumeds os|e sey el ay L

*paonpas Fu1aq wajqoid siyy 0) pAINQLIUOD Sey [1e Ay U0
a1doad jo 2ouasad paseasour ay |, “syueq 13A11 3y Suoje SurjuLp aFeiopun se yons* pasejuNEdUS AjjeuLio)
am swajqoxd ur asea103p v 0) peal Aj[emoe sey 1 jeys 3jdoad Kuew os ur sTuLq 10 4 1By} PUNOy IABY I

“JuedyIUBIsul 218 SIIQUINU Y [1e1) 3y 3ZI[nN Jeys djdoad Jo Jaquinu ayy 10§ Ing uj0Is Suraq s3[IK31q

J0 suodal [B1aA3S 219m 213 | "Swd[qod 350y} Fuisned 21om 1By} SI[IUIAN[ 0] NQLINE 0} I|QE 1M IM SAY)
pue [1exn dy; Suoje sayouaq pue suSis 0) wsi{epueA Y1 SWwd|qoid WS UIaQ AARY 213U ], 2INJBU U JoUIW
a1e SuapIoul panodal maj 3y pue panodal SIWLID JO JUNOWE Ay Ul 35Sl AUB PAsNed J0u Sey [1ea} Ay |

“sawioy
J13y3 seau Jren ay) Suraey Kofusd 0} wads syuapIsal Ay, “[1en ay) Suofe siaumo Auadoid 01 aouatuaAuoour
Aue pasnes jou sey |1e1) Y1 By} PUNOJ JABY IM SN 10§ Pauado PUE PIONISUOD SBM |11} Y} 0UIS

“diysumo . y1aqez1g ySnoay sajiw ¢ | SasIoARN Yorym [res] 1aA1ry Kuay3orySnox
3y uo smej ayy Surosoyua pue Surjjoned 10y ajqisuodsal st Juswnedaq 231104 diysumo . y1aqe:

‘SLLIOJ "I JeaQ

9€00Z OQ ‘uorFurysesm
10014 "0 1

193118 YIUIIIUIAIS 001 |
KouBAIASUOD) S|IeI] O} S|Iey
SLLIO YSnH IN

L661 ST AN

R
32110d 40 4314D 'LNVNN3L "d SITHVHO

62ELTSL (ZTY) Xv4 - 66EE-TSL (CTY) - GZEL-TSL (ZTY)
8TOST Vd ‘VISIA YN3ING - AvOod NNd M00d Z2ZS

INIW1Y4Vdia DI10d dIHSNMOL H1IEVZITa

SOUNVSHOM NN Aejes Hand $8p00/Buned Uoee.00H/Sed Boueuy Buueeuibuy UONeASIILDY
£22r-ivy 152y ivy 122wy 00EV-Lvt Sizvivy £22y-Lop 20251y

ureyde) ‘uoiBuuayiopm 27 “L

ALAAVS O1'74Nd 40 INIWLIVLAA
‘Kjoraourg
*pasu nok jeym sapraoxd uoneussojur siy adoy |

“papasu udym djay [eotpaw o so1jod uowwns o) [rex) 9y Suore suonels
[reo Aouagiows jo adAy swos apraoxd 01 aq pjnom axew pinod | uonsaddns Afuo sy,

*saaneniur Surdrjod Ajiunwwod 1no jo ped e se Aemouddin) dy) opu
03 joned ay1q swn-wed e pajuswaldwr 9Aey am pue A[SNONUNUOd SMOIS Isn [rex) dyJ, BIPI
18213 © sem 11 Jey) Areoneydwa Ajdar ‘mata jo juiod §,uaznio B pue mara Jo jurod 2o1jod € woy
‘pInom T ;e3pt poo3 e [ren oy Jo juawdo[aadp ay) sepy, ‘uonsanb oy 0y osuodsax uf

*Seare 253y} Jo Aue ur dwLo
JO JUNOWE Y} UT ISBIIOIP IO dsearour JuedyIusis ou pey sey juowiredop dorjod oy,

‘syred
Ao 3unsixo pue spooysoquSiou poySI[qEIS? JAP[O ‘SEAIE PIPN[AS Papoom ‘spooyroqySiou
[9A9] dpppiw 1addn jo ostwordwod e St y3noiy) suni ren Syl yolym ur eare oyl

*KemausaIn) 3y} 0] ANQLUIE PINOd Im JBY) 10 ABMAUID
9y} uo 3unooo jo yeads 0) SWLO Ou peY dAeY am uonoe 3d1od e pasned yoym sdeysiw
910A01q M3J B pUB SIO[33YM INOJ PIZLIOYINEUN JO SIOUBISUI MIJ B PEY SABY M J[IYM

Juawredap dotjod 2y 1oy Aj1anoe jerouad [[im asn st 0 orjqnd ayy

S1oBIIE Yorym S1y) se yons 109fo1d Aue jey) surSewsr jySiw nox ‘Susznid )t pue eISNSny YUON
Jo A3D 3y 105 $5300nS snopudwan B udaq sey 192foxd Kemousarn eisndny YUON YL
‘uorjewIojur JuIMO[[0) Y} 19JJ0 PINOMm [ L66T ‘T ABIA JO JaN9] InoA o3 asuodsar uf

‘SLIOW "IN Jead

9€00Z DA ‘uoiBurysem

10013 YIOT " M’N ‘19911S YIudIuaAds 0011

KoueAarasuo) s[re1], o3 syrey
IOJBUIPIOOD) YOIeasay ‘SLUOJN YSnH "IN

L661 ‘L ke

22v-1vy AiBjes 2Hand / £02v- Lby UONBASIUIPY - XV 66EY-LyY / £08 - UONBWIOU] [BIBUSD
00%0-1+862 OS 'VLSNONY HLHON 00¥9 X08 'O 'd

V1SNONV HLHON 40 ALID

-
v
z
<
>
o
“




0T8L-SLB/0EE Xed + LF9F OO ‘2[NIASINOT « 1321S [N HINOS SIT

90T1T0d 3O FITUD

- P g

-suw uodn TTed 03 @3e3Isvy jou op aseard ~wu:muwﬁm,mm asyzany 3o
oq ued I 3JI °[NFSSN UOTIPWIOIUT STY3 PulF TTIM no&k jeyz adoy I

-BUTWaYMIBAO 81 T3
-13jeib pue ysell sy3 ‘uUssq pey SUTT ABMTTEI 3Y] 3I3YM INUTIUOD
pue yzed ayz @Aes] nok 8duo jeyi s3jou osTe plnous I -eaae
STy3 103 usye3 oaey su9zI3To Jeyl drysidumo 3yl O SSIUTTUESID
syj e3nqrazie Aruo ueo I -Ied Toajed 8orfod e pue ButyTem
ssTTwej [eI9AdS I9ASMOY ‘I9]JUNOdUS PIP SM  "PIDTIOU  BABY
03 [iEws ©03 3sowiw I23TT 30 anatd §NO DunoI peu 8m ‘ITeY
e pue 8ITw 3yl 3JFO puld 3Y3 Ag -ano pejae3s oM ‘s8aolb aom
pue Beq yseal abiel e YiTm pswIie sn 3O yoed -1933T7 dn xot1d o3
uzed 8yl y[em O3 pIIDI[3 I Ppue ‘1o9qybnep suo ‘®3TMm AW -Aep dn
—uesTo A3jTunuwod e ut 3Ied Yool I pue Artwez Au ‘obe syasm oML

-oxsz 3soutre sie yzed syi Huore sjurerdwod TRUTWTID
syl ‘TT1T3s -uorstazadns B[33TT 94U 3yl seftuaanl 103 soeld
puraelTol 3uenbaijy e ST 3eyj eeae ue buore osie ST yzed a8yl
jeyy pejou 8q pInoys 3I ~smead 4310 Aq dn pauesid A1s3eTpauut
si1em @soys -pejuted Aeads 9xem jeyl jreydse ayj jo seste [TeUS
om3 ATuo useq sey siesk 9AT3 I9AO uWSI[EPUEA JO SIUSPTOUT BUL

-s1esn yjed I9Yy3o Y3ITM 3DEPIUOD OJUT HUTWOD Inoyitm STTU ©
jo asjaxenb e ueyi aJouw 103 yzed dYyil [9ARII TTIM suoAue eyl Ay
ZoytTun st 3T 3ng ‘esxe 9yl roajed Arae(nbar osie IDTTO4 ‘yjed
sy3z 3o drysasumo AFTuUNUWOD © PIJe3ID Sey yzed buryrem sTyl
PpuoTe sSTTTWe3y Ag SSnN 3FO 3Iunioa ybty °ya ‘Afraewtad -saojdez
{exea®s 03 sSTyYl o3Ingraije I ~JUIISTX3uUOU Jsoure aIe AemyTem
sy3 HuoTe S3IUSPTOUT SWIID 3Jeyl 3rxodex o3 peseard Aisa we I

*paTTeISUT I8A8U
91em sexoq [Ted @yl -Aemyrem 8yl buore sexoq T1eD Aousbisws 3O
quswsoeTd 9yl p8beinodus ArHuoals I “IUTT <U3 LG p@sIsaell ses
jeyl eele ajowsx 3yl o3 ‘q1ed ut ‘enp su’zZT3TO 3FO Ajejes 8yl
103 peuisouod sem I -yied BuryTesm ® 03 SUTIT AeMIIEl PTO u® 3O
uorsisauod 8yi o3z sueld purystdwod sem A3TD ¥yiz ‘swii eyl v
~eoTTOd 3O 3OTUD @yl Se 1661 3O Isnbny UT STTTASINOT 03 Suwed I

‘STIIOW "IN Iead

9€00z ©0Da ‘uolburysem

MN °3S Y3juesjusass 0011
Aoueaxasuop sSITell 03 STIEY
STIIOW UBNH

LO91-SL8/0€€ L661T ‘€1 Aen

ALIAVG 40 INTNLNV

N A O L N O 1 L

TTTIAS]

40 AL

TYLE-98E(VLY) XV ¢ 9ZLE-9BE(YLY) BUOUd o ZLOL-6E0ES IM ‘NEBUNT ¢ 18811S UIBIN YHON LY L

PPMI
Aindaq Joyo
‘SRIM \F_wh
2 2 - \\
— &» Q 2227/
‘Aja1oouIg

‘Aluno) abpo( ul ajes awiLd 8y} uo jJoedwi ou AjjenuiA pey sey [lel)
sy} pasiApe aq ases|d ‘ajel jule|dwoo/awd Sy} pue |lel] Sjelg 8S009 Pl
ayj Jo joedwi 8y} uo uolewloUl 10} 3sanbal INoA o} asuodsal ul sI JaR9)| SIY]

ISIIOW I\ Jesq

9€00Z OQ ‘uoibuiysem
Jool4 YL

MN '19341S Yjusajuanas 001 L
10JEeUIPIO0) Yoleasay

SO ybnH I

1661 ‘6L Aew

Aindeq je1yo
LM 1 g1ou3r

Hreys
AIVIIDZIH '© NIHJILS

44133HS ALNNOD 319aoa
40 301440

17

AND SAFE COMMUNITIES

<
22
=
<




>
v
z
<
>
o
“

SUOIEIVBUXE ANUNWWOD 3INT) PUB JUBSAIT 198U 1B SBOINIBS
58910125 321/0d JO A1IJEND 1SBUSI BUI UiiM INOSHIET PUR BISPEW 110D O SANIUNWWIOD 3y} 19910id OL ‘NOISSIW

‘parreaexl ATrtaesy jou pue OotTqnd T[eIsusb Syl wWoOIxj pPLSIR[OST
‘saysng pue sqnIys yYiTm OSUSP ‘SeaIe 2J0WdI DI STTEI] ISaY2d
asneoaq juasaad sAemTe a1 S30€ TRUTWTID I0J TeTausjod syl ‘ISASMOH
‘pedoTeasp sem TTeI] SYl SOUTS SWTID UT 9SLIIDUT uUe paduaTiadxa
Jou 8AeYy 9M "pP23elOST 21 S[TeI] 953yl buole souaTiadxs sWTID INQO

‘swaTqoxd ou pey aaey oM ‘sduUaj bBurpunoxans
e Agq psandss pue dn paI9pIOq USSQ SABY SMOPUTM pPUB 3DURIUD
83Ul 90UTS ‘ISASMOH -sawebH pue unj I03 Burpling oyl pa1dnodo
oym STENPTATPUT JISY10 Ppue USIPTTYD 9DTIUS OSTe pInom burpring
STYL °"SOPTISTTTY SYl O3UC [3ALI] puB 2Ie]JS Aew S3ITJ [BIUSPTOOE
Jeyl S3USPTISDI [eDO] WOIJ UISDOUOD bBursned saITI PrINg plnom
A3yl "I193T2YS 23S pPINOM S3USTSURI] 2I9YM UOTILIS UTEI] pauopueqe
ue 3noge sjurte7dwod Auew paATsOsx pue waTqoxd [eNUTIUOD © pey oM

‘esIe UTE}IL8D e Ul
Sumutap 1o pue Lutas3tol s3d9lgns snototdsns 1o sbutasyzeb yinod
3xodsx [TTM s3usprsax ‘ATTRUOTSEDDQ 'SIDITIYS 21IJTYSSYEW SPTSUT
saysng ut butrdssals 10 pue BUuTATT sadA3 Juarsuexl 3jnoge Alrensn
2Ie STTEI] 2ITJ pue STTeI] BuTriTem ‘sAem-Jo-3ybTa peoxrtex ‘syied
93 Tq HuoTe PUTIINDOO SIUSPTIOUT INOJe SATIO9I M STTed Jo Ajraolew
e Jeyl 23els ued I ‘ISASMOY ‘NoA I03J sasqunu OTFToads aaey 3,U0p I

utejded

UIOH SIpuy rsot3aadoad jusdel(pe pue STTeI] PUNOIE pue UT BUTIINDDO

sawtad Jo adA3] pue 90TAISS I0J STTED JINO burpiebsi uoTlewiojut

\&&N\\@“ pa2asenbax nok ‘1661 ‘T AeW po3ep usaanH TTyd J2TyD O3 123337 Inok ur

ISTIIOW "IN Teaq
‘sanok Arsasouts

SIOPTIIOD PLOITTERY 3y
‘UOTJPWIOJUT TRUOTITPPE Poau noA PTNOYS sw 30e3U0d 03
23e3Tsay 3,uop 9sea[d -suorissnb Inok [Te psssaippe saey I =2doy I 9€00Z D ‘uolbutysepm
I00Td U3IOT
‘Ut Juem TTeI] MN ‘393138 (IUS33USA3S 00TT
Syl aI03jsq pP21STXS UPY] SWTID aI0W sabeInoous [Texl syl eyl 1997 A03BUTPIOO)D LUMmmmwm
Jou Op SM ‘espT poob e sem [Tex]l 3yl Jo JuswdoTsAsp SYl SASTTS]Q oM STIIOW YBNH "IN
z obeg
L66T €T AenW L66T €1 AeW

PaNUTIUO) SIOPTIIOD PLOITTEY

891104 4O JoI4D
N334 ‘A dITTIHd

2916226 (G1p) xeq 0616-226 (GLv) :8Uoyd HNdSHHEVT / YH3IAVN 31H0D

KypzoYIMY eooql
STNLID NIANL

.Saliunwwo) YNo O} d0IAILS,,




“F¢ Laqny LREG

4 P )
I3TISYS CTHTZOIN werTTYM

juswiztedsg s,JITISYUS AJUNOD eYSS}NEeM
‘A1axaouTs

‘noA ueyr "9zTL-8%S (PTP) 3B SW 3IDBIU0D
03 23e3TSay j0u op asesaTd ‘UoTIPWIOIUT TeuoTritppe Aue sitnbsx noA prnoys

‘awtxo burizodea ur sassn Jo 3jxoddns syl 3IsTTus 03 3dwsije se [[3m Se seaxe
@sayl ur @oussaid 20TTod INO 8SEIIDUT 03 ST JUSIUT INO "TTem se syIed Ajunoo
ano ut ang TTeI] 8Yl uo ATuo jou 20TAIas Toxled aToAdTq BUTONPOIJUT SIE SM
‘aaTarTaTUT ButotTod A3TUnWWoS TeRINI Ino jo 3ied B S ‘UOTIBWIOIUT INOA 104

‘pe3xodsIun UTeEWSI 8STMIBYIO

saey Aew 3ey3 sn 03 sjusptout bBurazodsi Jo uoratsod Syl UT SIB SIUSPTSDI
A3Tunuwos A73jusnbasqng -SI190T3JO0 JuswasioFus mel Aq oTqISssooe ATo3eTpIWWT
jou axem ATrTeotdAl 3yl sesxe ul wayl seoerd SIUSPTSEI AJTUnUWWOD Ino Aq
TTexl a2yl JO 3sn 2yl Se JUsWadIOJUS MET O3 3TJauaq JO aq Aew [Tex]l a[dAdTq
3yl 23ey3 st uorssazdut Aw ‘ejep o13Toads yatm 1T 3xoddns jou ues I ybnoyaly

©90TAISS 103 STTED UT SSBSIDUT UedTITuBTS © uT ps3lnssi
jou sey TTexl 2yl ‘ebpatmouy Aw JO 3s8q 9Yl OL “2wWTId 03 I0INGTIIUOD

309ITPUT IO 3D3IATP B ISYITS ST
swatqoad juedTjTubrts Aue pasuataadxa
2yl 20uTs ‘soustasdxe Texsusb ano

TTeal o[2ADTq 2yl 3IeY3 I2IUT pInNom eyl
Jou sapy @M 3BY3} ‘[TRI3 2Y3 JO UOTIL3ID
uodn paseq 21eyl nok 123 ued I ’‘ISASMOH

‘uotissnb

UT UOT3eD0T 2Y3 I0J SWTID JO SIUSPTOUT IOF ejep OTIToads 30eIIXD 03 Sn
MOTTE PTNOM 1eY3 ISUUBW B UT UOTIBWIOIUT JUSPTOUT PIODSI 30U Op 3M eyl nok
wIoFUuT 3snuw I ‘ATgellsabey " TTeIL }Ied 93e]AS UTTWNIJ TeToeTd ayi o3l usdelpe
pue BuOTE SWIID JO SIUSPTOUT O3 SATIBTSI AITnbUT INOA pamatasi aaey I

ISTATOW "IN Teaq

mmgm.u.n‘:oumi:‘mmx
MN °3S U3ILT 00TT
Aoueazssuo) sTTeIL O3 STTEA
I03BUTPIOO) Ydieasay

STIIOW YBNH " aW

L66T '$T Aew

H142yS ‘TIZOYA WVITTIM

881ES IM ‘BYSNEm
PEOY MAIAYLION 00T
18qny £juno)) eysaynep

L81ES IM ‘eysaynepy
88¥1 Xog
PAIE PUBDIO ‘M SIS

JATIIHS THL 40 dD1440

01[0d JO Jo14)
Kopunp ‘H 1qoy

S~ S "/

N

/ N
// smok >_=._\\De>

201j0 AW 10BIU0D 5BI|d DOUBISISSE IDYLINY UB JO 9 UED [ §

Aunwwoo 9y}
0] 1asS€ Uk U2dq sy [1k1) 3y} “danoadsoid ano woi, damsod jje usaq
QARY PIEAY SABY OM SIUAWIWIOD AJUO AY) “2IAY) UAAQ SBY [IB1} AY) dOUIS

Anuioia ayy ut Auadoud o siasn
JsureSe sawo Jo suiodal Aue 91BOIPUI JOU SI0P SPIOJIL INO JO NOIYD Y

uI0u0d/WajqoId

© SUneaIo Jou I pue Il A[PWIIIXD DB SIUSPIOUL SAY) ‘Ing [1e)

aYy) Uo INdO0 asnqe Fnip swos pue FurjuLp aFelopun jo syudpidUL pEY
QABY QAN [IB4) Y] JO $19SN IsuleSe paniuwod Suiaq SaWLd Jo sjuapioul
Ou peY dARY 9M pUy 019 ‘suSis ‘pajou noA se 1daoxa sy Auadoad
ou [1s A[[eoIseq S1 919y} ‘[IkJ) B W03 SkY }1 A0UIS “ISUIRSE Pajiuwoo
sawiLo daAey 0) Auadoad ou pue orqnd ay) Aq asn ou sem dIdYy | dWILID
JO sjuapiout pariodal ou a1om 1Y} “[IR1) B 9WEIIQ I 310Jaq BAIR Y}
10 ASN OU SeM DIOY} ISNBOAE "UOIEBNIIS [ENSNUN UR JRYMIWIOS ST SIY |,

N[BMIDATY I9ARIA] Wi
Y} UO UOTBWLIOJUT dUILIO 10 1sanbai 1o 0 asuodsar ur Supum we |

‘SO I Jea(

9€00Z DA ‘uoITUIYSEA\
10014 Yol

AN IS uad1udA3s 001
s[res] oy
J0JRUIPIOO)) YOIBISY
SLLIOA ySny

L661 °s KB

Jo Jag )

21
Adpung “H 100

(XV:D) OLOTS+18

yusuntedaq 0104

PIUPA[ASUUDG ‘UMOISUYO( Jo £11)

F
z
b3
3
o
U
<
AV
[aY
z
<

<
22
=
<




Teo0T pue seai1e 1ys je Arriewrad suaddey 31 *siealk
Auew 103 sjor Buryaed ur sied 1S3STan03 bBurzTwryora
u22q 2arY s3437TY3 3o sdnoib 3ey3 paurteyrdxa
221710d 2yr ‘y3ed ay3 3jjo 3snl s3o1 buryied ajowsi
Atitey jo ardnoo e UT p3J1Indd0 s33ayl ayjy eyl
paulea pue Burjsaow 1Ino 2103a2q shep jo ardnod e y3zed
PY3 PI3TSTA I "13SOTD BT3IITT B YOO O3 3w pasned
S9TUdd1ET JO Jaqunu ay3j 3ng ‘yzed zerndod e yons
Joj Jaqunu mol Arburzewe ue ST styl -pa3jrodal usaq
2ARY ‘S2FDTYaA WOlJ S3TUIDIR] UDDQ DABY YdTYM JO G7
’sjurerdwod py ATuo Lwr3 jey3 Burinp pue siesk 1noj
U®BU3 930w 103 uorjeiado uT ua3q sey yjled 2M03S BYL T

Lltrd MO Y323 321 S - 2mo3s

‘SwaTqoad SWTId JO SInjEU IOUTW Y3 03 Burisaije
udy3 Woly Ppa3ATLDL1 I 133337 B payde33e saey I pue yzed ayj

Jo aat3izoddns ATTn3 s1 juawjiaedaqg 9217104 uojzburrang ayg

TSaaTaswayl 1oijed a3Tq op ATTRUOTSEODO OSTE oym

$1957330 1e2Tnb31 03 HUTT UOT3IedTUNWWOD ® ATTiewrad

®1e sroi3ed asayl -uor3tsodoid aarsuadxa ue jou ST

pue yjed ay3l 210329 pPa3sIxa jeyy weiboid rswuns e

UT Y1om oym Tauuosiad adr7od-uou Aq Sa¥TQ UO Buop ST

Toraed ay3j jo 3sow eyl punoj pue juawziedsaq 2571704
uo3burTing ay3z jo Abajeias Toi3ed ay3l pamaTaal I "€

*syaed

uT pue saydeaq uo yzed ay3z o3 juadelpe pyay (-o3s
/STeAT3ISdF “S3190U0D) S3U3AB Te1252ds’ 03 pajela1 aie
A5yl 3eY3 PoOYTITARTIT BuoI3S B STE2A3I sased asoyy

3 Yool A10Sind Yy -2way3 uowwod e se sbnip 1ayjo 3o
TOYodTe sa2y 03 W3S pue ‘-033 ‘,3STON, ’,sjurerduo)
2119nd, ‘.ssauuajunig, ‘,3onpuo)d Ataspiostqg,
P2T3T13Ud 81e 3Sayl -~3dNpuod @3eri1doaddeur

3o s3zoda1 03 sasuodsal usa31n0J 1B 913Yy3 ’puosag

“yoesq Aqiesu T je 219YDBIS2ITI ° FIO 39S

PBY SPTY 3Byl papn{ouod uorjebrisaaur ay3 pue yjed
°3TQ 9y3l IB3U JUIPTSSI B WOIJ ISTOU pnoyl e Jo 3iodai
e ses jurerdwod 3jey3 ‘3deF UI -TIDUNOD A3ITD Y3 03
193337 e Jo sasodind ay3j 103 ,swieartg burbieyostq,

7 abeg
1661 ‘€z Ainp
23jyang

SONYa 440
$aIY J33¥ OL

03 27313 A10bajed ayjy pauajioys juauoddo

yjed a31g uojzburring yinos aug - ,ATInymerun
S310M2113 10 swieaxtry burbieydstdg, st uozburring ut
133ndwod 3y3z AQ pa3sTT 3uTerdwod Jo 3[3T3 auo ‘3Isityg

“satiobajed OrJr1oads om3 3@ payool I “y3zed
@3TQq 8yl 03 pa3e[31 2q 03 3Jou 1eadde asayl JO IwoS
“stsATeue 12y3inj poaau saaldswayy sjurerdwod L oYL -7

A{Inos ursay
3a1yd 03 butpioddoe ‘uojzburring ur saoerd jsajes

3y3l jo auo 3T burjyew ‘sieak om3 3Ise] 2yl 1940 ST[BD

TI® 30 $ET00° 3JO 2uads ayj ST ‘2103J239y3 ‘uojzbuiling

Ul y3iecd o3%1q ayg “yjuow isd QQZ’E 18AC O u2aw
apT#A3 1o B 03 paiedwod ‘yjuow 1ad sasuodsal z'py ST -
syjuow bBututews1 LT 3yl 1037 abeiase ay3z (s3jurerdwod
Ou 918M 21343l UuU3ym syjuow (T 2yl BuraAowal) syjuow
193UTA 103 siaqunu asoyl burisnlpy 1667 ‘0€ aunp
burpua syjuow £z ay3 burinp yjed axTg uojzburTINg 2Y3
03 sasuodsa1 2o7170d [, 2313am o212y3 juawiiedag 2071104
uojbuTTang 2y3 JO SpPi0d231 [RIDTJJO 03 Burpioddy T

— uojburtiang

:MO0T2q P33ISIT ST punojy

I 3eys jo Azeuwwns y -sy3zed 23TQ 112yl YyiaTm aduatiadxa 118yl

3noge amo3s pue uojzburrang ur aot1(od 2yl Jo sartitnbur apeu

pue e3lEp 2WOS 3B P3YOOT I ‘Y3ed UOTILIIDdY 8Y3 JO II oseyd

U0 230A puP UOTSSNOSTP B PapnIdul yoTym ‘HBurisaw [1ounod 431D
uo3burrTang yanos 166T ’ST AInrL 2yl 103 uorjeaedsad url

1993a1nQg "iIW Ie3Q

ZSPS0 LA ‘uoT3idunp Xasss3m

80T xo08 "0 °d

uoTssTwwo) bHutuueld TeuoTbay A3uno) uspua3ljTyd
IauueTd JFJe3S ‘29JiInd qis9y

1661 ‘€z Ktnr

696L°859
1060355
Jory “sapmag y wvnig os01-869

£SO WOWIDA “uOFuiping Inog
19915 19830(J 6L G

wawreda(] 201104 UOISUIING INOS

-
v
z
<
>
o
“




youw:syg

221704 3O 3FBTYD
S39TaedS °yY uerig

S ) uls

“eapT 3ea1b ® sT Kjunoo
2y3 103 sy3jed a31q Jo wa3sAs e A3ajyes oryqnd Jo swisy ug

“S3T3TUNWWOD 3Y3 UT [[eI3A0
2WTId SS3T J03 T[erjuajod ay3 pue suetizsapad pue S3STT24AD 103

1661 ‘€2 Ao
y obeg
?231Ing "H

uorjejiodsue1} Jo 2pow 13jes e ‘ssaulTy TedorsAyd TenpraTpur

JO 3udwadueyud ue BuTpNTOuUT sAem [RI2AIS UT pPadueyua

ST 2317 Jo A3rrenb ay3z ’‘snyl -siaquaw Ajrunwwod burpriqe

me] bBuowe uoT3doe1d3UT AyjzTeay pue Abisud ybry JO IJUSWUOITAUD
UB UT YSTINOTJ 3IOU Op dWTID JO 1e3dJ 2yl puUR DdWTID

-o11gnd ay3 jo X3ajes [[eiaao

2yl uo 30333Je 2a13Tsod e aaey 03 ATaxTT 21e pue spooyloqubrau

burjurr jo Aem Ayjzresay e apTaoid sarjTUNWWOD A3junod
uapua33j1yd 103 pasodoid syjzed ajx1q 3Byl ST uorarsod AW

ssy3jed 3%TQ 2y3 03 2[Qqe3INQTIIIR ST YdTYMm 3MO3S
30 uo3BUTTING UT BWTID UT SSEIIDUT OU UISQ SBY DI3YL

ssoeTd 13Yy3Ta UT s310da21 Ou UdaQ IARY IIBYI IPYI UILDT_O3
po2AdTT21 sem pue uo3lburTing pue amo3sS ur syjed oYyl uo jJ[nesse
Tenxas 10 adel jo s3jiodai 103 ATTedT13T102ds pajyool I

- Kemaytq

pasodoiad ay3l uo 1ndd0 03 2de1 JO BWTID 2yl 103 T[erjuajod

9yl pauOT3IUSW dABY WIY3l JO AUBW DUBR SUIIDUOD pPIsSsaidxa
pue 3w pal[ed 2aey uo3zburTing yjnos woiy ardoag

*o13jye1l >>MMW
3yl yaTm 80T 23N0Y UO 3Q 03 2ARY JOuU OPp SISTTIAD
pue suet13sapad se 1ajes am03s apew sey yjed aqly

Jey3 sAes juswziedsp @o1Tod oYl -Y3led 23Td 2MO3S
ay3y jo burrroajzed 2uUT3INOI OU Op 3PTTOd 2MO03S a3yl "€

syjed amo3s 2y3l bursn STTym 3de33R 3I1E3Y

e 123JJ0ns pTp uswarjusb © eyl pauieal pue ,yieag

A{swtiun, pa[3TIUS dUO 3B X00T PTP I 3Ing pazifeue
3q 30u paau A3yl 3Byl MO OS 21 SIaQUNU I3Y3l0 YL -

cuo3burTang ur STYI

9317 warqoid 3uedTITUDLTIS ® JO IDUIPTA3 OU ST II3YL
©S3STINO3 3CU pue s3uapTs21 Xg pasn ag Arrerauab
1T11# Aay3 se syjed X3junod uspua33Ty) 03 3uejzodwt
jou st uouawousayd sTY3 3jeyl Huryz I -K3TATIOE
jey3y Jo uoTsualxs ue 3snl s1e yjed ayi ieau

S30T 2yl UT S3J2Y3 9Yy3j 3Ng ‘ST230W pue sjueIne3lsal

¢ abeg
1661 ‘€z Arng
2231ng °H

AND SAFE COMMUNITIES

<
22
=
<




20T TO

[ Koysutt
Rn \wmw v\
a4
y, -
A __#<{sae0uTts

- TewzoN pue uojbutwooTd yioq jo aoerndod sy3z Aq
pakolus ST YDTYM SDINOSSI B PaISPTSUOD o ued [Tl UOTINITISUOD

- quswdoTaa9p
sanang xo3 suerd axe 219yl ‘[Texl sTyl Jo juswdolaasp
sy3 Butpaebsa syIewsi sATIeHoU TPWTUTW U3 SARY SI3YL

*TewIoN JO umol pue uojzbutwoord JO A3TD 9yl yioq sy3 Aq peixoddns
eapT BUTpue3lIsS3INO UR Sem TTeIL UOTINITISUOD JO uawdo[aAdp 3YL

WS VN OISS 0N HO TOUHE SN REDONU
‘93ex1 awTId 8yj uo j3oedwT ou
pey sey 3T ‘30®eJ UT ‘I9ASMOH “A3TD STY3 JO 23X SWTID 9yl 03 ppe
PINOM puE SWTID S3TAUT PTNOM [TeI} 8yl UI20UO0D e pey juswizedsp
STY3 JO UOTIBI]STUTWPE 3Y] ‘pPo3dNIisucd 1sITI sem [TeIl 2yl usym

“TTexl ay3 o3 jusdelpe satjaxadoxd

aT9yl Jo juswdoTaasp 9yl pssoxduT sArY sjusprsax butxoqubrau

SUyl JO SWOS uSaS SAeRY 9M TTeI] STY] U0 SWTIID STIFTT AISA UITm
Jsw sary pue Aep e sInoy Inoj-Ajusmi TTeI] STY] oSN SU8ZTITO INO

SuUoOT3IONIISUOD S3T O3 =a/np [Texl syl Iesu IO UO pajeard

SWTID ST3]1TT AISA ST aI8Yl asnedsq ‘Isansuew suorjierax otrqnd e
se ATtxewtad suop ST STIYL ~TTIeI] UOTINITISUOD UO SISDTIJJO TOI3ed
o)Tg Ino 3Ind Ayreorporiad Op SM ‘ISASMOH ‘SPOY3IaW TRUOTIUSAUOD
Butsn 180T3J0 ue Aq parroazed aq jouued 3T JO yonuw pue ‘Inoler
Syl Jo JTey ISA0 I0J $39511s AJTO WOIJ STQTISTA 30U ST TTeII STUL

‘putyTem pue ‘Butuuni ‘BuTlpelq ISTTOX ‘BUTpTI

S3Tq I0J S3T3TO yjog Jo soerndod syl JO UOTIDSS SSOID e AQ pasn
ATybTy ST 31 °sSeale [eINI pue TeTIUSPTIsSaI ‘sSsaursng yioq ybnoayl
suni 31 C[TeIL UOTINITISUOD PI[[eD [Tel] PoaldNIJSUOD-[[oM

e aaey A3TO I93STS ST pue uojbuTwooTd ’‘SIeme T[am 2Ie NOA sy

*STTex] BuTryTem pue BUTYTY ‘S3TQq I0J posn Burtsq sauTll Tel
Po1EDOBA UT JUSWSATOAUT JUSWSDIOJUS Me] [edo] Burtpiebsx suorissnb
anok pue 1667 ‘T AeW JO I9338T Inok 03 ssuodsal ur BurlTIm we I

ISTIIOW "IN Iead

9€00Z Da ‘uojbutrysem

I00Td U210T ‘MN ‘399135 Yausa3usadS 00TT
Adouearssuo) sSTTeIL 031 STTeY

I0QBUTPIOOD UYdIeasay

STIIOW UYBNH *IW

L66T '8 AenW

NOLONINOO1d 40 ALID

-
v
z
<
>
o
“




as;asr

*3DUB)SISSE JAYANy
JO 3q uBd | 1 Al JOBIU0D 0) AEYSAY Jou op Ised[d pue ‘SpadU IN0A s)PdW J3339] Iy ddoy |

*SJUIPISAL
)1 pue Ajuno)) puepIA J0j dUdLIAAX3 danisod K194 B udaq sey yJed siy) jo yudwdopadap
Y ‘[eA], [1BY Y} JBIU J0 U0 J0JIB) B U33Q [ON SeY WL Jey) Aes p[noa | ‘uoisnppuod ug

‘[Tea L, 1By Y} UO DIAIIS J0) S[[BD OU Py dARY Im ‘AN JO 151y 343 y3noay)
L661 Ul ‘s1onpoid 035eqo) Jo uoissassod ul Jouiw 10§ 19321 € pasmbalt ydrym o duo ‘sjjed
14819 03 papuodsas DI SJJIAYS ) ‘9661 Ul “1odas [ewraoy € pasinbaa sasuodsaa asay)
JO QUON “[red ] [1ey dY) uo s|[ed Y312 0} papuodsal DY SIS PUBIPIA Y} ‘S66T UL

‘e ], 3Y) uo udALIp Suiaq dPAdI010W IO 148I-03
B SE yons swdj| "[led], 3y} Jo asnsiut jaed JSoul 3y} J0J 1B PBY IABY M JY) SHUSPIOUL Y I,

-a1qnd dy) wody SN Jo 10| B $3A1I yaed
Ay *ANuUnWWod 3.13ud 3y} J0j 3dudLIddX3 3A1sod K194 € Udaq Sey yed siy) Jo JudwdoPAdp
ay] ‘spied], [ley Jno uo swajqoud Jofewr ou dAey M jey) nok oy jodaa ued | ‘Apddey

‘os[e 319y dn Jy3noaq 319m PaqLIdSIp NoA
SUIDU0D 3Y) ‘A3uno)) puepijy ui padojaAap Suraq 1s11j sem 193f0ad spreL |, 03 S[rey] 3Y) UdYM

1661 ‘T AeJA JO 13133 AnoA 0) Suipuodsas we |
SSLLIO “IJAl JBd3(

YEO0T DU ‘uosButysem

J0011 Y101

AN 199118 YIu3d)udAds 0011
£5ueAs3sU0)) S[IeL ], 03 Spey

L661 ‘8 KB
8Lv6-1€9 (L15) Xv4

009t-6€8 (£15) INOHJI 3L « 0v98Y NVOIHOIW ‘ONVIQIN » L33HLS QAOH 2.2

d44I43HS ‘H3a3d 'S NHOr

ALNNOD ANVIdIN

UOISIAIQ S@2IA8G Hoddng
jo1yD AindeQ weH © Aleo

\Q\,s

‘Aigbouis

“aW JOBIUOD 0} 23J) (99} asea|d souelsisse Jayuny AU Jo 8q ued | §|

Juanbasyul

pue Joulw Ajswauixa sl jied] Iey 8y} uo AyAnoe |euiwu) Apedoud Jusoelpe o}
abewep [esjoyduad Aue paAIasqo Jou aABY | ‘ABMY|[BM 8Y} UO 3[0q UaX0.q [BUOISEID0
ay} st aiay] ‘Aemyjjem |le] |IeY ay} pue sayouaq yied ay) uo niyesd Jouiw awos
PaAIBSQO BARY | "SUORBAIBS]O [BUOSId SWos apinoid UED | [Iel] [IBY 8y} JO Jayiem
juenbauy e se Ing “Ayuspi 0} JNdLYIP A|SWalXa aq PINOM |lel] [Iey 8y} 0} juadelpe
pajesauab sjuiejdwod Aue waysAs Buryoes) Juie|dwods Jno uo suoneywi| 8y} o} ang

'91220-L6#0
payoepe ass ,‘Ausole| pajdwale pue Jnesse, Ue se pajs [dwod sy |ies] [ley
2y} yim pajeroosse juie|dwod auo puly AjUo pinod am a1y [BUIWLD Jno Bundayd uodn

UL
‘Wepew/IIS Jead

|le] -jiey uoydweH Aeg Jno uo uoneuwojul Joj }sanbai snok o} spsebal ul

9€00Z OQ ‘uoibulysem

Jooj4 WL

MN 19218 Yjuasjuanes 001 L
Kouensasuo) s|iel] o} sjiey

1661 ‘2L Aew

80./8Y IN ‘AuO Aeg

1S PAUL LOS

wswyedaq ad1j0d A1) Aeg
Jo1yD Ainda( ‘peH O Aleg

1IN3WLIdVd43Ia 3D110d

ALID Avd 4O ALID

F
z
b3
3
o
U
<
AV
[aY
z
<

<
22
=
<




CT8I-8TE809 XY o Q0OP68TE809 o 99SES AN ROIUON o ¢ HXOG O'd e PG Y9 LTET

piwpren

Juays
urguo) ted

) ) A
TPl
/
,bovu\o:_m
"W JOBJUOD 0] 331] [99] ases]d ‘BurypAue pasu nok j|

“INO UelI A[JUa0a1 ARy

1SnuI Inq ‘OWos dALY A[[Ensn | "PIEMIOJ PUE SWOS IMbor Ued [ ‘Juem nok J| "puey je [le1] Jels
a1y} U0 uoNeULIOJUT AUE dABY 10U OP | ‘Aes 0] A1I0§ "90UapUOdSILI0d JAYI0 PUB INYD0I] B YHM
Suo[e [re1], [EUONEAIONY ANUNOY) 3539Y) 3Y) UTUISOUOD SIOUBUIPIO INO 0] UOIBULIOJUI PASO[IUD
9ABY | “[le1] [BUONEAIOY ANUNOY) 35337 3y} ‘[Ten) SUNSIXA 19Y10 INO 0} UOHIPPE UI [1ex}
Ioyjoue paxmboe Ajuadar 1snf sey K1unoy) oy “eapt poos B yons sem [1e1) 3y} Jo Juawdo]aaap Ay L
*Aep 9y} JO SINOY SNOLIEA 1B SANIANOE Auew 10§ [Ie1) oY) Sulsn SUszZnId [8d0] pue sistmo) ‘ojdoad
Aueur 216 219y) 90UIS SWLID $12)2p A]qeqoid o] UI puB QWO 33LINOJUS J0U S0P [1e1} Y],

‘sanifediorunu AUBW SI9A00 YoIym

SUONOBI)IE PasILIaAPE dANISOd JSOW INO JO JUO ST )] "uonoee Jsuno) ejndod £19A € st 31 pue
[TBI) INO Y)IM P2JRIOOSSE JUILID OU ISOWE ST 2131 1By} ABs 01 pased[d We | "UISuodsIpy ‘Ajuno)
UIDID) UT ST YOIYMm [IBI] Ik d)elS JOARY IeSng ay) jnoqe Sutinbur Aepo) 19113] IN0A PaAISdaI |

SLLOW "Il Teaq

9€00T A ‘UOIBUIYSEA
1001 10|

MN 192118 YURA3S 0011
J0JRUIPIO0D) YOIBasAY

SLLIOJA] Y3nH "IN

L661 ‘€ K

Gndaq fo190 g2 1204210
Mg wiquop [ pravg
JJITY4IHS JHL 40 21440

-
v
z
<
>
o
“

<
~N



APPENDIX B:
A LOOK AT EVERYDAY RISKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PUMPKINVINE NATURE TRAIL.

Many rail-trail opponents claim that these trails are unsafe for the users and the adjacent landowners. As
“proof,” they gather anecdotes about crime on trails. Second, they assert that these crimes prove all trails are
unsafe. Third, they draw the conclusion that your trail will also be crime ridden and should not be built.

I believe this line of argument employs a double standard of safety and risk. Those who attack the safety
of trails would never think of applying the same type of risk analysis to other forms of transportation, recre-
ation or life in general. It’s a neat logical trick: by demanding perfect safety (i.e., no risks) in an imperfect and
risky world, they create an artificial and impossibly high standard of safety that trail makers can never meet.

Trail opponents don’t require promises of perfect safety in other areas of life, or they wouldn’t get out of
bed in the morning. They ignore all the risks involved in walking, riding in a car or crossing the supermarket
parking lot while waving a few anecdotes about crimes on trails.

I've gathered some statistics over the years on risks and safety that might help make the point.

Dogs, sometimes called man’s best friend, provide companionship to millions. Yet in 1995, 3.5 million
dog bites were reported to American insurance carriers, with the companies spending $1 billion on the
claims (South Bend Tribune, Oct. 6, 1996). Should we, therefore, outlaw dogs?

Escalators carry millions of people safely each year. Yet in Boston, 300 people require emergency room
treatment every year from injuries received while riding on escalators (NBC Dateline, Nov. 29, 1995). Should
we, therefore, eliminate escalators?

A trip to the grocery store is a usually routine. Yet in one recent year, shopping cart accidents resulted in
25,000 trips to the emergency room (68 per day), including two deaths. Two thousand children were hospital-
ized (NBC Today Show, March 20, 1996; data from a study by Dr. Gary Smith, Children’s Hospital, Columbus,
Ohio). Should we, therefore, ban shopping carts?

Regular exercise can significantly reduce the chances of dying prematurely from heart disease and other
ailments. Yet in 1992 many forms of recreation resulted the following number of emergency room trips: table
tennis-1,455; horseshoes—4,423; billiards-5,835; bowling—24,361; golf-37,556; in-line skates-83,000; volleyball—
90,125; swing sets-102,232; football—229,689; baseball—285,593; bicycles-649,536 (Newsweek, June 21, 1994,
data from U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission). No question: let’s definitely ban that dangerous table
tennis game.

Farmers use the latest equipment to produce our food. Yet in Indiana, 28 people die in an average year
in farm accidents. Farmers die at more than four times the average rate of all other workers from work-
related accidents, according to the National Safety Council. (AP story in the Goshen News. I did not record
the date.) Explain that, Farm Bureau.

Government sources estimate that air bags in motor vehicles have saved 2,700 lives. Yet at the same time
they have killed 87 people-48 adults and 39 children (NBC Nightly News, Nov. 17, 1997).

Trains are one of the most efficient ways to move freight. Yet a vehicle-train crash occurs about once
every 90 minutes in the U.S. Two motorists are killed daily in these crashes. (Goshen News, July 13, 1994; data
from Indiana Operation Lifesaver.)
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We send our sons and daughters to college for higher education. Yet colleges are awash in criminal
behavior. About 2,400 U.S. colleges reported their statistics on campus crime to the Chronicle of Higher
Education in responds to the 1990 federal law, the Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act of 1990.
The report states that in the reporting academic year (1991-1992) there were 7,500 incidents of violent crime
on their campuses. That includes 30 murders, 1,000 rapes and more than 1,800 robberies.

However, they also reported that these violent crimes, thank goodness, were the exception when com-
pared to property crimes, e.g., there were 32,127 burglaries and 8,981 motor vehicle thefts in the same
period. (I know I feel better with that qualification.) (From the Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 20, 1993.
p- A32.)

And, of course, the most glaring source of risky behavior-the highways. In 1993, 53,717 motor vehicles
were involved in 35,747 fatal crashes, resulting in 40,115 deaths (Insurance Institute for Highway Safety). Does
this statistic mean we should, therefore, ban motor vehicles or highways or both?

Every form of human activity involves risks. The question is whether the risks are acceptable in light of
the rewards. Our society, with some bizarre logic, rationalizes away or accepts 40,000 deaths each year from
motor vehicles because it believes the rewards are acceptable. Most people believe the rewards of college are
worth the risk of occasional criminal behavior, and most people believe the risk of going up the escalator is
worth the risk of getting your foot caught in the mechanism. Once established, trails have proven to be as safe
as the surrounding community through which they pass. The rewards of recreation and nonmotorized
transportation they provide far outweigh the risks.

While it is important not to trivialize or deny that bad things can happen on trails, it is equally important
to examine the logic behind the anecdotes. Are trail opponents willing to apply their let’s-close-the-trails logic
to other activities, e.g., close all highways because 40,000 people are killed each year; close all colleges because
there were 1,000 rapes? If not, then they are using a double standard to analyze risks-a selective use of statis-
tics to discredit what is a relatively safe activity.

Two final points. First, we need to educate trail users about elementary safety precautions. We should
caution people about jogging alone on an isolated trail, just as we would caution against jogging alone on an
isolated country road or the mall parking lot for that matter.

Second, if there are safety problems on trails, we need to fix them. That’s what we do with highways. If
there’s a dangerous highway curve, we straighten it. If a certain highway intersection has frequent accidents,
we redesign it or put up stoplights. But, we don’t close the road when we discover a problem, and we don’t
stop building more of them. Instead, we improve them.

Why would it be any different for trails?

John D. Yoder, President
Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail, Inc.
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*These numbers reflect condensed data. Some survey respondents indicated two or more trail location
types or omitted the answer to this question altogether. Thus the original results fell into seven categories:
urban, suburban, rural, urban/suburban, suburban/rural, urban/suburban/rural and blank. To facilitate
data analysis, we placed crimes from the latter four categories into urban, suburban and rural categories
using weighted distributions.

? All law enforcement agencies for which contact information was provided in primary survey were
contacted.

* Estimate of annual users based on extrapolation of trails reporting number of users by areatype on a

users per mile basis.

® At the time of the rail-trail crime study, the FBI had only released the preliminary Uniform Crime
Report for 1996, therefore the 1995 Uniform Crime Report was used as a comparison for both the 1995 and
1996 rail-trail crime rates.

® The Uniform Crime Report refers to mugging as robbery, “the taking or attempting to take anything of
value from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or
by putting the victim in fear.”

" The Uniform Crime Report measures vandalism by arrest rather than known incidents. Thus only
comparisons to burglary were used.
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Tel: 202-331-9696 * Fax: 202-331-9680
Web site: www.railstotrails.org
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