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Place-Based Education & Service-Learning 

Place-based Education 

Service Learning 

Environmental Education 

Civic Engagement 

Education for Sustainability 



Place-Based Learning: Rationale 

 Our motivation to 

participate in community 

affairs - to act for the 

protection of our 

communities, the natural 

environment and the land -   

comes directly from a strong 

sense of place and deep 

concern for the landscapes 

and people of our home 

ground.  



As the child’s world 

expands, so should the 

curriculum…. 

Preschool - K - 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 -  5- 6 - 7- 8- 9 - 10 - 11 - 12 - beyond 

         Home - school - neighborhood - community -watershed - state - nation - globe… 

Grade in school 

Study area, each grounded in the ones before 



The best practices of Place-Based 

Education include service… 

…and the best practices of service-learning 

begins at home. 







Boiling Springs, PA 

High school students 

learn about hike 

leadership, Leave No 

Trace and mentor 

elementary school 

kids. 



Pawling, NY &  

Harpers Ferry, WV 

Students Adopt Trail 

Head Bulletin Boards 

Community Ownership 

Limits Vandalism 







High school students 

assist trail crews. 
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