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Trails in Private Developments:  
Emerging Trends and Model Communities 



Public Demand 



Public Demand for Health 



Trails are the most desired community 
amenity that homeowners seek when buying 
a home. 

National Association of Home Builders, 2008 

Homeowners Want Trails… 





“The backbone of this 
sunny community is a  

four-mile “Discovery Trail” 
linking neighborhoods  

and amenities, and  
more than 1,000 acres  

of open space.”  
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“These developments…are apt to include a handful of 
lifestyle anchors that buyers consider vital, such as 
good schools, parks, walking trails, community pools, 
town centers, playgrounds, sports, and other organized 
activities.” 

10 Best-Selling Master-Planned Communities 



10 Best-Selling Master-Planned Communities 

Vistancia ~ Arizona 

“The backbone of this 
sunny community is a  

four-mile “Discovery Trail” 
linking neighborhoods  

and amenities, and  
more than 1,000 acres  

of open space.”  



10 Best-Selling Master-Planned Communities 

Day Break ~ Utah 



The Woodlands ~ Texas 

10 Best-Selling Master-Planned Communities 



Indianapolis Study: 
People paid an  
average of  
$3,731 more  
for homes in  
greenway corridors. 



"I hear developers say that any 
property that is adjacent to 
the trail can generate a better 
return than something that is 
even a block or two away. The 
builders all want to maximize 
access of their developments to 
the trail and make the trail an 
intrinsic part of their design."  

Dallas Real Estate Executive 

Katy Trail: Dallas, TX 



Some builders reported a 
“… 25 percent premium  
for having their properties 
back up against the trail.” 

Dallas Developer 

Katy Trail: Dallas, TX 









Development Concept:  
Live, Work, Play 



Summerlin 

22,500-acre master- 
planned community 

Open space 
planned throughout 

More than 150 miles of  
completed trails to date 



“The backbone of this 
sunny community is a  

four-mile “Discovery Trail” 
linking neighborhoods  

and amenities, and  
more than 1,000 acres  

of open space.”  



Benefits of Trail System 
Contributes to sense of community 

Contributes to community health 

Provides connectivity and integration 

Provides transportation mode shift opportunity 

Enhances quality of life 



Trails in 
Summerlin 

!  Streetside Trail 



Trails in 
Summerlin 

!  Village Trail  
   (Arroyo) 



Trails in 
Summerlin 

!  Village Trail  
   (Pathway) 

! Play areas 



Trails in 
Summerlin 

!  Village Trail  
   (Pathway) 

! View corridors 
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Trails in 
Summerlin 

Connections to  
Red Rock  
Canyon National  
Conservation Area 



Trails in 
Summerlin 

!  Regional Trail  







Arbors Village Trail 

Safe route to school 

Transportation mode shift… 
no drop-off or pick-up or  
by parents in cars 

Trails are more 
than just recreational amenities. 



Arbors Village Trail 

Trails are more 
than just recreational amenities. 



Opinion 
89% of Summerlin residents say walking  
trails are the most important amenity in  
the community. 



Use 69% of Summerlin residents use the  
walking trails at least once every few weeks. 

78% use trails at 
least once per month! 



41% of Summerlin residents  
use the parks at least  
once every few weeks. 

Use 







Interpretive Panels 
Connecting Residents to  
Environment and Place 





Interpretive Sculpture 
Representing Ranching  

History 



Human Sundial 



Safe  
Pathways 

for  
Children 



Resident  
Volunteers 





Building  
Community 

By  
Building  

Trails 



To recognize communities that serve  
as models for quality, well-designed  

multi-use trails systems within  
private developments  



Lakewood Ranch 
~ Developed by Schroeder-Manatee Ranch, Inc. ~ 



Summerlin 
~ Developed by The Howard Hughes Corporation ~ 



Woodlands Edge 
~ Developed by Rocket Properties LLC ~ 





Development Profile 

The Trail System 



Interpretation,  
Promotion and  
Marketing 

Connectivity and  
Planning 





"  Trails and Greenways Planning and Design 

"  State of  the Art: Trails and Greenways in Development Planning 

"  Keynote Luncheon 

"  Regional Perspective: Open Space, Greenways and Trails 

"  Facilitated Discussion: Private and Public Partnerships for Success 

"  Wrap Up and Close 


