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What is Make Works UAE?
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Make Works UAE is an online directory of
manufacturers, fabricators and suppliers
open to working on small orders with artists
and designers.
Launched in 2017, it is a one-stop, online,
information resource allowing artists and
designers to search for trusted
manufacturers, fabricators and suppliers:
* Obtain details on minimum orders,
processes and materials.
*  Get to know the senior management
and look inside the factories.

* Locate the nearest business to them.
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Where can I find Make Works UAE
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You can access Make Works UAE online at
https://make.works/regions/uae

From time to time, we run promotional talks
and workshops in Dubai.
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Who can use Make Works UAE?
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Make Works UAE is available to anyone
who needs to find local manufacturing
services in the UAE. This includes
designers, artists, entrepreneurs, architects,
large and small business owners who need
help with prototyping, production, or
fabrication. Search by material, process or
location to find the manufacturers,
fabricators or suppliers you need in order to
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produce a one-off work or limited-edition
pieces.
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How does Make Works UAE work?
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Make Works UAE allows users to search
online for local manufacturers or workshops.
Browse through different categories such as
metalwork, textiles or digital fabrication and
filter a search by location, capabilities or
materials. Once the user identifies a suitable
business, they contact them directly to
discuss project requirements. Users should
discuss pricing and quotes directly with the
businesses they are interested in using.
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How much does it cost to use Make
Works UAE?
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Make Works UAE is free to use although we
do ask you to register your contact details.
Click on ‘Join for free’ option.
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Join for free

How can I contact Make Works UAE?
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Email: makeworks@tashkeel.org
Mobile & WhatsApp: 056 526 1322
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How can I stay updated?

* Create an account at
https://make.works/regions/uae

* Subscribe to the Tashkeel Newsletter at
https://tashkeel.org

* Follow @tashkeelstudio and
#makeworksuae on Instagram,
Facebook, Twitter
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Why is Make Works important?
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e Supporting Local Manufacturing: By
connecting creatives with local
manufacturers, Make Works UAE
supports industry, the local
economy and helps to create jobs.

e Supporting Small Businesses: Make
Works helps to connect small
businesses and start-ups with local
manufacturers, which can be
particularly beneficial for those who
do not have the contacts to find
suitable production services on their
own.

e Promoting Sustainability: By
encouraging local production, Make
Works helps to reduce the carbon
footprint associated with shipping
goods from overseas. It also
promotes the use of locally sourced
materials.

e Encouraging Creativity: Make Works
provides access to a diverse range of
manufacturing capabilities, which
can help to drive creativity and
innovation in the design and
production process.

e Providing Transparency: Make
Works provides transparency in the
manufacturing process by giving
users a complete overview of
services and facilities to build trust
and foster a better understanding of
the production process.
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GETTING LISTED
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As a manufacturer/fabricator/supplier,
why should I join Make Works UAE?
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The Creative & Cultural Industries currently
represents 3.5% of the UAE’s GDP ($17.5
billion) and it’s growing. By working with
artists and designers, manufacturers,
fabricators and suppliers can enjoy the
following benefits:

e Increased Exposure: A Make Works
UAE listing enhances your visibility,
reputation and public profile and
can lead to new business from the
creative industries,

* Credibility: Collaborations with
artists and designs lead to the
manufacturing of high-end designs,
product lines, collections, public art
and artworks that demonstrate the
highest levels of production and
finishing by the companies involved.

* Research & Innovation: Working
with clients from the creative
industries can challenge and
motivate your workforce while
optimising the possibilities of your
machinery. Research & development
(R&D) is essential for continued
success.

* Made in UAE: A profile on Make
Works UAE demonstrate your
commitment to the made-in-UAE
production ethos, which is a key
strategic goal of both Dubai
Government and UAE Federal
Government.

* Promotion: Make Works UAE
promotes manufacturers through its
website, social media channels and
events. By being listed on the
platform, manufacturers and
fabricators can benefit from this
promotion and reach a wider
audience.
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How can a I get my business listed on
Make Works UAE?
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The service is free of charge. Make Works
UAE only lists businesses that are based in
the UAE, have a physical workshop or
factory and have the capability to work with
clients on custom projects. We select based
on skills, expertise and quality of work.
Each business must go through a vetting
process to ensure they meet the platform's
criteria and standards. The Make Works
UAE Coordinator will visit your location
and assess your facility and services, work
with you to build your profile information;
the materials, machinery, processes and
services you offer. We will also take
photographs with your approval. To arrange
a meeting, contact Mansi Bavishi
makeworks@tashkeel.org or call /WhatsApp
056 526 1322.
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Can I edit my profile on Make Works
UAE?

ou—S399 0" U_-l:‘:,_nlo,_]g‘.x_ﬂ":,_u&o.‘“_]_b
§"8 o)l dw sl Olslol

It is important to keep your profile current
and accurate, as this can drive suitable
orders.

Updates are made by the Make Works UAE
Coordinator Mansi Bavishi. You can do this
by contacting makeworks(@tashkeel.org
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Make Works UAE conducts extensive
research to identify manufacturers,
fabricators and suppliers. Here are a few
ways we find candidates:
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Word of mouth: Make Works UAE
receives referrals from artists,
designers, and other manufacturers.

Online research: Extensive online
research helps find local businesses.
This includes searching through
online directories, social media
platforms and industry-specific
websites.

Industry events: Make Works UAE
attends industry events such as
trade shows, exhibitions and maker
fairs to meet with businesses and
learn about their work.

Direct outreach: Make Works UAE
also reaches out directly to
manufacturers, fabricators and
suppliers.
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USING THE PLATFORM
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As an artist/designer, how do | use Make
Works UAE?

Make Works UAE makes it easy to find local
manufacturers and fabricators to help bring
your projects to life.

Visit Make Works UAE website:
https://make.works/regions/uae
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e Click on ‘Join for free’

e Go back to homepage and click
‘Search all listings in Make Works
UAE’.

e Browse through the list of
manufacturers to find the type you
need. You can also use specific
keywords in the search bar.

e Click on a category or keyword to
view a list of manufacturers and
fabricators in that category.

e Click on a specific manufacturer or
fabricator to view their profile,
which includes their contact
information, location, services
offered, and examples of their work.

e Reach out to the business directly to
discuss your project and get a
quote.

e If you need assistance, contact
Make Works UAE via the form on
the website.
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Where are the businesses profiled on
Make Works UAE located? Can | visit
them?

While most of the profiled companies are
located in the Emirate of Dubai, you will
also find manufacturers, fabricators and
suppliers based in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and
the Northern Emirates. If you wish to visit a
company, please contact them directly.
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Can Make Works UAE give me design or
manufacturing advice?

Make Works UAE is an initiative aimed at
bridging the gap between makers and
creatives in the UAE, and it is committed to
facilitating art and design practice, creative
experimentation and cross-cultural
dialogue. Although Make Works UAE is not
explicitly a design or manufacturing
consultancy, it can provide information and
support. Designers in the UAE often face
challenges around manufacturing locally,
such as poor or no websites, and a feeling
that local manufacturers can be
intimidating, difficult or unreliable. By
engaging with Make Works UAE, designers
and makers can gain insight into
manufacturing processes in the UAE and
connect with local manufacturers.

To get advice contact Make Works UAE
Coordinator, Mansi Bavishi
makeworks@tashkeel.org or call
/WhatsApp 056 526 1322.
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Does Make Works UAE hold events and
activities?
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Make Works UAE regularly holds talks and
workshops around Dubai.

Follow us on @tashkeelstudio and
#makeworksuae to find out about
upcoming events.
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Does Make Works UAE offer training?

Make Works UAE regularly holds
workshops around Dubai that highlight
some of the processes and materials
featured on the platform. These are open
to the public.
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We are happy to give talks about Make
Works UAE. Please get in touch.
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Does Make Works UAE sell items made
locally?

No. Make Works UAE is focussed on
bringing people and businesses together
for the production process.
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Are there other Make Works around the Jo—> "uuS;99 lsa” pwl Joxi S Slaaio a5 b
world? Spllall

Yes, we are part of a global network but the
only one in MENASA. You can find Make
Works in England, Scotland, Sweden,
France, Spain, Italy, Hungary and Iceland!
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Where did the name Make Works come
from?
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The name was inspired by the idea of
making things locally. The founders of
Make Works believe that local
manufacturing is important for the
economy, the environment, and creativity,
and wanted a name that reflected this
philosophy. The name Make Works also
has a double meaning. It can be interpreted
as ‘make it work’ or ‘make it happen’,
which reflects the platform's mission to
connect makers and manufacturers to help
bring projects to life. Make Works originally
launched in Scotland in 2012 and has since
expanded to other regions around the
world, including the UAE. The name Make
Works has become synonymous with local
manufacturing and connecting makers with
the resources they need to create.
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How is Make Works UAE related to
Tashkeel?

Make Works UAE is a Tashkeel initiative.
Tashkeel was established in Dubai in 2008
to nurture the growth of contemporary art
and design practice rooted in the UAE.
Alongside Make Works UAE, Tashkeel
offers an annual programme of training,
residencies, exhibitions, residencies as well
as access to a wide range of specialist
facilities and equipment to art and design
practitioners who join as members.
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How is Make Works UAE related to Dubai
Culture?

In 2022, Dubai Culture and Arts Authority
(Dubai Culture) signed a long-term
agreement with Tashkeel to develop the
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Make Works UAE

aod Sl il
In partnership with

DUSRI

Culture aslaill

Make Works UAE portal aimed at
facilitating collaboration between the
creative sector and manufacturers,
fabricators and suppliers in the UAE. The
Authority aims to stimulate the local
creative manufacturing and export system
and enhance Dubai’s reputation as a global
hub for arts and culture. The partnership
aims to support emerging manufacturers
and SMEs by enabling them to promote
their businesses and services to the
creative industries.
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What is Make Works UAE’s ambition?

We aim to drive more local production by
artists and designers living and working in
the UAE. By 2027, Tashkeel plans to grow
the directory of manufacturers, fabricators
and suppliers to of 175 profiles.
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