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XN How to Make A Human_Mays Albaik =) ® Open with Preview

“Make the body out of a glass vessel.”

A body that is hollow, see-through. Not invisible, but almost.

Out of glass, A material of multiple states, often in constant

movement, hot and glowing and flowing, but here: still, cold, a
container to contain, not to move.

I was twenty-three when I applied for my first travel visa, and when I
realized it was my body’s agency I've been trying to defend. A body
that isn’t, actually, hollow, not see-through. Stateless, yet always of
multiple states, always in constant movement. Not hollow, not still,

not invisible.
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Curate the sound you make by jumping. Flap your hands before your eyes. In lengthening, become from
another country. Imitate the movement but expel more air. Say this is your house and run a lap in it but dance

with the air immediately around the ones who seem at home. Repeat a word or phrase, slightly louder, up

three steps then down, like a color block in a Hoffmhn painting. For a minute say every letter of every word

but slowly. Hold somebody hand up to your ear.

o6

Fred Moten, Little Edges.
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Not all literary works make this move, of course, but even for
those that do not, my claim is that the physical form of the literary arti-
fact always affects what the words (and other semiotic components)
mean. Literary works that strengthen, foreground, and thematize the
connections between themselves as material artifacts and the imagina-
tive realm of verbal/semiotic signifiers they instantiate open a window on
the larger connections that unite literature as a verbal art to its mate-
rial forms. To name such works, I propose “technc. -.s,” a term that
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I think, sometimes, that my body formed around my
mouth.

With every cough, a secret tried to escape. The belt of
three stars, sea-salt drying on the shore, the taste of
waves lapping against stones. My secrets, saffron
kisses, like warm winter tea, and words whispered, like
thin summer clouds.

But they were inside, pressed together, calcifying, not
clouds anymore, but slow rock. Odorless in their
immobility, in their imprisonment, tasteless.

Around them, my tongue morphed. My teeth, the teeth |
ground to keep the clouds in, bled then broke then,
around their debris, regrew anew. My lips flayed, then
regenerated, and now they sit, my words’ sore and
swollen gates to the world.

I think bodies form around their negative spaces.

Mays Albaik (2018)
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. lTranslation 1s an asymptote: !0 matter how close we try to get, there’s always a space
ctween the two bodics and that 1s the space where we live. The space where we

transpose, or are transposed.
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