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About Van Cleef & Arpels

Founded at Paris’ 22 Place Vendéme in 1906, Van Cleef & Arpels came into being following Estelle Arpels’ marriage
to Alfred Van Cleef in1895. Over the decades, the excellence and creativity of the High Jewelry Maison established
its reputation across the world. With a blend of inventiveness and poetry, Van Cleef & Arpels perpetuates a
highly distinctive style that has produced numerous signatures: the Mystery Set technique, the Minaudiere, the
transformable Zip necklace and the Alhambra motif. Its selection of gems that instill an emotion and the savoir-faire
of its craftsmen have given birth to enchanting jewelry and watchmaking collection. Whether inspired by nature,
couture, dance or imaginary worlds, the Maison opens the gate to a timeless universe of beauty and harmony.

Visit vancleefarpels.com

About Tashkeel

Tashkeel is a commercial consultancy with studio incubators for visual art & design rooted in the United Arab
Emirates. Established in Dubaiin 2008 by Sheikha Lateefa bint Maktoum bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Tashkeel’s facilities
enable production, experimentation and discourse. Its annual programme of training, residencies, workshops,
talks, exhibitions, international collaborations and publications aims to further practitioner development, public
engagement and lifelong learning. And its commercial services seek to embed UAE-made art and design in the
very fabric of society and the economy. By nurturing the growth of contemporary art and design, Tashkeel seeks
to empower the country’s ever growing creative and cultural industries..

Visit tashkeel.org
Tashkeel and Design

In addition to the Van Cleef & Arpels Emergent Designer Prize, Tashkeel nurtures the design sector through
other programmes and initiatives:

- The Tanween design programme, a 12-month development programme to take a product inspired by the
surroundings of the UAE from concept to completion. The resulting products are debuted annually at
Downtown Design.

- The Tanween Collection presents high-end, limited edition furniture, lighting, and decorative designed
pieces resulting from the Tanween design programme and are sold exclusively through Tashkeel. Profits
from the sale of each item are reinvested in the Tanween design programme to train gifted UAE-based
product designers.

- Tanween+ is a regular call for product designers living and working in the UAE to propose affordable
accessories and functional objects that can be sold. Selected items are debuted annually at Dubai Design
Week and sold exclusively through Tashkeel.

- Make Works UAE is an online directory of manufacturers, fabricators and suppliers open to working on
smallorders with artists and designers. The free, interactive platformis used by creatives seeking to connect
with reputable producers and makers in the UAE. Make Works UAE is a Tashkeel initiative supported by
Dubai Culture.
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About the Van Cleef & Arpels Emergent Designer Prize

Established in 2013, Van Cleef & Arpels Emergent Designer Prize is presented in partnership with Tashkeel. It
seeks to nurture emerging talent across the GCC and create global awareness by highlighting the region’s
best designs.

Each year, emerging designers who are resident in the GCC countries are invited to submit proposals for
functional products that embody a particular theme, which can be interpreted through materials, forms,
functions, and techniques.

The designer behind the winning product receives a five-day trip to Paris to attend courses led by the
acclaimed Mains d’Or, master craftsmen in high jewellery creation, at the exclusive LECOLE School of
Jewelry Arts, supported by Van Cleef & Arpels, an institute dedicated to accentuating the methods behind
the world of jewellery creation and watchmaking.

Previous prize-winners are:

Edition 1: Salem Al Mansoori (2013)
Edition 2: Vikram Divecha (2014)
Edition 3: lvan Parati (2015)

Edition 4: Ranim Orouk (2016)
Edition 5: Homza Omari (2017)
Edition é: Julia Ibbini (2019)

Edition 7: Aezad Muzaffar Alam (2020)
Edition 8: Neda Salmanpour (2021)
Edition 9: Moufida Mohideen (2022)
Edition 10: Hajer Altenaiji (2024)

In the past, the initiative has played a vital role in the careers of emerging product designers and artists
such as:

-Salem Al Mansoori went on to receive his Master’s from NYU Tisch School of Arts and continues to investigate
computationalmedia,datavisualisation,and creative technologies.

- Now based between New York and Dubai, Vikram Divecha has gone on to represent the UAE at the 57t
Venice Biennale and be commissioned by Louvre Abu Dhabi. He holds an MFA from Columbia University.

- lvan Parati, whose practice spans visual arts to interior architecture and product design continues to
educate future generations of designers at Ajman University.

- Ranim Orouk has received numerous high profile commissions and recently participated in the Dubai Design
Week 2019 exhibition ‘Madar’

- Haomza Omari’s career has taken him from LOCI Architecture + Design studio to Palmwood, a creative
organisation founded by the UAE Government and IDEO.
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“It has'been a very rewarding,
roller-coaster ride. This journey has
allowed me to learn; it has given me a
taste of what’s to come in my career”

Moufida Mohideen
Winner, Edition 9
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“Creating and designing any piece is a
unigue process. | am excited to see what

the universe holds for me!”

Neda Salmanpour

Winner, Edition 8
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“Drawing upon the decorative ornamentation
of Arabic architectural motifs, my design of a
lounge chair aims to fuse functionality with

rhythmic aesthetics found in nature”

Aezad Muzaffar Alam
Winner, Edition 7
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“The design industry in the regionii
young and such initiatives give design re
much-needed boost to innovate, take \ i

explore.”

Hamza Omari
Winner, Edition 5
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“The prize was a tremendous boost which came
' |' at a crucial time. | was able to test the boundaries
i gf my skills that would never have been realised

wlthout the support from Tashkeel and Van Cleef
Arpels.”

|
i

| '.Jiulia Ibbini \

- Winner, Edition 6
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“Winning the Van Cleef & Arpels prize was
simply life-changing. It afforded me so many
great opportunities that made me the designer
| am today.” —" 1

Salem Al Mansoori ——
Winner, Edition 1
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“A true once-in-a-life-time experience that

opens up a door of unlimited opportunities.”

Ranim Orouk
Winner, Edition 4




SOWI panall jlyjTaif S g 8j5ls o pine dysl81 3yg.1
il 852 :2025 pla) 3j531 ggidg0

Sl panall 8153 duclulll agils o pyasil u>-*—B| ugledl gulso Jgs (o groanall Sl j T ool cauls ¢jle yls geni
2y wlaiiall JU5 o dcaall ol adl dogisall Sgcll o3 wsy yeilly puanill clail ,aiy @l 2025 alsl
uwgale JSib Jl jeiill pog> e il seloll ppalaig disyboll g billg duSsll Jlacllg Uil

JS0Y1 ogls T sl calS Lo asam déuls pogs dysiall cuilgdl ¥ Jim Lingy g 1906 ale jlal il iia
dop> Jai) dlong 810> b LS| dlolgs u b pgails dsluw b pglac g go (dnoill sll) guopal dayibg
clanl &) Siang 811> s 1T il cayls gls jls @1 dymadl ©bE3lg srwll 3l ans b LaS elall J] aeilely)

Jaoll Giyg ylesy gaill glully dugudl aiid glgdl 85699 digills .8y auall ilymgaall gl Lle dugidl

cotll ciclli gl dausl swpSIl selinil b 63lau] oSad o)l b dales db3 g lay] dable dil wilalS 3p20 oo 48T ol
o Elgu qepanill JUs go Gt ol i) g Sef @S kil e pSomii oo deaindll slgall @eli of sing JSub Jsls
dwnsill ol jlansiwl of dusladl @bspudl e pueill of (lall Jledl bladl Jus

9590l ] tlacg poleotsis Jac j Sl J] reasidll " JiSuis”g jlyT il alS olo ge 81511 o 8pine &3l 8j9.1 (o
darbgllg JSuwl Us jujei o 18ullg glaull doisdll ailsgisall gosf ol sy .ellel jgSiall

o Gttty of gSay 31 el s dablol of dsyes e dabiall 46U of sl gyl G0l pSblfisl puser 1
sgigall pgia0 gggall 2l p 8Lall 8poleall el I SewllSl ipell jo il o dabioll el syl @l

w3l ublsy e J] gngale 1 g o Lo doas i duasS 9o gy Log

Lopgi of lgalasiwl el clgan Lo slgall Je Jondl ells (b Loy yomanill eilssidn (b plaiue pai Ll Lle 81 gai
lebuldl auslni gi/g wlyegaall oo wlSlitall Jous piy o il plell sy .duigS dany J8U lailis] 8sle] g

Loyl JUs oo 8ylisall wols sisall pes e . ileall duicg &) Sinag dungjrng Upon dlis wilasani J] 8531 oio owi
Syl uonill 898 j5u dyis dasiy pgidl pLiillg

Alasiuwl dadbgll g aaall gk Wbl g Hgall puai AWl gyleall e 2Ly oS Ll auSab elpdl go &2 pgdiw
il dolsll 839 4lg ‘a5llosg Lilall puanill d65 Ll sgas wluiilg slg-all




Van Cleef & Arpels Emergent Designer Prize
(Edition 11): Blooming Poetry

Van Cleef & Arpels & Tashkeel invites designers across the GCC to submit creative proposals for the Emerging
Designer Prize 2025, celebrating the intersection of design and poetry. This open call welcomes visionary
interpretations through products, furniture pieces, installations, functional objects, or lighting designs that
translate the essence of poetry into tangible form.

From the founding of the Maison in 1906 to the present day, poetic aspects have been at the core of Van
Cleef & Arpels’ design philosophy, inspiring innovation and allowing the craftsmen (Mains d’Or) from their
workshops in Paris’ Place Venddme to continue to discover new and beautiful ways to transmit the métiers
dart of their creations to the world. As with the captivating stories of love and magical tales, the Maison of
Van Cleef & Arpels applies techniques to bring dazzling jewelry pieces to life in new and innovative ways.
The femininity, the sheer abundance of color is akin to the vibrancy and creativity abound in the workshops.
Poetry is more than words—it’s an emotion, a rhythm, a moment suspended in time. It can be found in the
gentle curve of a chair, the play of light through a sculptural form, or the harmony of materials brought
together with intention. We encourage you to explore how poetry can manifest through design—whether by
capturing fleeting beauty, expressing cultural narratives, or evoking personal reflections.

For the 1ith edition of the Prize, Van Cleef & Arpels and Tashkeel invite applicants to create a work of
contemporary, functional design that responds to the above theme. The submitted proposals should also
incorporate creativity and innovation in enforcing the aspect of form and function.

Your proposal might echo the lyrical flow of calligraphy, the structured elegance of a sonnet, or the raw
emotion of free verse. It could draw from the region’s rich poetic heritage, from classical Arabic poetry to
contemporary expressions of life in the Gulf. The theme is open to interpretation—what matters is how you
translate the intangible into something that speaks to the senses.

We highly encourage a sustainable approach to design proposals, including the sourcing of materials
locally and ethically—whether reused, recycled, or recreated with minimal carbon footprint. Please note that
submissions in the form of jewelry and/or watch design will not be accepted.

This prize seeks designs that are not only visually striking but also thoughtful, innovative, and imbued with
meaning. Selected proposals will be supported through mentorship and production, culminating in an
exhibition that showcases the power of poetic design.

Entries will be judged by a panel of experts on the following criteria: interpretation of theme; originality;
concept development; functionality; use of materials and techniques; production feasibility; final design
resolution and aesthetics; and overall quality of submission.

Let poetry guide your creativity. Dream, design, and submit your vision for a chance to be part of this
prestigious celebration of design and artistry.
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THE PRIZE

Upon completion of the winning manufactured final
piece and after the press conference, the winner
will receive a trip to LECOLE School of Jewelry Arts,
supported by Van Cleef & Arpels in Paris for a duration
of one week. In addition, both the winner and runners-
up will attend a 5-day program at LECOLE Middle
East in Dubai Design District.

THE BUDGET

The total prize of AED 30,000 must cover the entire
materials and production of the work. Additional sum
of AED 5,000 for shipping costs to and from Dubai will
be provided if necessary.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?
The call is open to all artists and designers living in
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar.

THE PROCESS

- Deadline for submissions is 10pm (GMT+4),
Sunday 25 May 2025

- Shortlisted applicants will be invited for an
interview on 29 May 2025.

- All applicants will be notified by email by
Monday 13 June 2025.

WHAT DO | SUBMIT?

Participants are required to submit the following:

- Completed application form (incomplete and late
applications will not be considered) at https://form.
jotform.com/Tashkeel/van-cleef-amp-arpels-
emergent-desig

- Applicants can submit only one design proposal.
Submissions must include digital files (photos
of maquettes, renderings and/or sketches) — a
maximum of five images. All images must be in high
resolution JPEG or Tiff formats — 300dpi.

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE?

Entries must be submitted by 10pm (GMT+4), Sunday 25
May 2025 by filling in the application form at
https://form.jotform.com/Tashkeel/van-cleef-amp-

arpels-emergent-desig

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

- Submissions must be original and entirely the work of
the applicant.

- Submissions in the form of designs for jewellery and/
or watches will not be considered.

- Previously exhibited or produced projects will not
be accepted.

- Applicants agree to be photographed, filmed and
interviewed by the media.

- The design and manufacturing of the winning work is
the sole responsibility of the applicant. Tashkeel will
provide support and advice regarding production
and shipping.

- The organisers reserve the right to decline to
final product once delivered if it is deemed to be
poorly executed.

- The winner retains full ownership of the concept and
final work.

- The winner agrees to make the work available
to Tashkeel and Van Cleef & Arpels at any time
upon request.

- The winner agrees for the winning work to remain in
the UAE until 31 March 2026.

For any questions and enquiries,
please email: tashkeel@tashkeel.org
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Salem Al Mansoori. Mimicry.
Edition1,2013.

3D printed synthetic polymer.
10x10x10 cm.

Vikram Divecha. Degenerative Disarrangement.
Edition 2,2014.

Pavement bricks.
Variable dimensions.

Ivan Parati. Tile Table.
Edition 3,2015.

Wood, lacquer, copper.
Variable dimensions.

Ranim Orouk. Glow.
Edition 4, 2016.

3D-printed glass, acrylic.
70x70x200 cm.

Hamza Omari. Mahad.
Edition 5,2017

Wood, leather, felt.
70 x 70 x 100 cm.

Julia Ibbini. Symbio Vessels.
Edition 6, 2019.

Laser-cut cardboard.
70x70x100 cm.

Aezad Muzaffar Alam. Fragments of the desert
garden.
Edition 7,2020.

Wood, rattan.
60 x120 x 110 cm.

Neda Salmanpour. Kaleidoscope
Edition 8, 2021.

White onyx stone, algorithmic light.
145 x 26 cm.

Moufida Mohideen. Ascension.
Edition 9,2022.

Damas wood, mother of pearl.
160 x 60 cm.

Hajer Altenaiji. Dhow Kite.
Edition 10,2024.

Wood, Japanese paper, cotton threads.
70x75cm.
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Frequently Asked Questions

| am not a designer. Can | still apply?

The Prize is open to creative practitioners who are able to communicate a strong concept and
demonstrate a clear understanding of the design and production requirements needed to
realise the product.

Can we apply as a group?

Up to two individuals may collaborate on a submission. Commercial studios may not apply.

If we apply as a group do all the members have to
reside in the mentioned GCC countries?

Both individuals must live within UAE, Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia or Kuwait. Individuals do
not have to live in the same eligible country to apply.

Can | apply if | am from one of the eligible
countries but live somewhere else?

Applicants living within UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and Kuwait
are eligible to apply.

Is jewellery design allowed?

Submissions in the form of designs for jewellery and/or watches will not be considered.

Can it be any other kind of design
(textile, fashion)?

Submissions should take the form of contemporary functional products, including but not
limited to furniture, textile or lighting.

Does it need to be a functional product?

Yes. Submissions should take the form of contemporary functional products

Does it have to be a furniture piece?

Submissions should take the form of contemporary functional products, including but not
limited to furniture, textile or lighting.

Can | submit a design that | have
already produced?

Previously produced products will not be accepted.

Do I have to give all sketches, maquettes
and renderings?

Applicants are encouraged to choose a selection of sketches, maquettes and/or renderings
that best convey their concept. Evidence of prototyping is also welcome.

Is it enough to send sketches?

While sketches are accepted, many applicants do provide high quality renderings. The jury
does consider the presentation quality of a submission

Can | send a PDF of my portfolio instead of 5
images? (because the portfolio has descriptions)

Yes, if the portfolio contains no more than 10 images. Applicants are advised to select
experience that relates to the concept proposed.

What do you mean by 5 images?

Submissions should include up to 5 digital files (photos of maquettes, renderings and/
or sketches)

Can Tashkeel share previous submissions
as examples?

The guidance document contains images of the previous winning products. There are also
films of past winners on Tashkeel Youtube channel. During the open call, watch the recorded
talk on Tashkeel YouTube channel for advice. Live Q&A sessions will also be held online —
follow @tashkeelstudio for updates

What is the selection process?

All submissions that meet the basic criteria are reviewed by a jury that consists of
representatives of Van Cleef & Arpels, Tashkeel and two independent design professionals.
Two rounds of voting take place until a shortlist is agreed upon and invited for an interview
with the jury to discuss their concept in detail.

What is the maximum production budget?

The total prize of AED 30,000 must cover the entire materials and production of the work. An
additional sum of AED 5,000 for shipping costs to and from Dubai will be provided if necessary.

Do I need to submit estimated production
cost and timeline?

Submissions that include a preliminary budget breakdown and production timeline
are encouraged.

Does the winning piece have to be manufactured
in the same country | am applying from?

The winning applicant(s) is expected to take an active role in overseeing the manufacturing of
the product. Therefore, it is recommended that production takes place in the same country.

Will Tashkeel guide the winner in production?

Tashkeel provides guidance and advice to the winner during the production phase. However,
the production process is fully managed by the winning applicant(s).

What happens if | win?

The winner will be photographed and filmed, the edited content of which will be used for
promotional publicity purposes. The winner will be expected to attend and speak at the public
announcement in October in Dubaii.
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