
  
 

INDUSTRY HEAVY HITTERS HEADLINE NEOCON’S 2016 CONFERENCE  
 The Mart, Chicago 

JUNE 13-15  
 
(Chicago, IL - February 2016) The 48th edition of NeoCon®, June 13-15, will once 
again provide an immersive and multi-faceted experience for the international 
commercial interiors industry. This year’s overarching theme, “Design That Works,” 
speaks to the power and vitality of good design. This message will be carried 
throughout the many aspects of the show, from new and game-changing products 
across the vertical markets to its rich educational programming. This year’s keynote 
speakers are emblematic of the influence of good design; how it motivates, inspires, 
nurtures and connects. Headliners include: Paul Scialla, Founder/CEO of Delos, and of 
the International WELL Building Institute® (IWBI), an influential public benefit 
corporation whose mission is to improve human health and well-being through the built 
environment; David Rockwell, Founder and President of the award-winning architecture 
and design firm Rockwell Group; and Oana Stanescu, Partner of Family, the visionary 
architecture studio behind buzzed-about projects including + POOL. 

 
Monica DeBartolo, Director of Programming, comments, “As the premier platform and 
forum for the commercial interiors business, NeoCon has enjoyed hosting the 
industry’s top thought leaders and movers-and-shakers. We are excited to welcome 
Paul Scialla, David Rockwell, and Oana Stanescu to the NeoCon stage this year, as 
we highlight all the things that good design can help people and organizations achieve.  
NeoCon is the place where good design comes together.” 
 
The 2016 keynote presenters are: 
 
PAUL SCIALLA [K1]  
Monday, June 13 at 8am, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, 14th Floor, Sauganash Ballroom 
Sponsored By ASID 
 
After 18 years on Wall Street, including 10 at Goldman Sachs as a Partner, Paul 
Scialla’s interest in altruistic capitalism and sustainability led him to establish the 
International WELL Building Institute (IWBI), which administers the WELL Building 
Standard® globally to improve human health and wellbeing through the built 
environment. Since IWBI’s inception, Scialla has become a leading voice in the 
sustainability movement, serving as a keynote speaker at prominent green building, 
real estate, and technology forums and conferences around the world. In his 
presentation, Scialla will share emerging innovations and evidence-based research 
about how we can design buildings specifically to support the health and wellness of 
the people who live, work and learn in them. Topics will include an introduction to the 



WELL Building Standard, costs and benefits, early examples of WELL buildings, and 
performance-based metrics for health and wellness in the built environment. The event 
will help design professionals who are interested in incorporating health into the design 
of the built environment. 
 
David Rockwell [K2]  
Tuesday, June 14 at 8am, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, 14th Floor, Sauganash 
Ballroom 
Sponsored By Knoll and IIDA 
 
David Rockwell, FAIA, is the founder and President of Rockwell Group, an interdisciplinary 
architecture and design firm that emphasizes innovation and thought leadership in every 
project. Based in New York with offices in Madrid and Shanghai, Rockwell Group merges 
architecture, theater, craftsmanship, and technology to create unique narratives for their work, 
including hospitality, cultural institutions, offices, transportation, residential, set design, 
products, exhibitions and festivals. Projects include Nobu restaurants and hotels worldwide; 
The New York EDITION; NeueHouse (New York, Los Angeles and London); W Hotels 
worldwide; Virgin Hotels Chicago; TED Theater (Vancouver, BC); Travelle at the Langham 
(Chicago); Prince Gallery Tokyo Kioicho Hotel; 15 Hudson Yards and Culture Shed in 
collaboration with Diller Scofidio + Renfro; set designs for On Your Feet, Kinky Boots and 
Hairspray; and product collections for Stellar Works, The Rug Company, Jim Thompson and 
Shaw Hospitality Group. Honors and recognition include the AIA New York Chapter President’s 
Award, Cooper-Hewitt National Design Award, and the Presidential Design Award. 
 

 
OANA STANESCU [K3]  
Wednesday, June 15 at 9am, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, 14th Floor, Sauganash 
Ballroom 
Sponsored By AIA Chicago 
 
Oana Stanescu is a partner of Family and has used her vast international experience 
to lead the office’s European projects. Prior to joining Family, Oana worked at a diverse 
array of award-winning offices around the world including Herzog and De Meuron, 
OMA and SANAA. She has also contributed to numerous architectural publications 
such as Domus, MARK and Abitare and co-taught a seminar at the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation at Columbia University. She currently is 
involved in the +Pool project in New York, a Kickstarter-backed endeavor that involves 
installing a cross-shaped floating swimming pool in the East River, and has also 
worked with Kanye West on both tour sets and personal residential projects. 
 
The keynote presentations are free and set the stage for what promises to be a 
dynamic, engaging and empowering show experience. Show and keynote registration 
is now open at www.neocon.com.  
  
Interviews with keynotes and show management are available prior to, during, or after 
the show. Media can access the show’s online pressroom at www.neocon.com to 

http://www.neocon.com/
http://www.neocon.com/


download press releases and announcements. The site also features an image gallery 
and fast facts. For exhibitor news, images and real-time information, follow NeoCon on 
the following social media channels: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, Pinterest 
and Vine. 
  
As hotels tend to book up fast, trade professionals are encouraged to make their 
reservations early. For hotel and travel discounts, visit http://neocon.com/attend/hotels-
travel 

 
NeoCon® is a registered trademark of The Mart, a Vornado Property. 
 
Media Contacts: 
Alexandra Zwicky / Chris Abbate / Danielle McWilliams, Novità Communications 
Email:  alexandra@novitapr.com / chris@novitapr.com / danielle@novitapr.com   

 
The Mart, a Vornado Property anda division of Vornado Realty Trust, is a leading owner and 
operator of integrated showroom and office buildings, as well as trade show facilities, bringing 
buyers and sellers together through market events, trade and consumer shows, and conferences 
each year. We are committed to creating sustainable environments in the properties we manage 
and the communities we serve. 

 
Vornado Realty Trust, based in New York City, is a fully integrated equity real-estate investment 
trust. Vornado’s common shares are listed on the New York Stock Exchange and are traded 
under the symbol VNO. 
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