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UNSCR-2417 and FNS-REPRO

Dutch contribution to UNSCR-2417

▪ Drawing attention to the link between armed conflict and 

conflict-induced food insecurity and the threat of famine.

▪ Recognizing the need to:

➢Breaking the vicious cycle of conflict and food insecurity.

➢Placing the world’s most vulnerable people firmly at the 

centre of the agenda.



FNS-REPRO: Horn of Africa

Aim

▪ Strengthen the resilience of food systems in fragile contexts and 

conflict situations for improved Food & Nutrition Security outcomes.

Geographic and thematic focus

▪ Horn of Africa ~ Value Chain Development

➢ Somaliland: Sool & Sanaag

Fodder Systems

➢ Sudan: North and East Darfur

Gum Arabic

➢ South Sudan:  Aweil, Bor, Renk,  Torit,  Wau, Yambio

Integrated Seed Sector Development



FNS-REPRO: Approach

A Unique Principled Approach

▪ Humanitarian~Development~Peace Nexus

▪ Area based approach

▪ System approach to FNS Resilience

▪ Learning agenda to inform flexible and adaptive 

programming

➢ Contribution to improved FNS outcomes in protracted 

crises

➢ Contribution to improved policy and practice (locally, 

nationally and internationally through the Global 

Network Against Food Crises)



FNS-REPRO: Outcomes

The programme’s overall outcome is resilient 

livelihoods and food systems and contributions to 

sustainable localized peace. 

This will be achieved through (contextualized for each country):

1. Improved inclusive access and management of local natural resources;

2. Improved livelihood and income opportunities along the selected value 

chains; 

3. Enhanced knowledge, skills and capacity of local communities around 

nutrition-sensitive livelihood support;

4. Establish and implement a learning mechanism that reinforces field activities 

and facilitates improved policy and practice on food system resilience (WUR-

WCDI’s Learning Agenda).



FNS-REPRO Learning Agenda

FAO’s Learning and Knowledge Partner:

▪ Wageningen Centre for Development Innovation 

(WUR-WCDI)

▪ Netherlands Food Partnership 

➢ Evidence based strategic programming involving FAO, 

FAO partners, Universities, Embassies and DMFA.



FNS-REPRO Learning Agenda

Key Components of the Learning Agenda:

 ... is to establish and implement learning mechanisms that reinforces field activities
and facilitates improved policy and practice on food system resilience.

▪ Enhance analysis to promote food system resilience in protracted 
crises situations

▪ Strengthen evidence-based strategic programming

▪ Build institutional knowledge and research capacity around food 
system resilience

▪ Facilitate Learning Journey through Communities of Practice

▪ Inform both policy and practice



FNS-REPRO Learning Agenda

Key activities include:

• Undertaking FoSRA’s / SSRA’s and special studies

• Formation of country-based CoPs and facilitation 

of Learning Journeys

• Organization of Annual Learning and Sensemaking 

Events

• Publishing resource reports, toolkits, concept notes, 

briefing papers on FSR

• Development of TMTs and ICP to develop 

integrated learning pathways - NUFFIC
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Resilience

 In relation to the Rome Based Agencies (FAO, WFP and 

IFAD) focus on agriculture, food security and nutrition, 

resilience is essentially about:

➢The inherent capacities (abilities) of individuals, groups, 

communities and institutions to withstand, cope, recover, adapt 

and transform in the face of shocks and stressors. 

➢Building resilience therefore is about strengthening the 

absorptive, adaptive and transformative capacities.

❑ This implies that all interventions must begin by 

identifying and building upon existing capacities and 

resources (FAO, IFAD and WFP, 2015).



Food Systems

For REPRO, it means to understand food system activities and their dynamics (from food provisioning 
and processes to food marketing and consumption), including the socio-economic and environmental 
drivers impacting these activities, and food security outcomes. 



Protracted Crises

 Protracted crises have been defined by FAO: 

“those environments in which a significant proportion of 

the population is acutely vulnerable to death, disease and 

disruption of livelihoods over a prolonged period of 

time”. 

 According to FAO protracted crises share some of 

the following characteristics: 

➢ Duration or longevity 

➢ Conflict

➢ Weak governance or public administration; 

➢ Breakdown of local institutions

➢ Unsustainable livelihood systems and poor food security 

outcomes. 



Food System Resilience 

A definition ...

 Food systems affected by conflict, environmental and 

economic shocks and stresses are able to maintain 

functionality, recover from the effects of harmful events, and 

improve to a better-off state, ensuring desired food system 

outcomes (FNS in particular). 

➢ Working towards food system resilience implies 

understanding that not all actors or activities within food 

systems are equally vulnerable. 

➢ Understanding the interaction of different shocks, stressors 

and components or activities, as well as the vulnerabilities 

and bottlenecks of a system, is required. This helps to identify 

leverage points for resilience building.
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FNS-REPRO Somaliland
Sool and Sanaaq, Somaliland ~ Fodder Systems

▪ Moves beyond humanitarian work to involve development & peace building

▪ Addresses fodder systems as key component underpinning resilience in agro-

pastoralist pathways

▪ Works on fodder as integral to improved land use management & livestock 

systems 

▪ Feeds into regional programme on Fodder Balance Sheet (FAO-RTEA)



FNS-REPRO Sudan
North and East Darfur ~ Gum Arabic

▪ Moves beyond humanitarian work (WFP) to involve development 

(IFAD) & peace building

▪ Engages with both farmers and pastoralists along livestock 

corridors

▪ Restores local green belts lost to charcoaling during the crisis

▪ Set example to rebuild the Great Green Wall  in protracted crisis 

context



FNS-REPRO South Sudan
Akobo,  Aweil, Bor, Renk,  Torit,  Wau, Yambio ~ 

Integrated Seed System Development 

▪ Promotes Integrated Seed Sector Development by investing in 

formal, intermediary and informal seed systems

▪ Addresses critical challenges in seed-food system interface for 

improved FNS outcomes

▪ Develops context specific seed sector pathways / road map
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Food System Resilience Assessment (FoSRA)
As the figure presents there are three interrelated parts of the food system resilience 
assessment: 

The FoSRA conceptual framework (green, left side);  

Undertaking the FoSRA; and the FoSRA toolbox (blue, right side);                                                                                         

Validity and learning (red, bottom part);    

I. The FoSRA conceptual framework is made up of three components:

 Understanding food systems and their FNS outcomes (component 1 and following chapter 1);

 Exploring the food-fodder-system interface (Somalia); exploring the food-gum-system interface 
(Sudan) and FNS outcomes; (component 2, and following chapter 2) and;

 Applying principles and practices to building food system resilience in protracted crises 
(component 3, following chapter 3).

II. Undertaking the FoSRA consists of two components:

 Applying interactive tools to understand food systems and their behaviour (component 4, 
chapter 4) through the toolbox which consists of two components:

O training an FoSRA data collection team (Annex 1); and

O using tools to co-create the understanding of food systems (interactively integrated)

 Developing food system resilience pathways with a focus on specific pathways for fodder and 
gum or other specific target systems (component 5, chapter 5); and

III. The Validity and Learning section consists of:

 Validating pathways through questioning (component 6, chapter 6) 

 Documenting and applying good practice, and developing policy recommendations (component 
7, chapter 7)



FoSRA Reports



FoSRA Reports



Thank you ...

... Questions?

 Fns-repro.wcdi@wur.nl

 Eelke.Boerema@wur.nl

 Gerrit-jan.vanuffelen@wur.nl

 Herman.Brouwer@wur.nl
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