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“These creatively named freshwater 
mussels were all found in the Ne-
osho River near Commerce ... dur-
ing a Wildlife Diversity Program sur-
vey. (These mussels were removed 
from the water for a few minutes to 
confirm their identification and then 
properly placed into the river chan-
nel.)” 

More info on “Surveying Three 
Ozark Highland Rivers”: 

 

https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/
wildlife/wildlife-diversity/wildside/
surveying-three-ozark-highland-

rivers 

“Where in Oklahoma can you find 

Monkeyfaces, Pistolgrips, Wabash 

Pig-toes, Pimplebacks 

and Threehorn Wartybacks?”  

“Freshwater mussels filter mi-
croscopic organisms and or-
ganic particles from the water 
column. A variety of species 
can be found in “mussel beds” 
along sandy or gravely 
streams and rivers.” 

Check out all 

the Festivals on 

the Calendar. 

https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/wildside/surveying-three-ozark-highland-rivers
https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/wildside/surveying-three-ozark-highland-rivers
https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/wildside/surveying-three-ozark-highland-rivers
https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/wildside/surveying-three-ozark-highland-rivers
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“SmartFlower wakes up at sun-
rise, fans out its twelve solar 
‘petals’ to 194 square feet and 
automatically cleans itself in 
preparation for capturing the 
sun’s rays. SmartFlower then 
turns to face the sun at a 90° 
angle, and follows the sun 

throughout the day using dual axis tracking to maximize solar 
energy yield. At night, the system automatically folds itself up for 
compact storage, then starts the cycle over the next morning.” 

An environmental education newsletter for 
the citizens of Oklahoma sponsored by the 
Department of Biology at Oklahoma City 
University.  Items appearing in this newslet-
ter do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
endorsement of the sponsoring organization. 
 
Editor: Beth Landon 
 blandon@okcu.edu 

Please send any submissions to  
The EnvironMentor Newsletter 
or The Calendar to: 
Environmentor@okcu.edu 
 
Published bimonthly each year. 
The next deadline is November 20, 2017. 
 
If you wish to receive an email 
announcing when a new issue 
has been uploaded, please send 
an email to Environmentor@okcu.edu. 

Download your EnvironMentor Newsletter in 
pdf form from: 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor 

Visit The EnvironMentor Calendar at 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 
Scroll down from The Newsletters.  Regularly 
updated as information becomes available. 
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Quiz!! Quiz!! Quiz!! 

https://solarthermalmagazine.com/2017/08/29/solar-

smartflower-installed-lavender-farm/ 

This quiz is a twofer from the Oxley Nature 

Center.  Do you know what plant this is?  

But how about those insects?  Get out your 

magnifying glass to see them up close. 

Check out Page 18 for the answers and a 

lot more information. 

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/artsci/environmentor
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
https://solarthermalmagazine.com/2017/08/29/solar-smartflower-installed-lavender-farm/
https://solarthermalmagazine.com/2017/08/29/solar-smartflower-installed-lavender-farm/
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Citizen Scientist Opportunity! 
 

Use the hyperlink below to get to the homep-
age where you will find that you can down-
load an app to report your discoveries.  
There have been over 200,000 uploads, over 
5,000 in the last month.  Help put Oklahoma 
on the map. 
   

The H.E.R.P. and HerpMapper projects mon-
itor reptile and amphibian diversity and popu-
lations in North America (H.E.R.P) and 
around the world (HerpMapper).  

“The Wildlife Department has been tracking 
the invasion of Asian Carp in our state. How 
can you help? Let us know if you catch big-
head or silver carp! Our Aquatic Nuisance 
Species Biologist is collecting data on these 
species to better understand their population 
status and threats to our state.”  

Thank you, Jena Donnell, Wildlife Diversity Specialist 

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 

Bullfrog; photo by Schristia on Flickr 

Oklahoma State Amphibian 

American Bullfrog 

http://www.naherp.com/
https://www.herpmapper.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/schristia/5206741460
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https://americarecyclesday.org/ 

This Fall, Take the  
#BeRecycled Pledge 

Commit to Reduce,  
Reuse, Recycle,  

and Buy Recycled! 

 

 
 

PLEDGE NOW 

JOIN US IN RECYCLING MORE. 

Learn 
I will find out what materials are collected for 
recycling in my community. 

Act 
Within the next month, I will reduce the amount of 
waste I produce, I will recycle more, and I will buy 
products made with recycled content. 

Share 
In the next month, I will encourage one family 
member or one friend to take the #BeRecycled 
pledge. 

The national recycling rate has increased 
over the past 30 years. 
 
The current recycling rate is 34%. 

For America Recycles Day 2017, 
I pledge to: 

https://americarecyclesday.org/
https://americarecyclesday.org/pledge/
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Thursday,  

March 29, 2018 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/ 

High Schools!!  High Schoolers!! 

Assemble Your Teams Now!! 

Build your expertise in Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, 

Wildlife, and Western Rangeland Management  

October 28 Growing Up WILD 

All at UCO’s Outdoor Adventure Recreation 

Center from 9 am to 3 pm and at a cost $20. 

7100 East 2nd Street, Edmond, OK 

Turn south at Midwest Boulevard and drive all the 

way to end of the road near the shore of Lake Arcadia. 

Email Lisa Anderson to register at 

 okprojectwild@fullnet.net. 

2017 Electronic Recycling Drive 

October 1, 2017 @ 12:00 am -  
October 31, 2017 11:30 pm 

627 S Lewis Ave, Tulsa, OK 74104, USA 

The TYPROS Sustainability Crew is holding an 
electronic recycling drive as a fundraiser for the 
TYPROS Foundation. 

All unwanted electronic waste will be accepted 
except TV's and CRT monitors. 

Drop offs are at 627 South Lewis Ave Monday-
Friday 10-5 through the month of October. 

The First Place Team from the Oklahoma 

Envirothon will go to the international 

competition this year to be held in Idaho. 

Beautiful photo contributed 

by Brenda Sears Johnston  

Oklahoma State Butterfly 

Black Swallowtail Butterfly 

Sponsored by: 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/
okprojectwild@fullnet.net
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This article has a lovely drawing of an Eastern Redbud, 

the Oklahoma State Tree.  Check it out at: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/26/opinion/sunday/

cure-yourself-of-tree-blindness.html 

Cure Yourself of Tree Blindness 

“it’s about not letting the built environment make 
me too tame. When you engage with a tree, you 
momentarily leave the human-created world.”  

IRegistration Deadline: 10/13/17 

Competition Starts: 10/16/17 

Competition Ends: 11/15/17 

Our Mission 
 

Invigorate student participation in recycling 
through a national K-12 competition. 
 
Objectives 
 Establish new recycling programs within 

schools 
 

 Increase or improve recycling rates in 
schools that currently recycle 

 

 Provide teacher/student educational opportu-
nities about recycling and waste reduction 

https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl 

“There was a time when knowing your trees was a matter of life and death, 
because you needed to know which ones were strong enough to support a 
house and which ones would feed you through the winter. Now most of us 
walk around, to adapt a term devised by some botanists, tree blind.” 

By GABRIEL POPKIN  AUGUST 26, 2017 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/26/opinion/sunday/cure-yourself-of-tree-blindness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/26/opinion/sunday/cure-yourself-of-tree-blindness.html
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/17/science/17angi.html
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 Backyard Bark Beetles 
Citizen Science 

for the Protection of Our Forests  

The Backyard Bark Beetles project asks 
citizens to collect insects to be identified 
by researchers. The projects share a com-
mon theme of creating and maintaining a 
large database of information that scien-
tists and non-scientists can use. 

OKLAHOMA EMERALD ASH BORER 

ACTION PLAN 

2015 
 

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/

images/EAB/EAB%20Action%20Plan,%

202015.pdf 

Growing Oklahoma  

Community Forest Planning: Emerald Ash Borer  

Guide for Oklahoma Communities  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/

forestry/images/EAB/Oklahoma%20EAB%

20Community%20Guide%20revised.pdf 

More      Info 

http://www.backyardbarkbeetles.org/#
http://www.backyardbarkbeetles.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/EAB%20Action%20Plan,%202015.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/EAB%20Action%20Plan,%202015.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/EAB%20Action%20Plan,%202015.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/Oklahoma%20EAB%20Community%20Guide%20revised.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/Oklahoma%20EAB%20Community%20Guide%20revised.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/EAB/Oklahoma%20EAB%20Community%20Guide%20revised.pdf
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To Help Save Monarchs, 
Oklahoma Conservationists 

Work to Repair a Plant’s 
Weedy Reputation 

An article from State Impact Oklahoma:by Zoe Travers 

“THE NEED FOR WEED 

There’s a reason milkweed is such an integral part of Monarch conservation: It’s the only plant the 
butterfly will lay its eggs on, and the only plant its caterpillars will eat.” 

CARE_SMC / FLICKR/CC BY-ND 2.0 

To read this article and the articles linked to it, 

click on the URL below: 

https://stateimpact.npr.org/

oklahoma/2017/09/28/to-help-save-monarchs-

oklahoma-conservationists-work-to-repair-a-

plants-weedy-reputation/ 

Species Assessment Database 

Population Estimates Database 

Download the PIF 2016 

Landbird Conservation Plan » 

https://www.partnersinflight.org/ 

There is a lot to do 

at the Partners in Flight 

website: 

“The Partners in Flight (PIF) Species Assessment Database is now the Avian Conservation Assessment Database! Where-
as the Species Assessment Database contained information only on landbirds in Canada, USA and Mexico, the Avian Con-
servation Assessment Database contains assessment data for all North American birds from Canada to Panama.” 

“This web site is intended to: 
1. Provide users access to the estimates of landbird populations published in the North American Landbird Con
 servation Plan (Rich et al. 2004), which were based mainly on Breeding Bird Survey data from the 1990s, 

2. Allow users to view and download estimates for landbird populations at a variety of geographic scales, and 

3. Provide transparent access to the methodologies, assumptions, data sources, and species-specific correction 

 factors used by  Partners in Flight to create these estimates.” 

https://monarchjointventure.org/get-involved/create-habitat-for-monarchs/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2017/09/28/to-help-save-monarchs-oklahoma-conservationists-work-to-repair-a-plants-weedy-reputation/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2017/09/28/to-help-save-monarchs-oklahoma-conservationists-work-to-repair-a-plants-weedy-reputation/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2017/09/28/to-help-save-monarchs-oklahoma-conservationists-work-to-repair-a-plants-weedy-reputation/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2017/09/28/to-help-save-monarchs-oklahoma-conservationists-work-to-repair-a-plants-weedy-reputation/
http://rmbo.org/pifassessment/
http://rmbo.org/pifpopestimates/
https://www.partnersinflight.org/resources/the-plan/
https://www.partnersinflight.org/resources/the-plan/
https://www.partnersinflight.org/
http://www.partnersinflight.org/
http://www.partnersinflight.org/cont_plan/default.htm
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An Article by Suzanne McCombs, Oklahoma Forestry Service, released October 14, 2016: 
 

 Destructive beetle detected in Oklahoma 
 

“A pest that has caused the loss of tens of millions of ash trees across 
the nation was recently discovered in Delaware County in northeastern 
Oklahoma in an EAB survey trap set by the USDA Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service and Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 

Food and Forestry. The emerald ash borer (EAB), a non-

native, wood-boring beetle, is a significant threat to ash trees across the state. 
‘With a number of our neighboring states already dealing with the pest, we knew it was a matter a 
time before emerald ash borer appeared in Oklahoma,’ said George Geissler, director, Oklahoma 
Forestry Services. ‘We want to make Oklahomans aware of the issue and available options and re-
sources for dealing with this pest.’  
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry will be quarantining all movement of ash 
wood out of Delaware County because the pest lives under the bark and it can be easily spread if 
infested wood is moved into other areas. 
Treatment options are available, but need to be carefully weighed against removal options, looking 
at financial implications, including the cost of each treatment and the tree value. The rate of spread 
is impacted by many variables and is difficult to predict at this point, but it also enters into the deci-
sion making for communities and individuals. Oklahoma Forestry Services recommends consulting 
with an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certified arborist if you have questions about your 
ash trees. 
‘There are decisions to be made, and we want those decisions to be science-based,’ said Geissler. 
‘We’re offering the best resources available on our website and will keep Oklahomans informed on 
the progression of emerald ash borer.’  
Emerald ash borer probably arrived in the United States on solid wood packing material carried in 
cargo ships or airplanes originating in its native Asia. It was discovered in southeastern Michigan in 
2002 and since that time has spread to more than 25 
states and Canada. Oklahoma Forestry Services en-
courages Oklahomans to be on the lookout for emer-
ald ash borer. Here are EAB signs to look for: 
• Adult EAB - Is a metallic emerald green color and 
about 1/2'’ long. They are difficult to detect. 
• Larva - It is a cream color and distinctly segmented. 
It is easy to spot by peeling back loose ash tree bark. 
• S-shaped galleries – After the larvae have matured 
and exited the tree, distinct s-shaped galleries are left 
under the bark. 
• D-shaped very small exit holes are left in the tree. 
• Crown Decline – the top 1/3 of the tree typically dies first, then 
progresses down the tree. 
• Multiple Trees – Infestation may include a number of declining 
ash in the area. 
• Woodpecker Holes – Woodpeckers love EAB larvae, so wood-
pecker holes might indicate EAB. 
Please notify Oklahoma Forestry Services at 405-522-6158 if you see signs of EAB infestation in 
ash trees. For more information and resources regarding emerald ash borer, visit 
www.forestry.ok.gov/eab.     Get more downloads about the EAB on page  

Adult EAB Photo Credit: Oklahoma Forestry Service 
Photo Credit: David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org (Photo not in original article.) 

Emerald ash borer larva. 

Adult 

Emerald 

Ash 

Borer 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forestry.ok.gov%2Feab&h=ATPf8x71goR85gOyZ7XuW5JQjlIWzPcWqgs3PxXj0KXs8t8w6XYP1dJ7nnc7D6flc3y9XhD2PoX7RSJ91NXTeT5NFgujCCQmBY6kcqCn_97gcOIvR5gSfyJHVHbXzbu6AmUrLPGl3opREA4s-a4zjZvtEwQdiRM1Afa1E9O597lP7fQzYgoSVvKd-9Y
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Bringing citizen science to you: 

To help you bring a citizen science project 

into your home or classroom, the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

(HHMI) BioInteractive 
resource has added a free course using eco-
logical research happening in the Gorongosa 
National Park in Mozambique. Each of its 8 
lessons focuses on a different aspect of the 
park, specifically the interactions between 
humans, the park, and the organisms that live 
within the park. The lessons come with a stu-
dent guide and worksheet and they do not 
have to be done sequentially. 

 
Lesson 1: WildCam Gorongosa 

Lesson 1 teaches students how to identify large mammals using images captured from game cameras 
that have been placed at various locations within the park. Your students will add new information about 
animal movement and range mapping for the researchers in the Gorongosa with this activity. 

 
Lesson 2: Gorongosa National Park 

In lesson 2, students explore the events that have 
affected the park’s species diversity over the 
years. This lesson primarily looks at the pres-
sures human migration and political upheaval can 
force onto a natural environment. It provides im-
portant background information for understand-
ing different variables that have influenced the 
current status of the park beyond the common 
causes of agricultural encroachment and poach-
ing. 

 
Lesson 3: Scientific Inquiry with WildCam 
Gorongosa 

Lesson 3 is a short exercise that asks students to 
practice observational writing and to formulate 
research questions based on a small amount of data. 

 
Lesson 4: Gorongosa's Food Webs 

In lesson 4, students build a food chain, then a food web, and then a trophic pyramid based on their 
knowledge of the park. If you haven’t yet introduced energy flow, this activity is a great way to help your 
students learn more about food webs in a national park. 

 
Lesson 5: Tracking Lion Communities 

Lesson 5 has students watch a short video about the lion repopulation project in Gorongosa and answer 
a few questions concerning the role of researchers and local peoples in maintaining diverse populations. 
 

(Continued on Page 15) 

From http://www.gorongosa.org/explore-park/gallery/

lake-urema-1 

https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive 

https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/gorongosa-using-citizen-science-study-ecology
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/gorongosa-using-citizen-science-study-ecology
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-1-wildcam-gorongosa
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-2-gorongosa-national-park
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-3-scientific-inquiry-wildcam-gorongosa
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-4-gorongosas-food-webs
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-5-tracking-lion-communities
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive
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(Continued from Page 14) 

Lesson 6: Biomes and Landscapes 
Lesson 6 focuses on learning about the park’s land itself, this time about the past, present, and future via 
an interactive map of the Gorongosa area. 

 
Lesson 7: Observations Across Habitats 

Lesson 7 helps hone your students’ observational skills, but this time, they must compare environmental 
differences by looking at landforms and species mix. To extend this activity, have your students deter-
mine why some animal species appear in many biomes. Consider why this might be the case with a focus 
on what makes a generalist species different from a specialist species. 

 
Lesson 8: WildCam Gorongosa: Data Analysis 

This lesson takes the citizen science of lesson 1 a step further. For researchers, once an animal has been 
identified, they must catalog it and record other measures, such as location, time of day, and weather. 
This information is often called metadata. Lesson 8 allows students to explore the collection and analy-
sis of metadata and why it is important. By pairing the lessons, you give students firsthand experience 
doing real ecological research. 
 
All of the lessons focus on ecosystem structure and diversity with components of energy flow and 
maintenance conservation, so you can easily incorporate technology into your environmental science 
class. 
 
Explore all of the Gorongosa citizen science lessons. 
 
Browse HHMI BioInteractive, a repository featuring a variety of free resources for citizen scientists and 
life science teachers, including short films, lecture series, and virtual labs. 

The JMG Committee engages children in hands-on learning ex-

periences to develop an appreciation for the environment, a 

passion for gardening, and improved life skills.  We use the reg-

istered JMG program and partner with the Oklahoma County 

Extension, schools, and youth organizations. 

Just last spring, we worked with seven schools in outdoor gar-

den programs.  We had contact with 330 children and helped them experience a complete gardening cy-

cle: soil preparation, planting, harvesting and crop harvest.  The program is very hands on and spans over 

two months.  The joy and sense of accomplishment that we witnessed in the children were extremely re-

warding.  The schools are very pleased with the JMG partnership and we have been invited to repeat the 

programs in all of the schools. 

This spring our committee is working in seven in-school or after-school programs.  We anticipate working 

with another 300 youths.  We will be teaching four to eight sessions per school on vegetable, flower, and 

pollinator gardening, as well as plant basics.  In most cases we will have access to raised beds to give the 

participants a complete experience.   

The camaraderie, dedication and enthusiasm of our volunteers 

coupled with the wonder we see in the children provides us 

with a strong sense of mission. 

Visit their website: 

http://jmgokco.okstate.edu/ 

https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-6-biomes-and-landscapes
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-7-observations-across-habitats
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/lesson-8-wildcam-gorongosa-data-analysis
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/gorongosa-using-citizen-science-study-ecology
https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive
http://jmgokco.okstate.edu/
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Friday, June 16, 2017 

 

 

 In Africa one morning, the 
sun had barely come up but it 
was already hot. Rabbit peeked 
out of her hole. What a hot day it 
was going to be! 

 She looked up in the sky 
and saw a dark speck circling, 
coming lower...  It was Buzzard. 
Buzzard landed next to Rabbit. 
"Good morning, sister! How hot 
you look down here! Don't you 
know, it's cool and pleasant up in 
the sky. Wouldn't you like to 
come with me for a cool ride in 
the sky?" 

 Rabbit remembered that her mother used to say buzzards love to eat fresh rabbit for break-
fast. But this seemed like such a nice buzzard! "Thanks, I'd love to come ride with you!" 

 Rabbit hopped onto Buzzard's back. Buzzard took off and soon they were high in the sky, en-
joying the cool breeze. But after a while Buzzard said, "Rabbit, you're getting heavy. I need to go 
down for a landing." Buzzard dove almost straight down [nyaooowww sound effect) but swooped up 
at the last moment.  

 Rabbit had no seatbelt. Splat!  

 Buzzard ate fresh rabbit for breakfast. 

 

 It was noon, and the sun overhead made everything hot, hot, hot. Squirrel climbed as high as 
he could into the branches of a tree, hoping for a cool breeze. He saw a dark speck in the sky cir-
cling, coming lower...  It was Buzzard. Buzzard landed next to Squirrel. 

 "Good day, brother Squirrel! How hot you look down here! Don't you know, it's cool and 
pleasant up in the sky. Wouldn't you like to come with me for a cool ride in the sky?" 

 Squirrel remembered that his mother always said buzzards love to eat fresh squirrel for 
lunch. But this seemed like such a nice buzzard! "Thanks, I'd love to come ride with you!" 

 Squirrel hopped onto Buzzard's back. Buzzard took off and soon they were high in the sky, 
enjoying the cool breeze. But after a while Buzzard said, "Squirrel, you're getting heavy. I need to go 
down for a landing." Buzzard dove almost straight down nyaooowww but swooped up at the last mo-
ment. 

  Squirrel had no seatbelt. Splat!  

 Buzzard ate fresh squirrel for lunch. 

 

 It was evening. The sun had set, but the day's heat lingered on.  

 A monkey stepped out of the jungle into the open grassland and began to dance around, 
arms extended like wings. "Monkey, what are you doing?" 

 "I'm doing a buzzard dance," replied Monkey. 
 

 "Don't you know, buzzards like to eat fresh monkey for supper?"         (Continued on Page 17 ) 

an Africa-American tale retold by 
Fran Stallings 

Buzzard 

 and  

Monkey  

Photo from http://birdsandgators.com/?tag=turkey-vulture 
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(Continued from Page 16) 
 

 "I know," she said, "but I have a plan." 
 

 They all saw a dark speck in the sky circling, coming lower...  It was Buzzard. Buzzard landed 
next to Monkey. 
 "Nice dance," said Buzzard. "But I'll bet it's making you hot. Wouldn't you like to come with 
me for a cool ride in the sky?" 

 Monkey said, "Good idea!" and she hopped onto Buzzard's back. 

 Buzzard took off and soon they were high in the sky, enjoying the cool breeze. After a while 
Buzzard said, "Monkey, you're getting heavy. I need to go down for a landing." 

 But Monkey said, "No thanks! I'm enjoying this cool ride!" She wrapped her tail around Buz-
zard's neck and pulled hard. Buzzard couldn't dive down! 

 Monkey steered Buzzard all over the sky. They did aerobatic tricks: figure eights, spirals, bar-
rel rolls. The animals down below saw what was happening and laughed at Buzzard. "Look at that! 
He's got a monkey on his back! He can't control himself!" 

 Finally Buzzard choked, "Monkey, I'm really getting tired. You're so heavy! I've got to go 
down." 

 "Okay," said Monkey, "but go down slow and easy." Monkey steered Buzzard into a gentle 
landing. 

 The minute Monkey hopped off his back, Buzzard took off with the other animals laughing at 
him. He knew all the animals would soon hear what had happened. He could never fool them again! 
He warned the other buzzards. 

 

 So from then on, buzzards no longer try to get fresh meat. They only eat meat that is safely 
already dead. 

Yech, why would any critter eat dead/rotten food--really? Worldwide, there are many folktales that "explain" 
this diet. In a discussion with other citizen scientists, this story could introduce the subject of food webs and 
natural hygiene.  

 Our western hemisphere vultures (Turkey vulture Cathartes aura, Condor, etc -- the picture at the be-
ginning of the story is a turkey vulture) hunt by smell. They are very good at detecting the sulfurous mercap-
tans that are released when dead animals rot. 

 [We commonly say “buzzard” and “vulture” interchangeably, but in Africa (where the folktale originat-
ed), "buzzards" are raptors who hunt rodents, rabbits, snakes etc while "vultures" eat only carrion -- dead 
stuff. This story was probably about an African vulture, but US tellers pictured our turkey vulture who is also 
called turkey buzzard, or just buzzard. ] 

 You know the smell of mercaptans if you've ever been around a leaky gas stove. Pure natural gas 
has no odor, so the gas companies add stinky ethyl mercaptan (CH3CH2SH) to give us fair warning of a leak. 
That stuff smells awful: like rotten eggs, garlic, dirty socks, and road kill! Even though our human noses are 
much less sensitive than dogs' or vultures', we can smell that stinky mercaptan and be warned of a danger-
ous gas leak. 

 So it's no surprise that vultures can smell gas leaks too. In fact, gas company employees noticed that 
turkey vultures would circle over a leaking pipeline. To find a leak, all the humans have to do is look up! The 
turkey vultures are especially helpful when the crew has to find leaks in rugged, hazardous territory. Some-
times they even add extra mercaptan to a stretch of pipe when the leaks are small and very difficult for hu-
mans to find -- but the vultures can find them. Because they smell like dead stuff!          (Continued on Page 18) 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 
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Answer to Quiz!! Quiz!! Quiz!! 
 

Verbesina alternifolia, commonly called yellow wing-
stem or yellow ironweed, blooms from August 
through October. It is lovely in naturalized gardens 
and provides a golden splash across Meadowlark 
Prairie and the trail edges. It is four to five feet tall. 
Many butterflies and other invertebrates visit it for 
pollen and nectar. Mammals and birds eat their 
seeds. Goldenrod Soldier Beetles are seen here in great numbers 
seeking the company of their own kind. This is one of the plant 
species that produces frost flowers in the fall.  

(Continued from Page 17) 

SOURCES 

FOLKTALE:  My telling is based on a story told to me many years ago by the late African 

   American teller Ayubu Kamau, over lunch in a Tulsa cafe. He didn't say where 
   he learned it. 

 

 Diane Wolkstein published a similar story as a picture book, 
The Cool Ride in the Sky (Alfred A Knopf  1973) ISBN-10: 
0394924894. She credits and quotes "Straighten Up and Fly Right," 
a 1943 song written by Nat King Cole and Irving Mills, which was 
based on a folk tale that Cole's minister father had used as a ser-
mon theme. (Cole’s song lyrics clearly say Buzzard.) Wolkstein 
doesn't mention "a monkey on his back" (analogy to obsession or 
addiction); Kamau may have emphasized this because of his work 
with juvenile offenders. 

 

 

 

  "Straighten up and fly right" story told by John Blacka-
more, collected by Richard M. Dorson (American Negro Folktales) 
can be found reprinted in My People: 400 Years of African American 
Folklore edited by Daryl Cumber Dance, pp 26-27 (Norton paperback 
2003) 

 
 
 
 

FACTS:  https://nhm.org/site/sites/default/files/pdf/contrib_science/CS81.pdf 

    The Role of Olfaction in Food Location by the Turkey Vulture 

 

    http://www.popsci.com/gas-leaks-are-designed-to-attract-turkey-vultures 

Flower photo from: http://www.discoverlife.org/20/q?search=Verbesina+alternifolia 

Beetle photo from: http://bugguide.net/node/view/695937/bgimage 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nat_King_Cole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving_Mills
https://nhm.org/site/sites/default/files/pdf/contrib_science/CS81.pdf
http://www.popsci.com/gas-leaks-are-designed-to-attract-turkey-vultures
http://www.discoverlife.org/20/q?search=Verbesina+alternifolia
http://bugguide.net/node/view/695937/bgimage
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Leopold Education Project 

http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/
lep.shtml 

Type in Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 
 

Oklahoma Envirothon 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/ 

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  
 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/ 
 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree  
 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html 

  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://okmasternaturalist.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

