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“There’s a dark, large bird that someone with 
a scope needs to come check out, maybe a 
Jaeger?” 
On August 7, 2013, this intriguing alert was 
posted on a local bird spotting website by a 
father-son duo of bird watchers. With hopes of 
a unique photographic opportunity, seasoned 
bird photographers and bird watchers then 
went to investigate the area in question- Lake 
Overholser, here in Oklahoma City.  
The unique bird photographed, ultimately re-
vealed, spawned a virtual media frenzy in the 
nationwide birding community and drew bird-
ers from all over the country here to OKC for 
the chance at a once-in-a-lifetime sighting. 
The bird was first photographed by a nature 
photographer who sent his photos to another 
well-known birder and nature photographer in 
the state. Ornithological experts throughout 
the United States including some associated 
with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, probably 
the foremost ornithological research center in 
the country identified the bird as a South Polar 
Skua. 
According to the ABA (American Birding As-
sociation) the species may have been sighted 
in the interior as many as five times in the en-
tire history of bird sighting records.  The South 
Polar Skua is a large, migratory bird measur-
ing 21 inches long with a 52” wing span. The 
Sibley Guide describes it as large and impos-
ing, appearing hunch-backed with broad strik-
ing patches at the base of its primaries. 
It is considered to have the most southerly 
breeding range of any bird in the world, with    

Rare Bird Sighting Brings 

Bird Watchers to the Metro 

some individuals breeding as far south as the 
Amundsen Station at the South Pole.  It 
leaves the south after the breeding season, 
and will travel as far north as Alaska and 
Greenland. 
In March, this bird left Antarctica going north. 
But somehow it got very, very off track- and 
ended up here smack dab in the middle of 
America’s heartland. 

(continued on page 3)  

South Polar Skua in OK, photo by Joe Grzybowski, 

used with permission 
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 Word Quiz! 

Find the answer to this quiz on Page 8. 

What are the birds doing in this picture?  

The word and its definition can be found 

somewhere in this issue.   

 Not an Endorsement , but ... 

Check out The Hort Exhort, a new newsletter published 

by Courtney Keck, Horticultural Educator.  Volume 1, Issue 

1 came out on August 8, 2013.  In this first issue, you will 

meet Courtney and reap some good tips about oak trees. 

 

http://oces.okstate.edu/canadian/horticulture/the-seasonal 

You have to love the name!! 

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://oces.okstate.edu/canadian/horticulture/the-seasonal
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Rare Bird Sighting (from page 1) 

This particular species of Skua 
feeds mainly on fish, particularly 
Antarctic silverfish, and is known 
to feed on eggs and chicks from 
penguin colonies. Probably as 
confused as the birders that saw 
it, the Skua quickly realized it 
needed to change its diet and 
began feeding on the lake her-
ons, egrets and terns. 
Bird watchers have some great 
stories to tell of the Skua striking 
its prey in the air and feeding on 
the lake. Skuas also practice 
kleptoparasitism, a feeding 
method where one bird steals 
from another bird. 
Once word got out about the 
Skua sighting people from all 
over drove to Lake Overholser  

South Polar Skua in OK, photo by Joe Grzybowski, used with permission 

to see the rare bird. It is estimated that there are at most 20,000 South Polar Skuas in the world. 
Birders from Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and even one 
from California came for a once-in-a-lifetime sighting of a bird that breeds in Antarctica and flies 
north each March to Greenland and Alaska. 
The Overholser Skua had started its molt dur-
ing its stay on the lake, the shedding and re-
growth of its feathers. When molting it is safest 
for the bird to stay in one place with a good 
food supply and wait for the growth of new, 
quickly-growing plumage. Lake Overholser of-
fered the South Polar Skua a place to rest and 
feast on the local terns, herons and egrets 
which fly over the lake.  The bird stayed mainly 
at the north end of the lake only leaving that 
area to escape disturbance or to chase a po-
tential meal and eventually flew off less than a 
week after its arrival. 
The South Polar Skua’s visit may have been 
short but the summer of 2013 sighting will be 
something those fortunate enough to witness it 
will never forget. 
 
 

Article by Donna Mackiewicz 
Oklahoma Master Naturalist 

Beyond the Classroom, Director 
St. Mary’s Episcopal School-Edmond 

South Polar Skua at Lake Overholser, photo by Donna 

 Mackiewicz, used with permission 
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9:00-10:00 am Registration and coffee & pastries 

10:00 am Trip to the Deep Fork Tree Farm in Arcadia (see map on back) 

12:00 pm Lunch @ Arcadia Conservation Education Center (ACEC) 

1:30 pm Botanizing @ Arcadia Conservation Education Area 

5:30 pm Dinner @ (ACEC) 

6:00 pm Annual Membership Meeting @ (ACEC) 

— OR — 

Register at www.oknativeplants.org 

http://www.oknativeplants.org
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The Great Nature Project builds off a now 
seven year string of BioBlitzes with the Na-
tional Park Service to  invite a global commu-
nity to explore nature. This is in keeping with 
our 125th anniversary as an organization that 
aims to inspire people to care about the plan-
et. We are inviting and inspiring everyone to 
get outside to explore and photograph na-
ture—in their own backyard, a local park, or  
anywhere that nature thrives. The project offi-
cially begins September 21. 
 
The objective of the Great Nature Project is to 
celebrate the amazing diversity of life on this 
planet, and heighten the world's awareness of  
and appreciation for nature. Our goal is to get 
one million uploads from around the world. 
 
Participation is easy. Go outside and snap a 
picture of a plant or animal and upload it to a 
photo sharing site like Flickr, Instagram,  
Twitter, or National Geographic Your Shot, 
making sure to tag it #GreatNature. You can 
also help us set a Guinness World Records® 
title for the Largest Online Photo Album of An-
imals by adding the tag #animal to any animal 
photo. 

Calling all photographers! 

Join the world as ... 

All uploaded and tagged photos will be aggre-
gated on www.greatnatureproject.org/photos. 
Website visitors can see their photos in addi-
tion to photos from around the world, and can 
learn about the world’s plants and animals 
through educational and scientific resources 
provided on the website. 
 
And this is where you come in! 
National Geographic is asking our grantees to 
become Great Nature Project Champions to 
help spread the word. You can help by partici-
pating!  You can also include more descrip-
tions and hashtags as they relate to  
your image. Upload through Project Noah, 
iNaturalist, or Instagram.  Encourage your 
friends and affiliated groups to get involved. 
We are engaging leading citizen science  
programs (eg iNaturalist, EBird, EOL) as well 
as we ultimately want people to be more ac-
tive as reporters on the forefront of global 
health. 
 
The red carpet is ready—we just need your 
help getting Mother Nature into the spotlight! I 
am hoping that you can share this information 
with your colleagues and especially your or-
ganizations. Help us use our large voice to 
draw people into their own backyards and be-
come explorers of our precious heritage. You 
can reach out to Jen Shook (jshook@ngs.org) 
for additional details. 

Article by John Francis 

Save the Date  February 7, 2014 at the OKC Zoo 

EE Expo Theme Announced - Citizen Science! 
Even if you are an informal educator, this time of year usually means back to school - scent of freshly 

sharpened pencils and new shoes.  For OKAEE, it means starting the planning for Environmental Educa-

tion Expo 2014.  Meeting Co-Chairs, Teresa and Priscilla have started the preparations by choosing next 

year's theme of Citizen Science.  

http://www.greatnatureproject.org/photos
mailto:jshook@ngs.org
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The Oklahoma Master Naturalist program is coordinated 

through OSU Extension and operates similar to the Master 

Gardener program, requiring specific training workshops 

and volunteer hours to become ‘certified’. In addition, ad-

vanced training workshops, fieldtrips and outings with part-

ner organizations are frequently offered for members and 

their families to enjoy and learn. Many other states also 

have active master naturalist programs. 

During 2013-14, please plan to join us as we launch our 

next decade with activities for everyone, highlighting Okla-

homa’s natural beauty. We connect children, teens and 

adults to the wonder and science of nature in Oklahoma’s 

magnificent eco-regions. We believe that strong education supports strong stewardship and are very 

proud of our members that obtain certification. 

Check the OMN calendar frequently at http://okmasternaturalist.org/events for up-coming events and 

certification required workshops.  On the website home page, you can find the online membership 

application button.  Submitting this easy form will open the door to the wonderful OK Master Natural-

ist community and get you added to our email announcement list.  There is no hard sell or obligation 

to pursue certification or participate in anything that does not interest you. We do, however, encour-

age everyone to attend an event and find out what we have to offer.  Interested?  For more infor-

mation: Email omnvolunteer@cox.net or phone 405-227-6020 and leave a message. 

A Celebration 

of 10 Years  

of Oklahoma 

Master Naturalist 

Programs 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/events
mailto:omnvolunteer@cox.net
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Hello BioBlitzers!  
 
BioBlitz! 2013 is less than one month away! 
 
Here are links to the important information for 
this year's event: 
 
Online registration (available until October 4) 
Schedule of Activities (download PDF) 
Google Map of location 
2013 Event Page, including: 

 Event logistics and information 

 What to bring 

 Taxa lists 

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Priscilla Crawford 

BioBlitz Organizer 

To a casual observer or trout fish-

erman, this shrubby tree may not 

seem particularly special, but the 

Seaside Alder (Alnus maritima) is 

one of Oklahoma’s rare plants, 

occurring only in the Clear Boggy 

Creek and Blue River watersheds 

of south-central Oklahoma. But 

what makes this tree extra special 

is the location of the nearest pop-

ulations of seaside alder – the 

Mid-Atlantic coast and a swamp 

in Georgia. The seaside alder has 

not been found any other place in 

between!  Learn more about this 

species.  

http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=2f3ed403ad&e=ae424ebf8a
http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=134898c979&e=ae424ebf8a
http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=38f4cfc316&e=ae424ebf8a
http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=950458610e&e=ae424ebf8a
http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=20b85d02e4&e=ae424ebf8a
http://biosurvey.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=20b85d02e4&e=ae424ebf8a
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America Recycles Day Contest 

 for High School Students 

             Oklahoma High School students are invited to create an audio-video 
public service announcement to promote awareness about recycling.  This 
contest is a part of the Oklahoma Recycling Association’s (OKRA) America 

Recycles Day campaign.  The purpose of America Recycles Day is to raise awareness of the im-
portance of recycling across the state.  The deadline for entry is November 1, 2013. 
 

            “Recycling is Everybody’s Business” is the theme for this year’s contest.   This 30 to 60 sec-
ond audio-video message should emphasize how recycling saves natural resources and energy and 
reduces pollution.  Entries must contain all original material and may include real life experienc-
es.  Cash prizes will be awarded to the 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place entries.  Winning Entries will be an-

nounced on www.recycleok.org on America Recycles Day, Thursday, November 15th.  For rules and 
entry forms, visit:  http://recycleok.org/psa-contest.php.  For further information contact: Chris Knight, 
Education Chairman at cknight@stillwater.org or call at (405) 533-8453. 
 

            OKRA is a non-profit volunteer group that supports communities, governments and individuals in recycling.  In Oklahoma, 

America Recycles Day is co-sponsored by OGE Energy Corp, Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, Keep Oklahoma Beau-
tiful, and the Metropolitan Environmental Trust. 

OK lahoma 

R ecycling 

A ssociation 

Presents 
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http://www.recycleok.org/
http://recycleok.org/psa-contest.php
mailto:cknight@stillwater.org
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NOVEMBER 8, 2013 — 8 AM ‘til 12 NOON -— WILL ROGERS PARK 

10 
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The goal of the Oklahoma Green Schools Program (OGSP) is to assist teach-

ers and administrators with engaging curriculum that empowers students to 

improve their schools and preserve our environment. OGSP came about be-

cause of teachers expressing a desire for an official program that promotes 

“green” activities within their schools.  

 

 

Members of the Oklahoma Green Schools 

Committee hope to bring coordination, focus 

and encouragement to the classroom, by 

correlating Green School Investigations to 

Oklahoma State Standards. This program 

enhances STEM, core curriculum require-

ments and service learning opportunities for 

our next generation of Oklahomans.  

Oklahoma Green Schools Program 

 “Our mission is to educate and empower  

Oklahoma students and teachers to make a 

difference in their schools and communities 

through an increased understanding of  

environmental issues leading to stewardship 

of resources and personal responsibility.”  

Visit the Oklahoma Green Schools Program at: 

www.okgreenschools.org 

Check www.bluethumbok.com for updates. 

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon. 

http://okgreenschools.org/index
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://www.bluethumbok.com/
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And Speaking of Migration ... 
 

One Thanksgiving when I came home from college 
after surviving a seminar on Circadian Rhythms, 
my little brother asked me, “Why do birds fly south 
in the fall?”  I hesitated to answer, wondering how I 
could explain day length cycles and brown fat 
stores to an 8 year old, so he gleefully answered 
his own riddle: “Because it's too far to walk!” 

 

The Monarch butterflies have departed, our bison herds no longer migrate, but we see the passage 
of neotropical songbirds heading south. Our Canada geese take off in formation, their summer plac-
es sometimes taken by flocks from further north who think Oklahoma is a winter improvement. If 
you want more than a 3

rd
 grade joke to introduce your lesson about seasonal migrations, here's a 

folktale whose variants* occur worldwide. I call the North American version “Flying Turtle.” 

 

 Turtle lived in a beautiful little pond. It had fresh water, sun and shade, pretty flowers growing 
around the shore, plenty of food. But turtle lived there all alone—because he couldn't stop talking. 

 Any thought that entered his mind, immediately exited his mouth. “What a lovely day! Not 
cloudy like yesterday. Just the right temperature, a little breeze” (You can chatter on and on if you 
channel that aunt or neighbor who bores everyone to death.) “This is such a pretty pond! I wish I 
had company, but none of the other animals ever stay around for long.” 

 Just then, a pair of Canada geese circled down from the sky and settled in the pond. They 
had gotten separated from their flock by a storm, but were continuing on the route by themselves. 

 Turtle paddled up to them. “Welcome, welcome! It's so nice to have some company! How do 
you like my pond? I'd be happy to share it with you. You can stay here with me!” (on and on...) 

 When Turtle paused for just a second, one of the geese managed to say, “Sorry, but we're 
headed south for the winter.” 

 “South!” exclaimed Turtle. “I've heard about the south. They say it stays warm there, with 
plenty to eat and beautiful flowers all winter. That sounds so wonderful!” (on and on...) 

 The geese, who had been mates for many years, exchanged glances. One of them said, “We 
could take you with us.” 

 “What!” cried Turtle. “My legs are too short to walk that far. You're birds, you can fly! You 
can't carry me with your feet, you don't have talons. You can't carry me with your wings, you need 
them to fly!” (on and on) 

 “But we could carry you on a stick. We would hold the ends in our bills. You would bite onto 
the middle. We think you have very strong jaw muscles...” 

 “Yes! Yes! I could do that! Oh, thank you thank you. I will be the first turtle to fly south! I will 
be the first turtle to FLY! I'll be famous: Flying Turtle!!” (on and on) 

 

 Why do they leave northern nesting areas, and travel so far south? 
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 True to their word, in the morning the geese brought a long, strong stick. “Now hold on tight! 
If you open your mouth, you'll fall.” Turtle bit onto the middle of the stick, the geese took the ends in 
their bills, and off they flew. Turtle was flying! 

 As they flew over the meadow by the pond, a rabbit looked up. “What are those geese carry-
ing on that stick? It's all muddy. Maybe it's a clump of pond weed.” 

 Turtle thought, “Silly rabbit, it's me, Flying Turtle!” But he didn't dare say a word. 

 They flew over a forest. Some deer looked up. “What are those geese carrying?! It looks like 
an old boot they found in the pond.” 

 Turtle was annoyed. “Can't they see that it's me, Flying Turtle?” But he didn't dare speak. 

 They flew over a group of children playing outdoors.  The children looked up. “Why are those 
big birds carrying a sack of garbage on a stick?” 

 Turtle was furious. He yelled, “IT'S ME, TURrrtlllle...........” but as soon as he opened his 
mouth he began to fall. Down, down, down.... Splat. 

 He landed on the shore of a small muddy pond, hitting so hard that his shell cracked in many 
places. All he could do was plaster mud over it, and let the mud dry in the sun. The mud hardened 
into a hard layer, like the plaster cast a doctor puts on your broken arm. 

 Turtle did not fly south that winter. He burrowed into the mudbank and slept there. 

 In spring, Turtle dug out and washed off his mud cast. His shell had healed! But you could 
still see where the cracks had been. 

 Ever since then, they say, turtles have never flown south with the birds. They hibernate in 
burrows until spring. And they hardly ever make a sound. 

Fran Stallings, The Earthteller 

 

*Many cultures worldwide tell variants of this story. This ver-
sion touches on vanity and impulse control. A version in which 
Turtle finally can't help asking aloud “Are we there yet?” coun-
sels patience. There is even a version from Haiti in which Tur-
tle wants to fly north with New York City pigeons but, realizing 
he may never see his island friends again, can't help calling 
“Bye bye.” 

 

Here are some questions you might ask yourself: 

 Why DO birds migrate? 

 How do they know when to go south or north? 

 How can they tell where to go? 

 Why do some birds fly in formation (V of Canada geese) while others travel in huge flocks? 

 What are the advantages of traveling in a large group? 

And for our younger crowd: 

 What are some birds who migrate? Where do they go? 

 What is a “flyway”? 

 What do they need along the way? 
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Green Words for All Ages 

Originally published in 1978, these stories collected by Di-

ane Wolkstein include the “Bye Bye” tale mentioned by 

Fran Stallings at the end of “The Flying Turtle.”  The latest 

edition of The Magic Orange Tree includes a foreword by 

Edwidge Dandicat, a noted Haitian author. 

 Although, as E. O. Wilson states many times in 

these letters that it was a different time when he was 

growing up and his path through life will not be that of a 

young scientist today, he has discerned what quite prob-

ably will work now.  Growing up on the Gulf Coast during 

the Depression and World War II, he was not a child his 

family could keep inside.  Resources for education dur-

ing this time were in very short supply so in many sens-

es Wilson was on his own.  Although his path to becom-

ing a professor at Harvard was unusual, his main tenet 

still holds true today, “passion first, then training.” 

 Wilson also asserts that it is never too late to 

start.  He finally took his first class in calculus as a ten-

ured professor at Harvard and admits he only made a 

“C.” 

 E. O. Wilson’s philosophy is liberally sprinkled 

with anecdotes which makes this a highly enjoyable 

read. 

Review by Sarah Markham 
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 

Here are the first few (in alphabetical order) we 

know well: 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  

 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://bluethumbok.com/
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor 
 

 
 

The Calendar 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

