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Editor’s Note:  In this issue there are several articles and events 

promoting citizen science.  There are also two challenges to our 

readers to help promote citizen science: one is at the bottom of 

this page and the other is at the bottom of Page 13.  Please take 

a few moments to help us continue to inform our citizen scien-

tists in future issues. 

Citizen Science 

Issue 

This sounds great! 

How do I get started? 
There are all sorts of ways each 

and every one of us can become a 

Citizen Scientist by observing and re-

porting on environmental phenomena around 

us.  The EnvironMentor Newsletter wishes to chal-

lenge our readers to submit website addresses of other 

opportunities to upload environmental observations.    

Email us at environmentor@okcu.edu 

Supporting and enhancing our understanding of continental-scale environmental change 

Project BudBurst data are being collected in a consistent manner across the country for scientists, educa-
tors, and you to use to learn more about the responsiveness of individual plant species to changes in local, 
regional and national climates. Thousands of people from all 50 states are participating and have generated 
a robust data set that is available for use by scientists, educators, and you to increase understanding of how 
plants respond to environmental change. 

Every plant tells a story. Whether you have an 

afternoon, a few weeks, a season or a whole year, 

you can make an important contribution to better 

understand changing climates in your area. This 

website provides everything you need to get out-

side, make reports, and share what you find with 

others. Sign up and start making Project BudBurst 

observations today. 

People watching plants. 

Contributing to research. 

http://www.budburst.org/
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An environmental education newsletter for 
the citizens of Oklahoma sponsored by the 
Department of Biology at Oklahoma City 
University.  Items appearing in this newslet-
ter do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
endorsement of the sponsoring organization. 
 
Editor: Beth Landon 
 blandon@okcu.edu 

Please send any submissions to  
The EnvironMentor Newsletter 
or The Calendar to: 
Environmentor@okcu.edu 
 
Published four times each year. 
The next deadline is March 28, 2014. 
 
If you wish to receive an email 
announcing when a new issue 
has been uploaded, please send 
an email to Environmentor@okcu.edu. 

Download your EnvironMentor newsletter in 
pdf form from: 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 

Visit The EnvironMentor Calendar at 
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 
Regularly updated as information becomes 
available. 
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Find the answer to this quiz on Page 7. 

 Not an Endorsement , but ... 

The Xerces Society is an inter-

national non-profit organiza-

tion that advocates for inverte-

brates and their habitats by 

working with scientists, land 

managers, educators, 

and citizens on conservation and education projects. Core pro-

grams focus on endangered species, native pollinators, 

and watershed health.  

Did you know that Oklahoma has a State 

Soil?  Do you know what it is?  Here is a 

picture.  (Hint:  It is not red clay.) 

Quiz! 

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_biology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endangered_species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollinator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drainage_basin
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Oklahoma 

Green Schools Teacher 

recognized for 

outstanding recycling 

efforts 

 
Kenneth Cole is a middle 

school teacher at Clyde 

Boyd Middle School in 

Sand Springs, Oklahoma. 

He has been involved in the 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

Program for several years 

and uses OGSP investiga-

tions with his middle school 

environmental science stu-

dents.  

In November, Mr. Cole was 

recognized by the Metropol-

itan Environmental Trust 

(M.e.t.) in Tulsa for the re-

cycling efforts he has made 

using the OK Green Schools 

Program, and was named 

their Recycling Educator of 

the Year.  

During his first year, he and 

his students started a paper 

recycling program with 

grant money from the Ex-

cellence in Recycling 

Award and a partnership 

with PaperRetriever/Abitibi/

AbiBow. They have had so much success with pa-

per recycling at this location that two additional 9-

yard bins have been installed to fulfill the communi-

ty’s recycling as well.  

With the donation of recycle bins from the M.e.t. 

and grants from the Oklahoma Department of  

Environmental Quality, Mr. Cole and his stu-

dents have since expanded their recycling efforts 

to include, aluminum, plastic, steel and corrugat-

ed cardboard with two “Mr. Murph” 8-yard con-

tainers. They have also taken on the recycling of 

cell phones, ink cartridges, digital cameras, lap-

tops, old MP3 players, and electronic waste (e-

waste). Beside the recycling, 

the school’s cafeteria waste 

is also collected and put into 

compost bins and worm 

composing.  

For the last nine years the 

program has recycled over 

155 tons of paper and 30 

tons of plastic, aluminum, 

and corrugated paperboard. 

All the money and proceeds 

from the recycling programs 

go to the Environmental Sci-

ence class for additional ser-

vice learning projects that 

benefit the school, creating a 

sustainable source of fund-

ing.  

With the success at Clyde 

Boyd Middle School and the 

support of the administration 

of Sand Springs School dis-

trict, there are now Mr. 

Murph containers at every 

school site in the Sand 

Springs District. Mr. Cole’s 

students have their sights set 

on the community of Sand 

Springs next, which currently has no curbside 

recycling. 

Along with the M.e.t. award, Mr. Cole was also 

named “Outstanding Middle School Teacher of 

the Year” by the Oklahoma Science Teachers 

Association.   

Kenneth Cole with M.e.t Creative Media 
 Director, Annie Tyndall 

Visit the Oklahoma Green Schools Program at: 

www.okgreenschools.org 

Congratulations to Kenneth Cole and the Oklahoma Green Schools Program 

at Clyde Boyd Middle School. Keep up the great work! 

http://okgreenschools.org/index
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
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A brand new nonprofit organization has formed 

and it exists to help protect Oklahoma’s streams and rivers.  The 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association promotes clean and 

healthy water ecosystems in Oklahoma, with an emphasis on 

fishable and wadeable streams and rivers, through education, 

stewardship, and public outreach. 

 

The Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association (OBTA) is unique in that the governing board and by-laws are com-

mitted to supporting “citizen scientists” who are outdoors learning about stream health through monitoring and 

teaching the general public how streams and rivers can be protected.  OBTA formed to be a support mecha-

nism for the Oklahoma Conservation Commission’s Blue Thumb Water Quality Education Program.  With 

cuts to government programs taking place, OBTA’s dedication to this volunteer effort will ensure that citizens 

who are willing to give of their time and talent to monitor streams will find the support that they need to gener-

ate quality data.   These volunteers can also be found working with boy and girl scouts, setting up at schools, 

and at community festivals offering pollution prevention demonstrations and letting people know how small 

changes can mean big water quality improvements. 

 

Most recently, contributions to the Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association are being used to sponsor “leadership” 

workshops for existing volunteers.  The goal is to have seasoned volunteers helping newly trained volunteers 

to “get their feet wet,” so to say, as stream monitors.  Three workshops will be held in various locations across 

the state.  Late in 2013, OBTA participated in recognizing twenty years of Blue Thumb monitoring efforts.   

 

 

 

 

   Adult Membership Dues   $10 Yearly 

   Youth Membership Dues 

     (High School and Younger) $5 Yearly 

   Lifetime Membership   $150 (One time donation) 

 

If you wish to join, send your membership to: P. O. Box 58103, Oklahoma City, OK 73112-9998 

You may contact us at ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com. 

 

Contributions to OBTA are contributions to a grass roots movement that keeps Oklahoma’s citizens as the 

eyes and ears of what takes place within our waters.  None of us can live without clean water.  The streams and 

rivers here are also critical for our wild animals, the fish, birds, deer, raccoons, and other animals that are at 

home in Oklahoma.   

http://www.biosurvey.ou.edu/posters/Posterimages/posterorderform_2014.pdf  

 

Join Us! 

  

If you live in a state within the Cross Timbers ecoregion, you may request a 
free folded Cross Timbers poster by emailling: prill@ou.edu 
To insure prompt poster delivery --  
Use "Cross Timbers Poster" in subject line. In the body of the email type your NAME and MAIL-
ING ADDRESS. 
Anyone may also pick up copies of available posters free of charge at our of-
fice: 

Oklahoma Biological Survey 
111 E. Chesapeake Street 

Norman, OK 73019 
You can order copies of the Cross Timbers, Prairie River, and Crayfish poster 
using this order form: 

mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.biosurvey.ou.edu/posters/Poster_images/posterorderform_2014.pdf
mailto:prill@ou.edu
http://www.biosurvey.ou.edu/posters/Poster_images/posterorderform_2014.pdf
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We are excited about our line-up of presentations and keynote speaker.  This year’s keynote is Darlene Cav-
alier – the Science Cheerleader!  Read more about her work on citizen science and changing the image of 
science at her websites – Science Cheerleader and SciStarter. 

The Expo’s schedule will be full of citizen science and hands-on activities for learners of all ages and educa-

tors of all types.  No matter if you home school elementary children, teach high school physical science, or 

lead nature walks at a park, the EE Expo will have something for you to discover.  Here is an example of the 

presentations this year: 

 Citizen Scientists use simple, inexpensive tools to record and share just how much precipitation fell in 

their very own backyards. 

 The BEST, the Bald Eagle Survey Team, are Citizen Scientists helping the Sutton Avian Research Cen-

ter record and monitor bald eagle nests in Oklahoma. 

 Familiarize yourself with Conservation Trunk activities offered by your local conservation district.  Get a 

chance to try an activity: Find the abandoned “toxic” lemonade in Puckerville! 

 Explore several Citizen Science apps and see how they align with the upcoming Oklahoma Academic 

Standards for Science (iPads will be provided during session). 

 The Oklahoma Green Schools program is designed to let Citizen Scientists collect and analyze data and 

design a student-led project that will impact their school. 

You might have noticed that this year’s theme is Citizen Science. 

What is Citizen Science? 

Families watching birds at their feeders, farmers checking their rain gauge, and kids watching the redbuds 

bloom in their schoolyard are all participating in Citizen Science.  All over the country, people from all walks of 

life are becoming Citizen Scientists by assisting with scientific investigations -  asking questions, collecting 

data, and/or interpreting results. 
Citizen Scientists contribute many more and varied observations compared to traditional scientific research. 

Citizen Science projects often focus on an issue that requires data to be gathered over long periods of time 

or wide geographic areas.  Projects vary from simple observations to scheduled data collection that requires 

training and significant time commitment.  Ongoing projects cover many different sciences ranging from 

aquatic invasive species to native bees, from pollen to stardust, and from urban birds to arctic glaciers.  Suc-

cessful projects may only have handful of participants at a local park or many thousands of observers located 

across the globe. 

http://www.sciencecheerleader.com/
http://scistarter.com/
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Cameron University 

Department of Biological Sciences 

Presents 

Dr. Neil Shubin 
Author of New York Times bestseller “Your Inner Fish” 

 

Thursday, February 6, 2014 

7:00 PM at the Cameron University Theatre 

 

Free to the public 

Neil Shubin, professor of Organismal Biology and Anato-

my at the University of  Chicago, is widely celebrated for 

discovering the fossil fish.  Tiktaalik roseae, dubbed the 

“missing link” between fish and land animals.  His re-

search focuses on the evolution of limbs, and he uses his diverse fossil findings to determine 

how anatomical transformations have occurred throughout the ages.  His book, Your  Inner Fish: 

A Journey Through the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human Body,” was published in January 

2008 and is now available in paperback. 

Call for Papers and Posters 

Deadline February 28, 2014 

Contact: Greg Kloxin at  

greg.kloxin@conservation.ok.gov 

* 

* 
Oklahoma Clean Lakes and Watershed Association 
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From Roving Reporter, Christina Hansen 
 

Notes from the Fall Field Meeting 
 

Only moments after arriving at the campsite at Beavers 
Bend State Park, I was invited to join Dr. Tony Stan-
campiano and his colleagues to set up small mammal 

traps and tracking stations in the nearby forested area and creek bed. Despite only managing to 
catch a few curious insects, learning how to set up these Shermann traps was an exciting introduc-
tion to the world of field biology. As a lab-oriented scientist myself, I had decided the Oklahoma 
Academy of Science Fall Field Meeting would be an interesting change of pace. During the week-
end of September 20-22, faculty members from Okla-
homa colleges offered informational field trips around 
the state park, highlighting topics such as botany, en-
tomology, geography, mammology, mycology, and or-
nithology. Beavers Bend was chosen for this year's 
OAS fall field meeting due to its wide variety of flora 
and fauna, not to mention spectacular scenery and 
spacious campgrounds. Although I greatly enjoyed the 
entire weekend, perhaps the highlight of the trip was 
encountering a field biologist who had managed to 
capture a species of salamander that can only be 
found in Oklahoma. His enthusiasm was contagious 
as he shared his discovery with our group of students, 
and it instilled an even greater appreciation of nature 
in all of us. 

Calling all OAS Teachers and Students 

Save The Date   

2014 Spring Field Meeting 
 

April 4-6 
 

Lake Murray State Park, 

Group Camp #3 

Oklahoma 

Academy of 

Science 

 

From the Quiz! on Page 2:  The State Soil is 

Port Silt Loam.  The name comes from a 

small community (Port near Washita County, 

OK) and the texture of the top soil (silt loam).  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port,_Oklahoma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washita_County,_OK
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washita_County,_OK
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loam
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Become a leader in Oklahoma Environmental Education 

Oklahoma Project Learning Tree 
 

Dear PLT certified educators, 
 
We are excited to announce our 2014 PLT Facilitator Training Retreat in Beavers Bend State Park in 
Broken Bow, Oklahoma! 

 
This weekend training will give you the skills to develop and facilitate your very own PLT workshop. 
We will also be visiting different sites like the Carter Mountain Fire Tower, a timber logging site and 
the Forest Heritage Museum to enhance your understanding on forestry in our great state.   
                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 12) 

Hurry!  Only six places left! 

If you aren’t already a PLT certified 

volunteer, check the bottom of the next 

page to find out how to become one! 
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So why become a PLT facilitator? As a volunteer facilitator for OK 

PLT, most importantly, you will have the opportunity to be actively involved in supporting environ-
mental education in Oklahoma. Volunteers can also expect the following benefits: 

 Skills Enhancement / Professional Development - As an active volunteer, you will have 

opportunities to practice and put your special skills to work. Whether that be public relations, com-
munications or facilitation, as a volunteer you will have numerous opportunities to practice and re-
fine those skills, assist others in enhancing skills and learn from those you work with. Active volun-
teers also have the opportunity to attend regional and international conferences to enhance skills 
for little to no cost.  

 Networking and Contacts - OK PLT has more than 100  individual members from diverse 

backgrounds such as natural resource professionals to formal educators. You will meet others who 
share your interests and work in related fields as you volunteer. 

 Opportunities to Become Better Informed - As an OK PLT volunteer, you will be more in-

volved in the day to day operations of OK PLT and be better informed about issues and events that 
effect environmental education. 

 International Recognition- Each year the state coordinator chooses a facilitator who has 

shown to be an exemplary PLT educator. The state winner then competes in the international com-
petition and the top five educators selected will receive an all expenses paid trip and recognition at 
the Outstanding Educators luncheon at the international PLT conference. 
 
The training dates are April 4th, 5th and 6th. This weekend is at no cost to you our potential facili-
tators however, space is limited so please fill out the application ASAP. Transportation to Beavers 
Bend State Park is not included though there will be an opportunity to car pool from Goldsby. Regis-
tration closes March 14th, 2014. If you have any questions please fill free to email me. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

To become a PLT certified educator: 
 
At our 6 hour basic workshops you will receive the tools to incorporate environmental education in 
your existing curriculum. The registration cost for our workshops is $20 and you will receive the PLT 
K-8th guide and other valuable resources. The following are the current dates for available work-
shops. Click on the date to sign up for the workshop. Please check back to this page for additional 
workshops. For more information please contact the state coordinator. 

March 4th, 2014 Forest Heritage Center in Beavers Bend State Park 

March 7th, 2014 Will Rogers Park OKC 

March 11th, 2014 Rogers State University Conservation Education Reserve in Claremore 

April 5th, 2014 Will Rogers Park OKC 

April 8th, 2014 Forest Heritage Center in Beavers Bend State Park 

April 11th, 2014 Rogers State University Conservation Education Reserve in Claremore 

May 3rd, 2014 Will Rogers Park OKC 

July 11th, 2014 Will Rogers Park OKC 

 

For non-traditional educators too! (Church, Civic Group, Girls/Boys Clubs, etc.) 

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/plt-facilitator-application
mailto:jeri.irby@ag.ok.gov?subject=Facilitator%20Weekend%20Retreat
mailto:jeri.irby@ag.ok.gov
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/Youth_Forestry_Camp/March_2013_flyer.pdf
http://www.123contactform.com/form-806191/Project-Learning-Tree-March-7th-2014-Workshop
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/PLT_/March_flyer.pdf
http://www.123contactform.com/form-806196/Project-Learning-Tree-April-5th-2014-Workshop
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/Youth_Forestry_Camp/April_2013_flyer.pdf
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/Websites/forestry/images/PLT_/April_flyer.pdf
http://www.123contactform.com/form-806200/Project-Learning-Tree-May-3rd-2014-Workshop
http://www.123contactform.com/form-806201/Project-Learning-Tree-July-11th-2014-Workshop
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For 2014, BioBlitz! Oklahoma will ex-

plore the extensive lands of the Black Kettle National 
Grassland and Washita Battlefield National Historic 
Site with Base Camp located in the heart of 
Cheyenne, Oklahoma at the Memorial Park. 

The BioBlitz! inventory will begin on Friday October 
3rd and end on Saturday October 5th - but the fun 
doesn't end there!  Plan to stay another night and 
enjoy the region after the biodiversity rush! 

The Black Kettle NG is over 30,000 acres across 

approximately 100 tracts of land.  Our inventory will 

focus on only a few of the tracks, covering the wide 

variety of habitats.  From shortgrass flats to bottom-

lands, along the Washita River, from the rough bro-

ken country of the red plains to the steep canyon 

sides, the diverse terrain creates a fascinating heter-

ogeneous landscape for us to investigate in 

2014.  You'll find shinnery oak mottes, wetlands sur-

rounded by buttonbush grasses mixed with sage- 

brush, and more at BioBlitz! 2014.  Included in the 
inventory will be the 315 acres of the Washita Battle-
field NHS and the small acreage of Cheyenne's Me-
morial Park.   

In addition to the biological inventory, you can take 
advantage of some of the cultural resources in 
Cheyenne.  Interpreters from the Washita Battlefield 
NHS will provide a special historical program for Bio-
Blitz! attendees.    Also, Memorial Park is the site of 
several local museums which you can visit during 
the weekend.  And kids can be kept active at the 
park's playground. 

Registration information and schedule de-

tails will be available in the Spring of 2014.  

The Museum of Osteology will 
be offering the Forensic Oste-
ology: Human Skulls class on 
Wednesday February 12, from 
6-9pm. To reserve your spot, 
call them at 405-814-0006. 
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Poets say that on a frosty winter night, the stars 
"dance" in the sky. Have you seen them? I'll bet the 
young ones have to take dancing lessons. 

I'll bet the dance instructor scolds, "Don't watch your feet! Don't look down!" The little stars try hard 
to remember the steps without looking. "Hold your head high! And remember to SMILE!" 

 

The little stars practiced for hours. They knew that the big stars have to keep dancing all night long. 
If they stop to rest, or look down, they might fall out of the sky! In order to join the big stars, they 
would have to learn their dance routines really well. 

Little Yellow Star was a very talented dancer, but she was also curious. Once during lessons, when 
she had happened to glance downward, she had seen a lovely blue world with white swirls and 
brown patches. But the next time she caught a glimpse of it, those patches had turned green! What 
was going on? 

She really wanted to know, but she couldn't stop to study that world. "Don't watch your feet! Don't 
look down!" warned the dance instructor. She had to hold her head high and SMILE while re-
membering all the fancy footwork. She practiced and practiced. 

But one night as her class rehearsed for their big debut, she peeked just one second at that blue 
world--and saw that some of the green patches had turned brown again, and some of them were 
covered with white! How very strange! She stared and stared. 

"Look up!" thundered the dance instructor. "Hold your head high and SMILE!" but it was al-
ready too late. Yellow Star felt herself sinking. She quickly did some dance steps but they didn't help
--she was falling, falling from the sky! 

Yellow Star fell faster, faster, faster until THUMP! she crashed into a drift of that white, cold stuff that 
was covering a brown patch. Buried in snow, she hid in shame from the night sky. 

In spring, when the snow melted, Yellow Star could peek out at the clear night sky where her class-
mates were now dancing. She would never join them. 

What could she do on this blue and brown planet? Slowly she reached up out of the ground. Cau-
tiously she grew taller. Finally her yellow starry face emerged--and she found herself dancing in the 
wind! 

Yellow Star bloomed on this Earth as a daffodil. She dances now on many continents in the spring. 
We love to watch her dancing, even though she still tends to watch her feet. 

 

(Source: I composed this story when a col-
league challenged me to explain the "origin" 
of daffodils. I remembered that my dance 
teacher often scolded me not to watch my 
feet.) 

“The Dance 

  Of 

  Yellow StarYellow Star” 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 

Article continued on page 13. 
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NOTE: Although daffodils and their cousins are not 
native, they may be more familiar to town-dwellers 
than our more elusive native spring flora. And their life 
cycle gives us a chance to discuss plant adaptations 
to climate and environment. 

. 

 

 

 

 

Daffodils disappear underground for much of the year. In spring they send up their long pointy 
green leaves, and then their long leafless flower stalks. The flowers dance in the spring wind for a 
week or two, then fade. The leaves grow taller for a while, producing food that they store in their un-
derground bulbs. But the leaves wither and turn brown by late spring. The plant waits underground 
until the next spring. 

 

How does the daffodil’s life cycle fit into the 
climate of their original Mediterranean home? 
How do daffodils take advantage of good 

weather, then avoid heat and drought? 

 

 

Mediterranean people loved the daffodil, narcis-
sus, and jonquil for bringing cheerful color to the 
bare brown ground of early spring. They made up 
fanciful legends about them, and used some for 
medicine (though it probably didn’t work). Romans 
brought daffodils to northern Europe and Brittain. 
Much later, settlers from those countries brought 
the flowers to America. 

Long ago, daffodils and their cousins 
narcissus and jonquil did not live in 
America. Their original home was in 
Mediterranean regions that have mild 
winters and long springs with some 
rain. Then the summers and autumns 
are very dry. 
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In our summer issue, we publicized that July was Lakes Apprecia-

tion Month.  Of course, there are other commemorative days such as 

Earth Day, World Water Day, and Arbor Day.  There are also days 

that celebrate an animal, large or small, or a plant.  The Environ-

Mentor Newsletter wishes to challenge our readers to submit world, 

national, or local days which have been voted to honor something 

natural which lives or takes place out-of-doors. 

Email us at environmentor@okcu.edu. 

Help us fill The EnvironMentor Calendar with daily celebrations!  

mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
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Green Words for All Ages 

Imagine if your only drinking water supply was being polluted. 
What would you do?  
 

This is what happens to Bob the Hedgehog in the story 'Bob Has a 
Blue Thumb'. This book introduces young children to watersheds 
and non-point source pollution. The City People think the storm 
drain leads to the sewer. Now, Bob's Creek is polluted with trash, 
paint, and chemicals. Bob must figure out how his creek is getting 
polluted. Will Bob's idea save the creek? Will The City People fig-
ure out that they 
are responsible 
for polluting Bob's 
Creek? 
 

Read it 
and find out. 

Katie Prior, Ava McAffrey, Ariel McAffrey  

This book was written and illustrated by three teen-

age Oklahoma Blue Thumb Volunteers. 100% of au-

thor profits are donated to the Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

Association. The book is for sale on Amazon.com 

Whether they’re categorized as painful, dangerous, deadly, de-
structive, or horrible, the fifty-plus bugs Amy Stewart has chosen 
to showcase in her book, Wicked Bugs, will not fail to fascinate 
the reader.  Each of these multi-legged creatures has its own 
behavioral tendencies that will possibly raise a few hairs on the 
human neck (or could it be one of Amy’s bugs crawling about?).  
 

There’s the ravenous Assassin Bug with a vampiric love of blood 
and a tendency to gorge itself around the human mouth, thereby 
earning the moniker, “Kissing Bug.” 
 

Not to be outdone in the gross-out department, the Bombardier 
Beetle--within seconds--can launch a salvo of audible chemical 
blasts at those life forms silly enough to come near.  
 

The Death-Watch beetle could be infiltrating your personal li-
brary at this very moment.  This bug’s maddening tick-tick sound 
has made its way into folklore as a harbinger of death, and was 
also referenced in Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart.” 
 

With this book, as well as with the others she has written, Amy 
Stewart kicks nonfiction up a notch by making it entertaining as 
well as factual. 
 

Read, enjoy, and learn!  Review by Karen Chapman 

Assassin Bugs, Bombardier Beetles, and Death-Watch Beetles...oh my! 

As a bonus, Wicked Bugs is accompa-
nied by the incredibly detailed illustra-
tions of artist Briony Morrow-Cribbs. 

http://Amazon.com
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  

 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  

 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/ 

 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-

tree  
 

 

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://projectwet.org/  

http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/

oklahoma_conservation_commission/  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://okmasternaturalist.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://projectwet.org/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor 
 

 
 

The Calendar 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

