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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The State of European Cetaceans

KEY HIGHLIGHTS of 2016 
Over 7,500 cetaceans sighted during the 2016 survey season 

 Credit: Mark Carwardine
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Ci en science supports pivotal cetacean research 
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Threats to European cetaceans 
                

              
              

            

  Credit: Greenpeace

     Credit: Craig Hayslip/ 
Researchers examine a dead blue whale killed 
from a collision by a ship/CC-BY-2.0

   
Credit: Dirk Heldmaier/CC-BY-2.0
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The report and its purpose 
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SURVEY 
OVERVIEW

  Credit: Kev Barwell
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Sigh ngs by ferry route
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Bycatch in UK and European waters
Contributor: Sarah Dolman  hale and Dolphin Conserva on 
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Ship Strike
Contributors: Russell Leaper  Interna onal Fund for 
Animal Welfare, Jennifer Lonsdale OBE - Environmental 
Inves ga on Agency, Ruth Coxon - MSc Student: 
No ngham Trent niversity
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It is a global threat
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ORCA s role in preven ng this threat
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Commercial whaling
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How plas cs impact cetaceans

                  
                 

               

                   
                 

                
               

                
                 

                   
         

        

Plas c bags

               
                  

                 
                 

       
         

          
         

       
        

        
          

         
      

        
             Credit: NOAA



44THE STATE OF EUROPEAN CETACEANS 2017

Mi ga on measures
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A global issue
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Stranding events
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Recent mass stranding events
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THE FUTURE
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Appendix
ORCA Distance Sampling survey protocol 
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