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FOOTPAD LESIONS IN POULTRY ARE AN INDICATION OF ANIMAL WEL-
FARE STANDARDS. THIS IS BECAUSE FOOTPAD BURNS OFTEN INDICATE
THAT THE ANIMALS ARE NOT PROPER HOUSED AND FED.

VA EXPLAINS HOW CLAY MINERALS IN THE DIET CAN

HELP PREVENTING THESE PAINFUL FOOT CONDITIONS.
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n June 2007 EU Directive 2007-43-EC became effec-

tive and implementation is due on 30" June, 2010.

The implementation of welfare measurements for
broilers in this recently approved legislation has put the
importance of prevention of footpad lesions once more
in a new perspective. However, it took experts a long
time to decide if footpad lesions has to be part of this
Directive and it was finally decided not to include foot-
pad lesions as an effective parameter in the Directive.
At the same time it was noted that at the evaluation of
this Directive in 2012 this parameter would be discussed
again. Concurrently, the discussion also continues on a
national level. In the Netherlands for example, footpad
lesions were still planned to be taken up by the national
implementation of the EU Directive 2007-43-EC.
This would mean that the incidence of footpad lesions
would become a tool to define the density of birds a
poultry farmer is allowed to keep, which has direct
influence on the economical results. Just before govern-
mental approval in July 2008, footpad lesions were
(again) left out of the Dutch regulation. But, the govern-
ment agreed with the poultry industry to investigate
possibilities for monitoring and adjusting footpad
lesions. This indicates again the importance of footpad
lesions but also the difficulty for governments to effec-
tively include this parameter in their legislation. In some
countries footpad lesions have already had a direct
effect on farmer's income. Sweden already started in

Treatment Additive Starter Grower Finisher
1 Control - - -
2 Clinoptilolite  0.5% 1.0% 1.5%

A negative control group against a treatment with Clinoptilolite

(AmmoMIN, Orffa Additives) added to the diet. The procental addition of

Clinoptilolite is a dilution of the diet.
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1994 with the “broiler foot health programme”. In
Denmark footpad lesions are measured in the slaughter-
house and farmers are put under veterinarian supervi-
sion and given penalties when incidence and severity of
footpad lesions are too high. It is very likely that more
countries will soon follow this kind of practice, or that
retail and/or ngo’s become driving forces to fulfill con-
sumer's demands. For the benefit of the poultry industry,
a pro-active approach seems advisable.

MULTIPLE FACTORS

But what are we talking about exactly? Footpad lesions
are a multifactorial disorder and are affected by internal
and external factors. Internal factors of influence can be
categorised as sex, breed, age, pressure, daily growth
and animal health. External factors include water sup-
ply, litter type, litter height, top dressing of litter, cli-
mate, season, light, bird density, faeces distribution and
last but certainly not least, feed composition (Veldkamp












