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Multnomah County // About

466 sq mi → ½% of Oregon’s area
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809,869 → 19.4% of Oregon’s population



Multnomah County // About
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• Board of County Commissioners
• County Sheriff
• District Attorney
• Auditor’s Office
• Health Department
• Library

• 6000 employees
• 200 agencies
• Six Records and Archives staff

170 years of records 
dating from 1849
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Multnomah County Archives // Our collections

Elections records (1878-2012)

Poor Farm records (1900-1989)

Plans and drawings (1905-1999)

Library records (1864-1999)



• Visibility
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Ideation // Why?

Roads Department staff in costume at County 
parade, ca 1950

• Levity

• This Work Matters
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Preproduction // What?

The Archives Contest

Terry Baxter, Archivist
Deidre Thieman, Electronic 
Records Management Analyst Paige Monlux, Digital Archivist

CHRISTOPHER WEYANT



• Logistics

• Develop web pages

– Submission Form

– Past Challenges

• Find content

• Draft challenges

• Records & Archives staff 
vet challenges

– Fist to Five
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Preproduction // How?
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Show Time // Episode 1
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The Game is Afoot  // Episode 3: Comical Captions

When you and your homies are 
getting escorted out the club

I had a bizarre nightmare and 
decided to turn it into a parade float.

Do you have any vegan floats?
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The Game is Afoot  // Episode 6: History Mystery
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The Game is Afoot  // Episode 10: Risk a Verse?
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The Game is Afoot  // Episode 9: Name That Toon
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Outcomes // Did we win? 

ON CAMERA AUDIENCES

Year 1

• 346 participants (5% of total employees)

• 29 haikus

• 26 captions

• 1 Unsolved Mystery
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The Archives Contest Presentation // That’s a Wrap 

Thank You!


