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ROUTE 22
Alport Castles Tower

Start/Finish Laybys on A57, SK 162 886,
Birchen Clough Bridge on A57, SK
109 913, Fairholmes Visitor Centre,
SK 173 894 or lay-by on Fairholmes
Road, SK 181 885

Height gain 20m from the ‘col’

Grade and rating 1 (summer and winter)

The area known as Alport Castles (SK 142 915) is
the result of a major landslip in the dim and distant
past, and this route is a relatively short but steep
scramble over the prominent tower (SK 141 914)
that has been left standing amidst the wreckage:
an easy approach across a grassy ridge before a
steep ascent and descent of the final tower. Some
of the rock is a little shattered so will need handling
with respect. The route is well worth doing for the
impressive surroundings and in winter, after a good
period of frost and snowfall, it can be linked with
Alport Castles Gully (Route 23) to provide good
value for an easy Peak District winter outing.

Approach
There are a few options for a starting point:

1) Parking is possible on the south side of the A57
about 2km east of Alport Bridge (SK 141 896) opposite the
bridleway to Hagg Farm (SK 162 886) with small lay-bys
nearby. From here the Hagg Farm bridleway leads up the
hillside to join approach (3) near Woodcock Coppice (SK
164 891). Alternatively, another bridleway leads down to
the River Ashop and crosses a footbridge. Almost imme-
diately a concessionary path leads off to the right (west)
through trees, then follows a water course to join (SK 149



Route 22 - Arport Casties TOWER

890) the bridleway to Alport Bridge. Cross the A57 to enter
Alport Dale (SK 140 896).

2) An interesting alternative is to park higher up the
Snake Pass (A57) at Birchen Clough Bridge and follow
the route of the old Roman Road down to the entrance of
Alport Dale (SK 140 897).

3) Another approach is from the Fairholmes Visitor
Centre pay-and-display car park situated on the northern
arm of Ladybower Reservoir. Follow a path from the side
of the access road up and through the woods (signposted
Lockerbrook) leading to Lockerbrook Farm (SK 165 894).
The path heads south here for about 300m before turning
back north uphill and then west to pass Bellhag Tor (SK
160 895) and Pasture Tor over Rowlee Pasture towards
Alport Castles. Take the descent path (SK 145 912) to
the south of Little Moor and, where the ground begins to
level off, move across the slopes to the north to find the
grassy ridge that leads over to The Tower.

4) Bellhag Tor can also be approached by a longer
path starting near the lay-by on the Fairholmes Road.

Approaching from Option 1 or 2, follow the track up
Alport Dale to Alport Castles Farm (SK 135 911). Take the
circuitous path that leads eastwards to cross the footbridge
over the River Alport before climbing the slope towards
Alport Castles. Well before the top, go left over a fence
and head north below Little Moor towards The Tower.

Route

The bottom of The Tower is reached by following a grassy
ridge past a tree to a small ‘col’. Now climb up rock and
shale to an obvious ledge below a steepening in the rock. | There is a good photo
This can be taken direct up a small corner at Grade 2/3 | opportunity here, so
(quite serious) or, for meeker souls, traverse left on the | stand on your head if
ledge around the corner to find a line to the top that | you must!

keeps to the rock as far as possible. » Follow the crestas | From the small col a
closely as possible until near the western end. Descend to | grassy traverse on the
the left (west) down a slabby rock, then trend rightwards | right leads to a wide
to the bottom. Alternatively, there is a corner chimney | gully as an alternative
that could be descended. Now walk roughly northwest | means of reaching

to the end of the big shale/rock cliff (Alport Castles Gully, | the top.
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Route 23, is at
the northern end of
this) and ascend the hill-
side to pick up the path at Birchin Hat.
To return to Alport Bridge, follow the path south-
eastwards and take the right-hand fork (SK 145 912) to
descend to Alport Castles Farm and the outward path
back to the A57. Similarly, take this route to rejoin the
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Roman Road at the entrance to Alport
Dale to return to Birchen Clough
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For the other start points ignore the descent path and
retrace the outward route to Lockerbrook Farm, from
where to descend back to the car.

The shooting cabin
near the top of the
clough contains a
visitor’s book and
it can be nice to sit
around here for a
break.
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LINKS/EXTENSIONS

Link A

For a longer circular walk from start points 1 and 2, this
route can be linked with Oyster Clough. After descending
The Tower, walk roughly northwest below the big shale/
rock cliff and cross the fence. Below and to the left there
is a large plantation, above which a narrow path traverses
the hillside. Follow the path and, once beyond the trees
and a small stream, descend steeply as best you can to
the River Alport. The idea is to ascend the steep slopes
opposite (around SK 127 923) and cross the moorland
above in a southwesterly direction (compass at the ready)
to the upper reaches of Oyster Clough (SK 119 917). < A
good path contours back to join the Roman Road (SK 115
905), which can be followed northwest to Birchen Clough
Bridge, or to Alport Bridge in the opposite direction.




Rourte 23 - Arport Casties Guily

ROUTE 23
Alport Castles Cully

Start/Finish Laybys on A57, SK 162 886,
Birchen Clough Bridge on A57, SK
109 913, Fairholmes Visitor Centre,
SK 173 894 or lay-by on Fairholmes
Road, SK 181 885

Height gain 50m

Grade and rating 2 (winter only)

The Tower provides
a great photo
opportunity once on
the top
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