
 

 

 

LANXESS partners with TechFounders to join the startup accelerators’ 

corporate chemical cluster and collaborate with circular economy 

startups 

 
Munich, February 4, 2022. German multinational specialty chemicals company LANXESS is part-

nering with the international Startup Accelerator Program TechFounders. By partnering with Tech-

Founders for Batch #16 of the accelerator program, LANXESS is following in the footsteps of some 

household names - corporate partners for the upcoming batch will also include CLAAS, Festo, 

Knorr-Bremse, and Miele.  

 

TechFounders has an impressive track record in driving corporate innovation by connecting world-

leading companies with startups for the past 6+ years. The Munich-based accelerator program of 

UnternehmerTUM, Europe's leading center for innovation and business creation, brings startups 

together with established companies to set up strategic collaboration projects. 

 

For the upcoming batch, LANXESS is particularly interested in startups that are developing 

sustainable solutions for the extraction and refining of battery materials. During a 20-week pro-

gram, LANXESS will run a pilot project with a selected startup, providing them with valuable in-

dustry knowledge and the possibility of long-term cooperation.  Philipp Junge, Head of Electromo-

bility and Circular Economy at LANXESS, explained the decision: “We are partnering with Tech-

Founders in order to explore opportunities in new technologies and applications. The interaction 

and engagement with innovative technology start-ups will help us realize our ambitions in estab-

lishing new circular business models." 

 

Sustainability and responsibility are key factors behind LANXESS business operations, evidenced 

by their listing on the Dow Jones Sustainability index (DJSI World and Europe) and FTSE4Good. 

In February 2021, the chemicals giant also joined the Women's Empowerment Principles initiative 

of UN Women and the UN Global Compact.  

 

LANXESS 

LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company based in Cologne, Germany, with sales of 
€6.1 billion in 2020. The company currently has about 14,900 employees in 33 countries. The 
core business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical 
intermediates, additives, specialty chemicals and plastics. LANXESS is listed in the leading 
sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) and FTSE4Good. 
They are the second chemical company to become a corporate partner with the TechFounders 
programme after Wacker AG joined in June last year. 
 
Website 
Facebook 
Instagram 
LinkedIn 

https://lanxess.com/de-DE
https://www.facebook.com/LANXESSDeutschland/
https://www.instagram.com/lanxess/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess/


 

 

 

TechFounders 

TechFounders is a 20-week tech-startup accelerator program that strategically coaches startups, 

brings them together with established businesses, and prepares them for the next venture capi-

tal round with individual coaching and a broad mentoring network. A total of 137 startups have 

joined the accelerator program since 2015. With TechFounders, UnternehmerTUM strengthens 

its role as a central platform for cooperation between startups and companies. TechFounders 

also operates the SAP.iO accelerator program in Munich and the RESPOND Accelerator Pro-

gram for the BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt. 
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UnternehmerTUM – Europe's leading center for innovation and business creation 

UnternehmerTUM is a unique platform for the development of innovations. UnternehmerTUM ac-

tively identifies innovative technologies and initiates new business through the systematic networ-

king of talents, technologies, capital, and customers. UnternehmerTUM offers founders and star-

tups a complete service from the initial idea to IPO. A team of over 300 experienced entrepreneurs, 

including scientists and investors, supports startups with business creation, market entry and fi-

nancing – also with venture capital. For established companies, a team of experienced consultants 

offers access to the UnternehmerTUM ecosystem. UnternehmerTUM has many years of expertise 

in the development of innovation strategies and the implementation of technology-driven business 

ideas. Founded in 2002 by Susanne Klatten, UnternehmerTUM is the leading center for innovation 

and business creation in Europe with more than 50 high-growth technology startups every year - 

including Celonis, Konux, and Lilium. 
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http://www.techfounders.com/
https://www.instagram.com/techfoundersmuc/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/techfoundersmuc
http://www.unternehmertum.de/
https://www.instagram.com/unternehmertum_munich/
https://twitter.com/utum_muc

