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Hierarchy of Controls

Following the hierarchy of controls will always be the best way to 
keep everyone safe and protected at work. This chart will help you 

determine which actions will best control exposure to hazards.

Remember, PPE is the last line of defence. Don’t make the mistake 
of thinking it makes you immune to injury, illness, or even death. 

Keep this chart visible to remind everyone how to handle hazards in the workplace.
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Elimination

Substitution

Engineering Controls

Administrative Controls

PPE

Physically remove the hazard

Replace the hazard

Isolate people from the hazard

Change the way people work

Protect with Personal Protective Equipment

Least effective

Most effective


